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Like an oil painting of hell - and 
still the dispossessed flood in 
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Ethnic Albanian refugees, expelled from Kosovo by the Milosevic regime, at Blace on the Macedonia-Kosovo border after spending the night in fields without even the most basic amenities 


John Voos 


THROUGH THE river mist at 
dawn it looked like an oil paint- 
ing of hell, with the added di- 
mensions of smell and sound. 

.. ji The colours came from the 
w clothing of the densetypacked 
h uman flotsam that filled a 
wide valley as far as the eye 
could see. The rising, acrid 
smell was the one you get from 
an open drain. And the domi- : 
nant sounds, faint but piercing 
in the almost eerie sflence^ 
were the cries of thousands of 
infants -urgently needing 
warmth and food. 

As therising sun of Good Fri- 
day started to reveal this awe- 
some panorama, the image of 
Golgotha, the hlD at Calvary 
came easily to mind. 

It was impossible to tell how 
many people had been driven 
into the once pretty valley of 
River Lepenec, which slices 
t across the border between 
$Kosovb and Macedonia. It was 
* certainty more than Wembley 
Stadium could hold. One aid 
worker; used to this kind of 
sight, said it was the biggest .' 
gathering he had seen in the 
Kosovan tragedy, perhaps - 
100,000 strong. 

We learnt yesterday that up 
toaquarterofamiDiohpeopIe 
have fled Kosovo since the ' 
bombing started on 24 March. ' 
Rut numbers have become 
m eaning less in this savage 
land. These helpless people 
had spent many territying days 
r unning for their fives from a 
d e mented fairing machin e Bui 
the for side of this particular 
border will mean neither a new 



By James 
Dalrymple 

beginning nor a safe ending. 
They have escaped from the 
killezs into a land that fears and 
detests them, and whose own 
terrified population could turn 
on them with new violence. 

The Albanians of Kosovo are 
a tough and resourceful people, 
an ancient race who know how 
to survive. But Slobodan Milo- 
sevic’s men had managed in a 
week to flush out the entire Al- 
banian population of the 
province's capital, Pristina. 
Here, before our eyes in one 
smafl place, was almost a quar- 
ter of that population, system- 
atically strapped of everything 
- nationality, citizenship, 
homes, possessions, money 
valuables, and every scrap of 
paper that gave them human 
status. Now; in the next few 
days, will meet othertends 
of enemies, disease, hunger 
and the open loathing of their 
host country. 

They had arrived over a 20- 
hour period, travelling first by 
train - 2,500 people brutally 
crushed .into carriages de- 
signed for 500 - followed by a 
two-mile trek across the border 


As their numbers swelled, 
the stench in the vaBey floor be- 
came ever stronger It was 
worst by the river’s edge and it 
was here that the mothers 
were bringing their babies. By- 
now, many were beyond caring 
about the dangers of disease - 
the same brackish water that 
was being used to dean the chil- 
dren was being boiled over 
camp-fires to let them drink. 

Latrines had been created 
simply by hanging blankets 
over ropes and digging pits, but 
many, especially the young 
boys, used the river itself, de- 
spite the rage of their parents. 

Hundreds of Macedonian 
troops, armed with machine- 
pistols, formed a perimeter that 
stretched for miles. They al- 
lowed only a small groups 
through at time, to be 
“processed”, given a whitepiece 
of official papec and then loaded 
on to fleets of buses. At the rate 
they were going, it would take 
a month to dear the valley. 

What was once a lush valley 
and a sweet river had now be- 
come something between an 
open cesspit and a gigantic 
landfill site. The grass had 
been turned into a muddy bog. 


littered with tons of discarded 
plastic water bottles and food 
containers and human waste; 
the river was heavily stained 
and full of floating garbage. 

The much- vaunted multi-mil- 
lion dollar aid rescue package, 
announced by President Bill 
Clinton on Thursday, was - as 
these things always are - in tran- 
sit There were only a few aid 
workers on site, and the medical 
staff were so overwhelmed that 
they simpty waved people away 
unless they were on the point of 
death. Two old people were 
known to have died on the jour- 
ney. Others will certainly die in 
the days ahead 

Total exhaustion had 
brought a kind of passivity But 
there were outbursts of rage 
from mothers, carrying babies 
in their arms, who sneaked 
past the guards and made it up 
to the road. One of them, who 
wanted hot milk, was finally 
pushed aside by an exasperat- 
ed Red Cross youth. Qccasion- 
alty aid workers would toss 
cartons of fruit juice and bottles 
of water high into the air. mak- 
ing dozens jump to catch them. 
It was degrading, but the only 
way to get them to the crowd. 
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For a lew hours, the jour- 
nalists and television crews 
tried to interview individuals. 
But in the end we all gave up. 
And there came a point where 
it was difficult to look these 
people in the eye. Because 
everywhere the iook was the 
same - a deadness in the eyes, 
a weariness that stretches to 
the soul and makes the face a 
frozen mask. 

Every now and then, an old 
man or an old woman would 
begjn to waiL They had survived 
the Nazi terror, persecution 
and famine - and for what? To 
approach the end of their lives 
in a muddy field without home 
or hope. 

"They are a despised people 
in practically every part of the 
Balkans," said Paula Chedini. 
a young Japanese-Ameriean 
worker with United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees, as we stood on the 
hillside, stunned by what we 
were witnessing. 

"They call them thieves and 
drug dealers and say they are 
dirty and breed like rats. But I 
have found them brave and 
determined. They care for each 
other; even if they are not part 
of an extended clan. Few na- 
tional cultures are more kind to 
supportive of each other. 

"Somehow they will have 
somewhere to go. They will 
not beg for help. They will have 
a destination, probably in west- 
ern Macedonia where ethnic Al- 
banians have settled. And even 
the ones who do not have rela- 
tives will be taken in and given 
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a roof over their heads. I think, 
perhaps, they will never re- 
turn to Kosovo, no matter what 
security is prepared for them. 
They are too frightened and 
they now have no homes. What 
they will do is merge into a new 
land and start again." 

That however, may only be 
the start of a new ordeal. 

A taxi driver who brought me 
to the border didn’t mince his 
words. “They are trouble," he ■ 
said. "They- are always trouble. 
And soon, in Macedonia, they 
will have more people than we 
have. They have babies like bat- 
tery hens. Soon they will be 
stealing and causing trouble, 
just like always.” 

It was the language of the 
Balkans The words and the 
thoughts that fester into ha- 
treds that lead inevitably down 
the road to ethnic cleansing and 
mass murder. 

i looked once more over the 
seething mass of tragic hu- 
manity and was struck by the 
awful realisation that Milosevic 
and and his brand of ruthless 
barbarism might just be win- 
ning. In just eight days, his urn- 
formed thugs have cleared an 
entire province of Europe, 
using the same techniques that 
the Nazi oppressors employed 
nearly 60 years ago. 

Now. like a gambler who is 
contemptuous of the rules, 
Milosevic has put a gun on the 
table and swept away the chips 
- in this case the hundreds of 
thousands of ethnic Albanians. 
Soon he will be demanding a 
new deck and fresh deal. 
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“Don’t worry about these “The gravest humanitarian 
three boys" catastrophe since the end 

Miian Komnenic, of the Second World War" 

Yugoslav Information US ambassador 

Minister John Shattuck 


WAR IN THE BALKANS 


“It is better to die with a 
gun at home than to be 
here like this" 

A refugee in 
his late SOs 


“It’s Schindler's List, it’s 
the same feeling" 


“Our operations follow a 
thoroughly planned 


Flaka Surroi , Unicef military rationale 



assistant project 
manager from Pristina 


Nato spokesman , Air 
Commodore David Wilby 
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“Today is Easter. Brussels 

does not work" 

Macedonia’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister 
Boris Ttajanov 


West failing 
to keep up 
with relief 


The aid Crisis 

BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 


THE WEST admitted yesterday 
it was failing to deal with the 
“catastrophic situation" creat- 
ed by the human tide of 
refugees flooding out of Kosovo. 

More than 230,000 Kosovar 
Alb anians have either fled or 
been forced from their homes 
since Nato bombing started a 
little over a week ago. Added to 
the 290,000 who left before the 
bombing began, it means that 
a quarter of the ethnic Alban- 
ian population has left the 
province. 

Fleeing the savagery of the 
Serbs, they hoped for refuge 
across the borders. Instead 
they have encountered chaos 
and aggression. 

This week a series of ship- 
ments of aid from Britain will 
be on its way to the refugees in 
Albania and Macedonia. Food, 
medical supplies, water purifi- 
cation equipment and 
makeshift shelters are among 
the cargoes that Western aid 
agencies have prepared for the 
refugees. The problem facing 
the international community 
is how to get this aid to the peo- 
ple who need it Confronted by 
poor transport infrastructure 
and, in the case of Macedonia, 
— _ 
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an incr easingly unsympathet- 
ic government aid is not getting 
through to where it is needed. 

With another 30,000 refugees 
expected to leave Kosovo in the 
next few days, the situation 
threatens to get worse rather 
than better. Experts said yes- 
terday that the next 24 hours 
would be crucial. 

Lyndail Sachs, spokes- 
woman for the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees, said: 
“The situation on the ground is 
catastrophic when you consid- 
er the number of people, the 
psychological trauma they have 
endured, the fact that they 
have nothing. 

“When I see the pictures [of 
refugees being forced onto 
cramped trains] there is a hor- 
rible symmetry to what was 
happening 50 years ago.” 

Many agencies had stock- 
piled supplies throughout last 
year in the Balkans in antici- 
pation of problems in Kosovo. 
None expected they would con- 
front such a huge number of 
people within such a short 
space of time. 

“Hindsight is a great thing,” 
Ms Sadis said “No one thought 
that a dictator could force so 
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SERBIA WAS repfr&d to have 
requested nrnUary aid from 
Russia in the war with Nato, as 
the conflict shows more signs 
of spilling beyond the borders 
of former Yugoslavia. 

The chief of Russia’s gener- 
al staff did notrule out offering 
military help to Yugoslavia 
but said he saw no need for it 
at present. “Assistance is pos- 
sible, depending on the situa- 
tion," General Anatoly 
Kvashnin said Moscow said 
parts of the US F-117 stealth 
fighter lost over Serbia last 


week had been flown to Russia. 

As east-west tension in- 
creases over the Kosovo crisis, 
there were calls in Thrfcey for 
Ankara, which sympathises 
with the Kosovo Albanians, to 
block the planned passage 
through the Bosphorus of a 
Russian ship, the Liman, head- 
ing for the Mediterranean to 
monitor the conflict in the 
Balkans. 

The Liman left the Black 
Sea port of Sevastopol at dawn 
yesterday. The announcement 
that Russia may send half a 


many people out of a country in 
just a couple of days." 

The bulk of the refugees - 
more than 120,000 - have 
entered Albania while Mace- 
donia has received 70,000 and 
Montenegro 30,000 refugees. 
A further 7,500 people have 
entered Bosnia. Macedonia, 
where the dominant Slavs have 
strong ethnic and religious ties 
to the Serbs, has said it can no 
longer cope with any more 
refugees and has appealed for 
international help. 

Oxfam yesterday sent two 20- 
tonne flights of water and san- 
itation equipment - one to 
Macedonia and one to Albania. 

“The people who have left 
their homes have travelled with 
virtually nothing," said an 
Oxfam spokeswoman. “There is 
a great anger that in these cir- 
cumstances they can fall prey 
to disease. Each of our flights 
will enable 75,000 people to 
have access to clean water” 

She also said that more 
flights were planned for later in 
the week. 

Other agencies have been 
concentrating on providing 
food. “We have sent 22,500 food 
parcels by truck from Greece,” 




dozen reconnaissance ships to 
the Mediterranean has drawn 
expressions of alarm from the 
US that this may give “the 
wrong signal" to lie Yugoslav 
leader Slobodan Milosevic. 

Belgrade’s reported plea for 
arms would contradict Serbia's 
cl aim t h at the war with the 
Kosovo Albanians, and with 
Nato, is heading towards a 
rapid, triumphant condusioa 
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* * KOSOVO: fleeing the terror 

e Population one year ago: 2m 
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said Catherine Mahone, a 
spokeswoman for the Interna- 
tional Red Cross. “Each pack- 
age will feed a family of four for 
a week. They contain the basic 
things " Action Against Hunger, 
a charity, has also been pro- 
viding food, supplying hot 
meals for refugees entering 
Macedonia. An RAF Hercules 


p Belgrade 

by Marcus tanner 

Serbian state television an- 
nounced yesterday that the 
rebel fighters of the Kosovo Lib- 
eration Army had been wiped 
out in their last remaining 
strongholds in the hilly centre 
of the province and that the war 
was, in effect, over 

The claim was disputed by 
Nato, which insisted that the 
KLA had not been defeated 
but was regrouping and con- 


tinuing to hold out in the cen- 
tral Pagarusa valley and else- 
where. Nato's military 
spokesman. Air Commodore 
David Wilby, said Nato air 
strikes were slowing the Yu- 
goslav army's offensive in 
Kosovo, in spite of claims that 
the allied air campaign has 
run into trouble. “This cat and 
mouse activity is causing them 
[the Yugoslav armyj to use up 
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M A C E D O N 


flew out blankets and plastic 
sheeting yesterday morning. 
A further three Ministry of De- 
fence flights are planned for 
next week. 

Thousands of people strand- 
ed on the Macedonian bonder 
are still sleeping in the open air 
and officials have said it is vital 
that these people are provided 


with some sort of shelter. Ilie 
logjam of people at the borders 
has been exacerbated by the 
problem that many have been 
stripped of all identification by 
the Serbs, 

“We are concentrating on 
providing money to pay for 
busses and trucks to get people 
away from the Albanian border 


and into the larger towns and 
cities." said Fiona Fax of the 
agency Cafod. 

Many of the British agencies 
are operating under an 
umbrella organisation, the 
Disasters Emergency Com- 
mittee. The body will launch a 
united appeal for all its member 
agencies next week. 


critical fuel supplies." he said, 
adding that fuel shortages 
caused by Nato air strikes had 
immobilised an entire army 
battle group near Djakovica, in 
southern Kosovo. 

And in spite of its apparent 
victory, the Serbia government 
continued yesterday to use the 
conflict to strengthen its au- 
thoritarian grip on the media. 

Although most opposition 
politicians and media outlets 
have loyally backed the Yu- 
goslav President in his con- 
frontation with Nato, and have 


largely turneda blindcye to the 
humanitarian catastrophe in 
Kosovo, an increasingly para- 
noid government seems de- 
termined to shut them down. 

The most popular indepen- 
dent Belgrade radio station, 
B-92, was closed yesterday 
when uniformed police burst in- 
side, interrupting its broad- 
cast They handed down a court 
order saying the B-92 director, 
Sasa Mirkovic, was dismissed 
and replaced with Aleksandar 
Nikacevic, a Milosevic loyalist 
Letters, Review, page 2 
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THE INDEPENDENT is ap- 
pealing to readers to help 
refugee victims of the war. 
Up to 250,000 Albanians 
have fled Kosovo. 

Impoverished neigh- 
bouring countries are over- 
whelmed by the columns of 
cold, distraught people with 
no possessions and no 
means of support trying to 
cross to safety. 

British aid organisations 
at the forefront of the in- 
ternational relief operation 
say they need a massive in- 
jection of funds. Donations 
to The Independent appeal 
will be handled by the Dis- 
asters Emergency Com- 
mittee, which represents 
15 charities including 
Oxfam, the Red Cross and 
Save the Children. 

Since the exodus from 
Kosovo began last week, 
civilians have been flooding 
into Albania, Macedonia 
and the Yugoslav province 
of Montenegro. At least 
100,000 refugees have en- 
tered Albania alone. 

Money raised by The In- 
dependent will be used for 
food, shelter, clothes and 
sanitation for the displaced 
people. Tents, blankets and 
medical supplies are also 
being sent to the region. 
The weather is still wintry 
in the Balkans, and most of 
the refugees have only the 
clothes on their backs. 

A telephone line has 
been set up by the Disasters 
Emergency Committee to 
take credit-card pledges to 
the appeal. Donations by 
cheque will be handled free 
by banks. 

The appeal will be 
backed by a campaign of 
television and radio broad- 
casts and a number of 
newspaper advertisements.- 


HOW TO MAKE 
A DONATION 


Send a cheque or postal order to: 

Independent 
Kosovo Appeal 

Disasters Emergency Committee 
PO Bo* 2710 
London WIN 5 AD 
Cheques payable io 

KOSOVO APPEAL 

Call: 0990 22 22 33 to make a 
telephoned era*: card donation 
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FORECAST 

Geoenf smudoa: Ittjrm For early April fn many areas. Much or che country will 
be bright- tor a while at least, with sunshine. It will be changeable, however, with 
Cloud and light sporadic rain m the south- west slowly spreading nor tn-easewards 
across England. VlfeJes and Northern Ireland. Over Scotland, especially the moun- 
tains. the odd shower will develop but the north-west will be fine. Tne coasts or 
eastern Scotland and north-east England might stay cloudy, misty and cool. 

Lon do n, SE A Cent S England. Midlands. N Wal es , Cent N A NW England. 
Lake DM t Mlsr then sun some but cloud will increase, bringing ram later. Warm 
for early April. Light or moderate south-easterly winds. Mav temp 1&-1BC |59- 
6*FJ. 

SW England. Channel Is. S Wales: A little brightness now and then but mostly 
cloudy with occasional light rain. Misty around southern coasts. Light or moder- 
ate south-easterly winds. Ma* temp 13-16C (55-61 Fj. 

E Eng l and. E Anglia: Mist patches lifting but perhaps lingering in some coastal 
spots. Sunny spells in most areas but light rain later. Moderate south-easterly 
winds. Max temp Pram 1 3C (55F) at the coast to 17C (63FJ well inland. 

NE E n g l a n d. SE A ME Scotland, Edinburgh. Ab er de en : Mist lifting, leaving 
sunshine with a slight shower risk. Near the sea I r might stay maty and cool. 
Moderate south-easterly winds. Max temp 9C (ABF) at the coast. 14C (57F) 
inland. 

N Ireland, Isle of Man: Mist or rog patches lifting. Brief sunny spells bur light 
rain later. Moderate south-easterly winds. Max temp 72-T5C (5*-59F). 

SIM A NW Scotland. Glasgow, W Isles: Mostly dry with spells of sunshine and 
a risk of a snower. Moderate south-easterly wmds. Max temp 11-I4C (52-57F). 

N Isles: Fog parches slowly lifting as it brightens up. Moderate south-easterly 
winds. Max temp 9-TQC (48-50n. _ 

OUTLOOK 

It wilt stay mild but unsettled with further bands of ram pushing on from the 
3outh-.vwsc. although south-eastern areas will have a longer dry spell with the 
best of any brightness or sunshine on offer. 


London: A12 Green Man FtoundabouL 
Leymnsione. Mapr roadworks on new 
Ml? link road. Until 31st December. 
Bristol: MS JIB-19. Major Roadworks on 
AvonmouW Bridge. Until 23rd June 2001. 
Warwick shi re : f»M2 freftreen JlO Tjmwtyfr 
servers and JS Suflon Cotdfie*! Roadwxlv:; 

and contraflow. UntS 23rd April. 

South YbriwtHra: Ml Batmen J34 Unstoy 
Viaduct (AfilQO) & J34 Traley viaduct 
(A6t 7B). Sheffield- Carriageway is reoucod 
to two tanas southbound, until 2isf 
November 2000. 

Gloucestershire: ACC Lansdown Rd, 


Cheltenham. Closed due to roadworks 
Inbound. Diversions In place. Until 1 « June. 
Co.Antrfra: A1 Kingsway. Dunmurtay. 
Roadworks, venous lane resmcaons. unto 
1st August 

Derbyshire: A6 Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (ASO) and Shard bw Road round- 
abouL Eaa rf Alvasion. ComraBow lor wcbv 
on new A5o Until 15th Odober. 

AA RMduratefi: Cad 0336 *01777 tor 
the latest local ana national rraf fK news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. Calls 
eharged at 50p per nun (me vatj. 
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HIGH TIDES 


AM HT 

Awwmonch 9 36 !3.i 

Cbrfc 7.59 4.3 

Devonport 8.03 5 4 

Dover 1.15 6.6 

Dun Longhair* 1.32 3.9 

Ftahnowh 7.34 5.2 

Greenock 3.01 3.2 

Harwich 2.05 3.9 

Holyhead 12 45 5.4 

Hon (Albeit Dk) 8.42 8.5 

Kings Lynn 8.45 6.6 

Left* 4.58 5.3 

Liverpool 1.25 9 2 

IWBford H un 8 36 6.6 

Newq ua y 7.27 6.8 

Portland 9 18 1.9 

Por ts mo u th 1.30 4.5 

PwlBKB 10-26 4.8 

Sc a rboro u gh 8.30 5.5 

Mkk 1.33 3.3 
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9.18 1.9 
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1.33 3.3 


F*M HT 

9.53 13.1 . 
8.13 4.3 
8 19 5.4 1 
1.31 6.4 

1 54 4 0 
7.50 52 
2.57 3 3 
2J3 3.B 

8.54 8.7 

B.49 6.B 
5.21 5.3 
1 41 9.2 
8.52 6.7 
7.44 6 7 
9.34 1.8 

1.43 4.4 

10.42 4.7 
6.42 5 6 
1.49 3.4 
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YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 

Warmest: Greater London 1 80 (64F) 
Coldest (day): Lam 7C (*5F) 
Wettesc Plums: tvrk 8 0 mm 
Sunniest: Herreby 8.5 hrs 
For 24hrs ns 2pm Friday 
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Rain 
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Aberdeen 

1.5 

0 

11 

52 

Anglesey 

5.0 

0 

20 

68 

Awcmore 

40 

0.3 

17 

63 

Belfast 

6.7 

0 

16 

61 

Birmingham 

9.7 

0 

19 

66 

Boo me mouth 

9.5 

0 

17 

63 

Bristol 

7.7 

0 

20 

68 

Buxton 

8.5 

0 

17 

63 

Cardiff 

4.6 

0 

19 

66 

Clacton 

1 1.4 

0 

1 1 

52 

Cromer 

10.9 

0 

14 

57 

Edinburgh 

5.4 

0 

13 

55 

Exmouth 

6.9 

0.3 

13 

55 

Fishguard 

4.2 

0 

19 

66 

Folkestone 

11. f 

0 

17 

63 

Glasgow 

50 

0.3 

19 

66 

Hostings 

>0 a 

0 

IB 

64 

Hove 


- 


. 

isle-of-man 

66 

0 

14 

57 

Isle- of -wight 

- 

0.3 

13 

55 

Jersey 

6.3 

0.3 

18 

64 

Kendal 

8,5 

0 

17 

63 

Leeds 

8.5 

0 

19 

66 

Lerwick 

5.2 

05 

10 

50 

DtrfeftJirtpton 

103 

0 

18 

64 

London 

109 

0 

20 

68 

Lowestoft 

10.8 

0 

12 

54 

Manchester 

6.7 

0 

20 

68 

Margate 

10.5 

0 

15 

59 

Morecambe 

7.2 

0 

20 

68 

Newcastle 

7.6 

0 

IS 

59 

Newquay 

6.3 

0.3 

15 

59 

Norwich 

10.7 

0 

17 

63 

Oxford 

8.9 

0 

21 

70 

Ross-on-wye 

8.5 

0 

20 

6B 

Soicombe 

- 

- 


. 

Scarborough 

66 

0 3 

14 

57 

Shrewsbury 

6.8 

0 

19 

66 

Southend 


- 

- 


Southport 

- 

0 
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Stornoway 

7.5 

6.3 

17 

63 

Swanage 

B.B 

0 

12 

54 

Jenhy 

2 7 

0 

14 

57 

Torquay 

5.a 

0 

15 

59 

Weston- s-mare 

- 

- 

, 


Weymouth 

83 

0 

T3 

55 


24 hours to 6pm (GNIT) Thursday: 
Information by PA WeatherCentre 

Rain 

or Shine... 

the WINTER weather in the 
North Yorkshire fishing town 
of Whitby can be pretty inhos- 
pitable. 

So bad in fact that this year 
the town is planning to hold its 
Christmas Fayre in June to 
avoid the rain and snow. 

Dorothy Krenget, one of the 
organisers, said: “We did quite 
well considering, but we had 
people having car crashes be- 
cause of the conditions and 
some people were snowed in." 
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WAR IN THE BALKANS 


A shocked nation turns on Clinton 



KOSOVo 

appeal 
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WITH THREE American 
servicemen facing trial in "Yu- 
goslavia for espionage, more 
than a third of the palliation of 
Kosovo in flight, and the whole 
Balkan region on the threshold 
of chaos. President Bin Clinton 
is facing mounting pressure to 
take some -any- dramatic ac- 
tion to stop die biggest foreign 
policy crisis of his administra- 
tion running out of controL 

But the luck that has been 
BQl Clinton's constant com- 
panion through the six years of 
his presidency seemed to have 
deserted him. 

Yesterday in a new attempt 
to convince shocked Ameri- 
cans that the White House is at 


least abreast of the refugee cri- 
sis, if not physically able to 
stem it; Bfr CKnton received rep- 
resentatives of US aid organi- 
sations at die White House. 
The briefing seemed designed 
to counter the criticism that has 
followed Mr Clinton's decision 
to spend Tuesday afternoon on 
the golf course-just as the first 
reports oftbe refugee exodus hit 
American television screens. 

Hie White House has since 
“explained'" the President's 
afternoon off as reflecting his 
own determination to dear his 
head to deal with the gathering 
catastrophe. But talk of strain, 
sleepless nights, a cold and al- 
lergy attacks that the White 


House has also disseminated 
about the President in the past 
two days has done nothing to in- 
spire public confidence in the 
leader’s state of mind. 

On Day 10 of what has de- 
veloped into an undeclared 
Western war on Serbia. Mr 
Clinton was trapped between a 
multiplicity of bad options. The 
commander in chief who evad- 
ed call-up to Vietnam, whose re- 
lations with the military have 
been tense since his botched at- 
tempt to have homosexuals ac- 
cepted into the armed forces 
and exacerbated by the per- 
ception of a double standard 
over the punishment of adul- 
tery, has found himself in 


US Reaction 

By Mary Dejevsky in Washington 


charge of one of the biggest de- 
ployment of US forces abroad 
since the Gulf Wan 

Although Mr Clinton now 
carries himself like a com- 
mander at military gatherings 
and salutes like a seasoned 
professional, his reluctance to 
order military action is well 
known. It has fuelled criticism 
in the military that he is half- 
hearted about it and does not 
understand that if you hit, you 
have to hit hard. 

Even as he evinces in public 
the certainty that this war is a 


just war and be has no doubts 
about the wisdom of prosecut- 
ing it, every decision he has 
made and then defended has 
cruelly rebounded - and every 
co mm ent a tor in America has no 
hesitation in telling him so. The 
“moral imperative” to protect 
the Albanian population of Koso- 
vo has resulted in the Kosovars’ 
wholesale expulsion from their 
province at gunpoint Rather 
than preventing a dangerous 

conflict from spreading, the Ser- 
bian assault on Kosovo threat- 
ens to destabilise Albania, 


Macedonia and Montenegro. 
The objective of preserving re- 
gional stability has opened a rift 
with Russia, and the credibility 
of Nato is in question. . 

While not militarily signifi- 
cant, the loss of a supposedly in- 
visible plane and the capture of 
three servicemen threaten the 
Gulf War image of the US fight- 
ing machine as invulnerable. 

Especially worrying for Mr 
Clinton must also be the fact 
that his domestic poll ratings 
that held so steady throughout 
the Monica Lewinsky sex scan- 
dal have started to wobble over 

Kosovo. Two weeks after being 
hailed as the most competent 
foreign policy President this 


century, approval of his han- 
dling of foreign policy has 
slipped from 64 per cent to 54 
per cent- and that was before 
the three Americans were 
t a ken prisoner 
His decision to order air 
strikes against Yugoslavia is 
also proving the least popular 
of all his recent resorts to mil- 
itary force. Onty 53 per cent of 
those polled approved, ” com- 
pared with 74 per cent who sup- 
ported air strikes against 
Baghdad last December; 66 per 
cent who approved the retalia- 
tion against those deemed re- 
sponsible for the US embassy 
bombings last August and the 
79 per cent who backed air at- 


tacks on Iraq at the start of the 
Gulf Wan 

Senior senators from both 


about the conduct of the mili- 
tary operation. Some sharp 
questions have been asked by 
toe chai rman of the Senate 
armed services committee, 
John Warner, about exactly 
why US troops were in Mace- 
donia and under whose man- 
date they come. 

Mr Clinton is beleaguered as 
at no time before in his presi- 
dency. His cool under political 
fire is legendary as is his facility 
to escape seemingly intractable 
situations. But even he looks 
anguished this weekend 


Ribbons bind 
the emotions of 
Middle America 


Captured Soldiers 


By Andrew Marshall in Washington 
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ON SHOPFRONTS in rural 
Michigan, on prison doors in 
East Texas arid on a chain-link 
fence in a Los Angeles barrio, 
yellow ribbons were fluttering 
in the breeze yesterday, bring- 
ing together three very differ- 
ent parts of a nation. They 
were there to mark solidarity 
with the three Cavalry scouts 
captured by the Yugoslav army 
on the Kosovo border, who 
were facing a military trial in 
Kosovo yesterday. America 
sometimes seems a fragment- 
ed, disjointed country, more 
conscious of what divides it 
than what unites it. Those rib- 
bons are a reminder that mo- 
ments of crisis, threat, or 
confrontation, can create a 
sense of common ground, albeit 
fleetmgty. 

The incarceration of toe 
three men from the 1 st 
Squadron of the 4th Cavalry 
Regiment, known affectionate- 
ly as toe One QuarteriCav has 
brought America together and, 
apparently, made the country 
more willing to engage in the 
conffictinthe Balkans -for the 
moment But the ydlcw ribbons 
should be a reminder of some- 
thing else; that this effect can 
be very fleeting, and that pub- 
lic opinion when Americans 
are in harms’ way can be 
volatile, unpredictable and 
highly dangerous for politicians 
to mess with. The yellow rib- 
bons at Palestine High School, 
in deepest east Texas, were ac- 
companied by a simple mes- 
sage: “Come home safety 
Steven Gonzales”. His parents 
work for the Texas prison de- 
partment, and there were yel- 
low ribbons on the many jails of 
east Thxas - even on death row. 

In Capac, Michigan, where 
Christopher Stone grew up, 
yellow ribbons were tied to 
trees, shops, lamp-posts, car 


aerials, and any thing else that 
could be found. “In the tight- 
knit, blue-collar East LA com- 
munity where [Andrew] 
Ramirez grew up, three flower 
arrangements arrived in suc- 
cession at the modest stucco 
home of Andrew Ramirez Sc, 
the soldier's father; who re- 
mained in seclusion,” said the 
Los Angeles Times. 

“The capture of three Amer- 
ican soldiers, one from Los 
Angeles, puts a face on the risks 
of toe war in Yugoslavia," the 
LA Times editorialised- “It’s the 
mid of the 'Game Boy war 1 ,” 
said Senator John McCain, a 
Republican who favours 
ground forces for Kosovo. Sgt 
Stole’s famity in Texas has re- 
ceived calls from Governor 
George W. Bush and three US 
Congressmen. 

The media has run admiring 
portraits of ail three, who until 
yesterday were nameless sol- 
diers in an unknown country to 
most Americans. “Nice guys. 
Dedfoated ^militaiy men. And 
tough enough to endure this or- 
deal,” said USA Today, de- 
scribing all three. ^ “It locks like 
they beat him up a little bit 
That's a thing that they 
shouldn’t do to anybody,” 
Michael Contort, the shop- 
keeper who sold Capac its yel- 
low ribbons, tod the paper 
“He probably put up a scrap” 
said Ed Colby, another citizen 
of Capac. 

Tbe fact that two of the sol- 
diers have Hispanic back- 
grounds has added to toe sense 
of solidarity. “It shouldn’t take 
an incident in Kosovo to recog- 
nise Mexican Americans ’ con- 
tributions to our defence,” 
wrote a columnist in the LA 
Times. The fad that Yugoslavia 
planned to try these men under 
its own mSitaiy tow farther in- 
censed people. The US would 


not permit a foreign trial for the 
Marine aviators who cut a cable 
in Italy and sent a cable car 
plunging to the ground, killing 
the occupants. 

Alongside the pride and sol- 
idarity there is anger; summed 
up by General Hfedqy Clark, the 
Supreme Allied Commander 
in Europe, when he said: 
“We’ve aD seen their pictures. 
We don't like it,” adding: “We 
have, a long memory about 
these kinds of things.” 

And everywhere, there is the 
stars and stripes: on the soldiers" 
left shoulders, behind Presi- 
dent Bill Clin ton as he spoke at 
Norfolk naval base, in toe back- 
ground of the photograph of 
Specialist Gonzales held bv his 
father as he brushed away a 
tear Mr Clinton struck the same 
note as Gen Clark, saying: 
“America looks after its own.” 

For the moment fee areests 
have been the excuse for an in- 
crease in the rhetoric, a fillip of 
anger and concern. But there 
are dear risks for the White 
House. Popular support for toe 
war in Kosovo is well below 
those for the attacks on Iraq 
and Afghanistan. The latest 
opinion poll, by USA Tbday. 
CNN and Gallup and taken be- 
fore tiie capture of the three, re- 
veals contradictory views. 
Public confidence in Mr Clin- 
ton's ability to conduct foreign 
policy has tollai sharply: a ma- 
jority think the US will not 
achieve its objectives in Koso- 
vo; and an overwhelming ma- 
jority think that Nato’s actions 
have made things worse in the 
Balkans. But a similar ly over- 
whelming majority think that 
the air strikes will, in toe end, 

tmprrro** things and hgfifsvpf; Mr 

Clinton can handle the situa- 
tion. The number favouring 
ground troops - though still in 
toe minority - has risen. 



Frank Jasso (centre), the great-uncle of the captured American soldier Staff Sgt Andrew Ramirez, and Ramirez's cousin, Veronica Terry 
1, handing out symbolic yellow ribbons in their East Los Angeles neighbourhood Sam Mircovick 


(centre), 


But toe yellow ribbons hold 
a larger political message for 
Mr Clintoa The inspiration for 
toe idea comes from "Tie A Yel- 
low Ribbon Round the Old Oak 
Tree," the song which Tony 
Orlando and Dawn made a hit 
in 1973. In 1979 when the US 
embassy in Tehran was occu- 
pied and Americans held 
hostage, yellow ribbons blos- 
somed across the country. The 
crisis led President Jimmy 
Carter to mount an abortive and 
deadly raid in which US soldiers 
were killed at a lonely desert 
airstrip. Those fragile strips of 
fabric became a symbol both of 
America's desire to bring its 
people home, and of the failure 
of the White House. The 
hostages were eventually freed 
- after Carter lost the election. 



Yugoslavia plays clever 
with propaganda game 








THE YUGOSLAVS know how to 
play toe game. They watched 
the Iranians hold America’s 


the Response 

By Robert Fisk in Belgrade 
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served how the Lebanese held 
US hostages and threatened 
them with execution. They 
noted how Saddam Hussein 
took hostages before the 1991 
Gulf War - the Iraqi military 
were once trained in Yugoslavia 
- and how the Americans al- 
ways faltered toe moment one 
of “their boys” was under 
threat 

So the Serbs took three of 
America’s soldiers and an- 
nounced to the world that they 
would be “put on trial” - sure 
enough, on cue, toe rorid’s 
only superpower is putting up 
the yellow ribbons again. 

According to the Serbs, 
“criminal proceedings" are 
being instituted against James 
Stone, Andrew Ramirez and 
Steven Gonzales by Jovica 
Jovanovic, a member of toe 
Kosovo Provisional Executive 
Council, toe provincial and 
Serb-nm - local authority in 
Pristina. The focal Yugoslav 
2nd Army Corps claimed that 
the Americans came from a 
•‘Twwn wfljgsanpft detachm ent” 
of the US 1st Infantry Division 
stationed in Germany 

Fbr its part, toe Yugoslav 


news agency Thnjug carried a 
report yesterday from Skopje, 
the Macedonian capital stating 
that inhabitants of toe Mace- 
donian village of Male Katari- 
novac, dose to the border; had 
seen the three soldiers cross 
into Kosovo. 

A villager was quoted as 
saying: “We heard the Yugoslav 
header guards warning them to 
stop -we were surprised to see 
the Jeep keep on going in the 
(fireetfanof Savqjevac village, 
on toe other skfe of the border” 

Nato is daiming that toe 
capture of the solcfiers was 
“good propaganda” for Presi- 
dent Milosevic. But it was notor 
ing of the kind. It was, instead, 
a masterful wqy of persuading 

America to tom the world’s at- 
tention away from Kosovo’s 
tragedy by demonstrating 
Washington’s real priorities: 
the preservation of American 
lives. 

. The Kosovo Albanians, the 
execution squads, toe house- 
burning and ethnic cleansing, 
and the alleged detention 
camps - all went by the board 
as fee^ werid concentrated its _at- 
not on half a million 


abused Muslims who speak a 
strange language, but on three 
home-town boys who speak 
English and appeared, bruised 
but very much alive, on Bel- 
grade television a few hours 
after their seizure. 

But is there a trial? Does 
Nato -or do the American peo- 
ple - realty think that the 
mayor of Pristina is going 
through the motions of ar- 
ranging a court appearance; 
that amid the chaos of Kosovo 
a nrifitary tribunal is going to be 
formally convened, complete 
wife judge and jury? 

It seems unlikely, however 
d ramatically the Serbs report 
it As one Belgrade messenger 
Radomir Dikii c, said yester- 
day, it is “part of the theatre of 
toe war”. But he added - like 

many other Serbs- that he be- 
lieved other Nato personnel 
had been taken prisoner; in- 
cluding pilots, but that “our mil- 
itary are not releasing all the 
details because they don’t want 
to raise tensions". 

As usual the capture of the 
American soldiers - the BBC, 
Serbshavenoted.caHitan‘-ab- 

dnetian” - has played low on the 


Yugoslav news schedules, fol- 
lowing long after national tele- 
vision reports on Serb refugees 
from Kosovo, Nato bombing 
that caused three more Serb 
civilian deaths, and toe Nato de- 
struction of the old girder 
bridge in Novi Sad. which has 
cut off electricity from much of 
the town and effectively dosed 
toe Danube to traffic. 

Serbs in Belgrade are now 
walking the great river bridges 
in Belgrade each night as 
“human shields" against 
further attacks of this kind in 
the capital In Yugoslavia, three 
American soldiers do not take 
precedence over these events. 

More important in Belgrade 
was the appearance of Ibrahim 
Rugova, the Kosovo Albanian 
leader; with Mr Milosevic on 
Thursday night The Govern- 
ment here has now released a 
copy of a document bearing Mr 
Rugova’s signature - toe same 
signature he appended to last 
month’s Paris -Kosovo peace 
accord - demanding an end to 
toe air strikes on Serbia. He 
may very well be an unwilling 
guest of Mr Milosevic, but he 
realises now - all too well - that 
toe West will not risk a single 
soldier's life for the Kosovo 
Albanians who so solemnly 
trusted their fate to Nato. 



WHY NOT SPOIL SOMEONE FOR EASTER? 
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— WAR IN THE BALKANS - - 

Pregnant and tola 



to go at gunpoint 


THE WINDOWS of the sporty 
black Suzuki were misted up 
and Rabije Citaku looked up 
nervously as we knocked. “No. 
no it's fine, really it’s OK,” she 
said shyly in response to our 
offer of a room. 

But Easter is not the season 
to be giving birth outdoors, 
even in Albania, and so Rabije. 
whose baby is due today, 
climbed out of the car and 
walked slowly over to the pink 
house we have rented for the 
refugee season in Kukes. 

“It's genocide now, it’s state 
terrorism,” her husband. 
Nehat, said flatly, summing up 
the situation in Kosovo. We 
met Rabije and Nehat at the 
Morini border crossing on 
Thursday afternoon, 25 hours 
after they left Pristina, expelled 
at gunpoint, for the journey to 
northern Albania - “123 kilo- 
hi M — metres. I measured.” said 
Hektor PustinaJAP Nehat, in his accented English. 


ALBAN IAN BORDER 


By EMMA DALY in Kukes, Albania 


The couple were travelling 
with their sons Binar, sis, and 
Baton, four, as well as Rabije’s 
sister Sbqipe, her two-week- 
old daughter. Agona, and her 
two sons. It was quite a crowd 
for a small hatchback- but 
comfort was the least of their 
worries. 

When we bid the family 
farewell at the border, they 
were heading for the local hos- 
pital in Kukes, the nearest 
town. But since Rabije was not 
yet in labour, there were no 
spare beds. 

It was only because Nehat 
came to our rented house to call 
his relatives in London on our 
satellite telephone that we dis- 
covered the family's plight - he 
cer tainly did not ask for help, 
and his wife had to be per- 
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suaded, fir mly , to accept our 
meagre hospitality. 

With nine journalists living m 
the one-bathroom, three- 
bedroom house, which doubles 
as a television, photo and news 
agency office, space was a lit- 
tle cramped. But luckily we 
had bought extra camp-beds, 
just in case. So we packed the 
two women, four boys and one 
baby into one room, leaving 
Nehat to sleep in the car out- 
side. 

They refused all sustenance 
save for some sour cherry juice 
and a few biscuits for the chil- 
dren - assuring us they had 
German marks to spare - but 
gratefully accepted use of the 
spartan bathroom, which has 
hot water 

Before bedtime, the women 
told us that Sbqipe had lost 
track of her husband in Pristi- 
na, and that their father had re- 
fused to leave his home and was 
still in the Kosovan capital, his 
fate unkn own. 

“We left Pristina because 
we had to leave Pristina - they 
gave us about five minutes to 
leave our houses and said if we 

didn’t do that, we would take a 
bullet” Nehat dark-haired and 
unshaven, had told us at the 
border “So we just took some 
things - we were prepared - for 
the children, some things to eat 
took the car and went in the 
convoy ... it was special police, 
I think, with black masks.” 

The family, like tens of thou- 
sands more, were barred from 
faking the main road south to 
Macedonia and were sent in- 
stead to the wilds of northern 
Albania. 

“I heard that Pristina is an 
empty dty now. I saw a lot of 
buildings on fire, then a lot of 
tanks, military, paramilitary 
forces, everything, just not nor- 
mal life,” said Nehat, an elec- 
tronics graduate who worked as 
a car mechanic since Serbian 
apartheid in Kosovo restricted 
his job opportunities. 

Normality is in short supply 
in Kukes too, which should be 
a dusty, sleepy mountain town 
in the hack of beyond, a seven- 
hour drive from Tirana along 
hellish, twisting roads. As we 
settled in the Citaku family, 
another wave of refugees from 
the Kosovan countryside ar- 
rived, mostly on foot. They 
were forced to sleep rough, in 
the freezing wind, in the dty 
square, in schools, the mosque 
- any space they could find. 
There are no washing or lava- 


tory facilities - which explains 
the stench that lingers even out- 
doors in Kukes. 

Somehow, the international 
aid machine has yet to roll 
through northern Albania - ap- 
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ganisati ons failed to predict 
that Kosovars would be forced 
to come here. Underestimating 
the spite of the Serbian ethnic 
cleansers, they thought most 
would stream along the main 
road to Macedonia, whose cap- 
ital, Skopje, lies a convenient 
iskm from the Yugoslav border 

In the first five days, 127,500 
refugees crossed the border 
here in vehicles. Untold thou- 
sands more passed on foot. 
They may be safe now, but 
thousands are cold, hungry, 
thirsty and scared. 

It is frightening in scale and 
medieval in its barbaris m , yet 
this is Europe. The press corps 
encamped in Kukes operates 
with tiny portable satellite tele- 
phones, laptop computers, dig- 
ital cameras - there are now at 
least three television satellite 
trucks in town, which allow 
stations to broadcast live from 
the border: And still the world 
cannot comprehend the scale 
of this war crime. 

“Some of these faces look fa- 
miliar - is it at all possible that 
people are walking around and 
coming back through?" one 
media executive thousands of 
miles away asked an incredu- 
lous reporter on the ground 

The answer is no, these peo- 
ple are not walking around in 
circles, the Serbs are actually 
expelling anyone they can get 
their hands on. Yugoslav sol- 
diers are even escorting groups 
of refugees through the mine- 
fields that surround smaller 
border points, to ensure the Al- 
banians they so hate and fear 
continue to leave Kosovo. 

“You would not believe this, 
but our Serb neighbours want- 
ed to take from us a lot of 
money so we could leave the 
country safely,” Nehat said 
wryly. “Someone paid DM2.000 
(£700> just to go with one car out 
of Pristina because of Arkan's 
famous people...” 

This last a reference to the 
Tigers, a bunch of murderous 
villains led by Zefjko Razna- 
tovic, whose hobby is slaugh- 
tering unarmed civilians. 

“Ibo bad too sad" conclud- 
ed Nehat “But I hope it's going 
to be OK after ... a short time 
... maybe ... who knows. We’re 
expecting from the West a lot 
- air strikes, ground troops." 

And then? 

“We have to build a life from 
the beginning. That’s it.” 


Fears growing 
of coup in 
Montenegro 


Conflict Spreads 


By Marcus Tanner 


MADELEINE ALBRIGHT the 
US Secretary of State, tele- 
phoned her support to the Pres- 
ident of Montenegro yesterday 
as fears grew of an imminent 
coup in Yugoslavia's junior. pro- 
Western republic. 

Britain accused the Yu- 
goslav leaden Slobodan Milo- 
sevic, of plotting to topple the 
government of Milo Djuka- 
novic, which has refused to de- 
clare a state of war in the 
republic, or denounce Western 
air strikes with much convic- 
tion. “We have evidence to 
show that he is preparing a 
coup against Montenegro," a 
Ministry of Defence officiaL 
Edgar Buckley, said in London 

In the Montenegrin capital 
Podgorica, the government ap- 
pealed for calm. “There is no 
reason to panic," a government 
minister Predrag Drecun. said. 

But many disagree. Their 
fears were stoked by Mr Milo- 
sevic’s decision on Thursday to 
fire General Radosav Marti- 
novic, the army commander in 
the republic, and replace him 
with MUorad Obradovic, a trust- 
ed hardliner who can be relied 
on to follow Belgrade's orders. 

“These moves must be 
recognised for what they are - 
a plot to dislodge an elected 
government,” Mr Buckley said. 
“We shall be watching the sit- 
uation very carefully." 

Montenegro has infuriated 
the Serbian leadership by seek- 
mg closer ties to the West, re- 
fusing to endorse the hate 
campaign against ethnic Alba- 


nians, and by publicly floating 
plans to secede from Yu- 
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goslavia. If Montenegro leaves, 
Yugoslavia would consist only 
of Serbia. Until 1991, Yugoslavia 
comprised six republics. 

A Serbian coup would strike 
terror into the 30,000 Albanians 
who have fled to Montenegro 
from Mr Milosevic's army, 
paramilitary police and death 
squads in Kosovo. “If those 
butchers from Kosovo come 
here, we are in trouble,” said 
one senior local Montenegrin 
politician. 

Fhrhat Dinosa, a leader ofthe 

local Albanian party tried to put 

on an optimistic gloss. “Milo- 
sevic win try to gain controL But 
everyone here has seen what 
happened in Bosnia and what is 
happening in Kosovo.” 

There are suspicions that the 
Hood of Albanian refugees into 
Montenegro may help to serve 
Mr Milosevic's purposes in the 
republic by upsetting the frag- 
ile ethnic balance. Until last 
week. Albanians made up 6 
per cent of the 600,000 popula- 
tion but the flow of refugees is 
^tenng the percentage. 

Serbia already has many 
supporters in the republic. The 
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Peoples party, is vehe- 
P ro -Milosevic and 
bitterly opposes both seces- 
"°"- d present govern - 
raent $ pro-Western tOL 
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Nato 
faces a 
division 
in ranks 


Allied Campaign 


teg: 



By kim Sengopta 




RECRIMINATIONS AND accu- 
sations are growing within se- 
nior Nato ranks over the 
alliance's policy and its appar- 
ent failure to inflict significant 
damage on the Serbian war 
machine or halt the tide of 
ethnic cleansing in Kosovo. 

At briefings yesterday allied 
militaiychirfs publicly insisted 
that (he campaign of air strikes 
will continue. Video footage 
was shown of bridges, barracks 
and other targets being hit by 
bombs and missiles. But at the 
same time they were forced to 
admit that bad weather had 
once again prevented most of 
the planned attacks from tak- 
ing place. 

Criticism of the allied ef- 
forts was more vocal in Brus- 
sels and Washington than in 
London. There were allega- 


tions that intelligence assess- 
ments that air strikes alone 
would not stop a Serb offensive 
against Kosovars were ignored. 

Adding to the controversy, a 
Kosovo liberation Army com- 
mander; Sbkem Dragobia, yes- 
terday accused Nato of 
betrayal, saying the Kosovars 
had been asked not to mobilise 
and ami themselves, an the un- 
derstanding that Western pow- 
ers would protect them. 

This they had failed to do, 
said Mr Dragobia, and if Nato 
continued to refuse to commit 
ground forces, the KLA should 
be provided with armour and 
heavy artillery. 

There was also sceptical 
questioning of Nato tactics at a 
briefing in Brussels, where it 
was pointed out that life in 
Belgrade appeared to continue 



An F-15 fighter flying over an Awacs aircraft at the Aviano air base in northern Italy yesterday 


AP 


as normal. A spokesman, 
Jamie Shea, said the alliance 
would not be using President 
Slobodan Milosevic's methods 
and was determined to avoid 
collateral damage and the risk 
of hitting civilians. 

A Nato spokesman, Air Com- 
modore David Wilby, said the 
allies were in for a long hauL 
“This will not be a short cam- 
paign." he added. 

However, he stressed that 
the attacks were effective and 
Serbian forces were suffering 
from serious fuel shortages 
caused by the bombing The 
dwindling stocks were being 


Mothers with no 
desire for a fight 


German reaction 


P“THE ALBANIANS are help- 
less,’' says Ilona Rothe. “It’s a 
crime what’s happening to 
them. I don’t know how I would 
feel if I weren’t personally 
involved.” 

But Ms Rothe is involved, be- 
cause her son is one of 3,000 
German solSiers awaiting or- 
ders in Macedonia. So she is 
against the war in the Balkans, 
against Nato air strikes, and 
bitterly opposed to German 
participation. 

Ms Rothe is the founder of 
Mothers Against the Wag a 
movement only & week old but 
already enjoying national fame. 
It began with a heart-rending 
proclamation in the form of a 
reader’s letter addressed to a 
Berlin newspaper; accompa- 
nied by Ms Rothe’s telephone 
number Since then, she has re- 
ceived metre than 1,000 calls and 
appeared on television chat 
shows, and there is now talk of 
sending her to sort it all cut with 
Slobodan Milosevic, 

“We have touched a nerve in 
Germany," she says. “I hear the 
women crying on the telephone 
for their sons or their hus- 
bands.” 

Outside the Balkans, no 
country in Europe has felt the 
trauma of war as acutely as 
Ge rmany , now striding into the 
quagmire ofYugpslavia, its sol- 
diers and their relatives un- 
prepared for shedding Mood. 

Ms Rotbe's 24-year-old son 
- she will not give his first 


By IMRE KARACS in Berlin 

name - signed up for the Bun- 
deswehr (the German army! 
four years ago, expecting little 
travel and even less action. 
For the past three weeks, they 
have ah been waiting in Mace- 
donia for an order that until 
recently would have been un- 
thinkahle • 

“They lie awake at night, get 
up at half past five in the morn- 
ing and the first thing they do 
is listen to the news,” says Ms 
Rothe. All sorts of questions are 
swirling in their heads: ‘What 
happened last night? What if 
they fired a rocket at us?’.” 

So fen Ms Rothe’s son and 
his comrades have done noth- 
ingmore violent than polishing 
their gun barrels, but thelA^I- 
waffe (air force) is dropping 
bombs on the Serbs every day. 
and the use of ground troops is 
becomingmorelikefy- 

Ms Rothe is trying to prevent 
that by giving peace a chance. 
“I heard an interview with a 
Serbian mother; in which she 
said, T^ want njy son, I dorft care 
about Milosevic 1 . That’s how I 
feel,” she says. 

Her group proposes that “all 
weapons fall silent immediate- 
ly”, and that representatives 
from all sides gather round 
the negotiating table. No, she 
does not think she is being 
naJve; naive were the Western 
politicians “who had eaten and 
drunk with MBosevic-. They 
know what kind of a guy he is.” 

There are no easy answers. 


But German public opinion, 
despite the traditional misgiv- 
ings. is slowly coming round to 
the view that “something must 
be done”. According to the 
latest polls. 28 per cent reject 
the use of ground troops, but 
47 per cent think that the Bun- 
deswehr should not stay out if 
Nato soldiers cross into Kosovo. 

But faced with pictures of 
fleeing Albanians, support for 
air strikes has increased, with 
62 per cent of Germans now in 
favour 

While German newspapers 
remain at best sceptical and 
politicians on the left campaign 
for a ceasefire, one group of 
Germans has undergone a 
spectacular metamorphosis: 
the Greens are’ pacifists no 
longer According to the latest 
polls, 72 per cent of Green sup- 
porters say that the air strikes 
arejustified. 

If the Yugoslav government 
wanted to destroy Nato’s re- 
solve by engineering a hu- 
manitarian catastrophe, the 
gambit has dearly failed in 
Germany. 

The images of civilians in 
flight from organised brutality 
are painfully familiar here, trig- 
gering knee-jerk reactions that 
Germans thought they had 
purged long ago. 

“I must say. when I look at 
Milosevic, he reminds me of 
Hitler;” says Ms Rothe. 

“Couldn’t somebody poison 
him? ” she asks, only half in jest 


Battles rage unseen 
.from Africa to Asia 

Wars around The World 
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By iftM sengupta and Christopher beading 


THE CONFLAGRATION in for- 
1 merTfiigJslaviaandthetideof 

refiigees it has created has be- 
come the focus of international 
media attention. But, away 
from the cameras, there are 
dozens of wars going on atjund 
the worid today, and SO million 

. displaced people firing on aid 

1 handouts as a result 

Virtually unreported now 
are the hostilities of the last 
policing action by the West 
a gain st what it considered an 
errant power Yesterday allied 
planes pounded targets in Iraq, 
A and Baghdad claimed US 
; ! W planes struck at the town of 
Afcy, south of fte Iraqi capital, 
injuring two czvifians. 

Adversity has brought Sad-' 
dam Hussein and Slobodan 
Mfioserich togethec There are - 
regular contacts between the 
military hierarchies of the two 


countries and some Serbian 
anti-aircraft tactics are based 
on the Iraqi experience. 

Israel and its client, the 
South Lebanon Army are en- 
meshed in Lebanon in a conflict 
against Hizbollah guerrillas 
that frequentfy spills over into 
Israel itself 

Islamist militants are also in 
action in Algeria, where rebels 

and the government have been 
blamed far massarra s of civil- 
ians. Government troops yes- 
terday regained control of a 
guerrilla stronghold east of AI- 


50 rebels and 16 soldiers were 
reported killed. 

In -Sudan, where Islamists 
form the government, there has 
been civil war since l98&Tbe lat- 
est -rictims of the conflict are 
three Sudanese government of- 
ficials andaRed Crescent vrork- 


er who were killed by the rebel 
Sudan People’s liberation 
Army after being taken captive. 

In Kashmir, Muslim sepa- 
ratists are fighting to expel In- 
djanfonces. Eleven drifians and 
four rebels^ were kiSied yesterday 
in dashes with police and army 

In Angola, a ceasefire has all 
but broken down and this week 
heavy fighting has been taking 
place in Malarge, gateway to the 
ca pital, Luanda, with both gov- 
ernment and rebel forces 
claiming successes. 

In the past few days forces 
loyal to file Sierra Leone gov- 
ernment have retaken the 
strategic diamond town of 
Segbwema from rebels. Here, 
however there are hopes of a 
settlement, with the govern- 
ment agreeing to let the de- 
tained rebel leader, Foday 
Sankoh, meet his supporters. 


further depleted by their “cat 
and mouse” tactic of regularly 
moring armour around to avoid 
being hit. Shortage of fuel had 
immobilised an entire Yugoslav 
army battle group near the 
town of Djakovica in southern 
Kosovo. 

Fbel and bread shortages 
were also Hittin g ordinary Yu- 
goslavs outside Kosovo, and 
there was a militar y call-up of 
men aged between 16 and 60, 
some of whose passports were 
being confiscated to prevent 
them leaving the country, Nato 
claimed. 

Overnight, Nato aircraft had 


encountered light missile ac- 
tivity and the anti-aircraft radar 
threat had lessened. 

Air Commodore Wilby said 
cloudy weather in and around 
Kosovo had again hampered 
Nato air operations, but a “fell 
spectrum" of targets had been 
attacked. US B-i bombers had 
gone into action for the first 
time, “increasing the tempo 
and effectiveness of our cam- 
paign". he said. 

Attacks had focused on lines 
of communication such as 
bridges and on the Yugoslav 
forces' staging areas and bead- 
quarters facilities. 


The B-i is part of a steady 
buOd up of the Nato arsenal 
Eight RAF Tornados are now 
on stand-by at their base in Ger- 
many and an extra four Harri- 
ers sent to Italy are also fully 
operational 

The submarine KMS Splen- 
did, which is believed to be in 
the Adriatic, is expected to be 
joined by a number of other 
naval vessels. 

More hi-tech weapons were 
delivered yesterday to RAF 
pilots waiting in Italy for a 
break in the weather to re- 
sume air strikes So Car the 
Harriers stationed at the Gioia 


del Colie base have carried out 
only two successful raids where 
the targets were hit 

Nato yesterday named six 
Yugoslav officers commanding 
army units in Kosovo and called 
on them to refuse orders to 
carry out atrocities. Failure to 
do so, it was stressed, could 
lead to them feeing war crimes 
charges. 

Nato has also instructed the 
commanders of its 12,000- 
strong force in Macedonia to 
provide transport and other 
logistical support to deal with 
the massive influx of refugees 
from Kosovo. 


Timetable 


FRIDAY 2 APRIL 
6:18am: Nato missiles 
hit military barracks in 
Vrange. 300km south of 
Belgrade. 

9:54am: Yugoslavia’s in- 
dependent radio station 
B-93 is shut down. 

10:53am: Albanian Presi- 
dent Rexhep Mejdani of- 
fers his country as an 
allied base. 

11,20»m: Nato says 
that overnight cloud hin- 
dered air strikes . 

1 1:48am: Britain accuses 
Slobodan Milosevic of 
plotting a coup in Mon- 
tenegro 

1 2:20pm: Yugoslavia 
says the three captured 
US soldiers will be well- 
treated. 

2:13pm: Serbia says that 
Nato aircraft attacked 
targets around the cen- 
tral town of Klina. 

2:51pm: Serbia says the 
three US soldiers will face 
military court proceed- 
ings tomorrow. 

3:10pm: Britain names 
six Yugoslav officers com- 
manding army units in 
Kosovo and calls on them 
to refuse orders to carry 
out atrocities. 

4:29pm: America con- 
demns Yugoslav plans to 
put the three USsoidiers 
on trial before a "kanga- 
roo courr". 
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Fewer schools 



says Blunkett 


THE NUMBER of failing schools 
is falling for the first time, 
David Blunkett, Secretary of 
State for Education, will tell a 
teachers' union conference 
today. 

Mr Blunkett will deliver a 
tough speech to the National 
Union of Teachers' conference 
in Brighton, reminding dele- 
gates that the Government’s 
policy on bad schools, which the 
union fiercely opposes, is 
working. 

He will also defend his plans 


By Judith Judd 
Education Editor 


to introduce performance- 
related pay for teachers just be- 
fore the conference votes on a 
motion backing a one-day na- 
tional strike on the proposals. 

Four years ago, Mr Blunkett 
was jostled into a cupboard by 
union left-wingers at the con- 
ference after he said Labour 
would close foiling schools and 
sack incompetent teachers. 

Now, Mr Blunkett says, for 


the first lime in five years, 
there are more schools coming 
off “special measures", the in- 
spector's label for foiling 
schools, than are being put in. 

During the last two terms, 
135 schools have been foiled by 
inspectors and 147 have been 
given a clean bill of health. Six 
have dosed. 

The average turnaround 
time has been cut from 25 to 18 
months and 37 schools which 
have been failing for over two 
years will be dosed or out of dif- 


ficulties by the end of the sum- 
mer term. 

Mr Blunkett will tell the con- 
ference: “For too long schools 
have been allowed to remain on 
special measures without a 
strategy for improvement, 
which is far-reaching and rad- 
ical enough to make a lasting 
change." 

Mr Blunkett's reminder of 
his previous dash with the 
union comes as he is about to 
cross swords with them over 
the even more explosive issue 


of performance-related pay, 

proposed in a Green Paper last 
year. 

Conference delegates are 
expected to vote today for a mo- 
tion backed by their leaders to 
ballot members over a boycott 
of the new appraisal system 
which underpins the Green 
Paper and for the first national 
one-day strike to be held by the 
union for 30 years. 

Last night Doug McAvoy, 
the union's general secretary, 
warned that the Government 


would jeopardise its agenda 
for raising standards if it im- 
posed performance-related pay 
on an unwilling profession. 

In particular; teachers were 
opposed to the use of pupils' re- 
sults to determine pay. 

Though a one-day strike 
would not affect public exams, 
it might disrupt national tests 
for 11- and 14-year-olds in May, 
Mr McAvoy warned 

The new national literacy 
strategy, designed to help min- 
isters achieve ambitious tar- 


gets, would also be threatened, 
he said. 

So far the union has co- 
operated with the strategy 
despite complaints from mem- 
bers that it is too bureaucratic 
and that they have not been 
properly trained 

Mr McAvoy said: “The 
unio n’s opposition to the use of 
appraisal for pay is total, its op- 
position to performance- 
related pay is total and its 
opposition to payment by re- 
sults is total. There is no com- 


promise to be had. Ef the Gov- - 
eminent rides roughshod over 
the profession’s views, it can't 
then turn to the profession and 

say “help us’.It runs the risk of 

losing for a long tune any . 
prospect of partnership with 
teachers." 

The union, he said, would 
aim to convince parents that 
the remtroduction of the Vic- 
torian idea of payment by re- 
sults would do more to harm 
education than the disruption 
required to stop it 



Blair to face 
‘jobs for the 
boys’ inquiry 



Radio Operator Dean Amott and Royal Navy colleagues bang 1999 hot-cross bans in an Easter rite at a pub in Boot east London Nicola Kurtz 

Britons shun beaches to go shopping 


TONY BLAIR has been sum- 
moned to appear before MPs as 
part of an unprecedented in- 
vestigation into prime minis- 
terial powers of patronage and 
the last vestiges of Whitehall’s 
old-boy network. 

Mr Blair would be the first 
prime minister to give evidence 
to a Commons select commit- 
tee if he complies with the in- 
quiry into a raft of 
appointments that remain 
closed to public scrutiny. 

The Public Administration 
Committee wants to expose 
Mr Blair’s personal power to se- 
lect Britain's European com- 
missioners, royal-commission 
members, archbishops and mu- 
seum board members. His of- 
fice also has powers to appoint 
Regius professors at Oxford, 
Cambridge and London uni- 
versities. 

The committee decided in 
private this week to write to the 
Prime Minister to take part in 
what it claims will be the 
biggest-ever investigation into 
the workings of what remains 
of the British establishment It 
has already embarked on an in- 
quiry into appointments to 
quangoes but has now decided 
to widen its remit to include the 
highest posts of all. 

Downing Street officials in- 
volved in the confidential ap- 
pointments process will be 
asked for evidence. As the 
Prime Minister has to make his 
recommendations to the Queen 
for some posts, it is also possi- 
ble some Buckingham Palace 
officials will be called. 

Labour, Tory and Liberal 
Democrat MPs believe that in 
an age when most aspects of 
public life are open to vigorous 
investigation it is an anachro- 
nism to retain sweeping prime 
ministerial patronage. 

The Parliamentary Com- 
missioner for Public Standards, 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


the Committee on Standards in 
Public Life and the Commis- 
sioner of Parliamentary Ap- 
pointments have spent recent 
years ensuring high standards, 
but none has a direct role over 
Mr Blair's appointments. 

The Committee on Stan- 
dards in Public life, which was 
first chaired by Lord Nolan, was 
brought in by the Major gov- 
ernment in an attempt to re- 
move the suspicion of sleaze 
that hung over MPis. 

Rhodri Morgan, MP for 
Cardiff West and chairman of 
the Public Administration 
Committee, said it was time 
that the higher readies of the 
establishment submitted itself 
to the “Nolanisation" that had 
affected other areas of public 
life in the past four years. 

“We want to shed some fight 
into this murky comer of the de- 
mocratic system that seems to 
remain for ever free of the 
principles of fair play, external 
assessment and natural justice 
that apply to other appoint- 
ments." he said. “These are the 
last hold-outs of tradition, the 
ultimate bastion of the great 
and the good. They sustain this 
old-boys network that keeps out 
women and ethnic minorities 
from posts thought suitable 
only for white, Anglo-Saxon 
males. 

“The days of sending out the 
cabinet secretary down to the 
Reform Club to find someone 
who fits the bill should be over. 
These jobs should be advertised 
openly and monitored to ensure 
equal opportunities.’’ 

The MPS believe that an ap- 
petite for reform already exists, 
as Mr Blair has announced be 
will give up his sole right of pa- 
tronage to recommend life 
peers to the Queen. 


THOUSANDS OF motorists are 
heading for shopping centres 
rather than beaches over Fast- 
en after weather forecasters 
said temperatures would not be 
as high as they had earlier 
predicted. Although London 
and parts of Scotland saw tem- 
peratures of 18C yesterday, 
much of the country was over- 
cast with showers. 

Mike Needham, national 
forecaster at the Meteorologi- 
cal Office, said* “There has 


By Linus Gregoriadis 

been sunshine around but it is 
cloudy in a lot of places and 
cooler than yesterday." 

The best Good Friday sun- 
shine was in Scotland where 
skiers at Aviemore enjoyed 
temperatures of almost 19C. In 
contrast, the South-west had 
showers and temperatures of 
only 10-12C. 

Forecasters had earlier pre- 
dicted temperatures of up to 


22C for tomorrow and Bank 
Holiday Monday, butthe Met Of- 
fice yesterday said that cloud 
would spread across the coun- 
try today and bring rainfall to 
many regions. Mr Needham 
said the highest temperatures 
for the rest of the weekend were 
likely to be below 18C. 

Nick Spears, of AA Road- 
watch, said motorways were 
busy yesterday with much of 
the heaviest traffic around 
shopping centres. Some of the 


worst congestion was on the 
M25 in Essex, near the Lake- 
side shopping centre in Thur- 
rock 

Mr Spears said: “We’ve had 
some heavy holiday traffic, 
such as on the M4 heading 
west, and quite a few caravans 
on the A12 heading towards the 
Essex coast, but nothing has 
been too bad." 

A convoy of lorries is ex- 
pected to cause congestion 
today as freight drivers stage a 


protest against increases in 
fuel and road tax announced in 
last month’s Budget The 
demonstration is expected to 
start at 9.30am at Harwich with 
truckers planning to hold up 
traffic on the A120, the A12, 
parts of the M25 and then the 
Mil. The convoy is planning to 
turn around at junction 8 of the 
Mil near Stansted before re- 
turning to Harwich. Police say 
the protest will last for around 
five hours. 


‘Yesterday’ 
is best 
song of 
century 

BY ALEX RICHARDSON 


THE BEATLES’ hit “Yesterday" 
has been voted the 20th Centu- 
ry’s top song in a new poU the 

results of which are being broad- 
cast over the Easter weekend 

Using a combination of lis- 
teners’ choices, fa vouri tes 

picked by a panel of songwriters 

and figures, BBC Radio 2 

has produced a fist <rf the top 100 

songs of the past 100 years. 

The poll focuses on songs 
themselves rather than partic- 
ular artists' versions of them, 
and they are listed by song- 
writers rather than the bands or 
singers who performed them. 

Tbp of the tree is Yesterday', 
pen ned by John Lennon and Sir 
Paul McCartney - probably the 
world’s most celebrated song- 
writing partnership. The ballad, 
written in 1965. is the most cov- 
ered song of all time, with more 
than 2,000 different versions. 

In second place - perhaps a 
surprise choice -is the 1929 bal- 
lad “Star Dust" by the American 
composer Hoagy Carmichael. 

Third place is claimed by 
Raul Simon's “Bridge Over dou- 
bled Water” with Irving Berlin’s 
“White Christmas" fourth. 

Sir Elton John’s “Candle In 
The Wind" appears at number 
13, with the Queen hit 
“Bohemian Rhapsody" 18th. 

Other classics of the 1960s 
and 1970s such as “Like a 
Rolling Stone" and “American 
Pie" are represented, along 
with wartime favourites such as 
“Keep The Home Fires Burn- 
ing" and “A Nightingale Sang In 
Berkeley Square". 

Only two tunes from the 
1990s make the century’s top 
100 - Bryan Adams' “Every- 
thing I Do" and Celine Dion's 
"My Heart Will Go On”. 

Paul Gambacdni presented 
the first instalment in a full run- 
down of the poll on his Radio 2 
show yesterday, and will con- 
tinue tomorrow between 5pra 
and 8pm and on Easter Monday 
from 12 noon to 2 pm. 
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Lockerbie 
handover is 
j .‘hours away’ 
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IN THE next 36 hours, a Unit- 
ed Nations jet is expected to 
touch down in the Netherlands 
carrying the two Libyan men 
accused of the 1988 Lockerbie 
aircraft bombing. 

Security surrounding the 
flight from Tripoli is tight, so 
only when the jet lands will the 
world known for sure that the 
Libyan leader. Colonel Muam- 
mar Gaddafi, has kept his word 
to hand over the two men. 

Jim Swire, a representative 

Of thftfamih« nf , Rr itigh i wriHTYw; 

whose dau g h ter died in the 
bombing, is sure that Colonel 
Gaddafi will fulfil his pledge. 

“A hard-nosed criminal trial 
is tfaebest optical to find out why 
.our loved ones died,* 1 he said. 
|Re said the handover would 
represent a successful out- 
come for the families determi- 
nation to get a trial. “It ends a 
10-year emotional roller- 
coaster ride,” Dr Swire said. 

The man in charge of the 
transportation and handover of 
the suspects is Hans Corel!, a 
UN legal officer He leaves for 
THpoli today and, if all goes ac- 
cording to plan, he will return 
with foe accused men, Abdel 
Basset Ali al-Megrahi and 

T Jimpn TOiaHfa E ’hrmah 

On arrival, the Libyans will 
gve themselves into the custody 
of Dutch police officers and be 
taken to a safe house in Ams- 
terdam. The formal process of 
estakcESionthenbesns, to trans- 
fer Messrs Megrahi and 


By Paul Lashmar and 
Alex Duval Smith 

Fhimah to the custody of Scot- 
tish police officers and take 
them to Camp Zeist, a former air 
base near The Hague. The base 
has been deemed Scottish ter- 
ritory for the biaL There the two 
men will be charged with killing 
270 people, mostly Americans 
and Britons, aboard Fan Am 
flight 103 and in Lockerbie, 
Dumfries and Galloway 

The Scottish detectives who 
investigated the disaster say 
they have compelling evidence 
that the two men arranged for 
a suitcase contaizunga frnmh to 
be loaded on to the Right The 
suspects are accused of being 
Libyan intelligence agents. - 
Both men deny the charges. 

Once Mr Megrahi and Mr 
Fhimah are in the Netherlands, 
the UN secretary-general, Kofi. 
Annan, is to write a letter to the 
Security Council that woald sus- 
pend sanctions imposed on 
Libya in 1992. The complete 
cessation will be a formality at 
the next full UN meeting. 

Much of the- seven years 
since sanctions were imposed 
was lost in a diplomatic stale- 
mate as the UN tried to find a 
way for the trial to be held in a 
Scottish court The Libyans 
did not believe the men could 
get a fair trial in either Britain 
or the United States. Then, 
last summer, Robin Cook, the 
Fbreign Secretary persuaded 


the US to agree with Libya’s 
often-stated willingness to ac- 
cept a trial in a “neutral'’ venue. 

Colonel Gaddafi accepted 
the Netherlands as the venue 
but problems remained, in- 
cluding where the men would 
serve their sentence if they 
were convicted. Those out- 
standing issues have been re- 
solved It has been agreed that 
ary sentence imposed would be 
served in Barlinnie Prison in 
Scotland 

It has taken another seven 
months to m g)tp the handover 
possible. The greatest credit for 
this must go to President Nel- 
son Mandela of South Africa, 
who has undertaken several 
journeys to Libya at the request 
of the Lockerbie victims’ fam- 
ilies. It was Mr Mandela and 
Saudi King Fahd, who on a 
visit to Tripoli on 19 March, per- 
suaded Colonel Gaddafi to 
agree the deadline of 6 ApriL 

President Mandela's role as 
honest broker and guarantor 
was the clincher for Colonel 
Gaddafi and overcame his deep 
suspicion of Anglo-American 
double dealing. Last week the 
Libyan leader reasserted that 
the men were to be delivered to 
the court by the deadline. 

The Libyan news agency 

■ Tana gairi- “ Mawtola ranfir mgri 

to brother leader Gaddafi that 
things were going as desired 
and in accordance with the 
agreement with the United Na- 
tions over (he Lockerbie issue." 



Sue Burke with three-week-old Katie, who has become the smallest patient in Britain to be fitted with a pacemaker 


News Team 


Pacemaker fitted to 41b baby 


A PREMATURE baby has made 
history by becoming the small- 
est patient in Britain to re- 
ceive a pacemaker: 

Katie Burke underwent 
□pen-heart surgery hours after 
she was born, weighing slight- 
ly more than 41b. 

Doctors said that the oper- 
ation on the girl from Stetch- 
ford, Birmingham, had been a 
success. 

Katie, who is now three 
weeks old, was born with a hole 
in the heart She was moved to 
the Diana Princess of Wales 
Children's Hospital, Birming- 


BY JULIAN MCOLDE 

ham. a day after she was born 
for an immediate operation to 
repair it Surgeons fitted her 
pacemaker eight days latec 

Consultant cardiologist Joe 
De Giovanni said: “It is unique 
because it is the first time a 
pacemaker has been made for 
a baby so smafl. It had to be spe- 
cially configured to take a very 
small wire Into Katie's heart be- 
cause her veins are so tiny. 

“Usually the wires are much 
bigger and, although small 
pacemakers have been pro- 


duced before, one which could 
work from such a small wire 
had never been developed." 

He said he expected her to 
be able to live a normal life 
thanks to the technology behind 
the pacemaker. 

Her mother. Sue. 36. who was 
told her baby had a heart defect 
after scans while pregnant, 
said: “We’re just so relieved she 
seems to be doing so welL 
She's a lovely colour." 

Pacemakers, which are usu- 
ally fitted in n relatively minor 
operation under general anaes- 
thetic. regulate the heart beat 


by sending an electrical charge 
from a tiny lithium battery 
down a wire to the heart mus- 
cle. 

They are often placed in a 
pocket under the skin of either 
the abdomen or the collarbone. 

Dr De Giovanni said: “Usu- 
ally pacemakers are inserted 
into the front of the chest in 
older patients, but in Katie's 
case there wasn't enough room 
or fat to take the machine, so 
we had to hide it under her 
arm." The first pacemakers, 
which were introduced almost 
40 years ago, did vary the rate 


of beat, making exercise or ex- 
ertion difficult But modern 
variants monitor body func- 
tions with a microchip, and in- 
crease the heart rate where 
appropriate. 

The beauty of the pacemak- 
er is that given the relative 
ease with which it can be fitted, 
it is suitable for patients of al- 
most any age. 

While Katie is certainly one 
of the youngest to be helped by 
the device. David Henderson, 
from Grampian, had one fitted 
in February 1997, at the grand 
old age of 107. 


Banks swim in whisky galore from conned credit card users 


THREE HIGH Street hanks 
arae been landed with a £70m 
*ijBfcy loch after credit card 
users were conned into buying 
foe spirit as an investment by 
.elesales companies. 

As many as 6 million bottles 
ire maturing in casks, known 
is hogsheads, across Scotiand, 
ind aided up on the banks’ 


BY ANDREW MULLINS 

and Marin Isark 

books because credit card 
users were misled when they 
“invested” at up to nine times 
the whisty’s real value. 

Potential investors received 
glossy brochures quoting arti- 
cles in national newspapers 


promising returns of up to 18 
per cent a year as their 
hogsheads matured. 

People who bought their 
whisky on credit can pass their 
bills on to the banks because, 
under the Consumer Credit 
Act of 1974. lenders are. re- 
sponsible if the sale is clinched 
by misrepresenting the goods. 


Brian Berry; a retired chem- 
istry teacher from Herne Bay, 
Kent, said yesterday: “They 
phoned me and convinced me 
to buy a hogshead for £1,000 - 
when I had it valued it turned 
out to be worth £400. " 

His original purchase was 
made from Cavendish Wine 
Merchants. Months later he 


was telephoned by a firm based 
in Gibraltar, who claimed to be 
connected: “I should have got 
suspicious then," he said. He 
bought another hogshead for 
£3.000. He also convinced his 
son to invest and was rewarded 
by the company with a free bot- 
tle of malt 

Alan Lundie. a respected 


whisky broker from Glasgow 
has been contacted fay Bar- 
days Bank He said: “I wouldn't 
be surprised to find the banks 
have 15,000 casks." Each cask 
holds about 400 bottles. 

The banks are hoping to cut 
their losses. A spokeswoman 
for Lloyds TSB refused to re- 
veal how much whisky they 


owned, but said that as soon as 
it had matured they would be 
trying to get the best price 
possible for it. 

The banks, induding the 
NatWest, are in a worse position 
than they might be after a col- 
lapse of foe Far East market, 
which once accounted for 20 per 
cent of foe whisky trade. 


Many of the whisky sales 
companies are reputed to be cit- 
ing the credit card law as a foil- 
safe guarantee for their 
sceptical clients. But a spokes- 
woman for Barclays said yes- 
terday that any evidence that 
this was taking place could “in- 
validate" any claims by Bar- 
claycard holders. 
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Hardline Unionists resist arms deal 


m 
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NORTHERN IRELAND politi- 
cians spent yesterday digesting 
the outcome of this week’s 
Hillsborough Castle negotia- 
tions on arms decommission- 
ing, and wondering how the 
Ulster Unionists and Sinn Ffein 
will withstand the strains. 

The document that emerged 
from the talks is seen as pos- 
ing problems for both sides, as 
it requires decommissioning 
from republicans and the sub- 
sequent acceptance by Union- 
ists of Sinn Fein in government 

Sinn Fein and the IRA tra- 
ditionally resort to holding 
many meetings at many levels 
when considering matters of 
such obvious importance, so it 
may be some days before a con- 
sidered response emerges. 

Loyalist paramilitary groups 
are also being asked to de- 
commission. One initial re- 
sponse from loyalist sources 
was to ask why they should give 
up their guns for the purpose 
of facilitating Sinn Fein's entry 
into government 

Within David Trimble's Ul- 
ster Unionist Party, two MPs 
who are known for their oppo- 
sition to the Good Friday 
Agreement gave critical re- 
sponses to the document Their 
comments are seen as sig- 
nalling a campaign is undo* way 
within the party to prevent Mr 
Trimble going ahead with the 
establishment of an executive 
that would include Sinn Fein. 

The West Tyrone Ulster 
Unionist ME William Thomp- 
son, described the document as 
“almost incomprehensible'’. 


BY DAVID McKittrick 
Ireland Correspondent 

saying his parly could not enter 
into an executive on such a 
“flimsy and indeterminate** pol- 
icy. The idea of even nominat- 
ing members to an executive 
without decommissioning was 
unacceptable, he said. 

He said the suggestion of 
ceremonies of remembrance 
for victims of violence to which 
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TVimble: Asked to accept 
Sinn Ffein in government 

political government and 
church representatives would 
be invited “beggars belief”. He 
said: “It clearly indicates bow 
far the two governments are out 
of touch with the realities of 
Northern Ireland.” 

A second indication of op- 
position came from the Lagan 
Valley ME Jeffrey Donaldson, 
who said the document was full 

of imprecise lan g uage. “I think 

we will have to look at this in a 
lot more detail before coming 
to a conclusion.” 


The Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary, Mo Mowlam, urged all 
sides to support the document, 
saying: “I think we have come 
a long, long way. This week we 
made a lot of progress: the 
parties worked very hard. I 
think if they continue that col- 
lective responsibility we will 
continue to make progress. I 
now think it is time to move on, 
the road is dear and we should 
move down it" 

Paying tribute to Sinn Fein, 
she said no one had worked 
harder during the week than the 
team ted by Geny. Adams. “I be- 
lieve their commitment to mak- 
ing peace is very strong, but to 
find die road to go down is one 
we have to work at together” 
On the first annivwsaiy of the 
signing of the Good Friday 
Agreement a peace march was 
held between St Biter’s Caibofic 

Cathedral near the Jfells Road 
in Belfast and St Anne's Church 
of Ireland Cathedral in the city 
centre. The event was designed 
as a show of unity by Catholics 
and Protestants. 

One <rf the organisers, fhther 
Francis O'Brien, said he hoped 
it would demonstrate that de- 
spite the difficulties that re- 
main between the political 
parties, there was a strong de- 
sire for peace. “The impression 
that people have, looking into 
Northern Ireland, is nothing 
but tension and conflict We 
would like to present a slightly 
different picture - that peqple 
from different traditions are 
willing to, and do, come togeth- 
er to pray, work and worship.” 
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Northern Ireland Secretary Mo Mowlam starting the cars yesterday in the Circuit of Ireland rally in Bangor, Co Mayo 


Alan Lewis 






THIS 


WORLD ARE 


SMASHING 


EASTER 

ANOTHER PRICE 


BARRIER 






SSPP 



r 

i 



PC 1 




t t H r nm or? \ t nf 1-1 ** 

? ! v *:Ln JM-Vi 




MSNET 

450MHz Intel " Pentium' III Processor 

64Mb (Fast 100 MHz) SDRAM, 

4.3Gb Hard Disk, 40x Multimedia, 
8Mb AGP Graphics, 56k Modem, 

15" Colour Monitor, Windows 98 
plus FREE Pentiums III 
Enhanced Software Triple Pack.* 
Model: MSNET 450CD 


PC WORLD PRICE 




FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL 


THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


•On ail PCs and pmlmmcr E250 OeJA ProteaiQfi tnw»once tCW« optional and will protect tout payments in KS* of aiadent. unemptoyRimt iHre.-M. 
<3«i re IK* Included in the irramMy repayments unte4«J>en**e sated TYPICAL EXAMPLE- (VHhout CPI) Cadi Pnce E699. 

No Depose and 40 monBtfy peymenaoi £20.66- total jmoun: payable LH9L.6B Minimum purchase £250. Subject lo -Jatin 

liftmen ymmons nwt i l a b lc tram: Oept Maylands AwcnuC, Hcmd Hempstead HP2 no "fcJi -store lee detaih APR 19.9% 


Straw pushes 
for new limit 
on jury trials 


THE HOME Secretary has de- 
cided to push ahead with plans 
to restrict defendants' right to 
a trial by jury. 

The Government will intro- 
duce legislation later this year 
in an attempt to speed justice 
and cut costs by using magis- 
trates’ courts rather than 
crown courts for some cases, 
The Independent has learnt. 

In a separate but related 
move. Jack Straw has also 
made clear he is determined to 
abolish jury trials for complex 
and expensive fraud cases, 
such as the Guinness and 
Maxwell affairs. He is now un- 
derstood to be convinced the 
right to opt for a jury trial 
should be removed for certain 
types of “middle ranking" of- 
fences. such as theft and griev- 
ous bodily harm. 

Defendants in magistrates’ 
courts frequently choose a jury 
trial in a crown court because 
they believe they have a better 
chance of acquittal but many 
change their plea to guflfy at the 
eleventh hour. More than 2 1,000 
people opt for a juiy trial eveiy 
year, but with a contested 
crown court case costing an av- 
erage of £13£00 compared with 
the £1500 cost of a magistrates' 
hearing, Mr Straw is deter- 
mined to press on with reform. 

He has yet to decide which 
of four options set out in a con- 
sultation paper last year would 
be included in a BOL Among the 
alternatives are removing 
some offences from the list of 
those triable either way; al- 
lowing magistrates to deter- 
mine the venue in all cases or 
those where the parties could 
not agree; or removing the 
right to trial by jury from de- 


by Paul Waugh 

Political Correspondent 

fendants previously convicted 
of a similar offence. “The sta- 
tus quo is not an option. We are 
aiming and hoping for legisla- 
tion this parliament,” said a se- 
nior Home Office source. 

. Due to a lack qfp^rijaipen- 
tary time, a Bfll outlining the 
changes is unlikely to be 
brought forward before the 
Queen’s Speech at the end of 
the year. However; the Bill will 
certainly be on the statute book 
before the next general election. 

When the proposals were 
first publicised last Septem- 
ber, an alliance of civil liberties 
groups and lawyers attacked 
them as “ill considered”. The 
Bar, the Law Society, liberty, 
backbench Labour MPs and the 
Access to Justice pressure 
group warned the measures 
would undermine a funda- 
mental tenet of British justice. 

Michael Howard, the for- 
mer home secretary, shelved 
plans for reform after they pro- 
voked widespread opposition 
among the legal profession. 

Moves to abolish jury trials 
for complex fraud cases are also 
now being “actively consid- 
ered" by the Home Office. 
FYaud cases make up l percent 
of trials, but account for 40 per 
cent of the costs. 

Pressure for reform in- 
creased after Kevin and Ian 
Maxwell were acquitted in 1996 
of conspiracy to defraud the Mir- 
ror Group pensioners, a case 
that cost taxpayers £20m. 
Among the options being con- 
sidered are replacing juries 
with either a panel ofjudges or 
a judge and two lay experts. 
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in Brief 

Gardener unearths foetuses 

A man has unearthed two human foetuses, preserved in 
glass bottles, while digging his garden in Whitehead. 

Co Antrim. Pathologists were called in and the remains 
taken away for examination, but police did not suspect a 
crime and said that the foetuses were medical specimens. 

Boy dies in canal accident 

JOHN HARDMAN. io. drowned in a canal in Bolton, 
Greater Manchester, while playing with his brother 
Adam, I3,and a friend. Adam dived in to save him but 
began struggling himself. He was was pulled to safety but 
attempts to resuscitate John foiled. 

Man charged with robbing elderly 

DETECTIVES INVESTIGATING hit and run robberies on 
elderly women by a driver charged a man yesterday. 
Anthony Franas Mills, 43. from Liverpool, * in police 

appear before Liverpool City Magistrates 
today to face two charges of robbery and two of theft 

Family survives fall from balcony 

A COUPLE and their baby son escaped with cuts and 
brrnses yesterday after a balcony they were Standtag on 
collapsed. The family fell 15 feet when the wooden 
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Gentlemanly 


art of house 


portraiture 


ON A recent Saturday after- 
noon, the doorbell rang. The 
usual look of mild apprehen- 
sion crossed the feces of our 
household. In London, 
middle-class London at any 
rate, friends do not arrive with- 
out prior arrangement These 
days the sound of an unex- 
pected knock is like the sight 
of a telegram boy on the 
doorstep in 1916 (well, not 
quite, but heading in that gen- 
eral direction; the certain thing 
. is, that will not be your auntie 
come unexpectedly with home- 
baked scones from Kirkcaldy). 

Who could it be? Mormons? 
The young gang who sell dish- 
cloths? The Witnesses of Je- 
hovah? Someone in motorbike 
leathers with the wrong ad- 
dress for a pizza delivery? 
Outside in the street, quite 
some distance from the door 
stood a tall dark man who 
said: “I’d Hke to paint your 
house.” 

I was confused far a second. 
Our window-frames are cer- 
tainly peeling; the gloss on 
the door is chipped; lie stuc- 
co needs a few fresh coats. But 
nothing about this man sug- 
gested he was a house-painter 
He stood there in a Prince-of- 
Waies dhed: suit and a silk 
waistcoat like a Daks advert 
from Country Life magazine 
He was what we used to call 
“well-spoken”. The effect was 
a cliche of respectability, and 
gentlemanliness of a kind that 
died wito the acting of Richard 
Todd. 

He produced a card and then 
opened aportffolio and displayed 
some sheets of cartridge paper 
A few pretty watercolours of 
houses, nicety sketched; he was 
a house-paints; I now saw, in 
the sense that he painted pic- 
tures of houses. 

But why our house? He 
said because it was interesting 
and attractive, of an age and 
style that he enjoyed painting 


NOTEBOOK 



ian Jack 


Now I like our house It is 
perfectly fine. One in a long 
street of similar houses. Red 
brick at the front, cheaper yel- 
low London stock at the back. 
Bay windows to the ground and 
first floors. Built 1890. The 
towns and cities of England 
have terraces and terraces of 
them, marching off the mam 
roads of middle-ranking Vic- 
torian suburbs and once oc- 
cupied by the families of 
foremen and senior clerks, 
handier placed for the tram. I 
imaging that plans for them 
could once be bought off-the- 
shelf by speculative builders. 
But “interesting” would not be 
a word I would use. 

“Ybu cant really think this 
house is interesting” I said. 

“Oh yes” he said “very in- 
teresting and very attractive. 
Td love to paint it” 

His pitch was this. He would 
take some snaps and return in 
a few weeks with a finished pic- 
ture. If I did not like it, no 
money need chang e hands. If 
I did Eke it the price would be 
£100 plus VAT. 

That seemed a fair propo- 
sition and we shook hands, 
mainly because he seemed 
the kind of man with whom one 
shook hands, but after he had 
gone 1 began to worry that I 
had become, or was about to 
become, the victim of a scam. 
He had my name, address and 
telephone number I imagined 


i an empty bouse in the Raster 
holidays, a telephone ringing 

and rising to ascertain our ab- 
sence, a jemmy at midnight 
working a rear window loose. 

All paranoia. He turned up 
at the door again last week, 
again in his check suit and silk 
waistcoat with a watercolour 
of our house, lighter and pinker 
than in reality but true enough 
to its form, and pretty. Of 
course. I paid. Picture apart, it 
was worth it just to hear a lit- 
tle of his remarkable story. 

His name is Peter Michael 
and be earns his living by 
walking the streets of London 
and knocking on doors and 
subsequently knocking out 
paintings of houses. He is, so 
far as he knows, the only prac- 
titioner of this craft in Britain; 
but he has definitely hit on 
something. The British love 
property (“an Englishman’s 
home is... ” and so on). Com- 
pared with Europeans, they 
five in an eclectic mixture of ar- 
chitectural styles, each with its 
devotees. Why would they not 
want a picture of what they lav- 
ish so much money on, and of 
what, however humdrum, they 
can be so intensely proud? 

By div ining this truth about 
the owner-occupiex; Michael 
has made a career and re- 
invented a tradition that belong 
to the era of Gainsborough and 
Lord and LadyX sitting proud- 
ly before their country seat 
The money is good. On an av- 
erage afternoon of walking and 
knocking Michael said, he could 
collect 15 commissions that. 
might, working hard with pen- 
al and brush, take him a week 
to fulfil 

Wfe arranged to meet far a 
drink (Hi Thursday. This time he 
left his Prince of Whies check 
behind and turned up in a 
smock. The suit he explained, 
was to reassure customers, 
although the smock also 
seemed to belong to another 



Artist Peter Michael bolding one of his paintings representing bouses 


Michael Grieve 


era - of the gentleman-artist - 
and it was no surprise to hear 
turn say that he was looking for- 
ward to “a pint of ale”. (Ashe 
is only 34. 1 guess he must be 
a strand of post-modernism, 
the human equivalent of a 
buil ding by Q uinlan Terry). 

Ale purchased, he told me a 
few facts about Ms life. Bom in 
Singapore, boarding school in 
Co Wicklow, architectural 
training at Thames Polytech- 
nic and Aberdeen. Failing his 
final degree (“too arrogant” ac- 
cording to a note on his papers, 
although it is hard to believe 
that architects see arrogance 
as a fault), he devoted himself 
to the part of his training he 
most enjoyed: the study and 
depiction of old buildings. 

In 1991, he began to knock 


on doors in Edinburgh, then in 
Glasgow and eventually as far 
west as Greenock. The Scots, 
he said, were still his favourite 
customers -they had a special 
interest in the visual - and he 
was always happy to find them 
(for example, me) in London. 

How many houses had he 
painted? He was reluctant to 
say- “art” equalling rarity- but 
estimated that ft might be 3,000 
to 4,000. People were surpris- 
ingly generous, he said. The 
ratio of doors knocked on topic- 
hires commissioned was 
roughly two to one. Tliere were 
some good areas- Clapham, Is- 
lington - and some bad. Hamp- 
stead was the worst “Lovely 
houses and lots of money, but 
the people there tend to be 
mean and suspicious. ” 


It seemed to me that this 
was a pretty brave enterprise. 
Who would want to knock 
doors for a living to risk so 
much rejection? It needs a pe- 
culiar combination of humility 
and resolve. Michael on the 
other hand, said it (fid not both- 
er him. He knew the ropes. Do 
it on a Saturday afternoon 
when people are not so busy, 
and stand a long and tin- 
threatening distance from their 
door And he bad learnt to spot 
the likeliest houses. “My per- 
fect clients,” he said, “have just 
moved with their three children 
to a moderately attractive ter- 
race house with some nice bits 
of stucco, and have two new 
cars parked outride.” 

Thanks to this work, 
Michael himself has just ac- 


quired an old Bentley convert- 
ible, but I do not mean to make 
him sound either greedy or cyn- 
icaL I believed him when be 
said he loved houses and spoke 
of the thrill he got when his 
clients looked at a picture of 
where they lived and realised 
(or were persuaded to believe) 
that it was prettier and more in- 
teresting than thqy had imag- 
ined. Portrait painters do the 
same, and, as with a portrait 
painter; Peter Michael will sub- 
tract or modify features he • 
suspects might offend. 

In the picture of our house, 
for example, the dustbins are 
missing. 

“Why no dustbins?" I asked 

“Clients tend not to like 
them.” he said, “though I can 
put them in if you’d like me to.” 


He asked me to stress that 
he was an “artist” not an il- 
lustrator; he has exhibited in 
reputable galleries in Edin- 
burgh and Glasgow. Personal- 
ly. I think the difference in 
this case is complete guff, al- 
though I can see its usefulness 
as a selling proposition - “art” 
equalling (as well as rarity) 
something nice to hang on the 
walls. 

He may -be knocking on 
your door soon. The streets of 
Crouch End are the next to be 
trudged and after that who 
knows, onwards and upwards 
to the provinces. He is also list- 
ed in the book, an 0181 number 
in Clapham. I should warn 
you, however, that, like those 
of the houses he paints, his 
prices are rising 


Frenzy to buy PEPs and 
Tessas could be ‘unwise’ 


BANKS, BUILDING societies 
and record shops will be open 
this Bank Holiday weekend to 
deal with the rush of last- 
minute customers hoping to 
beat the deadline of midnight on 
Monday for buying the tax- 
advantageous savings prod- 
ucts, Tfessasand PEPs. 

But City analysts are warn- 
ing savers not to make any rash 
decisions, as the replacement 
product, the individual saving 
.account (ISA) may offer as 
good a deal 

Halifax is to open 100 
branches, while Nationwide is 
opening 16 of its bigger branch- 
es to process applications. Vir- 
gin Direct is offering a free 
courier service for customers 
up to 8pm on Sunday and farms 
can also be obtained at a num- 
ber of Virgin Megastores. Gart- 


by Andrew Verity 


more, the investment arm of 
NatWest, is keeping its offices 
open »nHi midnight to handle 
PEP applications, while Fi- 
delity the US in v es t m ent giant, 
is arranging pick-up points for 
PEPs around the country: 

Save & Prosper is keeping its 
main adminis tration cen tre in 
Romford open until midnight 
on Easter Monday to cope with 
the “massive” number of ap- 
plications. 

Such has been the demand 
for the personal equity plans 
that some City observers are 
worried that the extra money 
flooding in to the stock market 
will push up share prices 

artifirialfy 

Over the past week, as PEP 
money flooded in at four times 


the normal rate, the FTSE 100 
index jumped by 52 per cent 

The last-minute rush has 
been p rompt ed fay fears that the 
end of PEPs and Tessas (tax- 
exempt special savings ac- 
count) would spell the loss of 
valuable tax incentives to save. 
The products together have 
attracted over QOObn of savings 
since their launch in 1991. But 
the ISA, coming on-stream on 
Hiesday, will offer tax breaks 
that are at least as generous. In- 
vestment advisers are worried 
that, savers are opening PEPs 
and Tessas because of these 
fears, rather than because it is 
in their best interests to do so. 

Geoff Kangley, of the 
Sheffield-based firm Kangley & 
Co, said: “The cu stome rs are al- 
most taking out PEPs against 
my advice. The market is too 


high right now to invest in eq- 
uities. I think it’s because there 
is a lot of scepticism about the 
Government’s plans for ISAs 
and whether they will work. It’s 
almost as if they're doing to 
spite the government. 

Roddy Kohn, of advisers 
Kohn Cougar said: “The con- 
cern is that many of the buyers 
are basic-rate taxpayers who 
are being told to take out a PEP 
because if they don’t they’ll 
have missed their last chance. 

“But ISAs have a better 
spread of investments than 
PEPs - you can invest any- 
where in toe world. And toe tax- 
free limit for ISAs is £7,000 
against £6,000 for PEPs. 

“There is no reason for a last- 
minute rush, and too many 
customers are making rash 
decisions." 


Racists in new hate campaign 


BY IAN BURRELL 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


THE METROPOLITAN Pofice 
Commissionei; Sir Paul Con- 
don, and other senior figures at 
Scotland Yard have been bomr 
barded with mail from white 
racists since the pubfication in 
February of the Stephen 
Lawrence report 
Racist groups have directed 
threatening and ahirive etters, 
pamphlets and cartoons to 
high-ranking officers, race 
equality groups and black and 
Asian organisations after Sir 
WilKam Macpherson of Cluny’s 
inquiry into , the death of toe 
black architecture student 
Scotland Yard has setups 
specialist unit of four analysts, 
which fe working alongside toe 
; Forensic Science Service to 
analyse toe material and trace 
those responsible. 

Detectives from the Yhrd’s 
; Operation Atoena team, which 
is tackling racial crime, are 
investigating the activities of 
a group calling itself “White 



Sir Paul Condon: Abase 
followed Lawrence case 


Ligh tning ” which has been 
sending hate mail to police and 
to black groups based in south- 
east London, dose to where 
Stephen was murdered a^d 18 
in a racist attack in 1993- The 
material suggests that he was 
not killed by a white gang but 
committed suicide. 

One man has been arrested 
in connection with the White 


Lightning campaign and fur- 
ther arrests are expected. 

The T&rd unit, which reports 
to Deputy Assistant Commis- 
sioner John Grieve, head of toe 
MePs Racial and Violent 
Crimes 'Risk Ebrce, has been 
given the go-ahead to use 
scientific techniques normally 
reserved for murder investi- 
gations and for operations 
aimed at tackling organised 
crime. 

Detective Sergeant David 
Reid, a member of toe newimit, 
has asked people who have re- 
ceived toe hate mail not to 
screw it up but to preserve the 
material and pass it to the 
pofice. 

Det Sgt Field said that while 
some people chose to ignore 
such literature, others were 
“shaken, to the core”. He said: 
“Race-bate mall takes the 
abuse into their own home.” 

Recipients of such corre- 
spondence are being urged to 
treat the material as a “scene 
of crime”. It should be kept 
within the pages of a magazine. 


and given to police for testing. 

He said many of toe authors 
of race-hate mail were individ- 
uals, although they sometimes 
purported to represent larger 
groups. “They tend to be 
cranks who write about their 
own bitterness and their own 
mixed-up thoughts,” be said. 
Howevez; some of the material 
is clearly part of a campaign, 
and is termed a "linked series" 
by the anafysts. 

The Met officers are working 
closely with new racial crime 
units in the Merseyside, 
Greater Manchester and South 
Wales forces to identify toe 
people behind national race- 
hate mail cam pai gns 

The Commission for Racial 
Equality has also been receiv- 
ing an increase amount of 
racist mail since publication of 
the Lawrence inquiry and has 
compiled a dossier on the 
materiaL 

The Met is using toe intelli- 
gence gained by its team of an- 
alysts to build up a London-wide 
database on racists. 
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PHILIPS 37“ Widescreen TV 

Than Visible Soeee Sire ■■MM - omits mx 
Model 33PW6323 1 3:^ 1 44 M 

‘Model PWllpi 686 with Voucher. 
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SANYO 

4-Head NICAM Stereo iW MOe "Oq 

^rr^“Eu £ i3999 

Model I/HR-778. 

Was £189 99 in-store Price £179.99 
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PHI LIPS Digital Video 

Disc Player Model DVD730. 

Was £39959. In-store Price £349.99. 
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; S FREE DVD DISCS WHEN YOU BUY 
: THIS DVD PLAYER 
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Faster, better care for 

your product -y \ 
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standi^ for effidait service in your 
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seven days a week, and there's even 
a 24 hr helpline on Q 8701 541541 - 

Shopping Made Easy 
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0500304304. 
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PlayStation 4 ~p^j? e I 


Buy this package and get 
4 great games included. 

SONY 

PLAYSTATION 

<fwp 

4-GAME PACK 
Includes Console and 
Dual Shock™ Controller 
PLUS Dead Ball Zone. 

Moto Cross, Atari Classics and 
Duke Nukem. Total Separate 
Selling Price Up To £179.95. 


PACKAGE PRICE 
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Digital Camcorder with 


2. S' Colour LCD Screen 

■ 6 dv DrghalTISx Optical Zoom. 

■ AnU Picture Shake Mode 

Model DM-MV10. Was £999 99 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 





SAVE 
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TECHNICS 

Compact CD Micro Hi-Fi 

■ Class A amplifier with 
dynamic bass 

■ 4-prece component system. 

■ 2/25 watts (RMS) power output 
Model SCHD55. Wav £469.99 

9 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 

ISB *-* Jd-we Ask for details. 
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SHARP Pers onal Recordable 

MMOhcPfoyar !!■ ujnm 

■ 10 second ara^shock. 44 ( 

■ LCD remote canrol |3aTllr|4l^ 

headphones iiafe 1 M 

Model MDMS79I. Was £199.99 


PHILIPS m yiM owniml 

cd Mini Hi-n Wnr-M «j«i 

Map uo to JCDi. c,'.,7( r JQM 00 

Model FYVS35. K?^«atM rTi£J3 

6 MONTHS INTEREST REE OPTION* 

•As* ! or Vd a its 


EASTER EXTRA SAVING; 


SONYa>MM*fi 

plays Up To 3 CDs. 
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PCs from only (399 


PATRIOT 

Cyrix M 11-300 Multimedia PC 

■ 22Mb RAM/2.1Gb Hard drive. 

■ 32 speed CD-ROM drive. 

■ includes Windows 98. 

Model M 11-300. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


HURRY! 
3 DAYS 
ONLY 


CURRYS PRICE 

£399 


fc i Wmrt ready 
W lk ii i Only 
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.Available in 6 colour 
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Washing Machine 


■ 'Aquarius’ Wash System Plus. 

■ Auto half load. 


■ Intelligent care. 


Model WM6? 
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ELECTROLUX 


EXCLUSIVE 


Full Size Dishwasher 
Model ESF61 1. 

In store Price £319 99 

6 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


INDESIT hill Size Dishwasher 

■ Takes 12 Place Sefutgs. 

■ 4 Programmes. 

■ Rapid Wash Cycle 
Model DG6100WG. 
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CREDA 

60cm Slot-in Electric Cooker 

■ Ceramic hob. ■ Double Oven 

■ Available In White. Green or Brown 
Model 48363W. 

Was Was C 649 gg . 

Was £629.99 In-store Pnce £E99 99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


SAVE 

A TOTAL CF 
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HOTPOINT Full Size Dishwasher 
- Takes 12 Flare fern* MMjr iagwejSrl 
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Model DF 6 ip. EfilrsTMoal 
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Latest 
Vacuums 


HOOVER 

■Advanced 3 stage 
cleaning system 
Ensures only the 
cleanest air is e (pelted. 

■ No bag. no filter 
replacement 

■ E-Cra Carpet Care. 
Unique Hoover 

grooming agitator I 

gently lifts the l 

carpet pile back F 

to Us ortg.nai £ 

position L. 

Model VORTEX. P 

& MONTHS 
INTBIEST FREE 
OPTION* 


NEW 


BEKO SOcm Slot -in Electric Cooker 
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by Kate Watson-Smyth 
and Darius Sanai 

GARDENING CENTRES are 
hoping for record numbers of 
customers this weekend as a 
new generation of gardeners 

turns to digging and weeding as 
a form of recreation. 

Thousands of thirtysome- 
things are shunning the pub on 
Bank Holiday weekends and 
going instead to Britain's 2,500 
garden centres to fill their trol- 
leys with shrubs, plants and pot- 
ting compost 

The numbers of gardening 
magazines and television pro- 
grammes are fast overtaking 
cooking and interior decorating 
as the latest consumer passion. 
Last yean Britons spent £3bn on 
their gardens compared with 
£2JSbn two years ago. 

“There's a new interest in 
gardening from the young, pro- 
fessional urban classes, people 
who would have thought of gar- 
dening as totally unfashion- 
able 10 years ago," said Tim 
Richardson, the editor of New 
Eden, a gardening monthly to 
be launched on 15 April. 

His findings were certainly 
borne out by the hordes of 
young couples at the Alexandra 
Palace Garden Centre in north 
London yesterday. Simon Bade, 
the manager, said the good 
weather was making people 
think about their gardens. ‘‘We 
are busy now and Monday will 
be mad," he said. 

A three-acre garden centre 
can expect at least 1,000 cus- 
tomers on a sunny day, and it 
could regularly take more than 
£20,000. “Centres of this size can 
make at least o.m a year and 
some will make up to £3.5m," 
said Mr Eade. 

Adge Gittins, 30, has just 


-?Mr~ 


1500 — ^ 



I 0 ■— &2l£ SLc 

; -1996 1997 199 8 

bought his first house with a 
garden, and was busy hunting 
for trellis and plants. “I don’t 
come that often - well. I was 
here last week - I'm getting 
quite into gardening," he said. 

Beric Livingstone and 
Simon Ash had come to com- 
pletely kit out their garden. 
“We may well spend more than 
£300, there’s so much here," 
said Mr Livingstone. 

Ariane Gen til had come for 
a look around with her partner, 
Remi Adewusi, a recent con- 
vert “It is wonderful to plant 
something and watch it grow 
and it becomes addictive," he 
said. Ms Gentil said she had 
subconsciously started to bud- 
get for plants out of her 
monthly income. “I say that I 
wont spend more than £30 a 
month, but sometimes I will just 
blow £100 in one go and then by 
not to come back again for a few 
weeks," she said 

Twenty minutes later the 
couple were staggering out to 
their car under the weight of 
several pots and at least one 
small tree. 

Everyone admitted to watch- 
ing gardening programmes 
avidly, particularly Ground 
Fbrce, with Alan Titchmarsh 
and the famously bra-less 


Too-pure heroin 
kills 10 people 


A BATCH of exceptionally pure 
heroin is thought to have killed 
10 people in one city in the past 
two months. 

Hie two latest overdose vic- 
tims were found in Bristol on 
Thursdaynight The police are 
concerned that other drug 
users are at threat from the 
heroin, which is 50 to SO percent 
more pure than normal. 

Since February nine men 
and one woman, all aged from 
their late twenties to early thir- 
ties, have been found dead in 
and around the city centre. 
Victims have been found in 
public toilets, night shelters 
and a carpark. 

One of the latest victims 
was a man in his twenties who 
was found slumped in a shop- 
ping centre toilet on Thursday. 
He was taken to hospital but 
died later. Bristol was identified 
in a recent Home Office-fond- 


By Jason rennftto 
Crime Correspondent 

ed study as one of the dties 
experiencing a new influx of 
heroin. 

The drug is believed to have 
come from major traffickers 
based in Liverpool and Man- 
chester, who supply local Bris- 
tol dealers. Heroin “wraps," 
which provide a hit, cost from 
£7 to £10 in the city. 

In what is believed to be an 
unrelated case, four people have 
died in Manchester in the past 
two weeks, apparently after 
overdosing on a pure form of 
heroin. 

One explanation for the high 
purity levels is that the drug has 
gone on sale without dealers 
having time to mix or “cut" it 
with other non-taac substances 
The 10 people to have (fled in 
Bristol all injected the drug. 


KOSOVO 

CRISIS APPEAL 


In the past few days tens of thousands of refugees from 
Kosovo have crossed into Albania and Macedonia. 
Many are frightened and traumatised. They face a bleak 
and uncertain future. 

The Red Cross is at Hie forefront of the humanitarian 
response. Our local networks and international 
expertise enable us to distribute food, bedding and 
hygiene parcels. We urgently need your donation to 
ensure we can continue to provide this support: 



+ 


British Red Cross 


Registered Charity No. 22OS40 


‘All donations will be distributed through the Disasters Emergency 
Committee (Registered Charity No. 1062638) of which the 
British Red Cross is a member. 


0345 315 315 


Yes, I want to help the people of Kosovo. 

1 enclose a cheque/ postal order (payable to British Red Cross) for 

□ £250* □ £50 □ £30 Q£25 Other £ 

Or please debit my Visa /Mastercard /A mev/Piner. Club.'Switch Card 


Eaprry dale . 
Signature 


Switch issue no.. 


.Today sdate 


Postcode Tel 

\l'v, ph. 2 * send ih» cm pun with vour doruuxwi Ik fHfe HUH ISH PEE' CROSS 
ROOM 7300. FREETOST. LONDON SW1X 7BP "A ilwiaiuw nl ..r muro is 
worth jhnou a third much jgjm ihmugh uiM Aid & w." .-an claim tuck the ia» 

□ PVW hei thin fcn <1 yuu do n.H n'tJl m rittWVV j nxvif* 

G flea, ilki thtt btA 11 ) mi du (Ml b an I In nceivr further inirnnsDiM uniin' Red Caw 


Charlie Dimmock. But times 
have changed. Ten years ago, 
Ms Dimmock would have been 
the main interest: now it is Mr 
Titchmarsh. and even he plays 
second fiddle to the plants. 

There are now up to six gar- 
dening programmes a week, 
and magazines such as the 
functional BBC Gardeners' 
World are flourishing. 

The national obsession with 
producing flowers and plants is 
reflected in the latest figures 
from Bookwatch, which lists the 
highest-selling living author; 
for both fiction and non-fiction, 
as Dr D G Hessayon. Dr Hes- 
sayon's The Garden Expert 
and The House Plant Expert 
have sold more than 17 million 
copies between them, out- 
stripping the collected works of 
John Grisham. Danielle Steel 
and even Delia Smith. 

“You don’t just have to stick 
a lawn down and surround it 
with roses, you can stylise and 
personalise it" says Tbny Sut- 
ton, manager of Alston's nurs- 
ery on the King’s Road in 
Cbeisea. “A much more con- 
temporary look is in. people are 
becoming more theatrical.” 
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2 YEARS FREE SERVICING AVAILABLE ON ALL NEW TOYOTA AYENSIS SE MODELS REGISTERED BY 31 MAY 1999. 

With a choice of 1.61 saloon or 1 .8i liftback, the sleek new Avensis SE boasts alloy wheels, air conditioning and radio/CD player as well as 2 years 
free servicing and a 3 year/60,000 mile warranty. That's on top of twin front and side airbags, ABS, power front windows and mirrors and remote 
control central locking. Yet surprisingly it starts from just £1 3.495. Prospective buyers should contact us immediately. Before we change our minds. 

the car in front is a 

TELEPHONE 0800 111 555 www.toyota.co.uk 

FREE . StrtVC'N'w >rtR COVERS ‘ YEARS i2 SSRViCESi ON ®LL NEiV TO: OTA A-.'ENSiS SE MyOiLV. TFfrEO BETi'.CEN 1 APRIL J999 AND Si MAY 1999 AMO EXCLUDES ESTABLISHED FLEET OPERATORS. DIPLOMATIC. 
TAX rP=E AND S^E.IAL SALES PURCHASE SCHEMES. MODEL SHOWN Av;N$lS J.i, s= A DCC? r.lTH T'CN-L U'/EPNE SILVER METALLIC PAINT AT £2 50. TOTAL PRICE £i?.~45. MODEL SHOrt;. 1 SUBJECT TO AV-.IL.AEILIT:" 
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Brown leads 
Labour bid 
in Scots poll 





THE CHANCELLOR has be- 
come a dominant force in 
Labour's bid for control of the 
Scottish Paiiiament, in effect 
leading the campaign for the 
elections on 6 May. 

Unlike Tony Blair, who, al- 
though born and educated in 
Scotland is considered very 
English, Mr Brown is widely 
liked by his country folk. He rep- 
resents Dunfermline East and 
has made Labour north of the 
border very much his own fief- 
dom. Donald Dewar, Scottish 
Secretary and would-be leader 
of the parliament, has won re- 
spect but little ground against 
the Scottish National Party. 

The Chancellor has a per- 
sonal interest in ensuring 
Labour wins since, if the SNP 
gets enough seats to take Scot- 
land down the road to inde- 
pendence, his long-term hopes 
of succeeding Tony Blair at 10 
Downing Street will be dashed 

Delta House, Labour’s new 
Glasgow headquarters, has 
largely been restaffed by 
“Brownies” under the general 
secretary Alex Rowley, former 
leader of the Chancellor's na- 


by Stephen Goodwin 
S cotland Correspondent 

tive county of Fife. Beavering 
away there this weekend was 
Douglas Alexander Mr Brown’s 
aide and speecbwritec whose 
loyalty was rewarded when he 
got the Paisley South seat 
ahead of a Blairite candidate. 

Fife has seen a lot more of 
its favourite son. He has been 
photographed visiting busi- 
nesses in the “wee kingdom", 
kicking a ball around at Raith 
Rovers and meeting Hector 
Chawla, the doctor who saved 
his right eye after a rugby ac- 
cident at Kirkcaldy High 
School. The rumour is Mr 
Brown will be in his home town 
in July to marry Sarah 
Macaulay, a PR executive. 

His Budget tax cuts were 
seen in Scotland as election 
giveaways for modest-income 
working families -once loyal to 
Labour but toying with the left 
ish SNP - and scarcely a day 
goes by without the promise of 
more goodies, from mobile 
phones for health workers to 
laptops for teachers and extra 


milli ons to cut crime. Mr 
Brown's campaign seems to be 
working in his, and Labour’s, 
favour. T\vo polls yesterday give 
Labour some 40 per cent of the 
vote in the first ballot and just 
under that in the second, pro- 
portional, one. Those figures 
would give Labour about 60 
seats in the 129-member Par- 
liament, compared with 39 for 
the SNR 18 for the Liberal De- 
mocrats and 12 for the Ibries. 

While on the face of it that 
represents a reopening of 
Labour’s lead on the SNR the 
figures are too close for comfort 
and Mr Brown has been brief- 
ing reporters from London on 
the SNP's extra taxes for Scots. 
Party strategists can see the ad- 
vantages of allowing Mr Dewar 
to bathe in the limelight of the 
Chancellor’s efforts while keep- 
ing clear of bruising encounters 
with the SNP 

The coming week will see 
the campaign for Scotland's 
first legislature in 300 years 
under way in earnest with 
the parties holding glitzy 
launches and starting daily 
press conferences. 



£200 supper 
may land 
Twigg in soup 





Andrew Terrill carrying the Cross in the Good Friday Crucifixion procession across 
London from the Methodist Central Hall to Westminster Abbey Jbm Pilston 
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STEPHEN TWIGG, who won 
Enfield Southgate for labour 
from Michael Portillo, could 
be in danger of following 
Fiona Jones in the Newark 
election expenses Sasco. Mr 
TWigg appears to have start- 
ed his re-election campaign 
in Southgate already, and 
runs the risk of making him- 
self liable to incurring election 
expenses during the next two 
to three years. 

On mysterious notepaper 
headed: “ST2M” Mr Twigg 
this week wrote begging let- 
ters inviting attendance at “a 
very special evening - the 
launch of a fond to help my re- 
election as the Member of 
Parliament for Enfield South- 
gate”. Mr Trigg is to hold a 
reception and dinner on 19 
May at the prestigious West 
Lodge Park Hotel in his con- 
stituency where “we shall be 
joined by the architect of 
New Labour, the Rt Hon 
Peter Mandelson MP". 

Uninhibited by the recent 
rows over blind trusts, Mr 
Twigg has set up “the ST2M 
trust fond through which I 
hope to secure sufficient re- 
sources to open a con- 
stituency office at the earliest 
opportunity”. The letter con- 
tinues: “If you cannot join us 
on 19 May, please consider 
making a donation to 
•ST2M’." But why are donors 
not asked to pay the dosh 
straight to the Southgate 
Labour Party coffers? 

Sources at Conservative 
Central Office claim that, 
under election law, the clock 
begins ticking for election ex- 
penses the moment an MP or 
candidate declares they are 
campaigning for re-election. 
The cost ofMr TWiggs dinner 
and subsequent political ac- 
tivities should, according to 
my Tory mole, be included in 
his next election expenses 
return with the consequent 
risk that he will have ex- 
ceeded the legal limit before 
the election is even called. 

There is no such thing as 
a free lunch but the ticket 
prices of political dinners can 
fluctuate widely indicating 
the relative powee populari- 
ty or influence of the guest of 
honour. The cheapest, at £30 
a ticket, is the Conservative 
London Region Dinner (in- 
cluding wine) with William 
Hague on 28 April at the Mar- 
riott Hotel Grosvenor 
Square; £125 buys dinner with 
Baroness Thatcher on 20 
April to celebrate the 20th an- 
niversary of her election as 
Prime Minister. But £200 a 
plate is the price Stephen 
Twigg is charging for his 
champagne reception and 
dinner with the MP for 
HartiepooL The price of New 
Labour can never be too high. 


JAMES ARBUTHNOT. the 
Conservative Chief Whip, 
broke parliamentary con- 
vention last week by moving 
the writ for the Newark by- 
election. Making his first 
speech in the Co mmons since 
the general election, Mr Ar- 
buthnot triggered a debate 
that resulted in the Govern- 
ment successfully voting 
down his application. 

In the past it has been a 
well-established principle 
that the party currently hold- 
ing a seat applies to move the 
writ to set in train the by- 
election. During Harold Wil- 
son’s time as Prime Minister; 
his government frequently 
avoided by-election trouble by 
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THE WEEK IN 
WESTMINSTER 

MICHAEL BROWN 

leaving a vacancy unfilled for 
anything up to a year. A sub- 
sequent gentlemen’s agree- 
ment was established that a 
by-election should be held 
within three months of a va- 
cancy and only the party that 
previously held the seat 
should move the writ 

The Newark vacancy was 
declared by the High Court 
with effect from 19 March so 
Labour is perfectly within 
the convention provided the 
election is held by mid-June. 

No one could fathom Mr 
Arbuthnofs motives since he 
ffid not have the votes in the 
division lobby to enforce his 
motion. He played a danger- 
ous game, however, for the 
Tories in the future. Should a 
Conservative-held seat fall 
vacant, Labour will now be 
tempted to pull the same 
trick and move the writ to suit 
its own purposes. What is 
more, it has the majority to 
carry the motion. Parlia- 
mentary conventions are best 
maintained or breaches can 
return with a vengeance. 


LIBERAL DEMOCRAT lead- 
ership contenders, who are 
not supposed to be cam- 
paigning for a vacancy that is 
not yet supposed to exist, 
are having difficulty in cov- 
ering their tracks as their 
offices are mostly situated on 
the sixth floor of the office 
block at 7 MUIbank where the 
walls are exceptionally thin. 

While Don Foster and Nick 
Harvey continue to maintain 
outwardly friendly relation- 
ships. their aides’ ears are 
pressed to the wall trying to 
overhear the respective 
hushed whispers of endless 
streams of former Liberal 
Democrat press officers who 
are suddenly filing into each 
other’s offices. Paddy Ash- 
down's injunction that there 
should be no campaigning 
for the leadership is being ho- 
noured rather more in the 
breach than the observance. 


WITH RECENT press rows 
over the high-life comforts of 
ministers when flying abroad. 
Downing Street has hit on the 
clever wheeze of buying 
peace with journalists. 

When the Prime Minister 
visits Chicago and Washing- 
ton for the Na to summit later 
this month, lobby correspon- 
dents, broadcasters and pho- 
tographers will travel Club 
Class in the Prime Minis- 
ter’s aircraft — at a cost of 
£3,500 to their editors. In the 
past the press have been 
confined to the back of age- 
ing RAF VC10S. 
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250 book 
prizes - 
and still 
counting 


WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO WIN A LITERARY PRIZE? 


THERE IS about to be a new 
literary prize. That feet alone 
will guarantee the £30,000 
Samuel Johnson Prize forNon- 
Elction a place in a key literary 
work. 

Itwifl be fisted and described 
in the Book Trust Guide to 
Literary Prizes. There are now 
so many book prizes -250 at the 
last count and rising - that 
there has to be a book to help 
the uninitiated to find their 
way around them. 

The initiated, of course, 
know all about them. Property 
plugged in and with the right 
connections, a bibliophile who 
manages to attend most of the 
prize ceremonies should not 
have to cook dinner for most of 
the year. 

And for authors, and in- 
creasingly judges, there are 
weekly opportunities for fame. 
A headline-grabbing judge is 
now almost vital for a prize to 
rise above the pack. Among the 
judges for the Samuel Johnson 
Prize will be Cherie Booth, 
■wife of the Prime Minister and 
a notable barrister; though not 
as yet an authority on English 
literature. 


BY DAVID LISTER 

Arts News Editor 


The Samuel Johnson Prize 
has been set up by an anony- 
mous patron. This must cer- 
tainty be an indication of their 
familiarity with the writings 
of Samuel Johnson, who 
described a patron as “eom- 
monty a wretch who supports 
with insolence, and is paid with 
flattery”. 

The creation of the Samuel 
Johnson Prize tells us some- 
thing else about book prizes. It 
replaces the NCR award for 
non-fiction- a prize that came 
into disrepute after its panel of 
television celebrity judges 
admitted they had only read 
summaries of the books on the 
shortlist A conscientious judge 
for the Samuel Johnson award 
will have to work their way 
through a year's worth of 
non-fiction books in about sis 
weeks. 

Book prizes can be confus- 
ing for judges, authors and 
even the prize-givers. Beryl 
Bainbridge - who won the 
£10,000 WH Smith award 
after missing out on both the 



Most prolific Winner 

Claudia Roden: “The Book of Jewish 
Food” 

Glenfiddich Food and Drink Awards; Guild 
of Food Writers Awards; Jewish Quarterly 
Literary Prizes; Andrg Simon Memorial 
Fund Awards. 

“Roden... brings gefilte fish to the gentile 
kitchen and latke takeaways to the high 
street" - Stanley Price. The Times 


MOST EMBARRASSED WINNER 

Sebastian Faulks: “Charlotte Gray” 

The Literary Review Award for Bad Sex 
in Fiction 

“Her ears were filled with the sound of a 
soft but frantic gasping and it was some 
time before she identified it as her own" 
“This is so wonderful I feel I might 
disintegrate, I might break into a million 
fragments" 


Winner of winners 

Salman Rushdie: “Midnight's 
Children” 

“...one of the very best of our post- 
postwar novels, a capacious, amazingly 
inventive work that opened fiction out to 
new forms of narrative, new sounds and 
voices ... a masterwork of its generation" 
- Malcolm Bradbury, Judge of the Booker 
of Bookers 


Most Bizarre title 

“Developments In Dairy Cow 
Breeding and Management And New 
Opportunities lb Widen The Use OF 
Straw” Nuffield Farming Scholarship 
Ttust 

Diagram Group prize in the Bookseller 
magazine awards winning a bottle of 
champagne. Previous entrants include; 

“The Joy OF Sex: Pocket Edition” 


Booker and the Whitbread - 
says rather disconcertingly: 
“I’m not sure- that literary 
prizes help literacy. I think that 
in Dickens* time, 10 per cent of 
people read books. I don't think 
actually that it’s gone up very 
much." 

WH Smith itself doesn't 
seem to be convinced that its 
annual award winner is neces- 
sarily the best read of the year. 


for the company also runs an 
alternative prize: “The Thump- 
ing Good Read." 

A WH Smith spokesman said 
the winner of this £5,000 award 
had to be “an accessible and 
page-turning good read". Quite 
how Beryl Bainhridge’s latest 
offering. Master Geonjie, differs 
from this description is un- 
clear. And why is a thumping 
good read worth just half the 


prize-money of a literary award 
winner? 

As it happens, a thumping 
good read is far too predictable 
a criterion for many of the book 
prizes currently on offer. What 
about those dedicated people 
who compile the indexes? Ftear 
not; they are rewarded with the 
annual Wheatley Medal for “an 
outstanding index". The cur- 
rent holder, as students of 


indexes will know, is Jan Ross 
for the index to Rheumatology, 
Second Edition. 

Mountaineers must feel gra- 
tuitously excluded from the 
annual literary shindigs as they 
have their own prize: the £2,000 
Boardman Thsker Award for an 
“outstanding contribution to 
mountain literature". 

Then there are prizes that 
cunningly cut down the cost of 


administration by making rules 
that limit the number of en- 
trants. The Teixiera-Gomez 
Prize is awarded to the best 
translation of a Portuguese 
work written by a Portuguese 
national - but entries must 
have been published in the UK 
There are other furtive ways 
to win a literary prize. If you 
don’t feel you are going to 
get the Booker or Whitbread, 


set a page of your novel in 
Lancashire and it is then 
eligible for the £2,500 Portico 
Prize, awarded to a book “set 
wholly or parity in the North- 
west of England". 

Even that seems generously 
wide r angin g, however, com- 
pared with the £5.000 Lichfield 
Prize, awarded to an unpub- 
lished work “set in the Lichfield 
district". 


'V 


Literary award with more twists than a good novel 


MONEY CAN’T buy you love. 
Sometimes, in the confusing 
world of the literary prize, a 
lorry-load of cash can't buy you 
any attention efthec In France, 
the revered Prix Gonoourt each 
year awards 50 francs (about 
£5> to the winning novelist As 
night follows day that token of- 
fering will bring in its wake 
sales that can often reach 
seven figures, and a lifetime of 
guaranteed esteem. 

Now consider the Intema- 


by Boyd tonkin 
Literary Editor 


tional IMPAC/Dublin Literary 
Award. The which? Precisely. 
Launched in 1996. sponsored by 
a US manqgpment consultan- 
cy and organised from Dublin, 
the IMPAC gives a cool 
ma.00,000 0»7,400) to an Eng- 
lish-language novel or an Eng- 
lish translation. It has just 
announced a formidable short- 
list for 1999, which features Don 


DeLQlo, Ian McEwan and Bern- 
hard Schlink’s The Reader. 

Yet the heavy weight of 
IMPAC funding has failed to 
make much of a dent on public 
consciousness - although it 
has one of the finest specialist 
PR firms in London on the 
case. Something diffuse and 
hard-to-grasp about its brief, its 
time-scale and its purpose has 
muffled the message. 

Tb bring the greatest bene- 
fits to authors (and to spon- 


sors). a literary award needs 
clarity, focus and controversy. 
The Booker Prize for fiction, 
now in its 31st yean has seldom 
lacked contention, even though 
newer awards have overtaken 
its £20,000 value. 

As one of the judges this 
year I discovered that the an- 
nual Booker buzz begins 
around the time of the first 
cuckoo. No sooner had the 
panel met for a preliminary 
meeting than details of their 


lunchtime drinking habits mys- 
teriously’ turned up on a tabloid 
paper's gossip page. It's all 
good murky fun, designed to 
keep the Booker in the public 
eye and to stop its rivals snatch- 
ing its undoubted role as 
market-leader 
Martyn Goff the genial and 
sure-footed sultan of spin who 
masterminds the Booker evety 
year, could give lessons in 
media massaging to Peter 
Mandelson. Sir Michael Caine. 


the former Booker pic chair- 
man who died last month, also 
worked tirelessty to keep the 
prize at the top of its class. 

As for the judges -well, they 
can be relied on to behave er- 
ratically enough. Last year the 
novelist Penelope Fitzgerald 
managed to scupper the wide- 
ly tipped Beryl Bainbridge's 
chances, and so ensure that Ian 
McEwan won. (Fitzgerald was 
rooting for Magnus Mills, bus- 
driver turned novelist and now 


The Independent's radio critic). 

And, in 1994, a world-class 
spell of committee-busting by 
the Scots journalist Alan Tay- 
lor saw him rapidly pushing his 
favoured candidate - James 
Kelman - from a straggling 
third place into the winners’ en- 
closure. That year’s wrong- 
footed chairman, Professor 
John Bayley, riposted with an 
after-dinner speech that 
trashed exactly the sort of 
streetwise modern novel that 


had just won his prize. Listen- 
ing to Bayley, the writer sitting 
next to me grumbled his dis- 
sent His name? Salman 
Rushdie. 

We shall know soon enough 
what this year's BooSer bar- 
neys have in store. The lesson 
for all prize-givers and prize - 
funders is that a successful 
award calls for a dusting of 
spice as well as solidity for grit 
as well as gravitas. Just like the 
best kind of novel in fact 


You really can be confident in 

FRENCH, SPANISH 
GERMAN or ITALIAN 

in 3 Vs weeks. 


You get a much wanner response whan you 
travel and command men respect in business, 
if yon speak another language, it also helps 
greatly with school progress. 

But many people are put oft learning a language 
because they fear it takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bluntly, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint is "I can real a 
bit of French - but I cant speak it" 

Accelerated Learning is -a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
learn the way you learned English - through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing and 
doing. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repeating the phrases you 
see on super titles, you learn key vocabulary 
quickly and easily. Watching and imitating is how 
you started to speak as a chBd. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing ratio plays on 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story 
and motivated to hear whafc next The plays 
cover all the important situations you’ll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 

There are parte you can practise m the car and 
even a part where the story is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves the left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity). 
Tliewords become as easyfe remember as a ~ 
song. 

Visual Learning. In your course the foreign . 
language has the English text immediately 
alongside. It helps you ahsoiothe words ... 
naturally and easily. Then key phrases are vividly 
and memorably illustrated through ‘Memory 
Maps". When you recall the images, you recall 
the words. 



THE METHOD WORKS 


Total Involvement There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, the 
Name Same, unlocks fee meaning of thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

It’s fee unique multi-media combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 
ting confidently In such a short time. And 
t communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


Education Hews says. ‘It's radically different - 
there are so many features about it that 
recommend it to the learner.’ The Banters 
tostfWa of New Zealand says, 'Accelerated 
Learning is the new competitive weapon.' 

Mertsa says, ‘It’s revolutionary." Tbe Daily Mail 
reported that “Children using-Accelerated Learning 
are racing ahead.” "The results are spectacular " 

BBC and I7Y news recently reported on a school 
where Jsa times more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

Australian TV news reported “Astonishing 
fluency." “They did two years work in three 
months.’ 

Hundreds of companies for whom proficiency is 
vital use Accelerated Learning for language and 
general training - such as Air UK, Boeing. Boots. 
Esso, IBM, Kodak, ICI, Rover, Glaxo. Sony. Tesco, 
Nestle, Lloyds Bank etc. 


H 


We irofe you te onter wth 
this reassurance. We will not 
process your cheque or credit 
& card lor at least 15 days after 
we dispatch your course. If you 


are 


fastest and most enjoyable” way to learn a 
juage, simply return fee programme and you 
we paid nothing. That’s haw sure we are. 




FREE 
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FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 


Can you really speak well in 3v : weeks? Yes. 
fee record so far was 31 hours of study to pass 
fee Institute of Linguists Preliminary Certificate. 
Think what you could achieve in a month! 

Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 50 20 20 
(24 hours) or use fee coupon below. 
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Braun Oral-B Plaque Removers are recommended by more UK dentists than all other electrical 
brands combined. Available at Argos, Boots, Oom'et, Currys, Index, Superdrugand many fine retailers 
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Mayor charged over La Fe nice fire 



by Frances Kennedy 
in Rome 
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The interior of Venice’s 18th-century opera house, before the fire in 1996. La Fenice was dosed for restoration at the time of the blaze 


A JUDGE in Venice has or- 
dered 10 people to stand trial 
in connection with a fire that 
destroyed the city’s world- 
renowned opera house. Two 
electricians, rewiring La 
Fenice at the time of the blaze, 
face charges of arson. The oth- 
ers - who include the city 
mayor. Massimo Cacciari, the 
former superintendent of the 
Opera Gianfranco Pontel and 
other administrators - face 
charges of negligence. The 
trial is due to begin on 31 May. 

After a lengthy investiga- 
tion, Venice prosecutors con- 
cluded that the fire that 
enveloped the 18th-century 
theatre was started deliber- 
ately by the two electricians. 
Enrico Carrella and Massimil- 
iano Marchetti are accused of 
torching one of the world's 
most famous opera houses to 
avoid hefty fines for being be- 
hind schedule on restoration 
work. Both men, who work for 
a small company in financial dif- 
ficulties, deny the allegations. 

Massimo Cacciari, a left- 
wing philosopher who as mayor 
chairs the board of La Fenice. 
said: “2 am deeply saddened 
that my citizens might think 
that I am to blame or have been 
negligent towards our theatre." 


IT'S THE PRICE 


THAT COUNTS, 


NOT THE DISCOUNT 


ANN NEEDHAM 
Customer Adviser 
B&Q FAREHAM 


“These prices are still the best, whatever 
l discounts our competitors offer.” 
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Qualcast Hoverlite 
Lightweight Mower 

30cm (12") cutting blade length. 
850 watt motor power. 
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£52 


Qualcast Cobra 32 
Mains Rotary Mower 

32cm (12.5") cutting blade 
length. 1000 watt motor 


power. 


£89 


Flymo Turbo Compact 330 

33cm (13") cutting ^ 
blade length. 

1400 watt ™ 

motor power. 




Qualcast Turbotrak 35 
Rotary Mower 

35cm (14") cutting blade length. 
1150 watt motor power. 
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The devastated La Ffenice may not reopen for years 


According to the investigat- 
ing magistrate. Felice Casson, 
who had initially asked that 
even tougher charges be 
pressed: “Fire alarms had 
been deactivated and hi g h ly in- 
flammable materials were 
stored in a haphazard manner 
in different parts of the 
theatre." Thus Mr Cacciari 
and technicians at La Ft nice 
were responsible for the speed 
with which the fire took hold 
and the delay in putting it out 
On the night of 29 January 
1996, La Fenice had been dosed 
for work to bring it up to Euro- 
pean safely standards. The feet 
that the surrounding canals 
had been drained hampered the 
firefighters. 

The charges are particularly 
galling for Mr Cacciari, who in 
1993 started a comprehensive 
cleaning programme for the 
city's canals. In a statement pre- 
sented to the court, he stressed 
that the work at La Fenice had 
been urgent and the canal clean- 
ing was to ensure that once the 
theatre reopened, “emergency 
and security services, above all 
the fire brigade [would be able 
to] access it easily”. 

The destruction of La 
Fenice, famed for its eacoustics 
and considered an artistic gem, 
stunned the world of opera and 
lovers of Venice. Millions of 
pounds were raised and stars 
such as Luciano Pavarotti and 
Woody Alien offered their sup- 


port Charities inclu d i ng the 
British Venice In Peril and the 
United States-based Save 
Venice Inc were sail donations. 

Its name may mean phoenix 
but it is going to take a tong time 
to rise from the ashes. Con- 
tractual disputes and now the 
trial mean that it could be years 
before La Fenice reopens At 
time nf the blaze. Mr Cacciari 
swore that the theatre would be 
rebuilt “where it was and as it 
was”. When the theatre was 
gutted in 1836, it took just two 
years to recreate it But this time 
it will take at least double that 
Hie reopening was set for 29 
December 1999, but a series of 
legal battles and bureaucratic 
hitches means it now will not be 
ready until Easter 200 L The 
task was begun in May 1997 
after the Italian building com- 
pany ImpregQo, tied to Fiat won 
the tender An internationally 
renowned architect, Gae Aulec- 
ti, was in charge of the project 
However, in February 1998, 
a court upheld an appeal by a 
German-Italian consortium, 
which argued that Impregilo 
had neglected to say whether 
its tender included apartments 
used as theatre offices. As run- 
ner-up, the consortium took 
over the contract and is ex- 
pected to start fetor this month: 
But a legal challenge from the 
third bidden who argues that a 
new tender should be held, 
risks causing further delays. 


Israeli Arabs 
could oust 
Netanyahu 


By Eric Silver 
in Jerusalem 


THE THREE Jewish candidates 
in next month’s elections for Is- 
raeli prime minister are learn- 
ing the hard way that wooing 
i the Arab minority, which ac- 
counts for 12 per cent of the 
electorate, is a tricky business. 

The right-wing Likud party's 
I incumbent, Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, was greeted with 
everything from polite scepti- 
cism to outright hostility when 
he visited Muslim communities 
celebrating Id ai Adha ithe 
Fteast of the Sacrifice) early this 
week. In the Western Galilee 
town of Sbeferam, he was de- 
nounced as an “enemy of 
peace" and roundly told he 
was not welcome. He complet- 
ed his tour; all the same. 

In 1996, Mr Netanyahu de- 
feated Shimon Peres by less 
than l per cent of the total vote. 
It looks likely to be just as close 
this time. Every vote, however 
unlikely, is worth fighting for. 
Someone, somewhere, might 
take seriously his last-minute 
promise of equality and public 
funding for the Arab sector; £4m 
in one year for Shefaram alone. 

When the Centre Party’s 
Yitzhak Mordechai visited the 
Muslim stronghold of Kafr 
Kassem. the leader of Israel's 
Islamic Movement, Sheikh Ab- 
dullah Nimr Darwish, urged the 
Former defence minister to 
make common cause with 
Labour’s Etaud Barak to avoid 
splitting the anti-Netanyahu 
vote. The Arabs, he explained, 
would go to the polls first time 
round to vote for their own 


maM 




Netanyahu: Denounced 
as ‘an enemy of peace’ 


parliamentary candidates (and 
while they were at it, cast a sep- 
arate ballot for prime minister), 
but they could not be relied on 
to go back two weeks later if no 
prime ministerial contender 
won the necessary 50 per cent. 
“We can’t let Netanyahu make 
it to a second round," Sheikh 
Darwish insisted. 

Two opinion polls, published 
yesterday, gave Mr Mordechai 
a maximum of 17 per cent in the 
first round, compared with 36 
per cent for Mr Netanyahu and 
33 per cent for Mr Barak. In a 
second round, both Mr Barak 
and Mr Mordechai would edge 
out Mr Netanyahu. 

■ A 19-year-old Palestinian who 
was shot in the pelvis during 
Muslim riots nine years ago is 
to receive 50,000 shekels 
(£8,000) from the Israeli gov- 
ernment to buy Viagra. Doctors 
said the injury had impaired his 
sexual capability and recom- 
mended Viagra. The court 
awarded him 630,000 shekels, 
but said that only 50,000 should 
go on the anti-impotence drug. 


Ban for singer ‘with 
dog called Mohamed 


A LEBANESE pop singer ac- 
cused of naming a dog after the 

Prophet Mohamed has been 
barred from entering Egypt 
according to a government- 
run newspaper. 

Police at Cairo airport denied 

Najwa Karam entiy on Thurs- 
day sending her bade to Beirut 

Al-Messa reported. She had 
been booked to perform at ho- 
tels in Cairo. 

Egypt became the first na- 
tion to deny entry to the popu- 
lar singer since a magazine 
claimed that she had named her 


dog after the founder of Islam. 
Muslims consider dogs un- 
clean, and insulting the Prophet 
Mohamed blasphemous. 

Ms Karam. a Christian, has 

aerued the accusation and her 
lawyer has said she doesn't 
even own a dog. Still, the daim 
nas prompted many radio and 
television stations to ban her 
songs. Efforts by the Lebanese 

nI?f S ^i £ailed 10 Persuade po- 
lice to allow Ms Karam entry 
uie newspaper said. 

Police gave no reason for 
back the singer. (AP) 
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Yeltsin sacks 

corruption 

investigator 


President Boris Yeltsin addressing the Commonwealth of Independent States meeting in the Kremlin yesterday. The CIS leaders discussed 
the crisis in Yugoslavia and the sacking, at Russia’s behest, of CIS secretary Boris Berezovsky Reuters 


BORIS YELTSIN has smashed a 
rare moment of Russian unity 
by suspending his chief prose- 
cutor - the same man who is 
investigating corruption in the 
Kremlin’s innermost circle. 

There was a howl of political 
protest yesterday after the 
President signed a decree re- 
moving Yuri Skuratov, and or- 
dered officials to seal his office 
and cut his Kremlin hot-line. 

Mr Yfeltsin justified the move 
- which the State Duma (par- 
liament) condemned as un- 
constitutional - by arguing he 
had the legal right temporarily 
to suspend Mr Skuratov pend- 
ing the outcome of a criminal 
inquiry into his activities, 
launched yesterday. 

Key incriminating evidence 
is a video, now being sold on the 
Moscow black martet, in which 
the prosecutor cavorts naked 
with two prostitutes - seamy 
scenes, which the Kremlin says 
suggest compromising links 
with the underworld. 

But Mr Yeltsin’s opponents 
allege the move amounts to an 
attempt by the Kremlin to blodk 
the investigation into allega- 
tions that members of the 
President’s inner circle took 
bribes in return for granting lu- 


By Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 


crative building contracts to a 
Swiss construction company. 
The firm, Mabetex, denies 
wrongdoing 

The Communist leader Gen- 
nady Zyuganov, said the pros- 
ecutor had documents showing 
that “a corrupt group” has 
gathered around Mr Yeltsin. He 
described the suspension as a 
“flagrant violation of the con- 
stitution” and alleged the pros- 
ecutor had a list of 20 names 
holding $40bn i£25bn> in Swiss 
bank accounts. 

By moving anew to oust the 
law officer; Mr Yeltsin has en- 
tered a new fight with parlia- 
ment as last month its upper 
house rejected the President's 
attempts to get rid of the pros- 
ecutor: Mr Skuratov said yes- 
terday his removal was illegal. 

The Kremlin’s decision to 
provote new political turmoil 
caused astonishment in 
Moscow as it was enjoying a 
moment of relative political 
peace brought about by the 
common outrage over the Nato 
attacks on Yugoslavia. 

There was speculation that 
the move was not Mr Yeltsin's 


initiative but that of his power- 
ful younger daughter and ad- 
viser, Tatyana. Reports have 
circulated in Moscow that the 
prosecutor; working jointly with 
Swiss authorities, was showing 
an interest in her activities. 

Underlying the issue is a 
power struggle between the 
Kremlin and its opponents, pos- 
sibly including the Prime Min- 
ister and potential presidential 
contender, Yevgeny Primakov. 
Among the suspected players in 
this affair is the industrial mag- 
nate Boris Berezovsky, once a 
Kremlin powerhroker whom 
Mr Primakov seems deter- 
mined to bring down. 

The magnate’s activities 
have also been under investi- 
gation by the prosecutor's of- 
fice. Investigators recently 
raided two businesses linked to 
the tycoon, saying they were ex- 
amining allegations that be 
was linked to a spying operation 
gathering intelligence on the 
Kremlin. 

^hsterday, at Russia's be- 
hest Mr Berezovsky- who has 
denied any wrongdoing - was 
sacked as secretary to the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States, the alliance of for- 
mer Soviet republics. 


Ukraine plans to 
bury Chernobyl 


BY STEVE CONNOR 
Science Editor 

A PLAN to bury the crippled 
Chernobyl nuclear reactor in a 
hole a kilometre deep has been 
proposed by Ukrainian re- 
searchers. They suggest digging 
a hole next to the plant and let- 
ting it fell ina controlled man- 
ner before covering and sealing 
it with rubble and concrete. 

Western experts have re- 
acted with alarm to the idea, 
which is bong put forward by 
four respected research insti- 
tutes in the Ukraine with the 
support of figures in the Ukrain- 
ian Academy of Sciences. 

Since the accident in April 
1986, which sent plumes of ra- 
dioactive material across Eu- 
rope, Chernobyl's stricken 
reactor Number 4 has been en- 
cased in a concrete “sarcoph- 
agus”, which has showed signs 
of becoming unstable. , 

Western midear engineers 
hrought in to advise the Ukrain- 
ian government have suggest- 
ed that the sarcophagus - 
which was built in a hurry six 
months after the accident - 
should be replaced or strength- 
ened so that it would last an- 
other ZOO years, by which time 
much of the radioactivity inside 
would have decayed. 


Air crash 
kills 17 
Russian 
troops 

A HEUCOPTER carrying Russ- 
ian troops, including a nuyor- 
general and two colonels, 
crashed yesterday on the 
border with Afghanikan, killing 
at least 17 people. 

One person was believed to 
have survived the crash of the 
Mi-8 helicopter Into the 
Byanizh riua; which forms the 
border between Tajikistan and 
Afghanis tan, according to 
Russian press reports. 

The high- ranking officers 
killed were not immediately 
identified. The cause of the 
cr ash was not known, though a 
number of ageing l&8s have 
crashed in recent months. . 

Russia has about 25,000 
troops in T^pkistan to guardfhe 
border with Afghanistan 



Chernobyl: Sent “Cloud of 
pollution across Europe 

A Russian plan put forward 
two years ago to create a gjant 
monolith by fining the entire 
sarcophagus with concrete was 
abandoned after safely as- 
sessments showed there was a 
hidden risk from missing nu- 
dearfuei believed to be sti&in- 
side the building. 

Now some Ukrainian scien- 
tists have criticised the West- 
ern plan, believing the foreign 
grant of $758m (£47 Dm) will 
end up befog spent on Western 
firms and consultants rather 
than Ukrainian workers. 

Instead they want Ukraini- 
ans to digs giant grave for the 
sarcophagus that would be big 
enough to bury the 50-storey 
tower block at Canary Wharf 


and still have room to spare. 
The Kiyvbasproekt Institute 
in Ukraine is promoting the 
idea, which also has the support 
of the Ukrainian Scientific 
Centre for Environmental 
Radiochemistry, the Mining 
Construction Institute and 
the Institute of Construction 
Technologies. 

Dmytro Hrodzynskyy. a 
member of the Ukrainian Acad- 
emy of Sciences, says in the 
magazine Nudear Engineering 
International that geological 
research in the region will as- 
sess the risk of ground-water 
contamination. 

“The Academy of Sciences 
will be performing some 
drilling next year to study the 
issue. We should not forget 
earthquakes either But we 
have to support tins idea in gen- 
eral; it is very promising.” Mr 
Hrodzynskyy said. 

Emlen Sobotovych. another 
academician who backs the 
proposal, said the Western plan 
of strengthening the sarcoph- 
agus envisages removing the 
radioactive contents gradually. 

Of the four reactors at Cher- 
nobyl only one is still working 
and that is due to be shutdown 
next year when the power plant 
is scheduled to stop producing 
electricity. 
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. to the government in the capt 
tal Dushanbe. They are also 
postedthere to intercept smug- 
glers who attempt -to cany 
drugs and weapons across the 
border: 

More than 200 Russian 
troops in the border force have 
been killed since it was de- 
coyed in 1993; officials have 
said. MP) 


In Brief 

Kaunda assassination attempt 

THE FORMER President Kenneth Kaunda escaped 
assassination when gunmpjn fired on his car outside his 
home in Lusaka, the Zambian capital. Mr Kaunda, 75. was 
still inside his house when three gunmen opened fire and 
riddled the car with bullets on Thursday night as it was 
being parked in a suburb of Lusaka. ^ 

China confirms visit to US 

CHINA ANNOUNCED yesterday that Premier Zhu Rongji 
would visit the United States and Canada from 6-20 April 
China had earlier refused to confirm the dates of the 
official trip. It will be Mr Zhu’s first visit to the US as 
premier and talks are likely to include international 
strategic issues, trade and environmental issues. 

Villagers die in drug cfispute 

AN AHMED ethnic group from Burma is thought to have 
killed nine villagers in northern Thailand in a dispute 
over drugs. Villagers in the Fhng district of Chiang Mai 
province claimed that their neighbours were captured 
and killed fay guerrillas from the United Wa State Army 
after they encountered them in the jungle. 

13 to be executed for treason 

A COURT, in Liberia has sentenced to death 13 people for 
treason after a trial that followed dashes in the capital 
last year involving supporters of the former civil war 
faction leader Roosevelt Johnson. The criminal court in 
Monrovia acquitted one defendant The 14 were among 

32 people charged with treason. 

Bankers stopped from travelling 

INDONESIA HAS banned 172 executives of ailing banks 
from travelling abroad. The Finance Minister; Bambang 
Subianto, said the ban would apply while his department 
checked the assets and liabilities of troubled banks. 
Indonesia is struggling to weather its worst economic and 
political crisis in decades. 


The UK’s Biggest PC Retailer 


Our Family PC+ package includes 
this high performance 400-3D DVD PC 
system complete with printer, scanner, 
office suite and much more for a 
new lower price of just £948 +VAT. 

Buy now and pay nothing until 
March 2000, on our No Deposit, 
Interest Free option 

400-3d DVD 

Family PC+ Exec PC 

• 400MHz AMD K6-2 3D 
processor 

• 10.1 Gb Hard disk 

• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 8Mb ATI 30 AGPx2 Graphics 

• 3D NOW! technology for 
advanced graphics 
performance 

• SoundBlaster 64v 3D PCI 
Wavetable sound 

• 4x DVD-ROM Drive 

• 15' digital colour screen 

• 512K cache 

• 56K PCI modem 

■ All standard features inc.: Windows 98, 
Keyboard. Mouse. 3.5' floppy drive. Video 
trainer. Recovery disk & AntiVirus 

• All software Backup CDs included 

■ Fully Wn98 & Year 2000 compliant. 






SAVE £480 & NOTH!, 
PAY UNTIL MA 




450-3 


O Model As above Put with 
faster 450MHz processor. Only £50 -f VAT = £58.75 extra. 

Pnoaue codes 400- £■« J19 <50- £« i 


Advanced A* colour 
scanner elso works as 
2 photocopier and fax 
machine (RRP £119). 






Epson Stykis 300 colour I- 

inkjst printer (RRP £119). 

Choice of printer cables at 
extra cost 

1:11 1 IB Scanner 


9 Extra Items 


* Modem Internet Pack • IBM Speech Pack «wth fifcophone 

• Edjcaktnal Software * 5 Top Games • Home & Business 
ffeck • ftmilyr Pad * PC Gamepad • PC Joystick 


12 Months 

Interest Free 


for salespeople who 
take the time 

to understand 

your needs 

for clear explanations 

in plain English 

-not jargon 

to cut out the 
middleman and cut 
the cost of computers 

to visit us 

- we probably have a 
Time store with easy 
parking, within 
15 minutes drive of 
your home 


■XtS FbfbeJpSadneeonctoMing 
the right PC. cal «0 your local 
y'; Time slwe. spe^ to our atf.xsofs 
Y j^Ta-?v% and pn* up your 

\ FREE video pack 


Pay Nothing Until March 2000 

No Deposit (Mar now 

No Interest K»pad«tf»ii2nian?B 
No Payments uni March 2D0Q 
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Types! FVqnca Erampb: 
KodapoAMtsrU 
rrontfs pay cash 
prcetfClOOQAPflOt 
orsBmrtEaweea. 
APR To0pteEi7Ktoo 
% 4 YRS APR 262%. 


Time 


we’re on your side" 



The award winning PC manufacturer 
that’s the UK’s largest PC retailer 
NOW OPEN IN BLUEWATER & BYFLEET 


Direct order line Freephone 

0800 771107 

Open: tovFri 840anv7pm, Sat 9am-5pm 
Sun & Bank Holidays 10am-4pm 


Over 120 stores nationwide Open late everyday ■ 


UMOM j^rva-r Snngi hWi CoraOT fernm lie® ltM9« taWt 

imwu fay. bo, hkn unou torn 
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taiw V™* , LEAST Uir hra h«M HfetaT HOT MRTHBT 3A& CHS?* 

torex su, uns>i tun bear 9nm tofo Banos Ssoux V KURD 

1 C tr* ftx WIN ueru rt* btM tease UnJ hW Til u go MMH Wes 

Ortfci tow fr'yer vunts Wuraa ^mosn icn jna> tat ten "pn UST &ab 


For details of your nearest store 

Freephone 

08003162317 

Information lines open 9am-7pm everyday 
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Daredevil 
driver who 
ensures 
the oil gets 
through 

WEEK IN THE LIFE 


SULISU ABUBAKAR 


SULISU ABUBAKAR is a fuel- 
tanker driver in Nigeria. In a 
good month he earns 3,000 
naira < £21 j for doing one of the 
most dangerous jobs in the 
world. 

Just last Wednesday Mr 
Abubakar; 33, who is married 
and has three children, expe- 
rienced the real danger of his 
job first-hand 

To prove it, he has two bul- 
let holes in his cab, one just 
above the grille and another 
straight through the wind- 
screen. There is a third dent in 
the tanker itself 

“The fuel shortages in Nige- 
ria means that people will do 
anything to fill up their cars 
and motorbikes. I am con- 
stantly in dan ger of being hi- 
jacked, even when my 33,000- 
litre container is empty, be- 
cause bandits cannot see 
whether there is fuel in it," he 
said during a delivery to Abuja, 
the Nigerian capital 

“I would do almost any 
other job if I could get one," he 
added 

In Nigeria - a leading ex- 
porter of high-grade crude oil, 
which should have no problems 
satisfying its own fud needs - 
people are accustomed to 
spending the night in their 
cars while they queue for 
petrol at prices far exceeding 
the official N20 U2p) a litre. 

Once at the front of the 


queue they must bribe their 
way on to the forecourt, where 
stressed pump attendants sell 
the volatile liquid amid frayed 
tempers and frequent fights. 

The situation has been de- 
teriorating for five years be- 
cause corrupt military leaders 
have run down Nigeria’s own 
refineries to allow themselves 
to profit from exporting crude 
and re-importing it as fueL Mr 
Abubakar's job is to collect 
petrol or diesel from fuel de- 
pots and transport it to filling 
stations. 

“My week can start any- 
where in Nigeria, even though 
my wife, Rikaya, and three 
children are in Kaduna. As a 
matter of fact I only see them 
for six or seven days a month. 
The rest of the time, I sleep in 
ffie cab. My two motor boys (as- 
sistants), Bello and Ahmed, 
sleep on the road, under the ve- 
hicle. 

“My week might start at 
home or at a fuel depot All we 
tanker drivers queue up at the 
depots, typically Port Harcourt 
or Want and wait for our boss- 
es to send us on a delivery. 

“We buy food from hawkers 
and women by the side of the 
road. I travel to Lagos an av- 
erage of three times each 
week, overnight there and re- 
turn to the depot 

"Last year the union asked 
the transporters to pay us a 


Sulisu Abubakar, a Nigerian fuel-tanker driver; with his bullet-damaged vehicle, which was ambushed by bandits Alex Duval Smith 


minimum N15.000 a month but 
they refused. 

“Some of the bosses pay as 
little as N 1,500 a month, yet a 
single trip, for a transporter; 
can yield N150.000 and their 
only overheads are the driver's 
pay and the fuel for running the 
tanker It is the driver’s re- 
sponsibility to pay the motor 
boys, if he can afford to, that is," 
said Mr Abubakar a driver for 
14 years. 

He only rarefy manages to 
pay his assistants, 25-year-old 
Bello and 26-year-old Ahmed, 
whose role is to guard the big 
orange tanker and operate its 
vents and valves. But the men 
say Mr Abubakar always gives 


them food and apy spare cash. 

Drivers live in constant fear 
Mr Abubakar said. “We work 
long hours as it is -some of my 
colleagues can drive for more 
than 24 hours without an al- 
lowance or break. Even with- 
out the danger of bandits, this 
job amounts to working with a 
bomb on your back. 

“Last Wednesday at about 
9pm, in Adamawa state, near 
the border with Chad, 1 got 
caught in my first ambush. 
You hear about these things 
happening but you assume it 
will not happen to you. Ido not 
cany a gun because it is ille- 
gal for civilians in Nigeria to 
own firearms. 


“The bandits had lain rocks 
across the road to stop the 
truck. I drove over them and 
then the shooting began. 1 just 
lay on my side, stiQ (hiving,, for 
500 metres and prayed I would 
stay on the road. When I told 
the police about the attack 
they said such events were 
common and that it was not 
even worth filing a report." 

Last month, at Onipanu fuel 
depot in Lagos, three days of 
fighting between tanker drivers 
and cattle herders claimed 
seven lives, left trucks wrecked 
and surrounding buildings 
vandalised. 

The clashes apparently 
began when a man stole 10 


litres of fueL They increased 
when the fighting became po- 
larised along tribal lines; most 
of the cattle herders were Fli- 
lani from the north of Nigeria, 
whereas drivers involved in 
the fighting were southern 
Yorubas. 

The scramble for fuel has 
often been deadly in Nigeria. 
Last October some 500 people 
died when a fireball swept 
across Jesse, near Warn, in 
southern Nigeria, after vil- 
lagers had been scavenging for 
fuel from a leaking pipeline. 

But for Mr Abubakar there 
are lighter moments in a 
Nigerian tanker driver’s life, 
such as when “you reach a 


place that has not bad fuel for 
many days and people are 
waiting for you, like a king. 

"Everyone makes way for 
the truck and the people at the 
fuel station look very happy. Of 
course you have to be firm with 
the crowd, because everyone 
comes r unnin g and cannot 
wait to be served 

“It is vital to open the vents 
correctly before discharging 
the fuel, or the build-up of 
fumes can cause an explosion 
But once all that is done, we 
can rest for a bit and perhaps 
get a free meal while people fill 
up their tanks and jerry cans," 
he said 

Alex Duval Smith 


Sudan 

charity 

workers 

killed 


BY ALEX DUVAL SMFTH 
Africa Correspondent 

FOUR MEN working for the 

Red Cross have been executed 

after being held captive for six 
weeks by the Sudan People's 
liberation Army. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross in Gene- 
va said it had been told that a 
Sudanese Red Crescent work- 
er and three government offi- 
cials who had accompanied a 
food relief team in southern 
Sudan had been killed while in 
detention. 

The team, as well as two 
ICBC expatriates, were cap- 
tured on IB February near the 
town of Bentiu after they 
strayed into territory held by 
the liberation army. On 12 
March the two expatriates 
were released 

The ICRC said in a press 
statement that for more than 
one month it had urged the 
army to release the men, and 
made a personal appeal to the 
movement's chairman, John 
Garang, when he visited 
Geneva on 22 March. 

Unofficial estimates put the 
number of dead in the southern 
Sudanese war at about a mQfion 
people. 

Dr Garan&wtwfo supported 
by, among others, the Ugandan 
President Yoweri Museveni, 
Haims he is fighting for the 
mainly Christian south to 
become a secular state, free 
from the dictates of the capital, 
Khartoum. 

A nine-month ceasefire 
na gntiatod throu gh the Inter- 
Governmental Authority on De- 
velopment (Igad) - including 
Ethiopia, Eritrea and Uganda 
- is due to expire on 15 April, 
after which talks will resume in 
the Kenyan capital Nairobi 

Fightfog tends to be seasonal 
and affected by food supply. 
That factor and claims of alle- 
giances between aid agencies 
and factions in the war have re- 
sulted in claims that Western 
charities delivering food are 
fuelling the fighting. 


SPECIAL OFFER: HALF-PRICE HOTEL BREAKS 





The Independent/Independent on 
Sunday have joined forces with 
Inter-Continental Hotels and Resorts 
to offer readers a fabulous weekend 
promotion. Numerous hotels in the 
UK and Europe are participating, 
offering four and five-star 
accommodation from as little as 
£69.50 per double room per night 
inclusive of breakfast and tax. 



CHOOSE YOUR HOTEL 


The Inter-Continental Hotels and Resorts special offer is available 
at 11 hotels in a fantastic choice of locations: London, Edinburgh, 
Hamburg, Munich, Athens, Stuttgart, Frankfurt and Brussels. 
Each of the participating hotels is perfectly located for the city’s 
shopping areas, tourist attractions, theatres, galleries, parks and 
other places of interest This amazing two-for-one deal offers 
savings of 50 per cent off the hotels’ weekend rates and is available 
exclusively to Independent readers until 30 May 1999. 


TO BOOK YOUR HOTEL: 

Simply call Inter-Continental’s Central 
Reservations Office on 0181 847 2277 and 
quote the Independent Hotel Promotion. 
Then send two tokens from the five that 
will appear in The Independent and The 
Independent on Sunday between 1 April 
1999 and 5 April 1999 (inclusive). To 
validate your offer please send the 
tokens with the completed application 
form to The Independent Inter- 
Continental Offer, Public Relations Dept, 
Hotel Inter-Continental London, l 
Hamilton Place, Hyde Park Comer, 
London, WlV 0QY 

WHAT YOUR HOTEL OFFER 

INCLUDES: 

The special rates are available on Friday, 

The full Hat of participating hotels 


Saturday and Sunday nights only. To 
qualify you must stay a minimum of two 
nights. Rates quoted are per double room 
per night, and include full breakfast and 
all taxes and service charges. Each hotel 
offers the very highest level of service and 
facilities mtiudmg superb accommodation, 
great restaurants and bars. 24-hour room 
service, laundry and dry cleaning, in-room 
satellite TV with movies, radio, minibar 
and direct-dial telephone. Some also have 
health dubs and fitness centres. All offer 
the friendfy efficient service that you would 
expect from the world's most global hotel 
company. 


Call Inter-Continental’s Central 
Reservations Office on 0181 847 2277 


ill appear on Monday 5 April 1S99 




LONDON 

May Fair Inter-Continental 
Rate: £87.50 per double room per 
night. Elegant and traditional British 
hotel in the heart of Mayfair, close to 
the Royal Academy of Arts, Bond 
Street, Green Park and Buckingham 
Palace. 


Churchill Inter-Continental 

Rate: £87 .50 per double room per 
nigHt. Contemporary spacious hotel 
just a stroll away from Bond Street 
Oxford Street and Hyde Park. 
Theatreland and prime tourist 
attractions are close by. 


Hotel Inter-Continental 
Rate: £87.50 per double room per 
night. Impressive modern hotel on 
Hyde Park Corner, close to the Royal 
Parks and Knightsbridge (home to 
Harrods and Harvey Nichols), 
Piccadilly and Oxford Street. 


Rate £69.50 per double room per 
night. In the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea, close to 
some of London’s best museums 
chic shopping areas and malor 
tourist attractions. 


I N ame 

Token 

1 Address 

J Postcode 

1 Booking Ref: No. 

3 

1 SOK) TOs The Independent intar-ConttnenCal Offer, Public Relations 
? Copt Hots! JnfarOonfinenfBf London, 1 fimtOaxt Place, Hyde Park 

I Comer, London, WXVOQY 
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BUSINESS 

‘Labour will be taxing your home next year’ 


Briefing 


Tokyo In cautious mood 

TOKYO STOCKS dosed modestly lowec with investors 
cautious ahead of the Bank of Japan’s closely-watched 
“Tbnkan" survey of business sentiment, due for release on 
Monday. The benchmark Nikkei 225 average lost 37.37 
points, or 0.23 per cent, to end at 16,290.19. June Nikkei 
futures stood 40 points higher at 1&370. Sentiment was 
also hit by news that the major Japanese trading house, 
Sumitomo, expects to post special losses of 145 billion yen 
($l-2bn) for the last finianriai yean Sumitomo, which like 
many other Japanese corporates is in the process of 
slimming down its business, said the losses were **"«» 
partly to a reduction in its risk-bearing assets. 

Brlttan urges Asian trade support 

THE EU Trade 
Commjsioner Sir Leon 
Brittan (pictured) 
yesterday urged the Asian 
economies to support a new 
round of global trade talks. 
Speaking in Malaysia, Sir 
Leon said: “I strongly 
believe that a 
comprehensive round of 
multilateral trade 
negotiations is necessary in 
the current economic 
climate to stimulate trade 
and growth and reduce the risk of protectionism.” He 
said the support of developing countries for the next 
round of trade talks, expected to be launched at a 
World Trade Organisation ministerial meeting later 
this year; could help economic re vial m Asia. 

Volvo and Mitsubishi Ho link up 9 

MOTOR GIANTS Mitsubishi and Volvo declined to comment 
on a reports in a Japanese newspaper that they were 
planning to jointly develop trucks. The Sankei newspaper 
quoted a Mitsubishi executive as saying that Mitsubishi 
Motors, Japan's fourth-largest carmaker, and Vbtvo. the 
world's second-largest truck maker; were considering 
teaming up to develop, market and sell medium-duty (rucks. 
Volvo, which recently sold its car business to Ford for $&5bn, 
has said it is keen to expand its truck business. 


STOCK MARKETS 
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THE GOVERNMENTS subsidy of 
UK home ownership will be- 
come a net tax for the first time 

nextyeai; according to research 
out today. 

The abolition of mortgage 
interest tax relief (Miras), rises 
in stamp duty and faffing rrvnme 
support payments rnean that Ihe 
net subsidy of £2L5bn paid by the 
government to UKhomeownere 
in 1997-98 will become a net tax 
of £140m from April 2000. 


BY Lea PATERSON 

This corresponds to a net tax 
per household of £8.50, accord- 
ing to analysis conducted by 
ROOF magazine's Housing 
Market Health check, and fol- 
lows years of gradual erosion of 
the home ownership subsidy. 

In 1992-93. UK homeowners 
received net payments from 
the government of £6.1bn, with 
MIRAS payments - which to- 


talled £5.2bn - accounting for the 
bulk of the pay-out. ROOF mag- 
azine's analysis demonstrates 
that just five years later; Miras 
payments had almost halved to 
£2.7bn, and net payments to 
homeowners had fallen by al- 
most a third. 

By April 2000, the changes in- 
troduced in the last Budget - 
which scrapped Miras and in- 
creased stamp duty for homes 
worth more than £250,000 - will 


mean that householders are 
paying the Government for the 
privilege of owning a home. 

Tim Dweliy, editor of ROOF 
Housing Market Heahhcheck, 
warned that the trend towards 
rising taxes for UK homeown- 
ers was set to continue. The 
abolition of Miras and the trans- 
fer of interest rate control from 
the Treasury to the Bank of 
England mean that the Chan- 
cellor will be unable to rety on 


traditional instruments of con- 
trol in times of housing boom. 

As a result, according to Mr 
Dweliy, the freasuxy may be 
forced to resort to further in- 
creases in stamp duty and new 
methods of taxation, such as the 
imposition of VAT on new 
greenfield homes and ending 
the exemption from capital 
gains tax. 

Mr Dweliy said: “Cheap Eu- 
ropean-styie mortgage rates 


come with a price. More af- 
fordable borrowing could lead 
to boom conditions. With no con- 
trol over interest rates and no 
Miras left to cut, the 'freasury 
may have to use tax to control 
overheating. If this happens, it 
is essential that low income 
owners are protected”. 

Higher taxes on the housing 
market are relatively common 
within the euro-zone, ROOF 
magazine said. 


US jobless figures fall 
to a three-decade low 


By Lea Paterson 


THE US unemployment rate 
dropped to a three-decade low 
last month, official figures re- 
vealed yesterday, although 
signs of a slowdown elsewhere 
in the world's largest economy 
soothed fears of an immin ent 
interest rate rise. 

According to figures re- 
leased by the US Labor De- 
partment. the unemployment 
rate hit 4J2 per cent in March, 
the lowest since February 1970 
and a larger fell than had been 
expected by the market The 
US unemployment rate is now 
significantly below that of 
Japan, once seen as the model 
for the rest of the world. 

The rate of unemployment 
among Hispanics fell to 5.8 per 
cent, the lowest on record, 
the figures revealed. 

The detail of the monthly 
jobs report one of the most 
market-sensitive pieces of eco- 
nomic data released in the 
US, revealed that the fall in the 
unemployment rate was large- 
ly due to a fall in the Chilian 
labour force. The US economy 
added just 46,000 new jobs 
last month, well below ana- 
lysts’ expectations, and the 
slowest pace of monthly jobs 
growth for more than three 
years. 

The weaker-than-forecast 
jobs growth, combined with a 
benign set of average earnings 
numbers, calmed fears that 
the US Federal Reserve would 
soon see fit to hike interest 
rates. A series of extremely 
strong official figures had re- 
cently heightened concerns 
about a US rate rise. Rate jit- 
ters were also sparked on 
Thursday evening, following 
the release of February’s Fed 
meeting minutes. These 
showed that some Fed mem- 
bers had begun to argue for 
the reversal of the autumn’s 
aggressive string of US inter- 
est rate cuts. 

US bonds posted their 
biggest increase for four 
weeks amid the renewed rate 
optimism, with the yield on 



American car workers: Manufacturers shed 35.000 jobs last mouth, although the economy as a whole added 
46,000 jobs and the unemployment rate fell to 4.2 per cent, a 29-year-low AP 
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US and Japan's unemployment races 
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two-year notes falling 7 basis 
points to 4.94 per cent. US eq- 
uity markets were closed for 
the Easter holiday. “There's 
good news in this report", said 
Ned Riley, chief investment of- 
ficer at BankBoston Corp. “It 


suggests there are little infla- 
tionary pressures out there". 
Greg Jones, chief economist at 
Briefing.com. said: “Even with 
tight labour markets, we’re 
seeing no acceleration of in- 
flation." 


Despite the weaker-than- 
expected jobs growth, econo- 
mists said demand for labour 
remained strong. 

At least part of the weak 
jobs growth was driven by a 
statistical anomaly, they said, 
caused by the fact that this 
year’s hiring trends had not 
matched the usual seasonal 
pattern. 

“Tli is was the wannest win- 
ter since 1895. which made 
seasonal adjustment a night- 
mare." said economist David 
Orr of First Union Corp. in 
Charlotte. North Carolina. 

Manufacturers, many hit 
hard by the global economic 
siow'down that began in Asia 
near two years ago, cut 35,000 
jobs last month, bringing the 
decline for the past year to 
381.000. 


Construction hiring fell by 
a seasonally adjusted 47,000 
jobs in March after the actu- 
al gain in jobs fell short of the 
normal advance for the start 
of spring. 

Mining, which includes oil- 
drilling, lost 7,000 jobs in 
March, bringing losses over 
the past year to 55,000. Agri- 
cultural services and real es- 
tate also recorded declines. 

Hiring at restaurants and 
bars fell short of the usual sea- 
sonal gains. 

However, robust employ- 
ment growth continued in en- 
gineering and management 
services, health care, educa- 
tional services and amuse- 
ment and recreation. There 
also were gains in computer 
and data processing and fi- 
nance and insurance. 


France 
spells out 
bank sale 


THE FRENCH government yes- 
terday outlined plans to sell 
shares in the bank Credit Ly- 
onnais, one of the most promi- 
nent beneficiaries of state aid in 
recent years. 

Up to 33 per cent of the bank 
will be offered to “shareholder 
partners", who will receive a 
seat on the board. Prospective 
shareholder partners, who will 
each be allowed to take stakes 
of l to 10 per cent, have until the 
end of the month tofile bids. 

Analysts predicted that a 10 
per cent stake of Credit Lyon- 
nais, France's fourth-biggest 
bank, could be worth up to 
$75Qm, and speculated that rival 
banks Credit Agricole, Sotieto 
Generate and Paribas could be 
among the bidders, “The final 
price is paid is going to depend 
a lot on just how much interest 
there is for the big stakes," said 
Alain Tchibozo, an analyst at 
CPR Finance. 

The finanpp ministry said it 
intended to sell another 50 per 
rpnt of the bank by July in an ini- 
tial public offering to the mar- 
ket The government plans to 
keep io per cent and a small 
stake will be reserved for staff 

France promised to privatise 
the hank in exchange for Eu- 
ropean C ommis sion approval of 
huge state bailouts. 


Storehouse returns to Russia 


STOREHOUSE, the BhS and 
Mothercare retailer, is return- 
ing to Russia eight months 
after stopping shipments to the 
country as the local economy 
teetered on the brink of collapse. 
Storehouse has resumed the 
sifliply of product to its branch 
of BhS in Moscow and claims 
trading is “very strong". It plans 
to monitor performance with a 
view to the possible opening of 
more Russian stores. 

Storehouse virtually pulled of 
Russia in August after its fran- 
chise partner over-extended 
itself and required re-financing. 
The combination of the deval- 
uation of the rouble and piung- 


By Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

ing levels of disposable income 
had savaged sales making trad- 
ing almost impossible. 

“We are one of the first re- 
tailers to really go back." Store- 
house said. "We have always 
thought the area had a lot of po- 
tential.” Other UK companies 
have been badly affected by 
the Russian crisis. They in- 
clude Unilever and Cadbury 
Schweppes, which has a choco- 
late factory in Russia. Store- 
house claims the financial 
impact of the Russian melt- 
down was minimal, as it was 


structured through a franchise 
partner and was insured. 

Storehouse's expansion 
abroad comes at a time when 
Storehouse is also re grouping 
at home. Last week it cut 90 jobs 
at BhS as it tries to streamline 
buying and merchandising 
functions while making the 
structure “more customer-led 
rather than product-led". Forty 
of the jobs were compulsory re- 
dundancies, with the rest 
achieved through natural 
wastage. The company said the 
cuts were not a reflection of 
group trading. 

Separately. BhS plans to test 
new products and ranges in its 


stores over the next few 
months. Following the success 
of its Christmas gift shop con- 
cept it plans to introduce gift 
sections ail year round. It also 
plans to move into new areas, 
such as mobile phones. The 
stores have already been sell- 
ing large volumes of mobile 
phone accessories, the group 
says. 

Other seasonal sections are 
being launched. New “Hobday 
Shops" are being opened in 
BhS branches to capitalise on 
summer spending. “School 
Shops” will open in time for the 
back to school period at the end 
of the summer: 


General 
Electric 
still on 
top in 
America 

By Lea Paterson 


GENERAL ELECTRIC has re- 
tained its position as America’s 
most powerful company, ac- 
cording to the annual survey by 
Forbes magazine, despite los- 
ing the number one market 
capitalisation slot to the IT 
giant Microsoft 

Ebr the second year running, 
GE, the US manufacturing 
giant has topped the presti- 
gious “ Fortes Super 100", 
which r anks American com- 
panies according to sales, prof- 
its, market value and assets. 

A 13 per cent surge in 1998 
net profits to $9.3bn (£5.5bn) 
ensured that GE, led since 
1981 by Jack Welch, remained 
at the top of the Forbes’ prof- 
it rankings. Despite only rank- 
ing second in market value and 
fifth in both sales and net as- 
sets, GE's combined score was 
sufficient to ensure that it beat 
its rivals to the top slot in the 
Super 100, which will be pub- 
lished in full by Fbrbes on 
Monday. 

During 1998, according to 
the Forbes analysis, Microsoft 
shrugged off its antitrust trou- 
bles to more than double its 
market capitalisation to $404bn 
<£250bn). easily trouncing GE 
in the race to become Ameri- 
ca's most valuable company. 

Microsoft's market value 
first overtook that of the US 
electricity giant last September 
a milestone seen by many as a 
telling indicator of changes in 
the American economy, where 
there has been an explosion of 
high-tech companies. This pic- 
ture was borne out elsewhere 



Jack Welch: Has led the 
company since 1981 

in the Fbrbes market capitali- 
sation listings, where other 
major movers included Ama- 
zon.com and Yahoo!, which 
saw their market values surge 
by 917 per cent and 744 per cent 
respectively. 

Although Microsoft may 
have toppled GE in the market 
capitalisation rankings, it has 
a long way to go before it 
clinches the Super 100 top spot. 
The IT giant came in at num- 
ber thirty-two in the Super 100, 
with Citigroup - the financial 
giant formed by the merger of 
Citicorp and Trawlers - com- 
ing in at second behind GE. 


Mannesmann in £750m phones buy 


GERMANY’S largest mobile 
phone group, Mannesmann. 
has bolstered its position in 
fixed-line communications with 
the £750m acquisition of one of 
the country’s largest long-dis- 
tance carriers. 

The purchase of the Otelo 
phone business from the Ger- 
man utility companies RWE 
and Veba will intensify the com- 
petition between Mannesmann. 
already one of the most formi- 
dable players in German tele- 
coms, and the former state 
monopoly Deutsche Telekom. 


By Our Cm~ Staff 

analysts said. Mannesmann 
overtook Deutsche Telekom as 
mobile phone market leader 
seven year; ago. but it still 
lags behind the former mo- 
nopoly in fixed-line communi- 
cations. 

Mannesmann announced 
late on Thursday evening that 
its Arcor unit was paring 2 2.» 
billion deutsehe marks i £750111 » 
for Otelo’s fixed -line business. 
The deaf includes Oleic's 
400.000 customers, its 2.800 em- 


ployees. its brand name and the 
on line service germany.net 
However, it excludes both 
Otelu's 60.25 per cent stake in 
the cellular business E-Plus 
and its cable unit TeleColuni- 
bus. 

"The network structure and 
customer bases of Arcor and 
Otelo complement each other 
welL" Arcor said in a statement 

Veba said if would now focus 
its telecommunications activi- 
ties on mobile services, and that 
E-Plus would reach profitabil- 
ity next year Industry 1 sources 


said Veba and RWE were con- 
sidering using the Otelo pro- 
ceeds to buy the 17 per cent 
E-Plus stake owned by the UK 
mobile group Vodafone. 

The deal follows intense 
speculation about the future of 
Otelo, which was rumoured to 
have attracted a number of po- 
tential suitors. 

Before Mannesmann’s an- 
nouncement on Thursday 
night there had been wide- 
spread reports that the newly 
listed telecoms group Debitel 
was close to clinching a deal 


with Veba and RWE. Earlier, 
Mobil com, another rising Ger- 
man carrier said it had broke 
off talks with the two utilities. 

The acquisition marks the 
second time Mannesmann has 
beaten German rivals in the 
race for a key domestic net- 
work. In 1996, it beat several 
bidders to a stake in the 
telecommunications network 
owned by the German railway. 
That gave Arcor the second 
largest fixed network in the 
country after Deutsche 
Telekom. 
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The Boat Race: Six-year dominance of Cambridge is under threat today as well-matched crews promise tight finish 
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The Oxford University crew, spurred on by coadimg staff; acclimatise themselves to the calm conditions of the Thames yesterday as they go throu^ tiieir final predations for today’s Boat Race ^ Robert HaUam 

Oxford believe the tide is turning 


THE BOAT RACE, the 145th edi- 
tion of which starts at 3.30pm 
today, will not be decided until 
well into the second half of the 
four-and-a-half-mile course 
with two very good, and very 
even, crews equally convinced 
of their ability and will to win. 

They arrive at this equality 
from different places. Oxford 
after six years of defeat, have 
built up a strong squad with a 

dozen mm who might Ex pert, to 

• win a Blue in another year, 

[including two past Blues, now 
racing for the reserves, Isis. 
Cambridge, in contrast, have a 
small group of the highly tal- 
ented and few extra contenders 
for the top boat 


By HUGH Matheson 

The similarities, some in- 
teresting but superficial, and 
others fundamental to their 
speed are numerous. Each is 
stroked by a German. Colin von 
Ettingshausen had retired after 
the Atlanta Olympics following 
a career in the German team, 
winning a World Champi onship 
eights gold medal and Olympic 
silver behind Steven Redgrave 
and Matthew Pinsent in the 
pair in Barcelona. 

Vbn Ettingshausen came to 
Oxford unfit, but wise to the way 
you build up your training and 
authority through a season to 
take a key seat His coolness 


under pressure will be critical 
to Oxford's tactical choices. 

Against him is Tim Wooge, 
who hails from just 15km away 
in the Ruhr Valley but has done 
most of his recent rowing at 
Northeastern University in the 
United States. He took some 
time to adapt to the Cambridge 
style and Robin Williams, the 
chief coach, put him in the 
bows early on and worked hard 
to get him into the Light Blue 
rhythm before moving him to 
stroke. That left the Welsh- 
Ameriean Dai Ellis the freedom 
to come back to No 5, where his 
power and raring nous can un- 
derpin the effort of the whole. 

At No 7 each crew has a 


member of recent British 
eights, Graham Smith for Cam- 
bridge and Oxford's Andrew 
Lindsay. They have Sydney 
2000 in sight and are using the 
Boat Race as the best source of 
training while finishing formal 
education They will be con- 
testants for the same seat in the 
British eight this year. 

There are two Americans in 
the same seats. Nos 4 and 5. in 
each boat: Oxford has Martin 
Croty and Toby Ayer. Croty is a 
nearly man, having twice fin- 
ished fourth in World Champi- 
onships in the United States 
coxed four and was by two sec- 
onds the strongest of all the 
Boat Race oarsmen on the in- 


door rowing machines at the 
National Ergometer Champi- 
onships last November. 

At 23 he has plenty of time 
to prove his worth at Olympic 
level and the Boat Race is just 
a stage on that road. Ayer is not 
submerged into the rhythm of 
the crew like Croty but has 
learned to fit in. Although he 
carries his blade higher than 
the rest of the stroke side. Ayer 
applies the w'ork in exactly the 
same way. 

The two American Light 
Blues are even more different; 
Ellis, at 6ft 5in the shorter by 
four inches, is a dedicated 
achiever who could race at the 
highest level provided his back 


can take the strain. Behind 
him Josh West at 6ft din the 
tallest man ever to row in the 
race, looks awkward folded in 
the cockpit but has the repu- 
tation of making every boat he 
is in go a little fester 

There are two freshmen 
Britons. Thm Stallard at No 2 for 
the Light Blues and Dan Snow, 
filling the No 3 spot for Oxford. 
English public school educated 
and 20 years old. each defies his 
origins by bringing a “nutter" 
quality to their desire to win. In 
the Ergometer Championships 
each had to impress to make a 
place; Snow went out too fast 
but hung on when he hit the waB 
and kept going through a sea of 


lactic arid. Stallard crammed in 
a great performance for his 
weight and height by rowing 
very short sharp strokes for the 
last minute. 

Two surviving Blues find 
themselves in the bows. Toby 
Wallace won the race with 
Cambridge last year and is the 
biggest bow man ever at 6ft Tin 
and 15st 2lb. Henrik Nilsson, the 
first Swede to compete in the 
race, in 1998, is at No 2, in front 
of his Oxford president, Char- 
lie Humphreys, who is the light- 
est in either crew and a 
survivor from last yean In con- 
trast James Roycroft and Nick 
Robinson have both dropped 
into Isis for this race. 


The Cambridge president 
Brad Crombie, is in his third 
race. “The one thing I can be 
definite about is this is my last 
race of any sort" be said. 
Crombie added that he is de- 
termined to go out on a winning 
note, but it is impossible to 
make any promises in this 
race. 

Perhaps it is safest to bet 
that the head breeze which is 
forecast for the first half of the 
race mil give Oxford's cleverer 
watermanship the slight 
advantage, allowing their ex- 
perience and basic strength a 
chance to carry through, but it 
will be close enough to render 
any predictions meaningless. 


Ellis driven on by 
a winner’s desire 

American is relishing being pushed to extremes as 
Cambridge press for victory. By Hugh Matheson 
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DAVID ELLIS is one of six north 
Americans rowing in this year's 
Boat Race. Dai EQis is qualified 
to plqy play rugby for Whies and 
at 6ft Sin and I4st 41b when 
down to less than 10 per cent fet 
- most second row forwards are 
over 22 per cent -he might be 
jQijust what Graham Henry, the 
Wales coach, is looking for. 
They are one and the same guy. 

Clean cut and handsome, 
how much do you attribute to 
his East Coast prep school and 
Harvard background or to the 
ElKs antecedents who various* 
fy captained HMS SttffbDt when 
chasing the Bismark through 
the Denmark Straits and a gen- 
eration earlier judged in Impe- 
rial India after winning an 
Oxford rugby Blue ? 

Ellis holds -dual nationality 
but is probably keener to catch 
the eye of Mike Tbti - coach to 
the US men's eight for Sydney 
2000 who is over here to help 
Oxford in their final week -than 


Martin McElrpy, coach to the 
British men’s eight Ellis ad- 
mits: “The US team is a goal but 
I will not think about it until 
after Saturday.'’ 

Ellis is an interesting spec- 
imen because be is, in common 
with many of these Boat Race 
athletes, a ferocious achiever in 
all walks of life. They are not 
content to be ordinary in any 
dimension. The chance to row 
in the Boat Race is not just a 
nice blue adornment to the cv, 
which might otherwise took a bit 
thin, bid something that comes 
naturally to men who win at 
everything in life. 

He is at Cambridge not 
because of the rowing but 
because, after being offered a 
scholarship to each of the Boat 
Race participants, he went for 
the place with the more specif- 
ic History and Philosophy of Sci- 
ence Department He explains: 
“The great thing is thatat Cam- 
bridge you have seminars with 


10 or 20 people with tremendous 
feedback and constructive ob- 
servation from your class- 
mates. There is more learning 
done there than pe r haps in re- 
ceived work from your super- 
visors.” 

EBis is attracted to rowing for 
many of the same reasons. 
“This, like the Harvard-Yale 
race, is over four and a half 
miles where you have to live 
with a group of rowers and un- 
derstand how they react pretty 
inteffigentjy to the difficulties the 
rare presents,” he said. "You are 
bound to have to respond to ad- 
verse situations and learn not to 
throw in the towel In that way 
it is different from the usual 2000 
metre Olympic distance, which 
is over before you have time to 
test some of the other ex- 
tremes.” 

One of the key tasks for any 
coach or critic at this level is to 
make indiv idual characters into 
crew members who will con- 
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Total focus: “The US team is a goal but 1 will not think about 
it until after Saturday.” says David Ellis Robert HaUam 
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tribute to the maximum, define 
the character of the boat and 
identify those who will lead it 
into and out of trouble. 

Occasionally there are crews 
who, on paper, look certain to 
win but fail because there is no 
individual willing to take the 
race by the scruff of the neck 
and drive the boat in front 

Ellis said: "I came in as an 
outsider and although I bad 
experience, I Erst had to work 
for my position in the crew. 
Once the boat was set I became 
more vocal alongside Brad and 
Graham." These are Brad 
Crombie, the president and 
the seasoned British interna- 


tional. Graham Smith. Ellis 
goes on: -\Ve try to keep the 
atmosphere positive. But none 
sees himself as a crew member 
alone. Each one lias stepped up 
at crucial times. It is a very- 
impressive group." 

The coaches have been 
clever because the leadership 
and talent has been spread 
evenly down the crew. And 
those less at ease under the 
media glare will have someone 
close by who has been there 
before and is unlikely to freeze. 
You do not think Ellis will 
freeze, because for him such 
challenges are the best things 
in life. 


Bow: CPA Humphreys*! 
(Oriel) GB: age 22: 

Height 6ft 3'.; In: 

weight 13st iv.. lb 


DR Snow 

(Baltic!) GB: 

i0: 6fr 8in: ISst 121b 


MM Ciocy 

(Kebtel US: 

23: 6ft 5tn:l4st lOto 


AIR Llnosay 
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2?. 6ft Tin: Iflsr AK» 

Co«‘ Ml O'Donnell 
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23. 5ft 9!n; 7st 13'.fc 
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Equable winners prove nice guys do come first 


at THE risk of appearing 
churlish I have to say that 
Paula Raddiffe took defeat in 
last weekend's World Cross- 
Country Championships with 
almost Inhuman ftfrtitude. 
Raddiffe is a world-class ath- 
lete. Last year she annihilated 
Liz McColgan's British 10,000 
metres record, set a world 
road best for five miles and 
won the European cross-coun- 
try title. 

But the world title remains 
her premier objective, and last 
Saturday's race over the slop- 
ing mud of Barnett Demesne 
in Belfast appeared to offerher 
foe best opportunity of earning 
it Hie competitors who had 
beaten her to gold on the pre- 
vious two occasions, Derartu 
Tula of Ethiopia and Sonia 
fySuHivsn oflreland, were ab- 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


sent, and Raddiffe reported 
hersetfm peak condition for the 
event She finished third- the 
<mfy European in the top eight 
Excellent nm. Not what she 
wanted. 

As the two Ethiopians who 
had finished ahead of her bent 


double and began retching 
loudly, Raddiffe stood - waxen 
but composed - explaining 
calmly that she couldn’t have 
any complaints, because she 
couldn't have done more. 

Scream and shout, Paula! 
Throw your shoes on the 
ground! Swear! 

No. There were no histri- 
onics from the multilingual 
first-class honours graduate. 
Towards the end of her post- 
race press conference foe man 
from asked her some- 

thing in French as rapid as a 
TGV train. No worries - Paula 
translated, with a strange, 
starry smile: "He has just 
asked me if I think I am a 
jinxed runner who can never 
win this event like Catherina 
MeKieraan, who won four 
sHveTs...” 


Paula! Refuse to answer! 
Storm out! 

No. She made it sound as if 
she were translating a question 
that had been put to someone 
else. Then she summoned up 
a diplomatic response, pointing 
out, quite properly, that win- 
ning four world cross-country 
silvers was an amazing 
achievement and that if she 
were to achieve such a record 
she would have - that's right 
- no complaints. 

I thought to myself: “How 
nice is Paula Raddiffe? Could 
anyone have been nicer in the 
circumstances - not possi- 
ble...” 

1 recalled a year earlier 
when she had set her world five 
miles best within the snowy- 
grounds of Balmoral Castle 
and had been kept waiting 


because no arrangements had 
been made for a urine test, 
without which the new mark 
could not be ratified. 

Paula! Complain! Make a 
right royal fuss! 

No. Paula sat patiently in 
the all but deserted event mar- 
quee until the Queen’s own 
doctor arrived and submitted 
to her instructions over the 
necessary procedure. She 
pointed out that a witness 
would be required. The choice 
appeared to be between myself 
and two BBC employees wait- 
ing for transport after their 
broadcast - David Coleman 
and Sue Barker. Not a difficult 
decision. 

For all l know. Raddiffe 
may go home and take nut her 
frustrations on the sofa cush- 
ions. But for those who follow 


her career there is a nagging 
wish that, just for once, she 
should let rip and send feath- 
ers flying. 

“She shouldn't be taking it 
like this." said a colleague 
after the Belfast race. “She 
should be gutted.” 

Instinctively I agreed with 
him But was that fair? Part of 
this requirement for expres- 
sion lies in the unspoken 
assumption that winners don’t 
just have to care, they have to 
be seen to care. When they 
lose, it is like death. They go 
away like broken things. 

And if Raddiffe doesn't 
show how- much she cares, 
ergo she can’t be a winner be- 
cause winners are intense, 
driven, unreasonable people 
untrammelled by polite con- 
straints. 


Winners are, by definition, 
bad losers. They are John 
McEnroe. Ayrton Senna, Mike 
Tyson. 

But there is a second sport- 
ing tradition - that of Arthur 
Ashe, Damon Hill, Trevor 
Brooking. Equable people. 
People who give the lie to the 
adage that nice guys don’t 
come first, but who are also 
able to set sporting disap- 
pointment in context 

The archetypal victory of the 
nice guy remains Ashe’s res- 
olute defeat of the swaggering 
young braggart, Jimmy Con- 
nors. in the Wimbledon final of 
1975. 

The archetypal gesture of 
the nice guy remains the 
header with which Brooking 
won West Ham United the FA 
Cup in 1980 and answered the 


pre-match jibes of Brian 
Clough that he "floated like a 
bee and stung like a butterfly". 

And Hill's eventual Formula 
One success ahead of Michael 
Schumacher was sport's 
equivalent of sending the pan- 
tomime villain packing. 

We celebrate these mo- 
ments of triumph all the more 
because they erode the pre- 
vailing view of what it takes to 
be a wanner When “losers” win, 
we find it somehow easier to 
identify with. 

All that extra goodwill lies in 
store for Raddiffe it as she 
vowed in Belfast she does 
keep coming back to the event 
until she wins it. At the 
moment however; she main- 
tains her place in another ho- 
nourable tradition - that of 
the good British loser. 
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, nvtWc Ritter Cup semi-final 

Rugby Union: Kiwi lock a walking sheet anchor as Wasps face Gloucester m tomorrow s y 

Weedon at home 
in the ‘red zone’ 


THE DOOM and gloom brigade 
were in full voice when, within 
weeks of Wasps winning the 
Courage League title a little 
under two years ago, the scan- 
dalously under-rated Matt 
Greenwood accepted a player- 
coaching role at Second Divi- 
sion Wakefield. ‘‘We’ll miss 
every hair on his head,” de- 
clared the Jeremiahs of Shep- 
herd’s Bush. “No other lock in 
England plays like Matt” 
They were right. To find 
another Greenwood, the most 
consistent side in London were 
forced to take their cheque 
book all the way to Katikatl 
A quiet humdrum north 
island town tucked away in 
New Zealand’s Bay of Plenty, 
Katikatl Is home to about 4,000 
hardy, rugby-obsessed souls. 
One of them, Mark Weedon, 
proved so adept at playing the 
national game - or rather; prac- 
tising the a national religion - 
that he grewfar too big for both 
town and province and ended 
up eqjoying the provincial 
championship limelight with 
North Harbour, winning a 
Super 12 contract with the Can- 
terbury Crusaders and making 
a couple of All Black trials, 
where he mixed it with such 
l umin aries of his tough, con- 
frontational trade as Ian Jones 
and Robin Brooke. 

But a birth certificate from 
Katikati is also a passport to the 
world, it seems; by some 
strange quirk of fate, a Mend of 
the Weedon family had sur- 
faced at Wasps in a coaching 
capacity and, when Greenwood 
left his crater-sized hole in the 
champions' engine room, he 
sent word straight back across 
the equator. Hence Weedon's 
sudden appearance at quiet, 
h umdr um old Sudbury, which 
remains the spiritual home of 
Waspdom despite the first XV's 
move to swanky Loftus Road. 
"I haven't regretted a minute of 
it,” he said this week as he 
looked forward to tomorrow’s 
Tetley’s Bitter Cup semi-final 
with Gloucester “In fact, Td 
love to stay for another couple 
of years." 


BY CHRIS HEWETT 

Although his initial contract 
runs out this summer; Weedon 
may well find his employers 
thinking along similar lines, 
for he has played the Green- 
wood role to perfection, show- 
ing the same sort of selfless 
commitment to life in the 
trendies while frequently stick- 
ing his head above the parapet 
to win priceless line-out pos- 
session, more often than notin 
the “red zone" near his own 
line. In a Wasps pack full of un- 
orthodox, heavily stylised per- 
formers -the Trevor Leotas 
and Simon Shaws of this world 
are one-off talents who rarely 
do things by the book - the res- 
ident Kiwi is a walking, talking 
sheet anchor. 

Which is probably why he 
was asked to replace a certain 
Lawrence Dallaglio as club 
captain. As Will Green, Waspk’ 
shrewd and accomplished 


rein, it reflects well on the 
characters of both men. 

“Lawrence has a hell of a lot 
to offer whatever side he might 
be part o£ he’s a world-class 
player and a proven leaden" 
said Weedon, relaxed and con- 
fident after a boots -and-all 
training session under the 
tutored eye of Roger Uttley. the 
former England coach and 
manager. “I'm not the sort to 
shun advice or ignore people 
just because Tm meant to be in 
charge and I'm pleased to say 
we have a very easy-going 
relationship. Actually, I think 
Lawrence has benefited from 
not captaining the club this 
season. When you are trying to 
lead both dub and country, the 
pressure must be intolerable. 

“Very few people do both 
back in New Zealand; I can't 
remember Sean Fitzpatrick 
captaining both Auckland and 
the All Blacks.” 

In common with an increas- 


7 always wanted to play in England and 
I wanted to play at fidl tilt - not come here 
at 32 and serve out my time’ 


tight-head prop, points out: 
“We have forwards who can do 
the fancy stuff, but it's also vital 
to have a guy who plays it 
straight down the middle, who 
takes the ball up, hits the break- 
downs and dears the rucks. It’s 
not glamorous and it doesn't 
make the headlines, but it 
allows others to do their thing. 
Basically, Mark is always there 
when we need him." 

It would have been wholly 
understandable had Dallaglio's 
overarching presence made a 
positive, pro-active style of 
leadership almost impossible 
for Weedon to pursue; 30-year- 
old New Zealanders with a 
Super 12 background may 
know their way around a rugby 
pitch but, generally speaking. 

Englan d a ptains arp. not put on 

this earth to do the biding of 
others. When Weedon insists 
that he has been given a free 


ing number of southern hemi- 
sphere imports, Weedon 
believes the international play- 
ing field is beginning to level 
out A couple of years ago, the 
dynamism and velocity of 
Super 12 rugby was consid- 
ered, at least by its more en- 
thusiastic practitioners, to be 
wholly out of reach of mere 
Europeans; now, there is much 
talk of northern standards 
improving and gaps closing. 

“There are always going to 
be differences, mainly because 
the northern hemisphere sea- 
son is so long; I trained every 
day in Super 12, just as I train 
every day here at Wasps, but 
the Super 12 season lasts four 
months, not eight or nine. It's 
taken a fair bit of adjusting to, 
the sheer scale of the campaign 
in these parts. But Fd say both 
fitness and skill levels are ris- 
ing in England - the pace is 


right up there alongside the 
best New Zealand provincial 
stuff - and they’ll rise still fur- 
ther now Europe is back on the 
dub agenda. 

Tm very excited by Europe, 
simply because it will generate 
such a buzz. People here have 
been pretty critical of Super 12 
and I'd accept that it is. or at 
least was, a very different 
brand of rugby and that it took 
one or two liberties, but it got 
a new audience talking about 
the game and, more impor- 
tantly, it got them watching it 
Wb're all in the business of 
selling rugby to whoever will 
buy it and from that point of 
view. Super 12 worked. 

“Not that I miss it greatly. I 
always wanted to play in Eng- 
land and I wanted to play at Ml 
tilt, not come here at 32 and 
serve out my time. I’ve always 
responded to a thriving dub cul- 
ture and that's what I've found 
here at Wasps: in fact, the 
experience has been every- 
thing Fd hoped for and more. 

“Back home, the dub culture 
is beginning to die a little, es- 
pedally in the rural provinces. 
Here, the opposite seems to be 
happening. Just look at the 
crowds we’re p ulling in.” 

Wasps, nicely on a roll after 
an in-and-out pre-Christmas 
run, may well break their Lof- 
tus Road record tomorrow, 
thanks to an upsurge of late- 
season interest in the capital 
and the traditional fanaticism 
of the Gloucester rugby public. 
“It’s a wonderful prospect I left 
New Zealand to see the world 
and Fm certainly seeing it here 
in London," said Weedon. “All 
I need to see now is some sil- 
verware in the Sudbury trophy 
cabinet" 

If Wasps, the best club side 
never to have won the Cup, get 
past Gloucester and go on to 
Twickenham glory in six weeks' 
time, the quiet hard man from 
AH Black country will have 
earned his salary a dozen times 
over. As Bill McLaren would 
undoubtedly say, given half the 
chance: “They will never 
believe it in Katikati.” 



Weedon and weep: Wasps’ captain wants to ‘see some silverware in the Sudbury trophy cabinet’ Robert HaUam 


10 months' 
Sky Sports 



when you subscribe to Sky World for 12 months. 

Sky World packages range from £27.99 to £29.99 per month. £30 connection fee. 


including 

Cricket 



Coca-Cola Cup 

England, India and Pakistan in Sharjah from 7th April. 1 


Call 0870242 42 42,„„ n 

or visit your SkyDigital retailer today, to get installed in 
time for the tournament, exclusively live on Sky Sports 2. 

Offer closes 25th April 1 999. ^ 

skydigitap 

the home of sport 

www.skydigitalcc.uk 

Digital sateOta system required to watch SkyDigital. Subscrt» lo Sky Warirl with any SfcyOqftaJ Entertainment pJCk lor 12 months and get Sky Spcrts 1.243 free 
for it® first 10 months. Vtu writ therefore only pay ‘C* Skv Motto World w*h yoir chosen Sky Entertainment Pack far tne fra ten months prices Mremty range Item 
E22.99 to £24.99 dependng on which Sky HiMrMrtncnt Rack you choose) Thereafter you wi pay tha prevaiing price far aw opficn that you are recemng. The; offer 
does not ncfcjde Sky Bo* Office or any stand-alone premiun channels which muai be paid for separately. Subscription prices include VAT and may change; see 
suosenpllon ccnrracL Programmes/channsis subject to change. Sky may refuse appficaccns fry Uns offer at its dsoebon. Offer not avaSabie to easing Sky customers 
or Iher heusehafcis, nor to pubs, dute or other shit* estaHHurents. Ths offer Is not avafabto with any other Sky offer. Stifficrtwre must be 1 8 or over e*gi«iity sublet 
to status. For further rttorniaim cat Skv. 


Richmond primed to cast 
aside woes in cup of hope 


IF GARY PLAYER'S clever one- 
liner about the umbilical link 
between sporting discipline and 
sporting achievement - “The 
more I practise,” he famously 
pronounced, “the luckier I seem 
to get" - struck a chord with 
generations of hack golfers, it 
cuts very little ice at the Made- 
jski Stadium these days. 

No one, but no one, works 
harder at their rugby than John 
Kingston and Ben Clarke, re- 
spectively coach and captain of 
Richmond, yet tbeir unstinting 
efforts have left them with one 
foot among the also-rans of 
the Allied Dunbar Premiership 
and the other in a financial 
black hole. So much for Gary 
the Great and his homespun 
philosophy. 

Were it not for their bad 
luck, Richmond would have no 
luck at alL In the space of two 
seasons, they have been 
shafted by their local council, 
lost Scott Quinnell to home- 
sickness and seen Ashley Lev- 
ett, their resident moneybags, 
disappear into the distance, 
leaving the whole shooting 
match in what is euphemisti- 
cally known as “administra- 
tion". Thirty-four redundancies 
later, they have been informed 
that this year's Tetley’s Bitter 
Cup champions will not merit 
a place in next season's Euro- 
pean Cup. All they need now is 
an outbreak of measles. 

European qualification and 
the financial rewards that go 
with it would have meant the 


BY Chris Hewett 

world to the pauperised Lon- 
doners and they wQl not be con- 
soled by the knowledge that 
from next season onwards, the 
knock-out champions will 
indeed be deemed worthy of a 
place among the continental 
elite. Once again. Richmond 
find themselves in the right 
place at the wrong time. Yet 
they still consider today’s semi- 
final with Newcastle a game 
worth winning. 

In fact, they feel they have to 
win it, if only to assure them- 
selves that the good guys some- 
times get an even break. 

“I believe in hard work, in 
the work ethic,” said Kingston 
this week, “and while we’ve 
been through the grinder over 
the last month especially, I 
wouldn't swap what I have with 
many of my direct competi- 
tors. WhateverFve done in life, 
I’ve enjoyed success, and J 
think this side can be success- 
ful too. We’re good to watch; to 
my way of thinking we're a side 
capable of varying our style 
according to the things we're 
trying to achieve. We’re not 
stereotyped and that counts 
for a lot” 

All the same, this could be a 
“route one” occasion. Given 
that Newcastle are equally 
keen to rescue their season 
from the doldrums of mid-table 
anonymity, it will be no partic- 
ular surprise if two of the most 
ruthlessly physical packs in 


England make mincemeat of 
each other on the outskirts of 
Reading this afternoon. Rich- 
mond. certainty, look ready for 
war. with Craig Quinnell mak- 
ing a rare appearance on the 
blind-side flank and the 6ft 5 in, 
I9st teenager An tty Sheridan 
champing at the bit in the sec- 
ond row. they are handsomely 
equipped to bully a Newcastle 
eight shorn of their Springbok 
prop, Marius Hurter. 

However. Kingston knows 
that Newcastle possess a play- 
maker capable of posing the 
most serious of threats- and he 
is not thinking in terms of 
Jonny Wilkinson either. It is 
the man at the other end of the 
age scale, Rob Andrew, who has 
the Richmond coach on edge. 
“Rob is a better player now than 
be was in *82, when I picked him 
for the Cambridge team in the 
Varsity match,” said Kingston, 
“rve known him a long time, I 
respect him, I like the guy 
enormousty and I can say that 
Newcastle could not have 
picked a better man to lead 
their professional revolution. 
He’s deeply competitive and I 
have no doubt that he is look- 
ing to end his career with a win- 
ners' medaL" 

In tomorrow's second semi- 
final, Gloucester will require a 
startling upturn in form to even 
threaten the progress of Wasps, 
the tournament favourites, at 
Loftus Road. Some 3,000 sup- 
porters, possibly more, will 
make the trip from Kingsholra 


and with three international 
tight forwards - Dave Sims, 
Rob FIdler and Phil Vickery - 
expected to play at least some 
part in the proceedings, the visi- 
tors are in better shape than of 
late. However; the Londoners 
hold all the aces and possess all 
tiie bullets, even though they go 
in without their concussed 
No 8, Peter Scrivener: 

The semi-finals have re- 
stricted today’s Premiership 
programme to two matches, but 
both are significant in terms of 
European qualification. 

Jeremy Guscott returns to 
the Bath side for the visit of 
Leicester; the champions-elect, 
and a home win at the Recre- 
ation Ground would go a long 
way towards earning the West 
Countrymen a top six finish. 

Bath are bade on track after 
their raid-season tra umas with 
coach Andy Robinson saying: 
“The hard work is paying off 
and we are getting some old 
Bath luck After our losing mid- 
season spell we are now 
enjoying our rugby and have 
regained our self-beliel” 

London Irish, who are also 
within touching distance of a 
lucrative European slot, recall 
Michael Worsley at loose-head 
prop for tbeir trip to Sale, a side 
ravaged by iqjury and knocked 
sideways by file resignation of 
their coach, John MitchelL As 
Dick Best, the Irish rugby 
director, is no doubt aware, 
there will never be a better time 
to visit Heywood Road. 


England fail to follow Bertram lead 


ENGLAND WERE comprehen- 
sively beaten after another 
splendid start when they met 
Argentina in the second game 
of their Four Team tournament 
in Buenos Aires last night Tom 
Bertram gave them the lead in 
the fourth minute, scoring his 
first international goal but 
England then lost their way, 
slumping to a 5-2 defeat 
Thereafter England failed 
to cope with the speed of the 
Argentinian attack and were 


by Bell Colwill 
badly punished as a result in the 

second half after turning 
around at 1-1. The South Amer- 
icans quickly ran up a 5-1 score- 
line before Russell Garda 
pulled a goal back when be con- 
verted England’s eighth and 
last penalty corner. 

The England coach, Barry 
Dancer, said after the game; 


“Very disappointing display es- 
pecially after such a promising 
start to the tour The effort of the 
team could not be questioned 
but the way we directed that 
effort was naive on occasions." 
England play Argentina B 

today and with a win will expect 

to have a second chance at the 
A side in tomorrow’s final 
Slough started their Euro- 
pean Club Championship in 

Den Bosch yesterday also with 

an early goal in the opening 


muiute when Jane Smi 
advantage of poor defi 
Unlike England. Slough i 

to win convincingly 5-0. 
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Happy days for Stiles the stylish assassin 


sK-r* >Vr-l 
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AE11ENCHJ0URNAIJST once wrote 
that Nobby Stiles was the best ad- 
vertisement ibr his father's business. 
His father was an undertaker 

Garth Crooks reminded Eng- 
land’s greatest five-foot five-and-a- 
hatf-inch hero of this in Tuesdays 
Match Of Their Day, BBC2’s after- 
noon series that is sadly approach- 
ing the end of its run. “They used say 
I kicked him and he buried them,” 
he responded, teeth in and g la sses 
on looking like a Tommy in a black 
and white war film. 

The programme’s subjects have 
generally been interviewed in the 
ground they were most associated 
with, and although in Stiles' case 
there is an argument for Wembley, 
he was on the Stretford End with 
Crooks. “I used to come here with 
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my unde Peter and my brother;” he 
said “Athafftime I could look out and 
see Glover Cables, the works team, 
playing over there.” 

Though he was the bedrock of Alf 
Ramsey’s midfield, playing in front 
of Jack Chariton and Bobby Moore, 
Matt Busby generally employed him 
in United’s back four alongside Bill 
Ibulkes. His eyes were opened when 
he played in the 1962 semi-final 


against Spurs (one of the host of 
semis United lost during the 1960s). 

“I was 20 at the time and I marked 
a fellow called John White. He gave 
me the biggest chasing I ever go tin 
my life. They called him the Ghost 
I learned a great lesson from him - 
that if you’re going to play against a 
great player and you've going to man- 
mark him, you’ve got to sacrifice 
yourself for the team.” 

And so he did for Iris eh tire career; 
much to the irritation of opposing 
fans. He enjoyed a long-lasting love- 
hate relationship with the Kop, dat- 
ing from one of his first appearances 
there when he accidentally caught 
Tommy Lawrence, the Flying Pig. 

with a flying boot His response to the 
outrage of the Koppites was two-fin- 
gered, as was theirs back. And on 


subsequent visits he would trot over 
before the kick-off!, g rinning through 
his two-fingered accolade. 

Hepaints some vivid pictures. “In 
the United dressing-room we had 
Pad«j|y Crerand - he never stopped 
talking. Besty [George Best] would 
come in 10 minutes before kick-off, 
put his gearon and play. I never spoke 
to anybody" His pre-match ritual was 
a classic example of the obsessive- 
compulsive disorder that grips foot- 
ballers getting ready fora game. 

“Put my shorts on, put my contacts 
in, go to the small bath, warm my feet 

up, dry them, put my socks on, dean 

the inside of my boots, put some soft 
soap inside them. It used to take me 
nearly an hour to get ready Faddy 
would be saying to me, ‘Come on, 
come on,' because he always had to 


be last out. ‘Come on, hurry up 
Happy/ They called me Happy 
because I was such a moaner” 
There is some sensational footage 
ofc h aBe ng eson both sides of the laws 
of the game. When he did mistime a 
tackle, foe results were usually spec- 
tacular; the pick of the programme 
being a tackle that turned the 
Spaniard, Sandhis, into a helicopter 
rotor. But he was sent off only twice 
in his career- “Though I did get a 
three-week holiday every Christ- 
mas" - and one of those was for re- 
monstrating with a linesman in the 
first leg of the World Club Champi- 
onship against Estudiantes after 
nearly 90 minutes of being punched, 
kicked, butted, gouged and spat at, 
mostly by Carlos Bflardo, who later 
took Argentina to the 1986 TOjrfcl Cup. 


Tve written it before and m write 
it again (and again): Sir Alf once said 
that his World Cup-winning side 
contained four worid-dass players, 
and Stiles was one of them. So when 
Crooks inquired, “So bow would 
Nobby StOes cope with the game 
today?” it was impossible not to feel 
embarrassed for Stiles, being asked 
such a daft question. Phr from stalk- 
ing out, as he was entitled to do, he 
made the point that players like 
himself and Norman Hunter; hard but 
skilled, would have flourished in an 
era when “the percentage game 
only gets you so far” and “the best 
teams come from the back and 

play— 1 believe I would have played 
today." You’re not joking, mate. 

One of the occasional benefits of 
being undished and uncabled is that 


you get to witness historic sporting 
moments with a random cross-sec- 
dm of the population. So it was that 
I found myself on Tuesday in a pub 
round the comer from Wormwood 
Scrubs, explaining to an engrossed 
knot of drinkers the bases of cricket 
as West Indies approached their 
famous victory over Australia. “The 
last time I watched cricket was Head- 
ingtey” said one, the spitting image 
of the ffcst Shorn know-all who's 
done it all. 30 years man and boy. 

*Tve never seen so many people 
so engrossed in a cricket match," the 
barman said. “Well, it is one of the 
greatest matches in history” I told 
him, anxious that he should be aware 
of precisely what he was witnessing. 
**I wish they were all like that, then,” 
he said. “Ah," I replied “No chance." 
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Australia ready to 
drop weary Warne 
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GRADUALLY AND grudgingly, 
Australia appear to have 
accepted the irrefutable evi- 
dence and are prepared to drop 
leg-spinner Shane Warne for 
the decisive fourth and final 
Tfest against the Vfest Indies, 
starting here today. 

A month ago, it would have 
been an unthinkable proposi- 
tion. That it is now the most 
likely optical - with Australia 2-1 
down in the series and needing 
outright victory to retain the 
Frank Worrell Trophy they 
have held since 1995 - accen- 
tuates their desperate situation. 

Test cricket's most suc- 
cessful spin bowler and the 
cornerstone of Australia’s sta- 
tus as the strongest team of the 
day Warne’s threat has been so 
diminished by a shoulder op- 
eration nine months ago that he 
has managed only two wickets 
in the previous two Tests. 

^ They have been the left- 
■Randed wicket-keeper Ridley 
Jacobs in the second and 
Courtney Wialsh, the Noll with 
more ducks than anyone in the 
history of Test cricket, in the 
third. Both were caughtJn the 
outfield and they have come at 
a cost of 288 runs. 

Swayed more by sentiment 
than statistics, the Australian 
captain, Steve Whugh, in his 
first series at the helm, has loy- 
ally stuck by his vice-captain. 
But the use of Warne and fellow 
leg-spinner Stuart MacGfll has 
unbalanced the attack and 
thrown too much responsibili- 
ty on the fast bowlers, Glenn 
McGrath and Jason Gillespie. 

The upshot has been a back 
strain that has eliminated the 
impressive Gillespie from 
today’s Test and a workload 
that left McGrath exhausted 
after 77 overs in the thrilling 
third Test in Barbados that 
captain Brian Lara’s masterly 
unbeaten 153 secured for 


CRICKET 


BY TONY COZIER 
in Antigua 

the West Indies by one wicket 
Adam Dale, the Queensland 
swing bowler will replace Gille- 
spie on the ground where he 
earlier took 25 wickets at under 
10 runs each in two minor tour 
matches. Colin Miller, the 35- 
year-old Thsmanian who sud- 
denly emerged from the 
oblivion of 15 years state crick- 
et to make his Test debut in 
Pakistan last year; would pro- 


vide Waugh with two options as 
he is capable of both lively 
pace and off-spin 
Dale has had one Test 
Miller six and MacGUl, likely to 
be preferred to Warne, 11. It is 
a serious lack of experience. 

The issue over Warne has un- 
derstandably created an intense 
debate among former Aus- 
tralian players, as it no doubt has 
among the tour selectors of 
whom Warne, as vice-captain, is 
one. A bowler with 317 Test 
wickets and a reputation to 
match is not easily discarded 
Whatever decision is taken 


Stewart: We’re not 
money-grabbers 


THE ENGLAND captain, Alec 
Stewart, yesterday insisted his 
World Cup squad were not 
“money-grabbers” and would 
not hold Lord’s to ransom over 
the contract wranglings that are 
threatening to disrupt their 
preparation for the tournament. 

.Stewart has been elected as * 
unofficial shop steward in the 
negotiations with the England 
and Wales Cricket Board over 
the contract for the seven 
weeks the 15-man squad will be 
together should they triumph in 
this summer’s event 

But as he and the rest of the 
party still wait for a contract to 
be drafted, Stewart claimed 
they were not asking for 
unreasonable amounts and 
insisted this issue would not 
deflect them from their main 
objective of winning the World 
Cup. 

“Conversations have taken 
place but as yet we haven't had 
anything official fronf the 
Board,” Stewart said. “The 
players have had a couple of 


By Myles Hodgson 
in Lahore 

meetings, but when we go on to 
the field of play or when we do 
any practice, as always, it’s 
not on our minds. We are not 
saying we want £lm a game or 
anything like that, but we are 
the 61ite players and we have 
been picked for the World Cup.” 

The players are believed to 
want a set salary, appearance 
money for each game, incen- 
tives for World Cup progress 
and a bonus should they win the 
tournament The board’s offer 
is likely to be much less. 

This weekend En glan d play 
back-to-back day-night fixtures 
in Lahore against Pakistan A, 
whose line-up is expected to 
include Test players Waqar 
Younis and Mukbtaq Ahmed. 

ENGLAND (from): N V Knight (War- 
wickshire). A J Stewart |Suriey. captl. 
G A Hick (Worcestershire). G P Tborpe 
(Surrey). N H Falrtorother (Lancashire). 
A J HoWoake (Surrey). M A Ealhani 
(Kent), RDB Croft (Glamorgan/, I D 
Austin (Lancashire). D Gough (rorfcshirei. 
A D Malblly ( Leicestershire). A FUntaff 
(Lancashire), ARC Fraser (Middiesec). 
V J Wells (Leicestershire!. 


before the toss at the Antigua 
Recreation Ground this morn- 
ing nothing has more starkly 
revealed Australia’s sudden 
distress than the conundrum 
over Warne. 

The West Indies, who were 
in a state of even more chaos 
and despair following their 
record-Iow 51 ail out and defeat 
by 312 runs in the first Test, 
now have few worries. 

Lara's 213 in Kingston and 
unbeaten 153 in Bridgetown 
not only inspired unexpected 
victories but engendered a 
new spirit that was markedly 
absent in the preceding 5-0 
humiliation in the series in 
South Africa. 

Lara is now back to the 
scene of his world record 375 
five years ago. His and his 
team's most dangerous oppo- 
nent now is as much compla- 
cency as Australia. 

WEST INDIES Iff, am): 0 C Lara (captl. 

S L Campbell. A Fo Griffith. DR E Joseph. 
W W Hinds. C L Hooper. J C Adams. R O 
Jacobs. N O Perry. CEL Ambrose. P T 
Collins. C A VUalsh and C O Coilymore 
AUSTRALIA (from); S R Wtaugh (capt). 
M J Slater. M T 6 Elliott. G S Slewed. J L 
Langer. M E Waugh. R T Renting. I A HeaJv. 

S K Warne. C R Miller. A C Dale. SCO 
MacG.ll. G O McGrath. 

Umpires: S A Buckner /West Indies). D 
R Orchard (South Africa) 

■ India's captain. Mohanunad 
Azharuddin, will miss tomor- 
row's triangular series one-day 
final against Pakistan in Ban- 
galore. Azharuddm has not re- 
covered from a shoulder injury 
that kept him out of India's last 
two matches and was left out of 
a provisional squad named yes- 
terday. 

“It [the injury] is nothing se- 
rious but with tiie World Cup 
around the corner we do not 
want to take any chances," 
said Raj Singh Dungarpur. 
president of the Board of Con- 
trol for Cricket in India. 

INDIA (from). A Jadeia leapt). S Gangu- 
ly. 5 Ramesh. R Dravid. A Khurasu. R Singn. 

N Mongia. H Kamthar. A Rumple. A 
Agarkar. V Prasad. N Chopra. J Sr math. G I 
Pandey. 



Mark Foster (right) cools off after winning the 50m freestyle at the World Short Course Championships Reuters 

Foster halfway to double target 


MARK FOSTER recaptured the 
50m freestyle title at the World 
Short Course Championships 
here yesterday. The 28-year-old. 
who swims for the University of 
Bath, last won the event at the 
inaugural championships in 
Palma in 1991. Foster moved on 
the blocks but once into his 
stroke was powering ahead 
“I'm happy." he said. “I came 
here to win the double and 
break a record. I’ve still got the 
50m butterfly [tomorrow]." 
Foster's time of 21.81 sec- 


SWIMMING 


BY DERRICK WHYTE 
in Hong Kong 

onds was half a second outside 
the world record he established 
in Sheffield last December on 
his way to winning the Euro- 
pean short course title. 

Earlier. James Hickman 
failed to live up to his prediction 
that he would earn a gold 
medal for Britain and had to 
settle for third place in the 


100m butterfly finaL The race 
was won by the defending 
champion, Lars Fro lander of 
Sweden, in a new champi- 
onship record of 5 1.45 sec. Aus- 
tralian Michael Klim was 
second in 5l.56see and Hick- 
man a disappointing third in 
51.60. Hickman said: “I haven't 
felt myself today. 1 had a bad 
night thinking about the race. 
I felt I could swim faster." 

Australia’s Grant Hackett 
smashed the 400m freestyle 
record, shaving four seconds off 


the old mark to win gold in 
3:35.01, while earlier Japan's 
Masami Tanaka broke the world 
record in the women's 200m 
breastroke with a time of 230.22 
to claim her second gold. 

The Netherlands team won 
the final of the men’s 4x200m 
freestyle relay with a time of 
7:04.48. Britain were second 
with 7:0720 and Canada finished 
third in 7:08.02. The favourites, 
Australia, were disqualified in 
a morning heat for swimming 
in the incorrect order. 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE AND POOLS CHECK 
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TODAY 

FOOTBALL 

3.0 unless stated 

FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

t Blackburn v Middlesbrough 

2 Charlton v Chelsea 

3 Derby v Newcastle — — 

4 Leeds v Nottingham Forest 

5 Liverpool v Everron - 

6 Sheffield Wed v Coventry 

7 Southampton v Arsenal — 

S Tottenham v Leicester 

9 Wimbledon v Manchester Utd .... 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

10 Barnsley v Sheffield Utd 

tl Bradford City v Grimsby — 

1 2 Bristol City v Port Vale ... — 

13 Norwich v.Crysta! Palace—.. 

14 Oxford Utd v Bolton 

15 OPR v HuddereRetd 

16 Stockport v Bury 

17 Sunderland vWest BromwWi .. 

' ^k8 Swindon v Ipswich ......... 

*19 Watford v TTanmere 

20 Wotas v ftjtTsmourh 

SECOND DIVISION 

21 Blackpool v Walsall 

22 Macdesflefd v Wycombe ...- 

23 Manchester City v Wigan 

24 Notts County v Burnley....^,....-, 

25 Stote v Lincoln City 

26 Wnacham v Bristol Roves 

27 Vtefk v Chesterfield 

THIRD DIVISION 

28 Bamet v Halifax ....... 

29 Cambridge Ucd v Cardiff.. 

30 Carlisle v Torquay — 

3) Darlington v Rotherham 

32 Hartlepool v Brentford 

33 Hun v Scarborough 

34 Leyton Orient v Southend 

35 Mansfield v Brighton 

36 Plymouth v Shrewsbury ..... 


THIRD DIVISION 

- Brechin v Ross County 

- Cowdenbeath v Albion Rovers 

- Dumbarton v Montrose 

- Queen’s Park v East Stirling 

- Stenhousemulr v Berwick — 

NATIONWIDE CONFERENCE 

- Barrow v Far nbo rough 

- Dover v Woking 

- Forest Green v Htiford 

- Hayes v Wngsconian 

- Kidderminster v Doncaster -... 

- Leek Town v Kettering - 

- Morecambe v Hereford 

- Rushden 6 Diamonds v Cheltenham 

- Southport tf Hednesford 

- Stevenage v Norrhwlch 

- Yeovfl v Welling . 

RYMAN LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Aylesbury v Gravesend: Basingstoke v 
Bishop's Stortfant Bonham Wood v Hen- 
don: Bromley vBlllerlcayTn; Carshalton 
vChesham: Dag 6 Red v Sutton Utd: Dul- 
wich v Aldershot: Enfield v Purfleec Har- 
row Borough v Hampton: Heybridge v 
Sough; Walton & Hersham v St Albans. 
First DMsioa: Berkhamsted town v Ley- 
ton Pennant Grays Athletic v Chertsey 
Town; Hltcfiln ’town v Romford; Leather- 

Head v Oxford aty: Maidenhead Ucd v 
Wealds tone, MoJesey v Bognor Regis 
Town; Staines town v Bramuee 'town; 
Uxbridge v Barton Rovers: Wembley v 
TfeatSng; Worthing v Croydon. SacandDI- 
vtskMi: Abingdon town v Leigtuon town; 
Barts Dead Athletic v Chalfont St Peter 
BarWngv Hertford town; Bedford town 
v Thame Utd; Bracknell town v ’ 

& Mtrham; Edgware town v Hu 
Town; HemeJ Hempstead v Wltham 
town; Marlow v Wokingham town; Met 
Police v Harlow Town; Windsor & Eton 
v Nonhwoodt Vftenhoe town v Horsham. 
Third Division: Camberley town v 
Kingsbury town: Cheshuntv tomduireh: 
Clapton v Ford Utd; Corinthian C a sua ls 
v Laws: Croydon Athletic v Egham town; 
Dorking v Avdey; East Thurrock Utd v 
Southall; Fiackwell Heath v Wingate St 
Finchley; Tring town v Ware. 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier Dhrf- 


m 

37 Rochdale v reteiborough 

drioidAccrlfttten Stanley y Leigh RML Al- 
trincham v Hyde Utd: Blyth Spartans v 
Worksop; CoJwyn Bay v Gateshead: 
Gainsbotougfi v Ricidey, Gulseiey v 
Stshop Auckland:. Lancaster v Runcorn; 

. AbrinevOiorieyiSpemymoorvEinlejr; 
Scalybridge v WNtby town; WinsfordUtd 
v Bamber Bridge. Rrst Dhrfekorc BHper 

town v F^sWyCeltic Bradford P A v Wit- 
ton Albion; Burecoughv Great Harwood 
. town; Cong le ton town v Lincoln Ucd: 
Droytsden v Traf ford: Eastwood Town v 
iMifttey Bay: FbfttnvHudtnaa town: Har- 

39 Swansea v Chester 

BANK OF SCOTLAND 
premier LEAGUE 

40 Aberdeen v Dun tom line — ....... 

*1 Celtic v Dundee... 


42 Dundee Utd vMotfwrwefi 

'■■■ a 
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SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
} FIRST DIVISION 



rosace town v Mattock town; Netherfleid 



. Kendal v Aifreosn town; Radefiffe Bor- 
. ougri v Ashton Ucd: Srodubridge P S v 
Gretna. 


47 RGthv Stranraer — 

.jam ‘ •rl*-"** ,/ 

SECOND DIVISION 

DR MARTBIS LEAGUE PrOntlw Di- 
vision: Atherstonev Nuneaton; Boston 
Utd v Kira’s Lynn: Crawley tow * Wfey- 


-<** L+ 


• Gresiey Rwers v Cambridge CHy. Hale- 

• 

r?-. 

-Oiwiof the soutiiv East Rfe . — 
- Stirflng v Forfar — - 

sowen v tomworch; Ilkeston Tn v 
Grantham; Merthyr V Burton Albion; 


RbrtiweH town v Hastings: Salisbury v 
Bach Gty; Worcester Qty v Broms- 
groue. Midland DbUoK Bedwortii Utd 
v Hinckley Utd: Bilsron town v Stafford 
Rangers: Btoxwich town v Blakenall: 
Qevedon Town v Weston-super-Mare: 
Moor Green v Stourbridge: Newport A 
FCn On tier fort) town: Paget Rangers 
v Sutton Coldfield town: R C Warwick v 
Evesham Utd: Solihull Boro v Reddltch 
Utd: VS. Rugby v Shepshed Dynamo: Wis- 
bech town v Stamford AFC Southern 
Division: Baldock Town v Brackley 
town: Bash ley v Newport (IOW): Chelms- 
ford aty v Erich & Belvedere: Corby town 
v founds town: Hartford v Hsher Ath- 
letic London; Sittingboume v Margate; 
St Leonards v Tonbridge Angels; Witney 
town v Andover Mate Town v Cirences- 
ter town. 

NOCTHOtN COUNTIES EAST Premier 
DMsioat Amiihorpe Wfetfare v North Fer- 
riby United: Brige Town v Ecdeshill Utd: 
Buxton v OssettTown; Garforch town v 
Sheffield. Ha I lam v Amo Id town: Osset t 
Albion v Pontefract Cols: Pickering Town 
v ThacMey; Selby town v Gtasshoughowr. 
Welfare ScaveJey MW v Liversedge. 
WntSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DhrtskMu Canterbury Qty v Fauer- 
sham town: Crakenhin v Whirs table 
town; Greenwich Borough v Lordswood; 
Heme Bay v Deal town: fen agate v Beck- 
enham Tcwi: Slade Green v Thamesmead 
Town; Tunbridge Wells v Erich town; V 
C D Athletic v Sheppey Utd. 

UHLS PORT UNITED COUNTIES 
league Premier Dhrfyipo; Boston v 
Kenpston: Ford Sports vEynesbmy Hd- 
beadi v Wedfagborpueh: N Spencer v 
Bourne; S fi L Corby u Bladtstone: S rot- 
fold v Long Bucfcby; Wool ton v Spald- 
ing; Vtedey v Buckingham. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
First DMsfcn; Broadbridge Heath v Port- 
Wd: East Preston v foaham: Eastbourne 
town v Whirehawk: Horsham YMCA v 
Wide Langney v Chichester UttJe- 
hampeon v Hassocks: Redh3J v Shoreham 
Rtagmer y £asrt»um Ucd: Setoey v HatW 
sham. 

SCREWFEK DIRECT LEAGUE Pro- 
mler DMstom Badnveil Utd v Bris- 
Dngron; Bridgewater town v Mangotsfidd 
Utd: Bridport v Thun ton town. 

NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
Rrst Mnlw; Atherton LRv Prescot 
Cables CKrfteroe v Moss ley Holher Old 
BoysvGtassop North End: Kidsgrnie Ath- 
letic v SHelmerscWe Uld: Maine Road u 
Cheacfle town: Newcastle town v Salford 
Qty. Ramsboaotn Utd V Nantwich town; 
Rossendale Utd v Vbuxhall G M; Sc He- 
lens town v Workingron. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND 
FOOTBALL ALLIANCE: Halesowen 
Harriers v Barwen*. Kings Norton Town 
v Fershore town; Oldbury Utd v Stour- 
pon Swifts: PeBaU VBla v WillenhaB town: 
Roeescer v RushaJi Olympic Shifnal 
town v SandmeU Borough: Stapenhill v 
Knyperstey Victoria; Stratford Town v 
BoUSmere Sc Michaels; Wednesfieid v 
Chase town; West Midlands Police v 
Bridgnorth town. 


JEW50N WESSEX LEAGUE First Di- 
vision; BAI v Cowes Sports: Bemerton 
Heach Hart v Afc Tbrton; Brockenhurst v 
Portsmouth RN: Dcwnion v A/c Newbury. 
Fareham Town v Easrleigh. Lynungron 6 
New Milton v Bournemouth. Money Fields 
v HambJe A5SC: Tharcham Town v East 
Cowes \fics Whitchurch Uro v Chrisrcriurch. 1 
Wimbome town v &»port Borough. 
JEWSON FOOTBALL LEAGUE Pre- 
mier Division: Diss Town v Harwich 4 1 
Rarkeston; FeUxstowe Pen & town u War- 
boys: Great Yarmouth Town v Bury 
Town: Ipswich Wanderers v Newmarket 
Town; Lowestoft Town v So ham Town 
Rangers: Maldon Town v Faker ham 
Town: Sudbury Town v Gorleston. Sud- 
bury Wanderers v Ely City. Warton Utd 
v H afste ad town: Wboddndge T«"m v His- 
ton: Wrox ham v Stowmarket town. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First Dlvlsfoa: Billingham 
Synth on ia v Billingham town. Chester Le 
Street v BedTffigrcin Terriers. Dunston Fed- 
eration v Crook Town. Easlngton v Con- 
setc Morpeth town v Penrith: Newcastle 
Blue Star v Seaham Red Star. Tow Law 
Town v Guisbo rough Totvn. 

HIGHLAND FOOTBALL LEAGUE: Bro- 
ra Rangers v Hunrty: Cove Rangers v El- 
gin Qty; Deveronvaie v Ciachnacuddln; 
ftort William v Fraserburgh: Keith v 
Mtk Academy. Naim County v Peterhead 
Rothes v Lossiemouth. 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier 
Dhrfcrioo: Gientoran vCllltonville. Unheld 
v Coleraine: Newry v Crusaders: Omagh 
town v Glenavon; Fttnadown v BaHymena. 
First Dhdsion: Bangor v Lame. Camck 
v Ards: Dungannon Swifts v Distillery; U- 
mavady Utd v Ballydare 
LEAGUE OF WAVES (2.30): Bangor 
Oty v Afan Lido. Caernarfon Town v 
Hauerfwdwest: Conwy v Rhayader town, 
Cwmbran vTNS: HolyweD vAbefysrwyrh. 
Inter Cable -Td v Newtown; Rhyl v Car- 
martiien Town. 

VARSITY MATCH: Otford u Cambridge 

(1.0) (ot Craven Cottage. Fulham]. 
MONTAGUE UNDER -15 INTERNA- 
TIONAL TOURNAMENT England v 
Cameroon [ at Montague, Fr\ 

RUGBY UNION 

2 30 unless stated 

TETLEY’S BITTER CUP 
SEMI-FINALS 

Richmond v Newcastle (2 30) 

ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP Qa;; 

Bath v Leicester 13.0) 

Sale v London Irish (3.0) 

Premiership Tkk Blachhcmi- v Leeds 

(3.0) : Bristol v Rugby (3.0); Corenrry v Ex- 
eter (3.01: Moseley v Wbrcester i3 0). Or- 
reBvLMKfcnVUeish(3 0): Rotnemam v FyWe 
13 Ci):VJatefieW v Waterloo IB 0) JEWSON 
NATIONAL LEAGUE One: Camberley v 
Harrogate (3 0); Henley v Liverpool St tie- 
lens (3.0); lydney v Rossiyn rarV ( 3 0|. Alan- 
chesier v Newbury [3.01. Morfey v 
BrmlngbairVSoi ihuil (3 0). Nottingham v 
WharfedaSe (3.0); Otley v Reading, iBCn 
Deo North: A^ama vShelfleia IB O). New 
Brighton v Whitchurch (3.0): Nuneaton v 


Lichfield (3 0) Picston tirassnoppeis v 
Hm-iiey |3 O). Srourbudge v Kendal (3 O): 
Walsall v Sedgiey PWru 1 5 0): Winningron 
Park v Sandal (3 O) Two South: Barking 
v. Redruth (3 C*1. Bridgivarei v Mei Police 
(3 Oi; Cheltenham v Havanr [3 OJ. Clifton 
v Tabard (3 0|. Esher v Norwich (3 01. North 
Waisham v Vfesion-supei-Mare (3 O): Piy- 
mourn v Bra.knell i3 O). 

TETLEY’S BITTER COUNTY CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP North and Midlands League 
TWo: Norchumbertand v Durham (3 O) lar 
Perry ParV) North and Midlands 
League Three: Leicestershire v Stafford- 
shire (3 O) (or Svsron). North Midlands v 
Yorkshire (or Worcester I South League 
Three: Kent v Hampsme (3 0) (or US 
Oudwml: Miadie5e> v Dorset 1 1 Wilts 1 3 Oi 
{■it Rtchnuynt: Athletic to) 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 
■laerphilly v Ebbw Vale 
Llanelli v Aberavon 
Neath v Pontypndd |5 30| 

Newport v Bridgend ... . . 

First DMsIOfi: Aberniiery v Llandovery. 
B-anymaen v UWIC (Cardiff Insn: Dunvant 
v Tredegar Maesteg v Blachwood. Merthyr 
v Sourti Wales Police. Newbridge v Cross 
Keys tondu v Rumney. Tiecrthy v ftnrypncJ 
ANGLO-WEL5H FRIENDLY 
Svransea v London Siottfth 

TENNENTS VELVET CUP 
5EMI-F1NALS 
Boiougnmui' v heiso (3 Oi 
Gala » Mclnjse (3 Oi 

TENNENTS VELVET BOWL 
SEMI-FINALS 
Cotsrorphlne v Duns (3 0) 

6amcii:li v Edinburgh Umv (3 0) 

TENNENTS VELVET SHIELD 
SEMI-FINALS 
Jed-Forest v Selkirk (3 0) 

St Boswells vGoidonians (3 0; 
TENNENTS VELVET PREMIERSHIP 
FIRST DIVISION 

Cuine u West of Scotland (3 0) 

Watsonians v Hawick (3 0) 

Third Dhrisl on; East Kilbndr v Stewarts 
Mel FP (3.0). 


AIB LEAGUE RRST DIVISION 

Cork Consrirution v BaHymena .. 

Second Division: Derry v Dolphin: Dun- 
gannon v Be-:tive Rangert: Old Belvedere 
v UCC. Old Crescenr v Greysrones; Sher- 
ries v Ballynahmch. Sunday's Well v DLSP: 
Wanderers » Pcnadewn. 

HOCKEY 

EUROPEAN CUP-WINNERS' CUP A 
Dfvtston: Beestc^ v Dinamo Ekaterinburg 
fRusi; Three Rc>ck Rovers v hS Poctowtec 
(Pol) (ar Amsre/veen. Wethl. C Division: 

v ABC fesrr |Rn) (of Thghiv. Steven) 
EUROPEAN WOMEN'S CLUB CHAM- 
PIONSHIP A Division: Slough v hold* 
Eki'ispoi (Ukr): Edinburgh Ladies v Slaina 
Pi ana \<Li Pep) (at Den Bosch. Neihv. B 
Division: Swansea v Pegasus {Irf) (or 
Moricsama If). 

EUROPEAN WOMEN'S CUP WIN- 
NERS' CUP A Division: Clifton v Dfrumo 
Sumy (Ukr): Glasgow Western v CD Ter- 
■ assa [Sp| (of torrosso. Sp|. B Division: 
Newtown v AHTC (Aut) (or Rbmc). 
EASTER FESTIVALS: Wey mourn 48th. 
Blachfnxjl 49th. English Rivwra Festival (Of 
tor toy l. 

BASKETBALL 
BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Birmingham v 

Greater London (7 0): Derby v Leicesrer 
i7 30) . Thames valley v Chester (8.0j: Wx- 
imng Newcastle \8 0) 

ICE HOCKEY 
SEXONDA SUPERLEAGUE Pi ay -off 
Semi-finals: Cardiff v Manchester (2.0): 
Nottingham v BiatkneH OJ (ai Man- 
CfiesrC' Evening News Arena). 

OTHER SPORTS 
ROWING: London Boat Race. 

TENNIS: Davis Cup world groups: 

Britain v U5A (two singles rubbers) (of 
National Indoor Arena. Birmingham). 


TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL 
SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

St Johnstone v Rangers (6.05) 

SCREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
Division: Bristol MF v Elmore (3.0) 
MONTAGUE UNDER- 15 INTERNA- 
TIONAL TOURNAMENT: England v Italy 
(12.45) (Of Montague- W- 

RUGBY UNION 
TETLEY’S BITTER CUP 
SEMI-FINAL 

Wasps v Gloucester (2.15) 

ANGLO-WEL5H FRIENDLY 
West Hartlepool v Cardiff (3.0| 

HOCKEY 

EUROPEAN CUP WINNERS’ CUP A 
Division: Beeston v Lille (Fr): Three 
Rock Rovers V Minsk (Bela) lor Amsteheea. 
Neth). C Division: Caidif f v Zdma \Cioa) 
(or Triglav, Stown). 

EUROPEAN WOMEN’S CLUB CHAM- 
PIONSHIP A DhrtsJow Slough v Den 
Bosch: Edinburgh Lades v KTHC Rot Weiss 
(Ger) (or Den Bath. N«ft). B DMsfon: 
Swansea v Marcesama (Ita): Rea! Souedad 
(Spnl v Pegasus (Irl) (or Martesoma. It). 
EUROPEAN WOMENS CUP WKKERff 
CUP A Division: Qifton v Vatvoryksre-Gin- 
tra (Llth); Glasgow Western v Amsterdam 
(Neth) (of Terrassa. Sp) B DhrisJon: 
Nevitonm v Old Al&ancra )lri) (ot Rome). 
EASTER FESTIVALS: Weymouth *Srti 
Blackpool 49cn; English Riviera Festival (of 
for toy). 

BASKETBALL 
BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Greater London 
v London (3.0). 

ICE HOCKEY 
SEKONUA SUPERLEAGUE Play-oW 
Final; Cardiff or Manchester v Notting- 
ham or Bracknell (7.0) (of Manchester 
Evening News Arena). 


UNDER-1 9 INTERNATIONAL: England 
v Scotland (3.0) (of /Manchester Etrcning 
News Arena) 

OTHER SPORTS 

GOLF: Scoitlsh champion of champions 
(or Leven links) 

MOTOR RACING: British touring Car 
Oiamplonshrp [or Dorungion Path i . Bn rreh 
Superpii"? Championship qualifying (of 
Thnt‘ton). 

SNOOKER: British Open lot Plymouth 1 
TENNIS: DavH Cup World groups: 
Britain v USA t at National Indoor Arena 
Birmingham 1 

MONDAY 

FOOTBALL 
(Set panel. Page 29) 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
JUB SPORTS 
SUPER LEAGUE 

Hutl v Sheffield (U SOI 

Leeds v London t3 Oi 

St Helens v Bradford (3.0) ... ... . 

Wakefie/d v Wigan (3 301 

Viampgtcm v Gateshead (3.0| ... 
NORTHERN FORD PremtarsMp: Bar- 
row v Keighley 13.01. Dewsbury v Hull K 
R (3 Oi: Feacnerstone v Swinton (7.30); 
Oldham v Leigh 17.45); Whitehaven v Bat- 
ley (3 30): Widnes v Lancashire Lyrw 
(3 0). York v Hunslet (3.0). 

RUGBY UNION 

TETLEY’S BITTER COUNTY CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP North and Midlands League 
One: Cumbria v Notes, Lines b Derby 
(7.15) (or Carlisle). North and Midlands 
League TWO: Cheshire v Lancashire ( 3.0) 
[or New Brighton) Sooth League One: 
Gloucestershire vSurrey (3.0J (at Lydney). 
South League TWo: Berkshire v Sussex 

(3.0) (of Brartneff). South League Four 
B uckinghamshire v Somerset (3.0) {01 
Slough). 


WEDNESDAY’S LOTTERY UPDATE. 

Draw date: 31 03/ 99. The winning numbers: ±, 5, 12. 24, 26, 38- Bonus number: 1 ±- 






Match 6 i JachDOU > 

A 

£892.449 

£3.569.796 

Match 5 plus bonus bail ! 

20 

£54.919 

£1.098.380 

Match 5 

906 

£750 

£G86.44S 

Match a 

36.96 7 

£40 

£1.478.680 

Match 3 | 

579.655 

£10 

£5.796.550 

TOTALS ! 

617.554 


£12.629.854 

OCatwdsi Ciuup pk:. Pldirr - . muso In 16 \ir crvfrr. 


Bieitkage (Wires rounded down to nearesi £1 1. £31.694 


4 


Maybe, Just maybe. HQ THE NATIONAL LOTTERY' 

lr> ;rw wn: ni «ny jut iepsih.t ir» me me daia contained in rentrai computer *y*iero yhaif prevail 
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Cricket Coce-Coia Cup 
in Shsrj&n 
Sto' Spcrts 2 


• MAY 

Cricket Wbrld Cup 
begins 

Sky Sports 1, 2 and 3 


® JUNE 

Cricket World Cup 
Semi’s and Final 
Sky Sports 1 


m JULY 

England v New Zealand 
1st Test Live 
Sky Sports 1 


% AUGUST 

County Cricket Super 
Cup Tournament 
Sky Sports 1 


# SEPTEMBER 

Climax to National 
League 

Sky Sports 1 and 3 


9 OCTOBER 

international 
cricket news 
Sky Sports News 


m NOVEMBER 

South Africa v England 
1st Test 
Sky Sports 2 
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Vs leading Grand National ironte^der, Bobbvfo, leads stablemate Native Statnsup the all-weather gallop at Eairjiia^e racecourse yester^gj vn der A™*** 
■aul Carberry. Bobfojjo, a best-priced 33-1 shot for next Saturday's big race, is in illustrious hands. The nine-year-old is trained by Paul s father Tbrnmy 
on Native Status yesterday), who steered UEscargot to a famous National victory in 1975 

Alexis in the mood for Masaka 


IF YOU are involved on the 
Flat you have to enjoy this time 
of the yean It migh t be the only 
chance you get 

Early spring is when the 
pump inflates equine reputa- 
tions around the country, and 
just after early spring is when 
a sparkling pin comes along and 
pricks most of them. 

The poppings begin tradi- 
tionally at Newmarket’s Craven 
meeting, which starts on Tues- 
day week, although Haydock 
and Kempton hold the Flat fort 
this afternoon. There are tele- 
vised races too from Towcester 
and, if you can get away with it, 
it is possible to watch nine con- 
tests from your lounge today at 
regular intervals, from 1.30 to 
4.45. 

Haydock’s card was aban- 
doned 12 months ago, because 
of waterlogging, and the going 
will be soft this afternoon. It was 


BY RICHARD EDMONDSON 

heavy ground at Kempton last 
yean but at least they got the 
meeting on and were reward- 
ed with some decent perform- 
ers. Scorned won on that 
Sunbury card and he went on 
to be placed in three Group 
races and win Newbury’s List- 
ed Arc Trial. 

The Masaka Stakes was col- 
lected by a horse that proved to 
be even better qualified. 
Richard Hannon's Tadwiga 
graduated to a Group Three 
event at The Curragh and 
added it to her list of accom- 
plishments. 

Today’s running of the 
Masaka features a filly who 
also made her name in Ireland 
but who now resides in the rac- 
ing capital of Newmarket. Alex- 
is was trained by Dermot Weld 
in her juvenile season but now 


gets her mints from Jeremy 
Noseda at Shalfleet on the Bury 
Road, the yard made famous by 
Paul Kelleway. 

These must be exciting 
times for Noseda. who has 
packed six years with John 
Dunlop, five with John Gosden 
and two with Godolphin into his 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Alexis 
(Kempton 3.40) 

NB: Fenigino Bay 
(Haydock 2.30) 


35 years. Now he is in his sec- 
ond season with a British 
licence and seeking to make an 
imprint At present he is just 
hying to steady himself “Were 
looking forward to the seasoa 
while mindful at the same time 
that anticipation doesn't win 
races," he says. “About 95 per 


cent of people's dreams will be 
blown out of the water in the 
□ext six to eight weeks, so it’s 
a time to stay realistic. 

“I’ve been lucky enough to 
have been around a lot of very 
good horses and I recognise 
that ones like them are few and 
far between." 

Noseda recorded 19 winners 
last season, a figure he re- 
gards with the archetypal train- 
er s lament However, two of 
those successes were the 
Cheveley Park Stakes and 
Cherry Hinton Stakes in home 
town Newmarket with the 
splendid filly Wannabe Grand. 
“I would have hoped to have 
more individual winners, but 
winning a Group One and a 
Group Two with her in my first 
year made me feel better." he 
says. “I would have settled for 
that 

“She’s in good form. I don’t 


dream too much because Hike 
to keep my feet on the ground. 
We’D mate a decision about 
whether she runs in the Nell 
Gwyninaweek’s time because 
it’s a question of a trial or going 
straight to the 1.000 Guineas. 
Tbuch wood, things have gone 
very smoothly with her.” 

Before then, though, Nose- 
da hopes he has another filly t o 
light his qualities. ALEXIS 
(nap 3.40) is going well. “She’s 
in good form and she's fit 
enough to do herself justice," 
the trainer says. “It looks like 
a pretty good contest, with a 
strong field of fillies. You can’t 
nick races like this, even at this 
stage of the season. But every- 
thing has gone well and her 
preparation has been good. 

“As with all fillies at this 
time of year, she’ll look better 
and she will be better in a 
month’s time, but she’s well 


enough forward now to put in 
a good show." 

Elsewhere on the Kempton 
card, TUmbleweed Quartet 
(4.10), who was last in the Rac- 
ing Post Ttaphy on his final 
start last season, looks set to 
finish at the other end of the 
field. He won on his debut last 


season. 

At Haydock there are possi- 
bilities about Samraan (1.30), 
who did not win last season, but 
has the best form in a race 
named after one of the most - 
beautiful settlements in the 
north-west His trainee John 
Dunlop, always has his horses 
well forward at the start of the 


season. One we know comes to 
hand early is Bryan McMa- 
hon’s Fenigino Bay (next best 
230), and this appears an eariy 
reward for the hard and con- 


sistent labours of his two-year- 
old campaign. 


Four British runners in Irish Grand National 


® DECEMBER 

South Africa v England 
2nd and 3rd Tests 
Sky Sports 2 


m JANUARY 

South Africa v England 
4th and 5th Tests 
Sky Sports 2 



SPORTS 1 


SPORTS 2 


SPORTS 3 


SPORTS 


NEWS 


skydigitap 

the home of sport 

www.skydigital.cauk 

♦Exclusively In digital with SkyOigital 



THERE WERE four British- 
trained runners among the 20 
declared yesterday for foe Irish 
Grand National at Fhiryfaouse 
on Easter Monday Celtic Giant, 
winner of foe Kim Muir Chase 
at foe Cheltenham Festival, is 
7-1 second favourite to Manus 
The Man (13-2) with Stanley. 
Robbie Supple rides. 

RIghtsaidfred (14-1), trained 
by Anna Newton-Smith, will be 


ridden by Graham Bradley. 
Kim Bailey has declared 
Druid's Brook (16-1) and Philip 
Hobbs has engaged Brendan 
Powell to ride Rill Of Oats 
(16-1). Norman Williamson will 
renew his association with Bob 
Treaty (15-2), who has list 
10lb. Papillon is foe top weight 
on 12sL RIghtsaidfred has lOst 
12Eb, Celtic Giant lOst 91b and 
Druid's Brook lOst 5lb. 


Addington Boy completed 
his serious Grand National 
preparation with a schooling 
session at Middleham yester- 
day. Partnered by Adrian 
Maguire, the 11-year-old 
jumped two replica National 
fences twice. 

The Ibis each will miss the 
Whitbread Gold Cup and will 
not run again this season fol- 
lowing a setback. 


Mark Johnston's filly At- 
lantic Destipy is likely to reap- 
pear in the Nefl Gwyn States at 
Newmarket on 13 ApriL The 
Middleham trainer said: “She 
has done well and we'll go 
there with a view to running her 
in the 1,000 Guineas." 

Stable-companion Spirit Of 
Love, who won the Cesare- 
witch, runs in the Sagaro 
States at Ascot on 28 April 


Coral have broken new 
ground by offering ante-post 
prices on the Ascot Gold Cup, 
the July Cup. and the King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
Diamond Stakes. 

Royal Anthem is Coral’s 5-1 
favourite for the King George, 
with last year’s Derby winner; 
High Rise, the Eclipse States 
winner Daylami and Sagamix 
8-1 co second favourites. 


The Dubai World Cup winner 
Almutawakel is on offer at 10-1 
alongside Sagamix. In the July 
Cup, Diktat, Lujain and Stravin- 
sky head Coral’s list at 8-1, 
with Bianconi next best at 10- 
1. Last year’s Ascot Gold Cup 
winner; Kayf Tara, is the 5-1 
favourite for this year’s re- 
newal, while Spirit Of Love is 
the 6-1 second favourite. 

Other cards, page 24 


Towcester 


2.20 Look Sharper 

2.55 Damza (nb) 
3.25 Unlathen 

3.55 Bigwheel Bill 


HYPERION 

4.25 Gareth son 
5.00 Bali Strong 
5.30 Blue Royal 


\ 1-6P BRAVE HNG (B4) (l»(M Battik &DBM*KWQtt£oun 6 T1 5 DForttp) 

2 -3««C6 LOOK SHARPER {37) [AgarS AJ Odds Partners*^ R Budder 6 II 5 BFMI 

3 NO DRAMAS (MG St Qi*fen)S Sherwood 811 5. GBradky 

4 0t OP PORTED REMARK (29) (0) (ftter SWnSdd) N Handerecn 8 ft 5 MARtzgeraU 

5 MfW Sffl LUNCHALOT (73) (D) (The ftandom f^rtnerahip) P R MsfcbcrG n 5 ft Kegufcs 

6 BO- 306 SLEIGHT OF HAND (44) [The Steffi Ol Hand P a s wtf i p ) JKicSft 5- -TJMarehy 

7 30 22P TWCKVTREVOR 006) (W j (vest K Bate? 6 n S NWUvnsoa 

B 4OFS0 OWE HE SPACE (63) (R 5 Proses & I* WC Dares) H Daly 6 n 0 s Wynne 

9 40000 MAYBE LATER (11) (Tarn Mutfiy) R Curtis 7 71 0 Jlaoeh 

O 005 GHAU (USA) p4) (J F Costard] J Contend a TO O KJotnnn 

- 10 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 No Omn. THcky Trew* «-l Look Strop* 1H Pointed Rsmnft. Gin Me Spra, 
6-1 Bravo King, SWgM Ol Head. 14-1 others 

TBBB Ma Mng acanO a ne d duets 

FORM VERDICT 

LOOK SHARPER holds Give Me Space on rumng behnd Picket Piece at Chel- 
tenham n Jaruary and may prove the answer here. Tricky Ti-ovor could prove ide- 
afy sutsd by this stiff an and rates an Obvious danger. 


2.55 


TOTE BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP CHASE 
(D) £7,500 added 2m110yds Penalty Value E5£8l] 

1 TJ4-F2 ®PSYGE0F(15) (D) [G AhtttwdJG Hubbad 8 n X). RTbomton 

onsratf peer. vfttb shews emeakfpeen and ■hectoefc cap 

2 re«3« SPANISH LIGHT (149) (D) IS Join Baitow) & J Bator BMO TiO... - _Allegi*e 

rO|e( btue. red md royal blue ssfced cap 

i 2330S1 MR SNAGGLE (19) (CD) (The Ftan Mentoras) & Earto TO U U A FtEzgaraM 

emerald gnen. maroon spas 

4 ertSH DAMZA(7)(D)(BF){NBMason)NMa5cn?QB RGneM 

rad ratal Me hoop, moped stems and cap 

5 1-UU45 PARLIAMENTARIAN £9) (CD) (JCUYttasITCaaer OC9 . .. . _ TJ Murphy 

<sr* green. »Acw eras* of tome and cap 

6 3ZS&3 BLACK STAJQ4ENT (37) (IQ (BB fttayfci) J Gtftxd 9 DO 

aactr. rad rtewn hooped cep 
- 8 doctored - 

ttnvnisn oeffit Hist 7hre ftantCeap Sec* SBemenr sst IVb. 

BETTING: 5-3 Gipsy Geo?. 11-4 Dun. 5-1 Hr Snaggle. 11-3 Parttemenbrisn, 6-1 nt rifr ! 
ment, 9-1 Spanish light 

FORM GUIDE 

Gipay Goof: Faded near Ene when beck ta farm 2 lengths 2nd to BucUand Lad a 
Folkestone pm heap, good) off B«s mark. Stifler cause a worry but the one to beat 
Spanish Light: Fast-ground specaist on long bstog n*i Often finds tttta under pres- 
sure and Ural rut since 23 tengihs4Di of 6 to The Earn at Haydock to Nov 
Mr Snaggle: Chance an "i: length 2nd to Astwrafl Boy at Chepstow n Oct horn 2fc 
tagter. but risky jumper m good term over ludtas lately and suited By test gnxrd 
Damza: Catsnck wrmr n Dee ham 8&> tOMr and nnwig conetstemy ah new rMfk. 
Has a ante to fad but aftcufcJ be cured by tftis stiff finish and from yard back tn term 


Pa Uai ie nmla n; Tteee-tine scorer las? seasoa tarea ow the C&D from 4lb tower. 
Plenty to find on latest 36 lengths 5th to Rovestar here, but yard beck rr farm now 
Black St a temen t: Has not shown much since fortunate Windsor wn n Nov. 21 lengths 
3rd to OscaJ An Doras at Huntingdon latest and equaly sfll task now 
VERDICT: Gipsy Geo? has been shaping Ac a future winner, but he struggled 
wtth the top at Folkestone and win find this tougher. Despite hie handy mark, he is 
passed over In favour of DAMZA. who should be Sharper tor fns craitable 2nd to 
CWwn Beet at Warwick talowto g a 2-month tay-ott He shot*! reSah the course end 
looks open to improvement Mr Snaggle could also take a hand with a dear round 


GOING: Good to Firm 

■ Right-hand. undUattog dreut Run-in of 140yd. 

■ Course is on A5 SE cf town Bus service from Nort ha mpton station. ADMISSION: 
Members £M3; Datei-safe £9 iOAPs £6); Course £5. CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: O Nicholson 29-77 (37.7%), K Bailey 13-54 (241NV Mrs J 
Pitman t2-5! (235%). Mm C Bailey tt- 16 (585%). Miss V Wiliams 17-36 (306%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Maguire 1&4W (237%). N WllUamson 17-61 (273%). W 
Marsfon «-Wi (758%). M A Fitzgerald 14-n (fi.7%), A P McCoy 14-7Z (194%). 

■ FAVOURITES 190-493 (385%). 

TONGUE STRAP: Ghafl (220). Damza R5S). Uver Bird (425V Cartey Lad K25L Arif 
(530) Melton Made (530). Daughter In Law (530). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Salmon Breeze (425) 


3.25 


9 on I MATCH OF THE DAY LIVE EVENT MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS F) (DIV I) E2J250 added 2m Penalty Value E2.01 7 


HERMES HARVEST EMPRESS OF AUSTRIA OPEN 
HUNTER CHASE (H) £2,000 2m 6 f Penalty Value £1,590 

1 1-P354 JACK THE TO (P 6 ) (CD) |J R Carraral) J Cornwall) C4 th J R Comesl (7) 

2 W252 UNLATHEN (P13) (D) (BF) (Ms A Bel) Ms A Bel 9 12 0 -.Mr N U Bsf (7) 

3 0-U326 MASTHt CRUSADER (22) (Mss L Homer] MreBUVAam& 1300 JDnLHomarfT) 

4 U3US0- 0ME WORD (37S) (BoVshie Components) DWiams 7 GO -J*rTHbney(3) 

5 URW5U TEA CS KAY (P35) (C 0 Kang) C King 9 0 0 MrJDtoarap) 

-5dedarad- 

BET7ING: 2-5 LMrihen, S-1 JaA The Td, 6-1 One Wont 1 (M To* Cee Kqi 26-1 Master Cnaadar 

FORM VERDICT 

Urdethen has thrown away two wimtog opportunities with Minders at the last fences 
this term and can hardy be backed with rraxrnum confidence, even in the conpa- 
ny It could pay to take a chance on the fitness ol ONE WORD, who dd not do Mm- 
seif Jusuce in nor lea chases tost season, but Is definitely capable of bettor. 


3.55 


KNIGHTS OF ARKLEY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2 m Penalty value £3,829 


1 -Bit) HOMME DE FEH (37) (>fes M Wncte^doo) K Baiey 7 n D NWOransrai 

2 lire MAZ1LE0 (44) (U) (Ws H Pamta I VVSarrts e n a RtHday 

3 P0P011 RCXFEINZ) (10) (D) ISaairtiy Marring CUS S Breokstovr 9 1) S.. . TJHuphyB 

4 1P-4F0 SKEKBJSIE) (IR (Uptanto Ekototadt) S 9wrwm) 8 11 4 AMsgubs 

5 32114 BKJWHEH.BAI(17)(D)(SCRrBnce4LBas»q)J Jentoe Dt)9. .. JJAfitzgeraid 

6 53156 DARKROMM4CE(1«qtCD)(AAGddsonlMssZDaneannQ4 Clteude 

-Bdsctarsd- 

BETTMG: 1M Ham De Fra 7-2 RoM. BhprtieW Bto. M Kazfieo, IU Dark Romance. 8-1 Stasis 

FORM VERDICT 

Rone Biss to cut out the pace, and ha may set the race up for MAZILEO. another 
keen sort who rra^it be better oft on tho occasion getting a lead horn the Brook 
shaw horse rather than trytog stake him oaMazleo was having his first rut to three 
months wtten beaten S lengths by Derit Romance « Sandown « February and « 

fancied to reverse the ptadngs wtth that rival 

TOTE CREDIT CLUB HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS Rn 
D) £7,500 added 2m 61 Penalty value £5563 ASkfl 

1 SOT- nNNYBRKKX (OQ (Robnd Stattea hd D techobon DC0 RTbomton 

jekwand radsftipa* tta stones, rad cap 

2 52351 fl SHINING UGHT (43) (C) (The Deaey Parln e rshp) D Mehobm P 00. .OMcPha>(5) 

neroon. ahes epaukb am stoenes. oonj* and wMe quonarad op 

3 taw CAPENWRAY P3) (B K Pifcputl) J Kng Cut ...TJMurphy 

yeftw. per deans 

4 -35034 LJVBt BIRD (32) (D) (V) IF Ctortw Partnast^j Mss V Wtars 9 h 1 NWBtorason 

n awnwidyeflavntoes^twcap 

5 1/1U41 Sfll HOW BHgZE (29) (O (Stoncn Ra rtowW N Hmtorann 6 h 0. M AFtageraMB 

pnfc Has* iprt toopoa tans end c® 

6 43P 53 BAVARD DISJ (9) (□) ISaguam Eattej) N ~iiiHi tl Bit Q BmSey 

jeAw. emsiaWjeen and ytooir naked ton s re s. qustomtfcap 

7 SMBP STEPASSSOY (44) (P M Vttorenl R Club 0 V8 - J Leech 

sdarft Obe ant irtMBiquatsrad). taped stone* da* ttiecto! 

6 1F4051 CARLEYLflO (12) (NB Masai) N Mason n 05 RQwn 

iM tojeibwhocpL Hooped stostesnfeae 

9 4H0FP GARETNSON (37) (CD) (Mre Dwell Anderar)UsoHKngpi6 W4 -BPowol 

pnrrraz a □« goto and scaw taped cap 

n ma DOIWEHBAY(15)(C)(Bilte)ta)JattadCOO _ LAvea 

taN rad charm, taped cap 
- lOttodmd- 

htokum weght. JO* rme/antfcap might Denver Siyasrata 

BETTING: 7-2 LtoarBbd. Stomcn Brseza. 4-1 Capamray. 11-2 Sapaaktobey. 1U Cartoy Lwi, 7-i 
Rweiybridge, 16-1 Bavard Dtou. 2tM Garathsan, SMntog Ligto, 22-1 Deiwr Bey 


runm uuiuc 

PennylJrtdge:*ish-trainedwhenscoringalSedgefiek}andAli7lrBelastyeflr.VftJ^Tt- 
ed with chance and ideally suited by test cyound. but IG-mcnth lay-off a concern 
Shining Light: Leicester wraier from GJb lower to Jan, but unreiable and refused at 
th e last frW beai en at t ime) In Around The Gala's race at Sandown latest 
Capemvray: tn handcapper^ yp snee throe earty- season wins but signs of return 
to form last two starts. Bar* to latest wtontog mart; hare, afthough best form a 2m4f 

Uver Bird: Thrown to here on dose 3rd to Magical Appooch at Gowran PW 2m4f 
heap, soft) to Jan, but poor -Uft to EKgri at Leicester (2m71 heap, heavy) on British 
debut teat month Acts on last gong and probably worth another chance 
Salmon Breeze: N« progressing as axpected since Fofceatone wto to Dec and mate 
hard work o? beating Cartsle Bandtas at DoncasterQm nov, soft) intam stiff task 
era hendfcap debut and yet to race on last gand 

Bavard Dieu: Useful In his prime, but has shown Bttie far Bome time and no sign of 
,an ^ ha 3m ® C 00 * 0 ^ « Wtocarrton (3ml f ix^p. good) la« rrwtift. 

Stopeata Boy: Looted open to irnprowmerrt when scoring a Wndaw n Dea but 

pJed up behind Looks ito Troiiiie at Sandown (3m heap, good) on only start sfnea 
Yet to race on a tast surface 

Cariay Lad: Much anproved when beatrag Bunt Imp 2 lengths at Newcastto lalBSL 
♦P 01 ” breathrag problam and titis stm fl«sh not sure to suit 

Gar^teoroG&D winner last term and wbJ to wrth Capenwray on 1997-96 term, but 
lumping poorly recent starts and rfilfleuft to fancy. 

DtowwBajc ftrfromttra force of old. afthour^i hstt of return to term when ft lengths 

3rd to Secret Bid at Fcirestona last tima Hard to fancy from 68> out of weights 
VER DICT; The handlcapper has taken mercy on CAPENWRAY and It may be 

worto Bkrg a t^cetmhrestamraa now thteJgH Kings team has wtiscovgeriier 

town. He exeats to his sort of company and Is preferred to the weB-harvkcapped Uver 
Bird - may need another race or two to recover her tosh form tar Usnstia WBams 
-and the novices StapaaMa Boy and Salmon Breoza, both open to ttpnwenw? 

MEDIEVAL PAGEANT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E 
£3,000 added 3m Penalty Value £2,793 

i SsS“"’ E S*™'- 

St ^ JSmsSRJEZ ?''- :: S 

5 343662 BALI S TRONG (14) IG A HutbaxD G Hitiwn: S 11 2 

r Uss V Wa ni nV .‘.'.'n 

7 OOP® COOIAIIHL (17) (Lady Ama aerttic*) O Brar»cri 7 n 2 ii rwTT 

n GLBI (30) (The DmaGten Bamwr*.ii H ~ r>, -|u, 

« -IUST UCE ALONE (W) (The Poppet R a rfii ad ei) n Mrfirtw 

O ^UlCICY(?in(3RfMetaBuc*^NSStaOTnft2 

ft -44840 DtE GOOD KNIGHT (39) DteSSony 11 2 

* 60 RANA«NCH (SQ (The R4U« gS 6 

” lJ V ^ Pride. 7-1 The Good KniohL 9-1 CEd 

»ial W Jastuce Atom, HM Cstaws. 13-1 Bath House Boy. Oena Glen, ivi^ftars 

k_ F0R M VERDICT 

ooftots about several ol these Stoutiv-brod BALI Strong « . 

and s worth another chance. Sh.^SS^ , c ^S G H ^ ^ 


5.00 


5.30 


5L5 , .| DAY UV E EVENT MAIDEN HU 
— (CLASS F) (DIV ll) £24250 added 2m Penalty Vblue i 
PSJ W MtiF (14) (A E Waitan) Mrs H Vtalton 7 11 5. _ u . 

SSS SBiST gEHgf -WtteVBw siSmtaii,— — *j 

MTOO MBJON made p4) (G AHStod) OHuSw^ans 1 6 11 5 ' •" 

22 BIDE ROYAL (ffl) (84) Oynn Wfaon) H Htnderacn 4 X) ‘ J , ^ 

“ 9“ »«» Iran 8UJE 1 ROT&L SI »oun, 
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Saturday 3 


RACING/23 


PUNTERS' GUIDE 


Spunkie has scope 
to be a top stayer 

Simon Holt of Channel 4 


Racing analyses the Queen’s 


Prize Handicap at Kempton 





Benatom; Fair stayer on his 
day. Fit from hurdlin g but 
hasn't won fbrawbfle and has 
plenty of weight 

Spimkie: Highly progressive 
last year and a fine third to 
Spirit of Love in the Cesare- 
witeh. Should go weQ a gain. 

Prairie Fhlcon: Dual scorer 
at Haydock and Goodwood 
last September but then well 
beaten on soft ground. 

Tarxien: Won three times in 
1998 but at distances short of 
two miles. Honest sort who 
acts on any go ing. 

Renzo: Successful over hur- 
dles this winter having pre- 
viously won on the flat at 
Doncaster. Sometimes unre- 
liable. 

FUr Cry: In fine form on the 
all-weather recently and con- 
tinues to go from strength to 
strength. Stays weD and hails 
from a good stable. 

Kmg Of Mnmm nr Third in 

two minor events last season 
but remains a maiden. Iries 
a new trip. 


Danegold: Becoming a pro- 
lific winner on the level and 
over hurdles and again 
seems in very good form fol- 
lowing his Doncaster suc- 
cess last week. 

Sea freedom: Decent stay- 
ing handicapper - could be 
spot on after his Doncaster 
fourth to Danegold last week 
Royal Ascot winner in 1997. 

Salaman: Very lightly raced 
nowadays and difficult to 
fancy. 

Bridie’s Pride: Gutsy front- 
runner. Improved in 1998, 
winning at Ascot and sixth in 
the Cesarewitch. Still lightly 
weighted. 

Yes Keemo Sabee: Possibly 
improving- a good second to 
Danegold at Doncaster last 
week- but still looking for bis 
first victory. 

Conclusion: SPUNKIE was 
easily the most progressive of 
these last year and could de- 
velop into a leading stayer 
this term. Sea freedom, 
Danegold and Far Cry are 
others to consider 


HAYDOCK 

L3(h Samraan would seem 
difficult to oppose with the 
weights in his favour but the 
rain has turned the ground 
against him. The mud-loving 
RAISE A PRINCE can 
prove the better on this occa- 
sion. 

OOQ 

2.00: James Fanshawewfll be 
keen to exploit the easy 
ground with GATECRASH- 
ER, who missed much of last 
season after getting jarred up 
on fast ground. He was on the 
upgrade when last seen in 
public and runs here in pref- 
erence to the Rosebery at 
Kempton on Monday. 

□OQ 

2 .3(h Bryan McMahon has 
his team Bring on all cylin- 
ders, and the excellent per- 
formance of Yorkies Boy at 
Doncaster can be regar ded 
as a good omen for FEKUG- 
INO BAY who was going the 
right way last backend. 

TOWCESTER 

2.55: Spanish light will 
appreciate this sound sur- 
face, but Richard Guest can 
take this prize on DAMZA. 

□CO 

4L25: Capenwray has plenty 
of quality but there is just a 
suspicion his stamina will be 
tested on this de m and in g 
track with the front-running 
Fen nybrid ge in the field. 
GARETHSON has not 
sparkled this season but a 
solid perfonnance over this, 
trip here last May makes him 
a temp tin g long-shot 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


KEMPTON 

3.10: KUWAIT THUNDER 
was the only one of Kamil 
Mahdfs four runners at Don- 
caster who failed to win, but 
he showed enough to sug- 
gest a very bold show from 
his high draw here today. 

□CQ 

3.40: A wide-open listed race 
can go to CAPE GRACE 
who has plenty of scope for 
improvement this season. 
Claxon is a filly with a future, 
but that wifi probacy be over 
longer trips than this. 

unu 

4.10; Raise A Grand has to 
concede Sib all round and 
that should prove too much 
again st TU MBLEWEED 
QUARTET, who was beaten 
by only a head and two 
lengths when he clashed 
with 2,000 Guineas colts Auc- 
tion House and Commander 
Collins at Doncaster: The 
selection's trainer; Brian 
Meehan, had two three-year- 
old winners on Thursday. 

0X1 

4.45: A first win at the 10th 
attempt looked on the cards 
for YES KEEMO SABEE 
with a quarter mile to travel 
at Doncaster 8 days ago, but 
Danegold got to him dose 
home. The positions can be 
reversed over this trip, with 
Renatom and Spunkie 
rating the main dangers. 


10-YEAR-TALE ON QUEEN’S PRIZE 


Kempton 


S 2-0 2-0 


3 


11-2 25-1 14-1 15-2 12-1 18-1 14-1 25-1 11 -2 12-1 


an B3 84 BI2 78 ai3 at2 S3 89 BB 


5 8 9 


Winners' draw: 


Profit or low to El stafcne Fwpuritaft -dOflO Second Favourite* -£850 


of winners placed let, 2nd or 3rd hi teal race: W% 


winner: Double Dutch (®09) & Inchcaioch Q997) bah Ti-2 


Longeat-nrtced winner: Drumhead fjgfiCj & yfeneptantatree fjWg befti 25-i 


tnrfnen No trainer has won this race more than once to the past 10 


Top (oefcay: No Jodffly has won this race more than once to the paar.TO. years 


FIRST SHOW 


KEMPTON 4.45 



7-1 6-1 IMS 8-1 W 


OkfekPridi 1M 9-1 9.T W 51 


Suflenta. to to fO-1 SM IM 


PdfrtiFtfnQ m n-1 m 01 w 


16-1 tl 1M 1H W 


ngOflfenavS-l 


«-1 40-1 25-1 46-1 33-1 


facfrWK e VBtFtnodit phem 1. i 3 
C Cte* H V«*m W L Urin*o. S Storlqi T 1* 
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0891 261 + 


HAYDOCK 2.00 

C H L S T 


L» 5-1 1W 5-1 1« H-3 


6-1 61 M 7-1 M 


81 6-1 7-1 6-1 «4 


9-1 8-1 .7-1 10-1 7-1 


lAMufe 9-1 M 16-1 81 61 


note Sin. 9-1 6-1 12-1 V-1 to 


EBdmt 8*i mom not i,z s 




ISrasSBSf] 

It 

I w M>Z ■] 

I fl ' 2 Vi -) ijtlW Jrtm 

HI 



81 7-2 4-1 7-3 W 


W 1? 55 W M 


Tumiinhni 82 62 192 81 82 


lad 


BmMi uta 2M *1 e-i -to aw 



HYPERION 

2.15 Coco De Mer 4.15 Tumbleweed Quartet 

2.45 Peace Of Mind 4.45 Yes Keemo Sabee 

3.15 KUWAIT THUNDER (nap) 5.15 Invader 

3.45 Cape Grace 

GOING: Good (Good o Fnn m Macon). 

STALLS: Straight course - tar side; remander made. 

DRAW M3VAKTAGE: Wgh nuntiers best fec5f&6t 

■ Right-hand course Separate straight course tor 5f A 6t races. PracticaSy flat 

■ Racecouree a on A308 a) Sunbury. Bus link from Rxritmond Underground station 
Hampton Park raBway Stator adjoins the course. ADMISSION: QuB 06 (Juniors (17 to 
?i -year-olds £a]; Grandstand £70; Silver Ffing £S> Accompanied chldren under- 16 free. 
CAR PARK: Members car park £S (limited and must be pre-booicedX Centre car park 
fraa 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R Hannon 29-206 (Rift). Sir M Stoute *H5? (195%), H CecH 
I860 (Jn.7%). 3 Dunlop T2-gg (12.1%), P Cole H-78 (M.1%1 J Farahawe 9-57 (158*1 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pat Eddery 31- *4 (189%). J Reid 2B-145 (183%). T Quinn 25- 
189 (02%). R Hughes 17-02 085%) L Dettori 18-73 (219%). R Cochrane M-flO (12.7%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 130-406 (32%). 

TONGUE STRAP: King Of Monunur 1445V 

BUNKERED RRST TIME: Saafend Boy £05) Far Cry (M5) 

[2Q5] E.B.F. MILCARS WATFORD MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

i - . -l £5,000 added 2YO 5f Penalty Value £3,469 

1 ARCADIAN CH&fM 2 WmsttKiwfy 90. . - IRetdB 

2 COCO DE MB? (Ms J Greenaere) A Jarvs 9 0 D Sweeney 9 

3 IQHTClttgrcieraTrnnxg*^ KFafion* 

4 MASTER JONES lUburtca Parkai Mre L Stubbs 9 0- PS Eddery S 

5 I1AVDRAM [USA] (Stefito Ahmad AIMsfclDumlM Choral 90 LDMfex17 

6 MUFFIN MAM INksDG Ken) MUeber 90 - JRPwtwnS 

7 NIAGARA (Mss OJ Meson) MlbrrpMre 90 - SDrownal 

S SAAFEND BOY (J B R Lbsup Ud) R Hannon 9 0 DaneONeBlOB 

B QAliASQU WH) (Ite P i Vtostlx«*1 T Proal 8 9 . PMoCetea 

V SIANS M1LLENMUU Ucftn itams and hts Sen Harraj B Pairg B 9 G Fauttnei (3) 2 

- ID declared - 

BETTING: 6-4 Ma Yoram, 9-2 Ignfla, 7-1 Coco de Mer, 8-1 Master Jonsa, 161 Saafend Boy, 1M 
Arcadian CtM, Sen’s Millennium. 14-1 others 
«» Ctanw» Uder 2 9 0 J Red 81 IK McAiAHe) drawn 131 7 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Tfen newcomers, and gaBops reports suggest dial MA YORAM is the ore to be on, 
despite the reverses McK enamor has suffered with hn fuventes so ter. The sta- 
ble Crider horses we in good torn. Coca De Mer cnid prcwe the pick at Ns rivals. 

2 4Q| MILCARS STANMORE STAKES (CLASS C) £9,000 added 
- 1 3YO im 2f Penalty value £5,488 

1 13143- HXSTEOTHETRDSIHI (166} (BF) 6^ BurteS SeMemenQ T Eaeterby 6 7 ..K Falon 3 

2 3C23- GLAMIS (USA) (174) (Shehn Mfrianmed 1 ) J Gosoen 8 t3, _LDettx15 

3 1- JRSTEV9BON(1S^ (HSflf^6BSa^s^PO^p6Hyani8t3 ..JRntune4 

4 31- PEACE OF MIND D94) (C) (K AbcUM) R Chartton 8 13 . - __Pat&Mery2 

5 8 HBJfEIUS(192) (SheteMoharirnedCbaidAlMaksuti) CBnaanB YV.PRobiRSM 1 

-Sdedared- 

BETTTNG: 64 Otemia, M Peace Of Wnd, 7-2 J R Stevenson. 61 Iflxstentwtrtater, 14-1 HNwflus 
1998; Scorned 3 94 5 Wftfwrfli 9-4 ji tav D Baking} dawn |4| 4 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

A good quaity comes! in winch GLAMIS sets a useful standard on 2yo form Much 
vrl depend on fitness, but Gtarres has reportedly been (riessmg at home so he gets 
the voa ftl be keen to give Iffixterthetrixster a wtvl sometime sooa but an 8fc penal- 
ty is agattst hen today wh4e Peace Of Hinds a good winner on this track and much 
respected too. 

|4 -jqI MILCARS RUISUP HANDICAP (CLASS D) BS| 
£6,000 added 3YO B1 Penalty Value £4,31 9 IS* 

1 36ST1- ONES BfOUGH (159) (Heart Of 5ajih Racng (3)1 G L Moot 9 7 M Roberts 13 76 

darkgieen. Sghr Uue rfamonrf 

2 031-33 PRINCE PROSPECT (42) (D) (Maunce Farter) Mrs L SnAbs 94 . .. Pw Eddery 9 100 

itHnlugltOkeManmls.ma^e'Jas. wftde specs, rad ctp. HgntjkjBtpcts 


M Roberts 13 76 


03163- ALASTAK SMHJJE (170) P) (W J Gretfeyi 3 Ws 9 < 

yeSflw. tac* andyefipw ariped stones, wtmeap 
046 CHARLBE LACY (2ffl) (Mrs Arm Jarwsi A Jtfvs 95- , . . 

Ate*, anerate green seams and cap 
3543-3 KUWATT THUf*®l (7) (BF) (Greenfied Sard) K Mand 9 1 


. D Sweeney 2 S3 


cbrifTee^. yeflow iasfi. *hcp stee/es. yeftw and ka green quartered cop 


S Canton (5) B 76 


P Dobbs (7) 6 9i 


Dane O’Neil si 82 


B (EE- CANDLEFUKiS (IS) (The Fight Angie Cud) 5 DurUp 9 1 .. KFalkMd<» 

rep ttiBB 53s on steuv'BS 

7 45330 CLEAR NIGHT (qUALazari) Shannon 90. . . . RHughas38' 

prk.azskmpa"sooa 

B OOO- K8IISM LAO (148) (D) (Vis J A Caeryl E iTheeier 9 0 .. S Carson (5) 8 76 
ieu*nar3epr*cwes.»ha?ieft*s. u«eBcaa^n* tpea 
9 MiDHISHTVropoj^L’i^w.VrejIi^iPMt^eC . GCwarSSS 

e 0330 (XJUJENRJRCEmiEesgeEKleoiSHanncnaG PDobbs(7]69i 

«f. tire sash tocoed beeves, cuartered cap 

H 40W- C*PreUA(l98)rrirttDiSCu?OTCS^ Dane O’Nell 11 ffi 

.•eo./sdapLpuisAfsar 

■e 28W- RANAAN (1(0) (Atmed K Sain W Ctanran 8 H — LDeBorilS* 

yetan njiSl SLe cfevTrt che.icrs cn slseies, yeiicw cap. b*re sflre 

13 TBSJ- SWffiTASANUT (187) [Wbs® House Saeig) C Diryer B n . JV»eavefl492 

prtc Mue ssb. quameO cap 

14 OOCO- WRM)U(171)fGE2n*2*'ElSte9ha^86_ - . W J O’Comor 7 S? 

wftft nee noeps. dar* green dwres. red c^t 
-14 dedared- 

BETTING: 5-1 Cendtarlgaa. 61 Alastatr SmeEe. 7-1 Prince Preepeet, Renaan. 81 One* Enough, 
Kuwait TbuedK 12-1 deer Night, CappeBa, La Paoia, 14-1 othas 

696 Dm OB 3 6 12 K raDon «-t 0 Fefcg; itawn (tfl S ran 


HAYDOCK 


2.15 Raise A Prince 
2.45 Gatecrasher 

3.15 Perugjno Bay 


HYPERION 


4.15 Nitty Major 
4.45 Wlndshift 

5.15 Compatriot 


GOING: Safi (Good to Soft si places). 

STALLS: 71 - insole; St im2f S vn4f - outside; 2m - centra 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Almost flat, oral course: stresgK <6! course. 

■ Course is near junction of A530 and ME, Newton station 2m ADMISSION: County 
Stand £17; TattareaBs C© - . Newton Stand £5 (OAPs haff-pnoe n Tanersaiis and New- 
ton Sand). CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J Dunlop 27-101 [26.7M B Hitts 24-94 |255%L J Gosden 
20-96 (208%). H Cacti W-45 («0%l J Beny 15-166 (9%). P Chappta-Hyam i3-5i [2S5%i 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: PBt Eddery 27-33 £29%). W Ryan 16-73 r».7%J. J Reid 18-85 
(212%). K Fallon 18-114 (153%). J Weaver 17-99 1172%). J Carroll 17-178 (97%i 

■ FAVOURITES: 203-572 (305%). 

TONGUE STRAP: Raise A Prince 030) Larimar Bay K001 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 


I -f on I CHEADLE HULME STAKES (CLASS B) £13,0001 -l-7fT| 
1 1 * ou I added 2m 45yds Penalty Value £7,701 UbABUI 

1 0H34- RAKE A PRINCE (FR) (1®! iSeorge "Engt S Wtooas 6 9 1 N CaJtan 1 too 

Haiti btm. yeibw haeped flSrt Ms cap. je'iw specs 

2 QfflO- lfl«EIWM(ySAl(J10a)pRPtyte|KtAxgan59i} RCodwn«4- 

j^nL perpifi decs Pets, qianerefl cap 

3 2216- MAADAN1 (IBS) (Marias &^f) M Jofnston 4 8 12 J Canal 5 9’ 

myal blue, trite spas, whaHeoves, royal MuearmleB and tooe on #VBcae 

4 32053- SAMRAAN (USft) D8J) (KU W4fcj*af, JOurlcpC 6 n . TQunnlfK 

nyaf Hue, royShfewsreJiifKetSaooiO an stoves, rojaffriuo cap. urifrdsr 

5 Dm- TRAVELLING CLOCK (J3S) (R L Baling) 3 McMahon <8 7... . GDuffleld3M 

OB* andwfte (ipansraJl. ererattpean coferandafeeiWL wtue cap 
-Sdadarad- 

BETnWG: evens Samraan, MRatai A Prince, 13-2 liardare. 7-1 Lovemen, S-l TVaveBng Clock 
TO Msefeg atandoneocu a raorisgng 

FORM GUIDE 

RoiN APtlnca: First-trine wmer last term. Career-baa effort io beat ravana s Pace 
at Ascot in Sept (tm4f heap soft), but mere a find and unproven at this tnp. 
Lovetnan: Winner twee wer tnwf m France for Nicholas CJemem Bougtttor tipoc 
gns before Mussefcugti hurdles win m Dec Looks a have plenty on hare 
Martian I: Wnor tosh wtmer tor John Qo: before fire#wig 5th in valuable condhrans 
cordest h Swtefeflartd to Sept Hying new top and irwEraamg prospect for new yard 
Saatraanc Form pick on head ZndtoPtraan Punch a! Sandown pm. good) last Ma* 
but just one win in 2 years Weights pick, goes weD fresh and from yard n form 
Travelling Clock: Cut Rite ice n 3 outings last term and up n grade here 

VERDICT: This atnuU be a tormaSty far SAMRAAN on hs hea form of last term, 
and even this unreliable cusomer wB find R c&tfiait to duck the issue it company 
far inferior to ttett he usually tecea Raise A Prtntre is getting long n the tooth to be 
trying a new trip, and the danger to the Dunlop stayer cotAd come from the ightiy- 
rpced Msrdatii, whose new trader often doss wel with recasts from other yams 


[grfinl TOTE LADY IN RED HANDICAP (CLASS C) l-T-T^I 
£10,000 added 1 m 4f Penalty Value £6,905 

1 81-OS WffiPA4HWJTE CTPR eWBgman)RHQfinshBad69Il . N Caiien (S) 9 109 

rad; mash SEftrcjefO&re sfeeve^ aftle armfeo. red an[fivh4esir?»dcap 

2 D4te- HA^PSO) (D) (UaktwriAJUaktairt EDurtop59lD KDariayEri? 

ityaf bte wfoe cfawm. Sgnttx cap, wide s» 

a 20642- EUWranTQfliS (Haitians . TOufanfiiOT 


Tha late bet on tfw 2J5 at ibweeafar 5-2 

ajy 6»L MDBrica 3-1**^^ 

SBiwriwm 8-1 Back Statement 9-1 Span- 

IshUgft . 

£&hhr a m toe odte p*»»s 1 , £ 


4 400T1- ROBW LANE (181) (D) (Ifrs G ModdJOCli] M JoM3t*i * 9 6 DHobviS tOP 

grey ityUMrt seams, skews aid cep 

5 OWIO- CUGINA(T75) (Mss35wrel GSa!dng5 9 5 . _ RPriw2i« 

fee. rose Qiartarefl cap 

6 ytao- CWLnWDU2T)(S Srua) Mrs PS^ 590 ADrihar»3 !L* 

giAwL&tattsigeHes 

7 8C- GATECRA$HEH (340) (BF) (J M Greedam) J Fanshanc 4 p n . RCodhraneirW 

yetow.afec* hoop aroamws; kC cap 

B 131131 CHWA CASTLE (t!) (D) (J 8£ C3«) P HasKm 6 6 4 L Qtanock 7 Sf 

HfaE. ted «3S befit faMdstonee. niop 

9 30-303 STEAMROLLER STAMY (12) (0) (MgriSiEtS) KRrtB6 7 3 F Nonon 4 109 

wfriftffl7»sHgraMtpa^ar<dsaffian^Be-«.raSoitiap 

-Sdedared- 

BEnnttL' 54 EBopi S-l Rolrin Law. 61 GateaaaMt, 7>l CouBhard, 182 CNra C«da. 61 wuf 
AM frena, 8-1 HsK IM Cijs^b, 12-1 SWararefer EMy 


FORM GUIDE 

Ones Enough: Improved m autumn to win Fdfeestono rraden (good to fvm) end 
LingfiBkJ coreftions states (heavy) Those were over St but he probably stays 61 
Prince Prospect Some chance on 2yt> tuvl form, but main cteirra on 61 LingfieW 
AW etfarts, wwvmg a maiden and good ttwd off a tvgher mark than this in hand- 
caps 

Atone it SmeftfO: Won maiden at Ayr (soft) and thrd of 15 in Newmarket hureary, 
both Bt Often shaped as if capable ot better (travefied weB). Gakfed over tha winrer 
Charione Lacy: 1998 Broddesby wvmer. Three other races at SL endng with «th 
of m Supar Spmt at Newbury in July Dotbts over whether she wfl be effective 
at fit 

Kuwait Thunder: Favourite (stable to fine form) whan thVd of W to Kentucky Buffet 
at Doncaster (7L good to soft) week ago Decent draw and 61 shotrid be no problem 
Candtoriggs Probably needs k> torprova, cut tSd progress to natoens as 2yo fifth 
of S at York and 5 lengths second of 16 k> Zfapergafe at Newmarket (both 61, good) 
Clear Night Bang in the reokorwig on h» thW of 22 to Maple at Newbury (St good) 
Type to train on and looks a sprinter, so last two efforts (over 71) probably forgiven 
KHmoena Lad: Hung batty 2nd start. $Q-i won T&fimar maiden at Newbury fSL 
heavy) 10 days later by 37* lengths. Eiiuseji fina! start Fret run on a sound surface 
MWMati Two: Trailed by Mchael Stoute as 2ya going downhfe after urin n Brun- 
ner maiden at Newcastle (BL heavy) Last of 6 (disputed load) on AW debut tor new 
yard 

Golden Force; Promang efforts to two 6f maidens on sound surface lest JUjc Fret 
iun tfnee and edgy, wel beaten at Doncaafii last week. Bred ® slay beyond Of 
Ceppeila: ib higher then when winrmg 5-runner nursery at Sandcrem pt, good to 
fvm) to August Dsappototng to nurseries afterwards and possibly none too refable 
Raneen: Promise m two events an soh surface before winning T3-nmnar fiN mart- 
en a! Wolverhampton ER from poor draw Poor effort at Lngfiafcl Has potential 
Sweet As A Nut Three a wts as 2ycv last ot them to 6-omar nursery at Doncaster 
(firm) Lithe irpact to nurseries afterwards, nckxUng over fit but we6 drown hero 
La Paoia: Far 5t form (good) for wn r Sandown maiden, makng most, and sec- 
ond to Brighton nursery. No comparable farm over Bf before that and on soft after 
VERDICT: A fngh draw is often an advantage and the most interesttog contender 
near the far rai o RANAAN, who looked promising when wtormg on his AW debut 
and had shown enough beforehand to demand rasped on this return to tuf Kuwait 
Thunder ran well last week. Cappefla is talented on her day and KBmeena Lad 
should not be underestimated. Clear Night wi come good one day but is drawn 3. 

0 VS) MILCARS MASAKA STAKES (Listed] (CLASS |»| 
Lr lll A) £20,000 added 3YO Allies 1m £13,615 mimm 

1 0500 LADY ANGHARAD (175) (Anbrose TimbUl) A Jamb 8 it JFEgan4l05 

gr^ rad sto on boi4r arxf c^d, red stones, grqr arnrileft 

2 2P- ALABAD (USA) (188) (Hamdan A1 UaKsarn] J [Xrtop88 RHH*2S3 

tOfBl uue. M»to epaufflte atnpodcap 

3 3W34- ALEXIS (18^ (JG Datig) J NoESda 88 L Dettori 6 9* 

prtu bbc* (*wora,tito* stones, wMs cap 

4 T2& CAPE GRACE (IBB) (Getrge Strawbnr^e) R Vtonron B 8 DamtTNea791 

Htife. emaraU preen hoop 

5 231- CLAXON (t72) (p) |HesmondsS«if| J Dirtopa 8. Pw&ktory 1 U# 

emwafcf green and rayel Ue (Wired hartsmaStf. toe sfeews, emerekf jyaancap 

6 62221- KALIDASA (USA) (193) |H E SangM) P Gappte-Hyam 8 8 J Fortune 8 110 

emenU greea mjef Hue stones, write cap. pnan spas 

7 13343 MTSS UNIVERSE (161) (Hen Mrs JM Ccvbett & I* C Wri^q BHfc 6 3 111 

nqer toe. s*wr flnped stones, red end rcyaf bfae ftooped cup 

8 036- SENA DESERT (188) (Mohamad Obacta) C Bhttsn B 8 P Robtoson 5 84 

mwltejE. radeparias.se(pedcap 
-8 declared - 

BETTINO: 5-2 Miss Unhreree. 31 Kafidsaa. 5-1 Cape Grace, 7-1 Atods, damn, 8-1 Atabsq, 12-1 
Lady An^israd, 20-1 Sena Desert 

fi96. 1fa*>ga36 BJ Rsri 7-2 ri lav (R Hsnron) (town H) B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Lady Angharod: UsefU as 2yo, winning gi fisted race end 7f auction stakes Highly 
tried after, about 5 lengths seventh ot 10 to May HH at Doncaster (im, good to soft) 
Alabaq: By Rtverman out at RafccnHL Fdowed odds-on maiden wn [7t good) with 
9'/. lengths fourth of S lo Sunspangtod in Group l Ffees' MSe at Ascot (tin. soft) 
Alexis: Trained as 2yo by Dennot WskL wrmng at G atoay (71 ) to frame to two fat- 
ed races before 2 lengths fourth ot 9 to Group 3 at the Curragft (Tt soft). Wfll stay im 
Cape Grace: 33- 1 wmner of newcomers race at Ascot (fit good) by short head from 
Crete Of Gold. 57< lengths sixth ofw to the Group 3 Rodrfef Stakes at Newmarket 
[7t good) final start Type to Iran on wen and w* be suned by at least Im 
Claxon: Scopey fiily by Caerieon. Pteced n feted race and con ritions stakes at New- 
Oury (7t sound surface) before wtorvng Ayr marten (Im, heavy) Bred to stay 1m2f-f 
Kalidasa: Made most when 37. lengths second (also rjnnar-up 3 times previously] 

01 TO m Group 3 May HU at Doncaster (tm. good to soft). 2-3, won Warwick marten 
Miss Universe: Won her maiden before useful farm in frame n two Group events 
(2 lengths fourth n the Cheuetey Park), a ntrsery and fated race. Brecf to stay tm 
Sena Desert: WeO-bred. attractive fly 25-1 ttwd in Lea caster maiden (Im, good) be- 
fore apparenUy much belter M lengths s&ihof 8 at 50-1 m Pfees' Me at Ascot (soft) 
VERDICT: John Dunlop has a strong entry with Aiabaq and CLAXON, the latter 
getting the vote because of her considerable potential as a 3ya Mies Universe, KaB- 
Haa and Alexia al warrant a close took after thee efforts in Group races to tact, 
there is noi much between the entire iretd on form. Sena Desert apparently having 
most w find, but even a typical Ckve Brittain surpnse from that fly cannot be ruled 
out 

A ml MILCARS EASTER STAKES (Listed) (CLASS A) Kri 
^• IU J £20,000 added 3YO Im Penalty Value £13,810 MW 

t TT36- RAIS A GRAM) (168) (Nagy AzarlJW Payne 8 13 .. .. GCarterlOJM 

dart green and figyv blue smpG. dart jpeen and wfiiB striped cap 

2 TEW- COMPTON ARROW (154) IE fenseo 6 A Bute B 8 .LDenori896 

orange, black hoop, nm to cap 

3 01- CONFLICT (FR) (172) (9ie*h Maraen Al Maktsun) C Bnnan BSP Rotrinson 11 10? 

«mae, *gf* bus cfiewcn. Sgfir teue and wtm stepadcap 
A 130- DBfOUSH (USA)(1B8) (Sieitfi Artretl AJ rjakicunl AStewanBS .-JIRobertsZ T£B 
yefaKOlBdepautos 

5 nah FAIR FUGHT (169) ID) (Khalte SuSan) E Dmiop 8 6 . . KFoBoniros 

»noe. 'Mep&jxZL srpmsieeitsandcap 

6 eat- IDUGH SWIuy (175) IJom C Crantj B Hfc B 8 . Pal Eddery 9 £C 

yettw ana ihUieOi. Oaftte sfcevei quanurEfl cap 

7 031- PECULIARITY (178) (Ol (The Farr*, ParWrSspI 6 SranBfl .. . J Stock 7 97 

cartS^arrtwnwdareorrts. yeHom breves, dart Uw cap 
6 H664- TAV1L |IB6) iHamoan Al Mature) J Duntofi S 6 . RHHS4IC9 

my® 04* wmt e/auto, anped cap 

9 Vfr TUI«LB)lfmOUAHrer(1to)(\ntJte*elRrtoesrwBMe£*Hne8WJOC«xinDr5»fS 

mamcn prey npfedamonct tfiamonosendeeves. cfarondoncap 
C 3A35- WALLACE CU6) i J A Lazztril R Harmon 5 8 RHuBtiee3 70t 

pmLbbcLcap pn* spots 

r CitJ- DPPERGATE (137) (WJ Gredevl B l-te 8 B . . . NHBs6J« 

Mach and a npeo stoeves. wMB cap 

-11 dedaied- 

B CITING: 4-1 TumbkMMd Quart m. 5-1 Rates A Grand. 81 Fair FBght. 7-1 CcmyXon Arrow. De- 

housh. layt. 10-1 ZippsrBSte. 12-1 (rtiers 

S96. Knspy i»rt0m 3 5 8 R Hfc t-1 (JHfc) arawn (21 < ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Weet-A-Minula: in good lorm on AVJ lateiv but wnhout a wn on tixl tor 4 yeara 
Numerous char.ce s off tfvs M»1 c4 mat) last season and looks vutoerabte to improver 
Hajir Narrow Epsom wirmer crvzr SabadHa from 51b lower Iasi June, but srtelred 
since Soval Ascot same month Best ehoris on last round and up against it 
Elhayq: Capable ol scoring o»t m* mart on 2nd to Rotm Lane at Ascot m (tirrtt 
heap soltl m Oct Early sort and goes wel on soh tut could find tnp on sharp side 
Rob'm Lane: Fii*-twne tvnner last term, latest try a length tram 6b tower. 9b worse 
oft wan Efosvq tor ’/• length 'an previous Ascot lorm [soft) and could stuggle 
Cuglna: Wet weighted on 3'.'- length wn over Secret Ballot at Sandown m Jtvw and 
goes wet n mud. Meeded her tVsi outrg last itrrm. out stable rt better tonniNs year 
Coulthard: LWucfcy 2nd n imperial Cup Hurrae last monlh Needs to rtprnve on Flat 
career-best 6th io Labeq at Cwncaster ifod heap. good) last June to figure here 
Gatecrasher: Leg trouble and gelded twice : length 2nd to Up At The Top over 
lnCf here Iasi August Possittooes oil Ihe same mark, bui e»rra 21 a concern 
China Castle: Class aci on AW with seven w»is ths year (rated 21b lower here). 
VW. belw* ir js standard when fast rated or tvxl m 1996 and titfeutt to assess 
Steamoller Stanly; Smart AW rwrtorrner although 23b behind China Castle on lat- 
est runnng. Cm Mtte ice on iurl last season tor Charles Cyzer and hard to fancy here 

VERDICT: ELHAYQ looks ine we ignis pick on h« backend torn and ctxk) keep 
the John Duntofi bandwagon rrdmg wnh the ground n tea favour kteaty. an extra 21 
would sin. but resting ground should netp he cause Cuglna. whose yard is steady 
oh the mark is a very interesting tandrtaie. whit Datecrashar irure here in ptal- 
erence to Kemptoro a open » improvement ■! r& physical problems are axed. 


2"30 FIELD MARSHAL STAKES (Usted) (CLASS |^g| 
* — A) £20,000 added 3YO 5f Pen. Val. £13,745 

1 43TO- B4YA LAKE (175) (Di !B*t> Mrnyi M "hanwt S G Tttrinn7l(B 

royal Otoe and mwe meek stoews and cap 

2 2X00- BONAMI(206)(D)iiaivav!JB«r. 8Ti K Dffley 5 /OP 

veiitw. artretewpartlamw* mMpar'dwftweWOreap 

3 TB40- HENRY HALL (175) (D) (JU ij Fwoos Lidl N TrMsi 6 h WRyanB87 

OTorea green wnna dee. onerM green ixswk. ivhite qpas 

4 30332- PERUGINQ BAY (161) (D) fJ C «6!*fel) o UcMflflfti 8 11 .GDJfiekJ2 HI 

Qadranor«j|ai«efBdi. «slA sieevw. red amen, rad cap. bisck spas 

5 2 SUSATCTOQEm<tfaSusanto(iaifa«wnan. .. .DHofcntMlOT 

titeci. rec sc.'s. armlet, snd cap 

t 34166- DAMALIS (198) (D) iLareS Tcnv E Alston E 5 . . . JCarrol3HW 

rcyaf hue and red mt:<s. r« sieves end cap 

7 32S50- SAPHIRE (196) (D) (tts flaran Rogsrei C Soflh 96 - .. .A CuftanB 1 121 

mauve, nftfe msu aw arrmen. trxpedcap 
-7 tfadared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Ptrugim Bay. 4-1 Damalls. 81 Bon Amt Sapfrire. 7-1 Inya Lake, Henry HaU, 10-1 

Susan’s Pride 

FORM GUIDE 

Inya Lake: improved from Doncaster sefar win to land Goodwood group 3 fast sea- 
son Big task at weights and ra*s draw c<xed t» a nandeap la ths last farther 
Bon Anti: Three-time saver last term vtc* tiding useful Ripon eondtions contest Ap- 
peared more etteenve at fif m fate season and plenty » do wrttt step up in gade 
Henry Hal): Three-tme winner fast term Q«f'v w«ghted wnh tryo Late and Pa- 
rugmo Bay on Goodwood group 3 torm in July fari tooks tne son to process 
Penigtno Bay: Form pick on 2 1 ■ tongin }t a io Ppaiong ar Red car (fifj in Oct, gtvug 
51b. and neck 2nd io Two Clubs at Doncaster i6i) Acts on easy surtace ant) wi 90 
dose it he can handle drop back r< trip Stable already oft the mark 
Susan’s Pride: Promisng debut when beaten 2 lengths by Present Laughter at War- 
wick [5f, soft) Shodd be belief sutea by tn»s araighi Hack, pui big step up r class 
Da malls: 6 lengths bin to Bmi Ariavi at Royal Ascor and closely wearied with Ffe- 
rugno Bay a Ripon (5f) Weaffy suttee by sofr ground and from a yard w good form 
Saphlre: Consistent son whn nows a bright cnance on her 2 length 3rd io Ffeh- 
den a Royal Ascoi Most tective at 5f ana ac rs on soft but poorty drawn 
VERDICT: Paruglno Bay was stii pwpgieyng at ire end o' fast smeotv but Ufa! 
was at 6f and over ins mmirum :np the answer could be DAMAL1S. who is favoured 
by Ihe waght&and has tt«? easy gtMtvj sne neeas Tedcwrows Doncaster wn showed 
that the Alston spnmers are ngni on song Saphlre «n» well weighted, a unfaeiyto 
be for away but could be nawscappea by starting on ihe wng ol the field 


FORM GUIDE 

Raise A Grand: totprowed very wel as 2yoi thed wto coming in Group 3 at San dorm 
(71 good to fan). 47. lengths fifth erf 7 to MuaW to the Group 1 Dawhurst at 
Nawmarket 

Coraplon Arrow: Sort to do bettBr this term, and won twice (over 61) as 2yu 3 lengths 
fourth Of 3 to Gorse In eondtions atakee m Newmarket (6t good to soft) faaf start 
Conflcb Warning coft 11, won 7-nmnercondfooo8 states at Leicester (7t good to 
Goh) by neck tram Bm Dud. Vfll stay m. Again has to inprove marteCBy 
Dahoush: Al three races at Nawmarkat, getting up dose home n 81 maiden 2 lengths 
thtod of 0 to Commander Cofitos to 71 feted race (again slowly- run) before ninth ot 
26 to valuable Galas race nearly urea months later, wai stay tire Sta has potential 
Pair Right Won 17- and 2Dntonar races tor nursenea al Goodwood fTt good) and 
Newmarket (tin, good to fan; off 92) Something amiss penultimate outing 
Laugh &mHy:Ht to fad on farm as 2ya vrtian won auction stakes a both N ottngham 
(81 flood) and Goodwood (7t good to fan). Soft ground was excuse tor faai start 
Peculiarity: &g step up to class, but was third n a hoi maiden at Kempton and qute 
impressive whan wnritog 25- runner marten at York (tin. good) tram Ftegal 
Ptfiosopher 

ikyit Sixth of 7 n two Group 3 races before 37, lengths fourth of 28 to Mariaan to 
vafoabis sates race at Newmarket (7t good). Bred to be suited by farther than ttvs 
TTimWoweedl Quartet 27. fengths thrd of 8 to Auction House and Commander Coins 
in Group 2 at Doncaster (7t good) Soundy beaten r Racng Post Trcphy fina) outug 
WAIIaee: Third to two 71 maidens, with 47- lengths fourth of 7 n 'fork feted race in 
between. Deappoatttog final start. WB stay tin. Type to improve, and has to 
Bppergate: Favourite, beat Cantflenggs 5 lengthen Ifi-nimer marten at Newmarket 
(6t good). Third of 8 to feted race at Maisons-Laffine (fit. soft) Bred to stay Im 

VERDICT On form, this telpears fo fe between RAISE A GRAND and TUmbla- 
weed Quartet, both of whom were tested in Group i events on their final starts last 
term. There £ ante between them, and several ot Ihe others have potential to get In 
the argument as wefl, Inducing Compton Arrow. Dahoush and Wallace. 

AAR | MILCARS QUEEN'S PRIZE HANDICAP (CLASS Km 
7 , J C) £1 5,000 added 2m Penalty Value £1 0,504 KSftfl 

1 3/M8- BENATON (USA) (J37) (D) (LodEbp Stull D Bswnh 6 100 L Dettori 1 100 

ptok and cto* t*» attipes. pk* steww and cap 

2 -6613- SPUME (188) (D) (Jrn Short) R Jofascn heughtttn 6 97 XRflan3S9 

raid bto srrt iWte mMb eteMS. roirt arrrrii^ tew nr writs hooped cp 

3 3TD0- PRAIRIE FALCON (151) [Ms B W hfc) 0 Us b 9 4 MhHJa6SC 

Ight blue, rtfie epslfcrt armfes and cap 

4 05004- TAR»ai(J33)(FJSainBtxry)MsUJones5 94 J Weaver 9 93 

lefem emarau praen otanorri arnsrakf ^esn drtnentt on jetow s/aoves and cap 

5 02501- RSCTkhB)(C) (D) (Cfeartt»miL*i)JLHam3B9 3 S Sanders 2 9? 

rat ObcK sash, irffie sfeews. rad s&s, fUat* and rat# toopsd cep 

6 11-01 FAR CRY (21) (IQ (WE Stilt) St M ftexxtt 4 9 1 J Fortune 7 8 93 

■ter* blue and *Hta check, rterti tits seeies. urtte cap. darii blue sbr 

7 03630- NNGOFIKHMURGHS] (Dree Bears Racngl Blfeehan J89 . JVEddary 12 99 

total Mua, lugg )e*cw spoh, am*e and sjna on cap 

8 IfiO-l DANEGOLD (B) (D) (t^cute Dmtxters lid) MChamon 7 8J. Artackay 11 

wtm,rty*MuBi&£.iopa bkn sfeeves. nhte am^Sgktte art *h*> hooped cap 

B 0004-4 SEA FREEDOM (8) (NfcaBSmetGBsictog*} 61 S throne 5 94 

fihe. rose quanaad cap 

10 30130- SALAMAN (FR) (J15) (D) (Gnteun PDaqfl) D Ofirien 7 7 f) RFhenctiUJSD 

rejaf bbs and red flfabob red steevek wf* cep 

It 20362- BRUHE3 PHJDE (147) (0) (KC Vfrfce) GHan&T 12 GB«M)(94 

red write mete dtononct titefr stems; rad armte end rftnx>rtsantibc* cap 

12 -522B2 VES KEBIO SABEE (t? (bn Ouse) DShsw 4 711 JQtmnSOT 

tgHpaeP and red efieefc red staem&fgte green armtou and cap 
-12dsctaied- 

BETTfNG: 9-2 Far Cry, 5-1 Spunkie. 81 Danegold Yta Keemo Sabee, B-1 Bridb'a Pride. 9-1 Ba- 
natora, Renzo, 10-1 Prekte Falcon. Sea Freedom. 14-1 ifadan 25-1 others 
fi9fr. hurt FUkr 9 8 fi N Pdbrt (7) 181 (D Snorth) (feavm Q] 13 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Benatom: Couple of decant efforts (notably cn raappaaranoe) over tmfif oft tto bgha- 
last season Return to fat should suit here Fit from hutefing. Smote won the last year 
Spunkie: Has the most potential, In erty two runs at 2m +- on Ftaa being iwx&cap 
debut wn at Ascot and third of 29 n the Cesarewitch (2m2t good) at Netvmarkef 
Prairie Falcon: 9th to 1997 Ebor was only previous attempt beyond tin4t Won fast- 
pound handicaps last term over i m2'W al Haydock and *n4f at Gocrtwood 
Tandon: Progressed wafl for three wins at around trefif Iasi summer, but went rtie 
wrong way afterwards. Has since left Karl Buke and had a warm-up over hurdes 
Renzo: Often tfeappafotri& bui won first outng for this yard at Doncaster (fere good 
to soft] and also made good start to hradtes career. Has gone backwards agan stoce 
Far Cry: Ffis only two runs on turl were over tin and fit to August Has won live of 
7 starts on AW afoca, from tin4f to 2m In the shake-up rf he can transfer that AW 
form 

King Of Uonvmun Handcap debut, apparently suK task. Hampered only previous 
nm beyond im4f (stayers by this am are tenon unheard ot) Bfinkered final 3yo start 
Danegold: Hrt rich vein of torm last autumn and back to form io wn at Doncaster 
(2m2l good D soft) last week. 5b mgher now. and highest mark for nearly 2 years 
See Freedom: Thorough stayer, bui stil a rare wmner. Needed the ran when fourth 
to tins 12 months ago, but tins tune has had a warm-up. Back to fart writing mark 
Salaman: Accamplshed tittle only two runs on Flat last two seasons (dropped lOfo 
stoce latest). Modes! staying hurdler who ran wen enough m March latest start 
Bridie's Pride: Won at Ascot (2m good) last Jina Mb higher now after some good 
placed efforts and sixth (when our of the handicap) r the Cesarewitch. From-rurmer 
Yes Keemo Sabee: Maiden, but m good form falowng second of 8 (effectively oft 
this mark) id Danegold at Doncaster (2m2fV. when looked the witner over 21 out 
VERDICT: Spunkie is not rated out Kgftdy. but thte may prove an nsuftrtem test 
of stamina, a remark which also appies to Sea Freedom who made a satisfactory 
reappearance tea week behfod Danegold and Yfea Keemo Sabee On revised terms 
and over a 2f shorter tnp. Yes Keemo Sabee may wel emerge best from that trio 
but he « unproven on ths taster pound. Far Cry is rated on ha AW form, but was 
a most progressive stayer in that sphere, whie BENATOM e the other one who catch- 
es the eye. tnsppmg back up to trip stow an enccuraang ran over hudtos last month. 

ne o n] MILCARS TEMPLE FORTUNE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,250 added 3YO Im If Penalty Value £3,826 

1 33)48- INDUCEMENT (177) (WJGretfljy) B MBs 9 7- M HDs 1 

2 22314- DEPLOY VENTURE (169) (Dr Frar* S 0 Chao) 5 Vfoods 9 5 JR«d5 

3 3& UJCKYGn'AM0t1Sa)(^(AnarroBieUdU0griap94 . .. PtfE*lBry7 

4 830- QUICKSTEP (198) ILady ternany H Hannon 6 4 DaraDNeUH 

5 0044- INVADER (16B) (Shekti Mohammed Obart Al Maktoanj C Bnttan 9 2 PRntiirwxia 

6 3S33- NATALIE JAY (172) (Peter Jcfetoj M Charroi 5 0 -. - J FonunoB 

7 220- PLURALIST (Wi) (The Pisafct Panneralfo! W Jarvs £ fi . . MfebbuttU 

6 208P- ROlTTESDCTf 5D( (163) (J BR Lecure LCl}G Lf4oore2 T3 J4 Roberts? 

9 000- TACTRJL REMARK (USA) (157) (Stiekh Iftriemoiedi J GoaJen B fi LDattorl 13 

a 0550- SONG ’N DANCE MAN flffl) (ScfmeS-fioarej ; fttseCa a D GCDrisr4 

n fi- BtWSPRlHCBS(iaq(M«JElWrg«)PCnamng&atl .RPertwnB 

12 0-1 CALLDAT SEVENTTOf (35) (Kadi Ffonscnj F DArcy 8 B . . . . D Harden (7) 12 


Q 404- FWDHAMS (100) (D J AnOtrecnl M lorepWis e d SDrowneS 

m 2650- PAS DE PROBLBE (147) (Cap&r France 3uma) M Bbrohard 8 8 J Quinn 10 

- 14 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Ibcdul Remark. 7-1 Lucky GHano; Calktat Sevanteen. 9-1 Daptay Venture, 10-1 In- 
ducement, Quickstep. PtmM, 12-1 othws 
1998 Mstar Be^aiai 3 8 B N Day fi-1 (S Wxxts) Ot O ran 

FORM VERDICT 

A typically efiffiaft tivee-yBar-old handicap, where those with form are potentially vuF 
narabte to toss exposed types who have something io prove PLURALIST gets the 
vote in the befief that he a weighted to wvi a tar handicap, and in the hope that heti 
suy the tmiftrp- Inducement and Deploy Ventura are sofcJ alternatives, wide Tbct- 
ful Remark and Song N Dance Man are two to note m the market 


3 go I HAYDOCK PARK SPONSORSHIP CLUB MAIDEN AUCTION 
J,u -j STAKES (E) £3,500 added 2YO 5! Penalty Value £2,828 

1 0 HEATHYARDS LAD (9) (L A Mcrgani R Hofinshead S 6 ACuBianell 

2 WTV MAJOR Ificy PeebtoSl J Berry 8 6 _..Kttirioy6 

3 0 POWER AND OElUUffi (7) (J C Fiwv«f) D Shaw 8 6.... J Fanning 5 

4 XENOS (Ttw Dapper Etoys) M Dscnon ti 6 .. -TQutoni 

5 SHAW VENTURE A LSocsyJBPa&gB 3 TSprakaS 

6 PIRftDAflt |Mra M H Eastorbyl T castapy 8 1 - _.L Ownock 10 

7 TARA'S GIRL (torn LeaurelJJQuro 81 - -DMemaflh (5)7 

6 WtLLHACK Tti/K (WfoacM^ B lAitafion B I GIMfWdS 

9 0 EHOULDHAVEGDNEHOME (7) (Men Beftavng BacRi) P Erans 7 E. . .CCogan(7)4 

11 SWEET HAVEN |P G Honocksl M Heatun-ESs 7 fi TWMams3 

n 3 TOP OF THE CLASS (S) IB & J Raangj M Wane 7 12 F Norton 2 

-ITdedanKf- 

BETT1N& 11-4 flfty Major, 7-2 Xanoa, 6-1 Top olTite Class, 7-1 WBrack Tiroos, 8-1 Pfoadasft, 
10-1 StKWUhaveganshonie. 16-1 Haathyarda Lad. Power And Demand, Shaw Ventura, Tara's Girt, 
Sweet Haven 

FORM VERDICT 

Previous rapanence earns TOP OF THE CLASS preference, though the defeat ot 
the Brock fesby runner-up Lord Bankes at Musselburgh suggests <1 was no more than 
an average renewal ot the Doncaster event? The Broddesby wumng stable £ repre- 
sented by a speetBy-bred type in Wfllraek Times and She. along with Nifty Major, 
court t» (he pick of the newcomers. 

o o q ] WELCOME BREAK GROUP RATED HANDICAP (CLASS 
, _ J Tli C) £9,000 added 3YO Im 2 1 120yds Penalty Value £6,138 

1 021- NOWHHTETOEXIT(t63) (UreGary Rrcfien) J Dtitop 9 7 -TQuton8 

2 53A- RIVER TIIIK (USA) (?11) (C) (Trees d Wigan) T Eastertiy 9 5 KDarieyS 

3 001- M(XIT*HDDB=(2ia) (She*h Ahmed AlUaHcum) UTragonn3&3. _.,...T Spraka 2 

C 02- W£HFORUE(t^(EriVteeCr«RH{*rehezl?2 _..ACufc«»3 

5 462- H1SMIAH (2T7) (BF) (Hamdan Al UaMouffl! c Dunbp 9 1 WRyan4 

6 6541- RANEEN NASHWAN (150) (Snekh Anmed Al Uaftouffll M OtarvKT 9 0 P CRwy (7) 6 

7 3tk STCHaTEAR^n^)(BRWaWDirnAllftkwP)MJ^^ 

8 0603- LITTLE PIPPM (1B5) (Mas, B Swrei G Batfirg 6 fi PPIIurfaypi7 

9 20531 WM3SHlR(7)(G£(toffilh5] OShawEB RWfnston(3)9V 

-9(Jac»aretl- 

BETT1NG: 7-2 ilTindsMt. 5-1 Htohmah, 6-1 Rhw Tmtes, Moutahddee, 13-2 Nowhere Tb Eatt, Ra- 
neen Nasfman, 8-1 Stolen Teat UM others 

FORM VERDICT 

Harefly a race to beconfidenl about with most of the runners, todudng those from 

tw yards tackfag a naw trip. Wkirtoh Hi won wel last week to Wtevrick, but tffal iws 

not tha strongest of handeeps and hfe stamina to not guaranteed here. With ti* Jofn 
Dunlop string to fine form, it may be best io skte with Iflp waghl NOWHERE TO 
BUT, who is proven on soft and should ba wel suted by today’s stop up to tnp. 


TflOl HAYDOCK PARK ANNUAL BADGEHOLDERS MAIDEN 
- VJ STAKES (D) £5,250 added 3Y0 7f 30yds Pen. Val. £3,599 

1 M^AU^(ShBitoNtiTotiAlim^MJaMs 90 J Carrol 5 

2 043*- CQMMtRIOT (245) (M tarter) N CaSaghan 80 WRyan2 

3 flJSSUS (USA) (SreMi Mohammed) MTregr»ng90.- TSprataT 

A Ot LAR8W)RBAY(16^ UtyrECktiJOi^ 'ftSriiiouTO^fJ .T6lfcl»8‘®' 4 

5 S34- NOW LOOK HERE (148) (SLEthWtKlflMcMalttTi 90 TQuhnl 

6 OB- 1RUMPET BUIES (USA) (183) (Bab UenfcBjJDurtopSO KD»toy6 

7 S2H8- BOLLlNROfflTTAIaTIJILsdyWtefitroclOTEastertirBS LChanodiS 

-rdaiaed-' 

BETTML' 6-4 Compatriot, 4-1 Areen Alasad 5-1 Now Look Here. 11-2 Ubsus, 7-1 Trumpet Btoes. 
14-1 Bdfito Roberta. 20-1 Larimar Bay 

FORM VERDICT 

A kteral rearing ol the tormbook gw« Compatriot firet-rale cfauro but he te proba- 
bly flattered by that has been absent six» earfy-Augufif and has never ran on a 
90ft SLrtaca Today's ground wd not present any pfObtetrs for Trumperf Blues or NOW 
LOOK HERE and the DMAreig rt RjcrfaTO Qu»m fof the law. though he ft pari - 
namg ttw Dinar three Dunlop runners on the card, woks significant 
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Newton abbot 


HYPERION 

2.05 Anns Girl 2.35 Palaemon 3.05 Madam 
Muck 3.35 Weather Wise 4.05 Minelfa Derby 
4.35 Wayfarers Way 5.10 Admiral Rose 5.40 
Grey Fusilier 


FORM VERDICT 

Nn mary to take seriously here and SWEET GLOW s gotog 
to tafco the boating at these Heights. 


4.05 


GOING: Good to Soft (Good n places). 

■ Right-hand course with Sharp turns. Rutv-n 280yd. 

■ Course b N at town on A380. Newton Abbot station nn. 
ADMISSION: Tiatersaas ETl; Course £5 Accompanied under- 
16s free CAR PARK: On rate CL5CL ramaaicta tree. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 9S-356 (27%) P Hobbs 53- VI 
(293%) P Nlehofla 35153 (229%) R Frost 28-256 (109%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 69-216 (319%) R Dunwoody 
43-128 (339%) J Frost 28-203 (129%) C Maude 18- na (159%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 300-689 (415%) 

TONGUE STRAP: Luv-U-Frank (2 95) Clara Cane (245) 
Southemhay Boy (245), Mister Blake (395) Dtddy Rymer 
(335) BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Ml noils Derby K05) SnmSrwan 
(49®. Bonier Trader (reared. 235) 


2.05 


EASTER BUNNY MAIDEN HURDLE (E) 
£3,000 added Allies & manes 2m If 


1 -0224 ANNS GBL (10) JFo> 6110. 3Ftw 

2 F-0 CHXXTS GEM (7) H Lae8 ti 0. Jtr R Fontatal (5) 

3 GAROTA DE IRMIEMA (F13) Uss K Mrte 5 It 0 .. V Staaery 

4 4F0 RISE ABOVE (6Q) Mss K Geage 5 11 0.~ Rlbfioey 

5 «H WTERPOIMrp3|NKawte5llO CLirarefyn 

G PB MISS BALLISTIC (14) A Banow 6 H 0 SBurraugh 

7 050 SPARKLING LASS P0)N/^«b 5 HO MGrBWop) 

6 00 7HATCHAM ELAND (9) DWBamsfiflO DGrtmths 

9 506 VELSHEDA (47) C Mortock 6 fl 0 A McCarthy 

» BELLE ETGRSN (F20G) M Ppe 4 U 6 A P McCoy 

fl DESBTT SONG (F1B0) fl Frna * tJ B T CTConnor p) 

G R4 MLLSa)EROSE(BO)Rftost4-n8 _._J Frost 

T3 MONCHANIA (F5B) P Hcbbs 4GB H Dunwoody 

vr 0 SEA FIG (79) S Kn/4 4 Q B _.G Supfte (3) 

s 44® TtA (FT) P Bowen 4 08 WMsratai 

V 0 WtZADORA(10)IWfcjrr*4 08 _RWMger(3) 

-18 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Bate D*0reW, 11-4 Aim GirL 7-2 TU. 6-1 Wside Rose, 
8-1 Vetatada, 14-1 Garota Da Ipanema, 25-1 Monct ia i la , 33-1 ottwra 
FORM VERDICT 

ANNS GIRL has enough form to wn the if back to her best 
but there ore a number of possfote winners here 


GREYHOUND RACING SELLING 
H'CAP CHASE (G) £3,500 2m 5f 110yds 

1 2F-5U IRANOS(FR)(10)UPIpa7C0 _ ...APlfcCoy 

2 FV220F 1IWELLA DBBY p4) P Nchcfc 9 11 2 DDmmodyB 

3 84-MS HOSIER ODOY (91) (Cl JKrtgO X)7. . LCUmntoaP) 

4 S03FP PERSIAN TACTICS (72) T Needham G G 1 C Ltarettyn 

5 HOOP MMAN RUN (32) (D)R Hodges n WO JRKawnaflh 

8 466505 SHAOBWAN (28) C PCymm 8 1> 0 RFatartB 

7 6G344 MR BEAN (58) (C) B Unodyn 9 X) 0 _ F Kenlry (7) B 

8 -PP543 HOLD YOUR RAWCS (17) (CD) (8f^ R Frost G D 0 -JFhnt 

8 3/tM ROSE GARDEN (It) RPCCOCkt) CO RWldfl«(5) 

D 0P-4P0 JHAL FREZ1 (14) A Barrow fl DO SBurraugh 

II P-Z335 GALLANT TAFFY (47) (BF) M Rpe 7 C 0 J A McCarthy 

G (Pi-06 DACELO(FH){17)HHown8«0 .GSuppleP) 

B R562P TANGO’S DELIGHT (93) R Baler fl 10 0 .- _V Stately 

K P/05P5 MANAMOUR (47) (C) R Lee G V 0 Mr R Forrisbl (5) 

B 2P2PP6 HBiD ME MAN (17) B Ueiwtyn T1 tJO JK Afapora (3) 
S -HJU40 SDSCT GUNS (NZ) (11) G Edwards n ID 0 DSMta 

-18 declared - 

Mramum a might; tost True han dica p twtghri.- Indian Rm flat T3to 
S7wSrwar!iSir36.MrBeart!«irjj. Wi*/IOurR8nta9a na.flo3»i5ef- 
den 9sf Site Jhal fien 9sl 9t>. GeBort taffy 9sf (ft, Oaceto Eta tangoaDe- 
B&1 ft* Kronur Ssr 12fe Hafc Me Man 8sf 1 fft Wert Gtfw Bsf Ob. 
BETTING: 9-4 Mlnaan Derby. 3-1 banos.B-1 Gallant Taffy, 7-1 Mr Bean. 
8-1 Hold Your Ranks, 12-1 Mister Oddy. 12-1 Uanatwwr. 14-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

The top two in the handicap look head and shoMdere above 
the real ot this held end it looks a vktua) match between the 
pair. Mine) la Dartry may wel have the most natural abdiy 
but he has had ho problems and I RAMOS looks a safer se- 
lection. 


4.35 


2.35 


ENJOY SUMMER RACISMS CONDRIONALS 
NOVICE H’CAP HURDLE (F) O000 2m 6f 

1 FOPPU LUVU-FRANK (24) M Pipe G n G G Supple 

2 504822 DABB> COURSE (29) NHwsmOBvIeS 6 TI n -.JGotdStefcl 

3 -14350 PALAEMON (44) GBaUng 5 Ti II F Kenlry (3) 

4 0/204 QARA CANE (21) A Cardan 7 SKafiy 

5 -33PR3 BOZOpej BHyal8 7i 7 LCorcofinp) 

6 2G6P S0UTHERNHAYBOTt36)MRSWfcmsBT14._.RMW8By 

7 /3P3U2 LONGSTONE LAD (1 1) G Edwards 7 n 3 J Power 

8 50065- MBS BEHIAINE (382) V Dartrd OD7 U Grttitos 

9 Lf-OOU CASHABAN [19) J S Sntti 6 04 JMogfardp) 

a 653 BORDER TRADER (17) J S Moore 4 D 3 LCunvnre V 

ti F4446F SANDORAN (1 1) M FH 6 10 1 AAbpoiu 

G 40F340 SEATARTH (148) P Bowen 8 100 JDGiffiths 

13 0CJP4/0 BAHWE STW (1 13) P hfctbs 7 10 D RWMger 

14 8®P3 SPARKLING BUCK (27) A Hoths 7 1) 0 Guy Imfa 

B 06PF HENBURYPHMCESSpS) BRMferanS HO -T O'Connor (3) 
« SWOP AMOTHfflAIBO (25) R Bate 6 t) 0 GShmtoiB 

- 16 declared - 

Mnmun) wergfrt: ffta True hanrfcap woghts: Sea Tirfh 9sf 13*. flame Sir 
Sea i lb Spurting Sue* 99 1», HenOury Pmacss 90. Artutxiamto 3st rjte. 
BETTING: 3-1 Damp Course, 100-30 Clara Coos, 5-1 Mormon, 8-1 Lang- 
ston* Lad, 10-1 Bran, Spvfdlng Buck, 12-1 LriY-U-Frar*. 14-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Not the strongest of races and BARRIE STIR. Oasprte being 
3b out of the handcap. Is capable of taking a hand on ha 
akf form and wtf Ike this drying ground 


SOUTH WEST RACING CUJB CHALLENGE 
TROPHY HCAP HURDLE (□) £4/000 2m If 

1 1H34- MYSTIC DAY (351) (D) M F^h 5 G 0 A P McCoy 

2 -FFtBO THUNDB1P0INT (10] (p) Ifes K George 7 ti 0 fl Haaaey B 

3 00640 NINE OTKRS (38) (D) Mrs 3 iMfems 10 10 O.. RWldger (5) 

4 WZP6I OmMISDC THINKER (17) (CD) T Geage 5 b 6 — T JoiAb 

5 -P94E5 WUYFAHERS K»AY (82) (D) N Handetscr 8 « 7-1 RKmanagh 

6 28P-0 RCH LIFE (11) (D) R Bate 9 1) 6 VSMttey 

7 130162 MR PERFECT* (17)(CD)RFra36B5._ J Front 

8 4U2662 PHARLf (1^ D Buchei 7 0 0 DJBuratel 

8 -0P350 WALK ON BY (ID) J King 5 DO LCUratnfnsO) 

O 64541 FALCON RIDGE (30) (D) UfasE Lands 5 BO SKaty(5) 

-10 declared - 

UMrnum migfa; lost True handcap weghb: Pharty fled 9w rib. Waft 
On By Ssf KJft. Futaxi Bdge » rob 

BETTING: 11-4 Myslft Day, 4-1 FMcrn Ridge, 6-2 OpPnusbc Thbtet 
11-2 Mr Pet1ecta.yitayterere Way; 12-1 TbuntterpoM, 14-1 Nina 0 Three, 
Waft On By, 161 Pharty Roef, ffich Life 

FORM VERDICT 

There Is every chance MR PERFECTA could reverse recent 
C&D form with Optimistic Thinker on the belter grant. 
The Fro3i stable has been in good lorm at dUs venue of tetfe 
and Mr Perfects can get the better of Waytarara Way who 
has a great chance d he puts his best tool forward 


5.10 


3.05 


WEATHERBYS TURF NEWS HANDICAP 
CHASE (D) E5,250 3m 2f 110yds 

1 /Cm ATAVBTIC (44) (CD) P Hobbs 7 fl Q _RWidgar(5) 

2 T2-36F WSS DRKM (10) (CD) R Bucttv DUB JRKavanogh. 

3 -26231 NAZZARO (26) (CO) W G M Tuner G 11 8 — A P McCoy B 

4 64LF3 WBi. THIS) p8) (C) R Frost 9 n 6 J Frost 

5 SfW-P CREDO IS KING (119) PR Webber 3 n 3 JAUcCartiy 

6 ?W3Fi MISTER BLAKE (24) (CO) R Lee 9 n i . .Air R Fbrrtatel P) 

7 IG4F3 GROSVENOR (7) (D) (BF) PNchCftS n 0 .RDunwoody 

8 STEELMOSS(9)CBarvrf«G9 L Cummins (3) 

9 F43C2 M0<fflLANDHGWUfBip8)(CD)Af*±0saO6Wllarsa)n 
V T322F MADAM MUCK (14) N TwacfrOavies B G 0.—..C Uetratyn 

-lOdectared- 

BETTWG: 7-2 AtnMic, 5-1 Nazzara, 11^ Madam Muck, 7-1 Mbs DtaWn, 
WM TaiMd, Moortend MghDyer; 6-1 Ukiter Bteke, Graovenat; Steel Moss, 
so-i Credo is King 

FORM VERDICT 

ATAVISTIC woudn t have his ideal co nt itton s here but he 
is at! an improver against harees who are oui of form or who 
look high enough In the weights now. 


WINNING POST RESTAURANT MAJDEN 
OPEN NH FLAT (H) Piv 0 El, 750 2m If 

ADWRAL ROSE N Henderson 5 11 a -JRKarenagh 

2-F BABYJO® (32) PF) ktesHkr^tetl 8 RFanant 

0 B00MHB9 (203) J S Sirti 5 TT 6 RWMgar(q 

0 GRANDPA MAURICE (B2) R Bate 5 0 6. GSInnldn^ 

OUUE^ LEADEHPMdiab 5 n 6 A P McCoy 

MRTHURLSTOAE RFtosSII 6 Jftw* 

STAND EASY J Partman 0 116 iir R Fontcu (5) 

38 ESTEflT8GIRL{l1)KM6 ti 1 CLIeweRyn 

GRAFTER EL Janas 5 m L Curentas (3) 

OSOCOOL □ Sherwood 511 1 J A McCarthy 


RETRO’S LADY N TwistuvDwes 5 H 1 J Goldstein (3) 

06 SMNDCOMUANCHE(3Q) WGMTuner4llO J Rower (7) 

RB HAPPKAT (TO) P R VltebbP 4 n D .. . DGadaghsr 

SUER POT BLACK P Hobbs 4 no RDianroody 

0 FROSTY BELLE (30) A Botite 4 U 9 GuyL8IRS(3) 

LBUSEteta4Dg L Harvey 

-T6dectarad- 

BETTB4G- 1 mo Adndnd Rose, 3-1 Jude s Land* 8-1 Baby John, Retro's 
Lady, 10-1 Osocooi, 12-1 Silver Pot Blacfc, 29-1 Mr TluaMone, Stand 
Easy, 33-1 otters 

FORM VERDICT 

Thb looks booted for one of the newcomers and while Ad- 
miral Row has a lot going for him on braedng rl could be 
worth Chanong SILVER POT BLACK. He is bred to have 
lots ol pace but there is some stamina hi Ms pedgree as wel 
and he can edge H chard Dunwoody closer to Peter Scud- 
amores record total of winners 


5.40 


3.35 


EASTER BONNET RACECOURSE 
CLAIMING HURDLE (F) £2,400 3m 3f 

0443F KMGOFTTEOCEAN(14VGeerM^7GOJIrDa«wa(7) 

OP/326 SWEET GLOW (Ffl) (18) (C) M Ppe G G 0- A P McCoy 

9E0Q2 WEATHB1 WISE (26) W □ M Tuner 7 H 8 DGadagher 

630P LANGLEERXR) (60) E L James 7 11 6 JRKavanaghB 

P5mj POLO KIT (19) Gratae FtefatS 8 h 6 J Power (7) 

OPR TRBALIfOON(14) JFonmxi6116 RStedhOkna^) 

28-331 DHMJY RYMER (107) S Eate911 5 ..RDumoody 

/40P4O PALOSANTO (28) (CD) M Ppe 9 11 4 .G Supple (3) V 

802126 TYU3 STEAlBt (17) D WSams 7 H 4 DGrtHUo 

D 35-653 CASTLE SECRET (107) D Bucfd 13 H 2 DJBurofiel 

11 3S243 DhflNE CHANCE (59) MCtudwslt tl 2 SBurangh 

C PP55R FALK (25) R Baker B ti 2 GShenklnftB 

0 -TOOO KING ACHYUC (22) R Brathatin B h 2 FKer*y(7) 

14 304&G DS MNDBt (HT) (17) G Edwante G 11 2 -DSaftar 

6 223P05 SAUCY Nl« (IB) P Hah 7 HI JMoglnd(7) 

C 6PQP RASHMAN (31) B Uewclyn 9 H 0 JGofctetdn(3) 

-16 dedared- 

BETTWG: M Sweet Glow, 11-2 The Iftidi* 6-1 OddyRynw; 1M Mteh- 
or Wise, 7-1 Castle Secret, 19-1 Patosarto, Tyto Steamer, 14-1 othera 


WINNING POST RESTAURANT MAIDEN 
OPEN NH FLAT (H) (Div II) £1,750 2m If 

1 GREY FUSILER G Egtrtun 5 n & Sophie Mttdiel 

2 m> LJOCHCHO«E(13)RFioa5ne RfrAEdo(7) 

3 MEGAZINE M Kl 5 H 6 DSatter 

4 01 NATIVE TRUMP (55) C Matted. 5 H 6 JAMflCarthy 

5 0 EXOTIC PRORLES (IQ Mss KGeupe5 HI JI Massey 

6 62 TOM COBBLER (IB) N IWsbvDanes 5 H 6 C Ltewedyn 

7 TRAVH. BY LAND M Hpe 5 H 6 APHeCoy 

8 OS FESTJWAL LEADS) (3Q Ms PCIuifidkl 5711. JIMMgmO) 

9 0 RNAL CHANCE (82) C Tezanf 5 n 1 . — Mr R Forristri (5) 

fl KITIENKAT N Mtdd 5 H 1 „_G 9w*in (5) 

11 0 AUBURN SPIRIT (28) M Usta 4 It 0 D Byrne 

G 5 ITS ALL GOOD FUN (37) M Pitrtai 4 H 0 -J-Crucoran (7) 

Q KAMBALA G Bakteg 4 11 0 FKenky(7) 

14 00 GRAYROSEW>(3QABaiey4D9 J Gobbteki (3) 

B 00 LADY OF THE LAMP (28) P Janes 4 g 9 SKultyp) 

* MSSWOADORASEartB4G9._ LHwvey 

-16 declared - 

BETTING: 9-4 Tbm Cebbk*. 7-S Travel By UokL 5-1 ITs AS Good ftm, 
6-1 Gray FuriQor, 9-1 Nstfre Trump. 18-1 Fkird Choice, Kanfcafai. 20-1 
Auburn SpIrA, Megadne, 25-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Tfam Cobbler has the best kxm bulls suscepttle 5s an above- 
average newcomer. Of those lha have yet to see a racecoLVse 
Thrvel By Land and GREY Fll SI UER catch the eye and nar- 
row preference is for the latter, who looks the better-bred of 
the pair and may wel start at a bigger price. 



ZAFIRA. A work of genius. 


©VAUXHALL 

Raising the Standard 


PLUMPTON 

HYPERION 

2.10 One In The Eye 2.45 Nordic Breeze 3.1 5 
Father Krismas 3.45 Reach The Clouds 4.15 
Via Del Quatro 4.50 Johnston's Art 


GOING: Good to Soft (Good *1 places) 

■ Left-hand, undulating course with sharp bends. Tricky down- 
m fence In back straight Uph* run-n of £00ya& 

■ Course h off A275 S of Haywards Heath P turn pi on ran sta- 
tion acflolns course. ADMISSION: Members CM 1 nationals tho 
{OAPs EG); 5*ver ringEu (GAPs E4L CAR PARK: Members area 
£5, remainder free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 37 -68 J Jenkins U-78 

(179%). T McGovern 12-60 (20%). R Rowe 12-89 (135%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 43-120 058%). M A 
Fitzgerald 17-76 (ZZA%L. D O'Sullivan K-84 ( 16.7%X J R 
Kavanagh 13-66 

TONGUE STRAP: Bundetburg (ZiOL Aydbsun I210L Prorate 
Seal (3.15) Another Course (345) 

■ FAVOURITES: 203-493 |4L2%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 


3.45 


2.10 


HALLANDS CONDITIONALS SELLING 
H'CAP HURDLE (G) £2,500 2m If 

JMagae 
N Morris (7) 
M Batchelor B 


C Murray (5) 
MKwghfeyB) 
R Hobson (5) 
. ABAs 


2A86 ONE IN THE EYE (2^ JRPUirtn 6 n O 
2KEP3 WCUN*IlON(15)(P)MrsLJawdl5H0 
PU66P/ DUFHTAM (F190) (D) G L Moore 8 h 7 

-U3U34 MSfQRYS MUSIC (30) M Mattync* 7 n 4 
SfO-f 5 UOYLOUQH REBEL (64) J Long 6 H 2 . 

053P LAUREN'S LAD (72) B Llewelyn 4 n 1 . 

000P GREBI JACKET (F32) R iTSdban 4 10 TO 
OQ/Q ILLEGALLY YOURS (15) L Mcrague hat 6 <0 tl Ofturoiw 

9 30RXJ0 ADCOV (26) J BhO^r ? K3 B LSuriwn 

10 CEQOO SlUfBTY (15) S Wowknan 5 0 6 H0*W 

fl 5-0023 GOLDEN FAWN (38) (BF) M Haynes 5 10 3 JTtzzwd 

C 0DP02 SANDANTE (25) (D) R Buddsr 8 0 3 D(TSuftvai(5) 
Q P5/PPF BUNDSBURG (USA) (67) fl QSiAvan 1 V i EdgwBynw 
VS CYF -OP WMSKY WaMA (47) D Gv^seS 7 10 0 - WGreetnn(5) 
S OORO/P AYDISUN(S7 )RCuiib 7100 A Pries (7) 

-IS declared - 

Mhlmm Height 10 a Trueteitflcapiregnr Aydtauntoi i3f 
BETTING: 11-4 Gokten Fawa 7-2 tacSnaUun. 8-1 Memory s Music, Sen- 
daite, 10-1 Durham, 12-1 Green Jacket 14-1 Silvery, 16-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

A weak safer n which Golden Fawn is preferred to Incli- 
nation of those with recenMtxrri credential, but the one who 
stands out te DURHAM. He is p«enna»y a class above these 
and although beseems happier on the Flai. ne ddwmahi*- 
efe in 1994 and hesbascaty a bettsr horee nowadays judged 
on Flat form 


FORM VERDICT 

Paul Ncnoils has onjoyod a fantasoc wasen and after the 
n^rahts , 3 I Ctratw-rtam he now has one eye on the Trarers 

Oiampwnsh® Ho stabte has been gang 
FATHER KRISMAS is fancied to gar a idle more pres money 
tor tun The selection boasts me best form on offer and de- 
serves a change of kick lor ha consistency-. Saddlers' Roe 
nate from another n term stable and looks me man danger 

WARD EXECUTIVE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4,000 added 2m 2f 

I F5F-55 DfWALI DANCER (35) MPpe920 RGnm 

i 60534 COOLTEENHERO (15) (C) p)RA»w9H 9 - A Thornton 

3 P16-2P NAMOOOAJ (5<8 (D) D Mchdwn 8 tl 7- -- - RJojraon 

4 5343P5 BEYOND OUR HEACH (28) (D) R Hodges ID 9- .«*H°«ey 

5 P.'SJO ASEAN (14) G ErtngW Y) 10 9 .- — - J ”I P 

6 3P2C2 KBLY MAC (19) (C) D Oftwn 9 W T M&adi rtorP) 

7 0-1325 REACH THE CLOUDS (50) (C]JLlpscn 7 TS JTtzzart 

8 flB-IP KYBtTS REVENGE (54) RFtaM 8 tH PHk ^ 

9 420234 JABON^ BOY (14) (D)jM5ratey 910 C - - -G «m*Y 8 
t) 238P2P ANOTHER COURSE (73) C Mam fl »0. - .MrsCJUann 

-10 declared - 

Mremum wBtgfiC tOsi. True harefcap we^fts. Jasora Soy 9srT2& Another 

Course 9a SB . 

BETTING: 7-2 Reach The Clouds. S-I Kelly Mac. 8-1 KamoodaL 13-2 
Coakeen Hero, 7-1 Jason's Boy, 6-1 DhraU Dancer. Beyond Our Roach, 
191 otters 

FORM VERDICT 

A race that w* not take a grea deal of wt mng a nd one which 
should be wrifwi the compass of COQLTEEN HERO, who 
showed plenty of courage when successful h&e Barter in 
the season and snaped wel enough last Bros to suggest he 
is in farm. Diwall Dancer wo*) be a threat if bat* tn-furm 
and Namooda] a better than he showed test tone, but the 
biggest threat may be Reach The Clouds if he lumps bet- 
ter than test time 


4.15 


ABB^GAVGM^ CHALLENGE CLP NOVICE 

H'CAP CHASE (F) £3500 3m If 110yds 


2.45 


CANARD DUCHENE CHAMPAGNE 
NOVICE CHASE (F) £3500 2m 5f 

1 492M3 HEAD FOR HEAVEN (It) (C) R Head 9 fl 6 .A Thornton 

2 ZF3331 JAZZMAN (14) G McCouT 7 71 0 . E Husband 

3 00-431 NORDIC BREEZE (9) (D) M Pipe 7 n 6 .R Greene 

4 343W CMCODAflf (49) D ffchofeon 7 H 2 HJotlRSOn 

5 21 -CP THATS NO ANSWER (£9) V Dannal 6 fl 2 - ■ GTormoy 

6 3FF300 HACK SPRING (15) R Rowe 7 10 fl PKkte 

7 P2PWP SBTBIAU(30flBP3are»7«n . J Magee 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Jazzman. 1S8 Nordic Breeze. 9-2 ChlcodarL 5-1 Head 
For HMnn, 2S-1 Black Spring, 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

NORDIC BREEZE b no good thing, but he has taken bel- 
ter to fences than the other once-deceni hudler Chicodori 
and he may well have more speed under rodays conrttwns 
than Jazzman Head For Heaven has a bn to find n terms 
ot class. 


1 .M-FFZ CHWSTCHURCM (FH) (59) JSMbcreS IZD- - J 

2 31F23F TOTAL JOY (1^ (CD) (BF) C Mann 8 fl 12 — MrN Fe My (7) 

3 C856' AHTURO(88f)WP»Ehs R J ohnson 

4 230322 MBJJNG (14) (BF) R Hodges 6 ”• 5 — JTbaaid 

5 I69F2 NO MATTER (19) fi Row? D 12 PWda 

6 22*130 VIA D& QUATRO P2I J kiirs 7 HJ h .. - A B ates (3) 

7 -P5P4P CHATSTGOLD (17) A Jarvs TCr, E H usband 

8 2^LFj GREY GORDEN (15) T Ltajciem n 3 7 . _ . G Tbmiey 

9 4PPJM OUB8UNGIf4)Ki>r*rt3to5r:6 RGreanoV 

t) P-P3PJ BUBBLES GALORE (15) 7 □ SteCarthy 8 ID r 0 Burrows p) 
n P-224P DAJCANTE (TIG) Cwrck Mens 7 B t PHoBey 

- n deciarM - 

BETTWKS: 3-1 Tbtel Joy. 94? Cltretbhreck. 5-1 Via Del Quaao. 1 1-2 HeBng, 
7-1 Danzante. ID-1 Arturo, No Matter. CHatergoU. 25-1 othera 
FORM VERDICT 

TOTAL JOY must have a good chance (Udged on his goed 
Hunmgdon effort provided he can be steered round safe- 
ly MarVel confidence beheld Arturo would be significant in 
rtvs weak contest wtveh Mailing and Christchurch are oth- 
ers to consider 


4.50 


3.15 


PILLAR PROPERTY PLC HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 4YO 2m If 

1 255021 SADDLERS' ROE (ID) DNRhofeon it 5 . R Johnson 

2 645 FLUSH (FR) (10) (BF) M Pipe Ti 0 . .R Greene 

3 BOMBAY MX (F303) J fYnnan 10 U Mr N Fefffly (7) 

4 00 FALKENBHIG (FH) (F37) B ftara « G J Magee 

5 32322 FATHER KRISMAS (23) (BF) P fieri* C C JTlzzflrd 

6 4 INN ON THE PARK (RW) 5 Dew f) G A Thornton 

7 2P KP0L0(F5T)B Johnson DC. . . GTarmey 

8 S UGHTMNG STAR (15) R Strange O G Mr S Strange (7) 

9 0 MARSH MELLOW (44) R Hodges UG P Holley 

V 0 MERHY PRINCE (F24) P Hedger 3) G M ffieftarda 

11 B PRIVATE SEAL (F16)JC PDuter 10 G Leesa Long 

G 060 TBHUJIN (15) D OTteen D G . . . . M Batchelor (5) 
13 LA PETITE FlAMECfC (F5D) R OSJhan B 7 PHde 

- 13 declared - 

BETTING: 64 Fetter Krismas. 2-1 Saddtel Roe. 9-2 Rush. 10-1 Inn 
On The Park, 20-1 Lightning Stw.25-1 Kpolo. La Petfta Ftameche. 33-1 
others 


HURSTP1ERPOINT NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,500 added 2m 4f 

*221 HIGH GAME (14) (D) & L Vcore £ fl 2 .. PHida 

P-Q31 JOHNSTON’S AHT (IS) (CD) = std-fer 6 t: £fl O'Sullivan (7) 
& ALKATEB (23) P Ecdes r tt £ Mbs V Roberts (7) 

0WT3S ARLEOUN DE SOU (281 (D) (BF) Prtirs; t 2_GTonmy 

5 ,LMC4 COLOUR COUNSELLOR (122) f*s A V N-Smrr. 6 fl 2 

M Batchelor (5) 

6 5fr£2 DIRTY DOZEN (1D6) (BF) D ffchasbn 7 fl I R Johnson 

7 DP GILL'S GALE (32) R Rcwe 7 fl 2 . ...PHoBay 

8 o-440 IRISH OPTION (38) J uftcrc f “ 2 .A Thornton 

9 OeOF-P KILARNEY KING (19) KBe56 fl 2 . M Ahem 

V 2F&06 KY1AMI (N2) (28) J Gttri 7 fl 2 _ 0 Burrows (5) 

11 40450 POUNSLEY MILL (17) J Grttem 5 fl 2 Jrejanl 

XL 00U48 FOREST FLORA (40) J LtiSns 5 *0 fl - . A Bates (3) 

13 &4D NOUVEAU CHEVAL (17) M Ppe4 lti t - R Greene 

U Ji DtiDEEN (116) T Mcijcvem .‘it _C Murray (7) 

- 14 Oedsred - 

BETTING: 114 Johnston's Art. Nouveau ChevaL 3-1 High Gams. 5-1 Dtoty 
Daren. 14-1 Irish Ogdon. 161 Paunsfey MOL Dudaen. 20-1 othera 

FORM VERDICT 

NOUVEAU CHEVAL looked worth following when an easy 
wmer at Hmtngdon and her subsequent Cheltenham faJ- 
ure should not be held agamsr ner High Game, who holds 
Arlequin Oe Sou and Forost Flora on FontweQ form, and 
Dirty Dozen, who has been knocking at the door and wh.-tse 
form reads quite well, took the main threas. 


Carlisle 


HYPERION 

2.15 Birkdale 2.45 Symonds Inn 3.20 Flat Top 
3.50 Five Flags 4.20 Stan's Your Man 4.55 
Jokers Charm 


FORM VERDICT 

This bote quite an open after, and despite the ctasns cf Swan- 
bister and Flat Top. it can go to SON OF IRIS, who usu- 
aly reserves Ms best form tor chb cause and can make 
amends for his unlucky defeat *ith« event a year ago Mas- 
ter Wood and Zamhareer are two others with a chance. 


GOING: Good to Soft (Good r places) 

■ Right-hand, undulating course 

■ Course is on southern outskirts of town. 4m W of jwiction 42 
of MS, Bus service from Carfisie station 2m. ADMISSION: Club 
614 (OAPs & under-21s ETl); TanersaSs E7 (OAPs S under-2ls 
ML CAR PARK: On rate £SL lemamder free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J Berry 36- TM L Lungo 22-i2i 

(B2%L Mrs S Smith 13-94 (139%) C Parker n-103 HQ 7%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 30-B0 G0%L P Nhran 29-D4 
(279%) B Storey «-173 (104%). P Carberry W-43 (298%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 150383 fJ19%L 

TONGUE STRAP: Blrttdalo (£.15). Radiation (Z15). Black 
Abbey (£.15). Karlsma (245). Hong Kong Classic (245L Tire 
Accountant (245) Portlands Flyer (420) 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Fanfaron (IB) sent2B1 mfes 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Black Abbey (2.151, My Shenan- 
doah (350) Supreme Spice (455) Cullora Lake (vnorecL 420L 


3.50 


2.15 


BORDER GARDEN CENTRE NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4500 added 3m 2f 

52HG BIRKDALE (41) (D) (BF) L lungo B11B H Simple 

M33R FANWRON (FR) (64) (BF) C E^non 8 TI 8 SDuack 

WOP RADIATION (I^JJONei 611 6- R McGrath 

0605 STEEN (FH)(T71)M Hammond 7 118 BHanSng 

iSD-42 BALLYVAUGHAN (B) E Bfcff 9 TI 2 GFRyan (3) 

0QPP4 BLACK ABBEY (16) R Fob 8 TT 2. S&yiOrB 

to BREATH OF SCAM1AL (743) G Grant 8 7 ZC MoConreu* (3) 
4P-P32 CROSS THE RUBICON (2T) G A HartcrS II 2.C Ratter (7) B 

9 A414-5 MOOBi BLAND (56) Mss S Had G I12_ MrCWDren 

V PGP LOfffl COOLROE (22) M Tbtlvreer 8 11 2 LWyw 

fl OOORF3 OUR CAROL (B) FMuiagh7 Ofl A Dobbin 

-11 declared - 

Bfci IlNG: 1 1-10 Blritdsla, 2-1 FtiCxxv 9-1 Steen, 10-1 RadUten, Cron 
The Rubicon. 14-1 BaByvaugtem, 25-1 Our Carol 59-1 others 
FORM VERDICT 

With doubts about lha stamina and temperament of Fanfaron 
this can go to BIRKDALE. who has made great strides over 
hurefes this season, ana who Is expected to turn to an in- 
proved itxjid of jumjwig on Die better ground hero. Bally- 
vaughan. who ran the race of his He at Ketao last week, and 
Radiation are the other two to consider. 


CUMMERSDALE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 220TI THE NEXT WALTZ (23) (CD) LUrtgo Bfl t) Mr B Gbson (7) 

2 53033 JESSOLLE(14)(D)NRcharas7fl4 Mr J Crowley (5) 

3 642TG THANKS KHTH (21) (IQ J J ONeS HO.. X Cooper (7) B 

4 35U265 MY 5F®tANDOAH (36) (D) J H Jcrnscn 8 O T) A S Smittl B 

5 63540P NIJMEGEN (38) JRQGwaidr 09 ....PMven 

8 034521 FIVE FLAGS (10) (D) Ms S Srrrti n 09 . R WBunson (3) 

7 505313 ITfl THE MAN (32) (D) Mrs E Slack 8 10 8 A Dobbin 

8 253422 VRPRANO (22) DMottaDS 04 _ DJ Moffett 

9 5-14 WLDHADEER(19)JUpscn5t>Q Grattan (3) 

O 30402 APOLLO’S DAUGHTER (IS) J Coking IT XI DJI Hrareda (3) 
ti 50454} N0HTHERNCHARiHt(7fl) EAfcon7X)0 LWyer 

-11 dseterad- 

Mvwnumareghc lOst Troe bamficap u&ghR: ApoJlo's daughter 9s Tab. 
Wortfem Charmer Bsl 70t 
BETTING: 7-2 Thanks Keith, 4-1 The Ned Waltz, 5-1 Five Rags. 11-2 Jee- 
soia, 192 vaprano. 12-1 My Shenandoah. I'm The Man, 14-1 attars 

FORM VERDICT 

My Sbendandoah has a tag chance over hs best trip rf b*r*- 
er3 work txit a more ratable type Is FIVE FLAGS whose Tow- 
caster win was boosted Das week and who Is stM on a fair 
mark. Wild Hadeer Is a potential improver tor this distance 


4.20 


2 451 BBC RADIO CUMBRIA NOVICE HURDLE 
I (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m If 


1 TC5 SYMONDS (MV (77) (D) J FtoGsaJd 5 Ti C PNfren 

2 2lP CLASSICAL DUNCE (9Q(D)WsUPtreBy 5 11 6 JA A Dwnprey 

3 11 IOTRASm)MHamnate5fl6 BHanflng 

4 ■00006 GEOMAR (1^ P Beaonont 6 11 0 B Gadan (3) 

5 5430 KARBMA(33) DSmthflnO LWyar 

6 31POIU KQBAU (POL) (17) A WhflansS n □ ..Ur JP IWtomM p) 

7 PO MAFfllN (USA) (mQ G M Moore 7 fl 0 NHantey(5) 

8 00 TEZAAB («Z) M Bafres5 71 0 S'ftyte 

9 22-006 THUNDERHEAHT (35) R Alan 8 fl 0 ADobbln 

D 2 WUI HARVEST (163) (BF) G U More 771 O...^I Cafta^W 

11 06P-0 HONG KONG CLASSIC (49) K Ryan 8 0 9 ECrfaghw 

12 04065 MARTHAS MOONSTONE (33) JCtaton 5109 -fl Storey 

13 A455- RAG DOLL (M9) J Howard jjmson 7 X) 9 D Patter 

M 00 SECRECY (8) MHantetrrt4 CB JIHarroefcap) 

B SRARKY TOO B RcffwaC 4 X) b RSuppkt 

S PO THE ACCOUNTANT (45) Us K Lantj 4 1) B Um S Lamb 

- 18 declared - 

BETTING 94 Pant, 13-a Symonds tan. 6-1 CtasrtcM Dance, 19-1 WBd 

Karaast 191 Geomtr, Karisma. Thundwteart, 291 oltefs 

FORM VERDICT 

Symonds Inn obviously has to come nto the reckoning, but 
fas attitude ghres cause tar concern, and he a not one to 
take a short price about. The other obvious candidate is Pa- 
tras. who has wran two out ol twa the tatest n a modwt event 
at Lrtkwe» Iasi week. He'll not be rruch in the way of value 
either, bo it could be worth taking a ctenea on CLASSICAL 
DANCE, whose SedgefieW debut run was a sold effort 
Martha's Moon s tone, who shaped better a N e wcastle last 
wrwt has each-way dams 


J. NOBLER PROMOTIONS CAR BOOT 
RAR HCAPCHASE (F) £AJ5002m* 110yds 

1 O-flFF SWEEP Gamy (42) Ms S Snub 7 12 a S Dunk 

2 E3R5 MR KWTWTT (21) (D) P Uomsrth 12 TI II .STsytar 

3 71-33 SHANAVOGH (92) (CD) (BF) G M Ucwe 6 11 fl J CaOagfn 

4 2-F3V HARFDECENT (22) (D)pF)MraM RereteyB 11 D..J> Mwn 

5 PP-fiZ2JYMJAU JOHNNY fl4) (D) J J ONeJ DIM) JtMcGteh B 

8 1U43< STANS YOUR MAN (14) (D) P Beaunant 9 118...JI Supple 

7 2-2230 PENTLANDS FLYER (43) |QT) J H Jdrtscn B fl 4 _A Dobbin 

8 35Q21 SALEM BEACH (26) (DJM'bduter 7 ti 3. CMcComackiq 

9 LMI133 DAWS GORSE (26) (D) J Jefleraon 7 it 1 .. .T SkkM (5) B 

X5 406-00 CRAIGARY (58) Ms A Swmtnrt, 8 X) fl J Supple 

11 051 P/P MALTA MAN (33) TO CStet 9 OB ASSnrth 

12 25PBPF FEREXCOUraSIfr) Jlto5Cn7X)8_ DPtekar 

□ 041-OP LITTLE TUSKA (129) N Mason 9 V 1 GFRyen(3) 

14 2P-P6P MRRJDGE(18){D) MSowereby C100- M H NaugMnn (5) 

6 3/3PP CULLANELAKE(46) P SfeKIfigarS X)0_BGirttenp)V 

-15 dectered- 

Urmwn weight, tost Trus tateesp CuOane Lake 9# Bth. 

BETTING 7-2 Stan's Your Man, 92 Haridremd, 91 Satan Beach, 7-1 

Shanavogfi, Jyrofsn Johmy, 91 Mr Knftwb, Danbys Gores, 191 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Jymfani Johnny has shaped as tinu^i he has a race n tern 
before tong whfe Little Tusks & capable of better then he 
has shown so far and Stan's Your Man is an totere s teig 
prospect Mr KnlMt and Ponll a nde Flyer are potermafy 
on a winning mark and Sweep Gently Is wsfl thought oL but 
perhaps b wfl pay to {Jve anottier chance to SHANAVOGH. 
who goes weA fresh and had performed so wel on Ire reap- 
pearance before dfeappototing el Lecesur. 


4.55 


3.20 


QUILTER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,250 added 3m 2f 

1 -2tSV NAUGHTY HJTURE (40) J J ONei OHO JlMcGaA 

3 4-32FP SON OF IRIS (87) (C) l*s M Fte^ay Ti ri 8 PMm 

3 3443H HAT TOP (4) (D) U W Easaiby 8 Tl 4|5ef] ADobbln 

4 4VUPQ ACT THEWAG g) Mlodhuntar X) TIL ,_BH«iflng 

5 -CPU SWAfffllSTBl (16) [O (BF) L Lingo 9 X) 13 RSuppto 

6 1FPP32 MASTER WOOT (23) (OC Grant BX) 13 -CMcComHCk (3) 

7 -ttlPP A«»JNA(17)(C) F UUphyfl HU Mr J P Mcftann (S 

B 0022S1 PMCGW(16)(OM Wragtal2t)0 RmUrao<i(3) 

9 1F1U31 ZAMHAREER (USA) (16) fl Fad BIO 0 .Mm C Ford 

-9ttedBced- 

Mvwrwn ewgfto 10a True tondfeap twHna: ft* Gn Stst I3fe Zarate- 
rear for f 21D 

BETTING 11-4 FMTbp. 4-1 Ifertw Wood. M-2 Son « Ms. M 
faWer.7-1 Naughty Future. ID-1 Act The Wag. Pink Gbi. 12-1 ottwra 


CURROCK NOVICE H'CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 X2 SWFTWAY (F4) (D) K Hogg 5 12 0 MFoster 

2 23/225 NORTHBIN UNION (CAN) (79) C tatafl n 8 . _ J3 tartar 

3 -F230Q DEMI CENTURY (1^ Mre S Smth 7 ft 2 SDurack 

4 2-00(0 DANTES GLEN (23) L Lungo 5 X) C.. RStgiple 

5 355635 UAAZOOM (14) M Sowersby 4 X) fl ADobbln 

6 00635 MY SAUARBJjD (14) (D) M Bames SOB STbylor 

7 0-4P01 WaiSWOOOgq JJrita«n6Pa LWyer 

B 325H>0 AYBCNOWSO (BO) Mrs D Thomsen BXJ 7 C McCOmrecfc (3) 
9 -04P3B SLffRENE SPICE (2QFMupnyB1)BJlrJP McNamara (5) B 

X) F4EP0TFPMG , nNA(14)WSre«y6f>fi._ R McGrath 

fl 0PO53 JOKERS CHARM (15)N Masai 6 «4 .GFRyan (3) 

Q 4/FG05 MAJOR HAGE (CO) J HoaBid Jcfneon 8102 .AS Smith 

Q 09001 DUNSTON HEATH (17] B Leary 6 101 W Woritengton 

14 2MKJP DAMARS (IS) R Alan 7 V 0 ... B Storey 

C (WFP UNFORGETABLE («J) J J ONed 7 ■(] 0 L Cooper (7) 

16 9006 ROILWG PATCH (48) F AistonS 10 0.._ GLae 

17 006060 SHES ALL HEART (26)LUncp 6XJ0 .WD«ritog(5) 

13 DOORK EDMEROUBOR) nvrfoodhou»4 100 .. BHtedng 

- 18 declared - 

‘feMiwil* «W Tiut handcap wwgtes- LWaraetefllls Btf HJfc.flrtfcig 
Pacft 9 fl 3te. Shea AH Heart Bst 3b, Eddie flombo SB m 
BETTMG 91 Swtlterey, 91 Weltarood,7-l DanteYiGtai, My Sekarel- 
to.S-1 Tipping Una, HM Dunrton Heath. 13-1 Jokm Charm. Mnmnnni. 
Supreme Spiea, 14-1 Major Koga, 191 ottere 

FORM VERDICT 

to whet tooka a tricky evert. K coiid be worth roktog a chance 
with TlPPfNG TINA, who looks on a tat mark, and wi be 
suited by the dryng-txit (pound. Tdp weight Sartftway. the 
conetaant My Satarotio and Supremo Spice are otters who 
should have common s m their favour 


BRINGING THE league cham- 
pionship down to their last 
game of the season was not 
enou gh for the Sharks and the 
Giants. Terrell Myers took it to 
the very last second yesterday, 
slotting home an 18ft jump- 
shot to land Sheffield the title in 
front of 11.143 fans at the MEN 
Arena. 

Myers sold the sweetest fake 
to two Manchester defenders 
before launching his shot and 
he was buried by team-mates, 
the coach, Chris Finch, and the 
bench players before the ball 
had barely swished through 
the net 

But the 25-year-old from 
New Haven, Connecticut, was 
on familiar territory. Last 
season his final-second shot 
won the League Trophy for 
Sheffield. This time he added 
the league title to the National 
Cup they won in January to re- 
peat Sheffield's double of 1995. 

“I said to Travis [Cardan] in 
the locker-room before the 
game, 'Give me the ball and HI 
win it’ If I get the ball I always 
believe I am going to hit the 
shot. I was as good as my 
word,” Myers said. 

Altiiough the championship 
has been settled before in the 
final game, never in league 
history have the two prospec- 
tive champions faced- each 
other in their last fixture with 
the title still in the balance. 

Sheffield should have 
clinched it last weekend but 
nerves at the free- throw line 
cost them an 84-81 defeat at 
struggling Chester Jets. That 
gave Manchester a second 
chance after their title hopes 
appeared to fade with the pre- 
vious weekend's defeat against 
London Towers. 

Finch, the first person to win 
the league as a player and a 
coach with the Sharks’ in 1995, 
said: “We’ve come through a 
tough week but we brought it 
down to the last shot If s ended 
up being a fantastic week." 


Slovenian holds on 
for narrow victory 


THE THAMES World Sculling 
Challenge, newly introduced 
alongside the Boat Race to 
produce a weekend of rowing, 
pushed its ancient rival into the 
shade yesterday afternoon with 
a cracking race. 

The Slovenian soldier; Iztok 
Cop, won by two feet after four 
and a half miles of struggle in 
the worst water the Tideway 
could produce. Closing on him 
for all of the last mile was 
Jamie Koven of the United 
States, who was technically in 
default for missing the central 
arch of Barnes Bridge. 

The struggle had developed 
from the first stroke, with Gio- 
vanni Calabrese taking an early 
lead and finding the best course 
until Barn Elms, where he 
began to stray to the south 
bank. 

The Canadian Derek Porter 
was looking strongest and cop- 
ing best with the rough condi- 
tions but Cop hung on to him 
until the Mile Post before mov- 




By Hugh matheson 


ing decisively through and tak- 
ing the better line to Harrods. 
There Cop swung wide and led 

Iforter way out of the stream be- 
fore cutting back in and shoot- 
ing Hammersmith several 
lengths in the lead. 

Porter tightened up into the 
head wind and was in last place 

behind Stefano Basalini, the 
1998 lightweight world cham- 
pion. when in the worst water 
and where the head wind met 
the tide caught a crab and 
turned turtle. 

The women’s race was no 
less exciting, with Miriam Bat- 
ten-Luke, the double sculls 
world champion and elder of 
the Batten girls, finishing a 
bare length ahead of her sister 
Gum, the single sculler. Even 
though she trains daily on this 
water Miriam managed to 
scrape Barnes Bridge 
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Sheffield Sharks players celebrate hi the MEN Arena 
after winning the League yesterday Mansoor Ahmed 

Myers in 
moment 
of magic 


l 
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BASKETBALL 


BY RICHARD TAYLOR 

Manchester Giants 85 

Sheffield Sharks 87 

But nerves stiffened the 
shooting fingers. Sheffield hit 
just two out of 12 three-point 
attempts in the first quarter as 
the teams struggled to score at 
even 30 per cent from open plqy. 

When John White opened 
the scoring with a three for 
Manchester it proved to be the 
biggest lead of the first quarter; 
before Myers and Kevin St Kitts 
also swapped three-pointers to 
tie the first quarter at 17-17. 

Incredibly, Giants never led 
again as the Sharks reverted to 
their slower game to exert a 
tenuous, but what proved to be 
unshakeable, control 

They led by eight and nine 
points in the third and as many 
as 10 in the fourth, but the 
Giants always hit back. When- 
ever big-name stars White or 
Tony Dorsey hit the spectacu- 
lar shot, Sheffield's blue-collar 
workers, Tbdd Cauthom, Iain 
McKinney and Michael Payne, 
responded. 

Before his winning shot, 
Myers made a play to break the 
hearts of the majority of fans in 
the second biggest crowd to 
watch a basketball game in 
England. With the Sharks ding- 
ing to an 84-83 lead, be missed 
a three-point attempt but then 
raced back to block a shot by St 
Kitts. 

Peter Scantlebury, choosing 
this game to become the first 
player to make 500 league 
appearances, scored one free 
throw to give Sheffield an 85-83 
lead before Dorsey tied the 
game from the line. 

Then, from an inbounds ball 
with just three-and-a-half sec- 
onds left on the clock, Myers 
took the pass then made time 
stand still to give the title to 
Sheffield. 
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Missed putts leave Montgomerie struggling 


NO ONE conveys dejection 
quite like Colin Montgomerie. 
The glories of sunrise on an- 
other beautiful southern morn- 
ing were no contest for the 
Scot's depression. Twelve 
hours after being forced to 
abandon his first round in the 
BellSouth Classic with two 
holes to pfey as dusk fell on 
Thursday evening, Mont- 
gomerie finished par; bogey 
yesterday for a level-par 72. 

Beforesetting off on his sec- 
ond round, Europe's No 1 was 
already in 68th place, nine 
behind leader Dufiy\teIdori; his 
ambitions limited to avoiding a 


By Andy Farrell 
in Atlanta 

first missed cut of the season. 
The prospects of him doing so 
declined when he went to the 
turn in one over with one birdie 
but two bogeys. 

hi 17 rounds this year Mont- 
gomerie has broken 70 just 
once. By comparison, David 
Duval's average score is 6R28. 
“It's the same old story: I'm 
afraid,” Monty said. “I haven't 
holed a putt over four feet” 
Few of Thursday afternoon’s 


starters, whose tee times were 
pushed back by the morning’s 
fog delay, climbed on to a 
leaderboard headed by Wal- 
dorf’s early 63. Montgomerie is 
for more at home on courses 
where par is a valued score, and 
yet this tournament has a field 
he should be able to dominate, 
as he does in Europe, with 
Duval and Davis Love the only 
other world top-10 players 
present 

Starting at the 10th, the Scot 
hit his tee shot to four feet at the 
short 16th and holed feat before 

getting up and down for another 

birdie at the par-five 18th. But 


Montgomerie has always found 
birdies cost more in dollars 
than pounds, or even euros. As 
darkness began to foil, his first 
missed green of the round pro- 
duced a bogey when he chipped 
to three feet but missed the 
putt 

Coming back to play the 
eighth and ninth over Greg 
Norman’s TPC course at Sug- 
arloaf at 7am is no one’s idea of 
fun The eighth is a long-dis- 
tance par-three of 248 yards and 
the ninth is a 465 yards par-four 
with a highly demanding tee 
shot 

The two holes illustrated 


Montgomerie’s typical State- 
side experience. At the eighth 
he was the only member of his 
group to make the green. Len 
Mattdace found a ditch on the 
right, took two more to make 
the green but holed a good 
bogey putt Pin high but 25 
feet horn the hole, Monty two- 
putted forpar 
At the ninth, his drive was 

the only one to find the fairway. 

Mattiace was up a bank on the 
left, Rick Pebr just off on the 
same side. Both were 40 yards 
behind the Scot but ran their 
second shots up just short of the 
green and chipped and putted 


for pan Manly missed the green 
on the left, elected to putt from 
three yards oft left it six feet 
short and missed that 
All three played the two 
holes in one over; but the evi- 
dence pointed to a further 
crumbling of Montgomerie's 
avowed belief that the tee shot 
is the most important shot in 
golf As he said last week U I am 
beginning to learn that it is the 
last one that is most important” 
While Nick Faldo and lan 
Woosnam were due to tee off in 
the afternoon after showing 
signs of improvement in time 
for the Masters with rounds of 


69 and 70 respectively, Miguel 
Angel Jimenez produced an 
impressive front nine of 82 to 
move to three under 
Jimenez was so overjoyed at 
receiving an invitation to file US 
Masters last month be went out 
and bought a new Ferrari, 
scored a 62 and later went on 
to win his home town tourna- 
ment in Malaga, the Thres- 
pana Masters. 

Now the 35-year-old, who 

was non-playing vice-captain at 

the last Ryder Cup and is in fine 
to make his debut in the match 
later this year, Is keen to 
improve on his only previous 


showing at Augusta, where he 
missed the cut four years ago. 

Given the form of his coun- 
trymen, he may end up the 
leading Spaniard ahead of 
two former champions. Seve 
Ballesteros is not playing 
here this week, but Jose 
Maria Oiazabal was three 
over after 27 holes, in which 
time he had suffered three 
double bogeys. 

Wbldorf has won just once on 
the American Ibur in the 1995 
Texas Open and currently does 
not have an invitation to the 
Masters. Bis last chance would 
be a victory here. 
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WIGAN’S OLD boys returned to 
haunt them as Kevin Ini’s late 
try gave St Helens victory in an 
epic worthy of all the rich tra- 
ditions of Good Friday derbys 
between the two dubs. 

Their last Easter meeting 
before Wigan move out of 
Central Park seemed to have 
slipped through Saints’ fingers 
when a Wigan team who had 
been under the cosh virtually 
throughout fashioned a try to 
take them into the lead with less 
than 10 minutes to play. 

Greg Florimo hoisted a high 
kirk Chris Smith made the 
fundamental mistake of allow- 
ing the ball to bounce and 
Danny Moore stretched to 
Haim it and score. When Andy 
Farrell l anded a difficult con- 
version to give Wigan a two- 
point advantage it looked as 
though all Saints’ domination 
'^had been in vain. 

However; Ellery Hanley's 
side showed him, on his own 
return to the ground where he 
achieved so much, that they can 
summon up the tenacity and de- 
termination that characterised 
his playing careen - 

WHh five minutes left, Karoo 
Cunningham made a probing 
run to the right, but there was 
still nothing on offer for Iro, Ms 
head swathed with bandages, 
when he took the ball. The 
Kiwi, so often a big-match win- 
ner few Wigan, .shrugged off 
tiro tackters and kept a third at 
bay as he plunged for the fine. 
It was a try and a result that 
Saints had earned. 

They had gone behind after 
10 minutes when Florimo swat- 
ted away an ineffectual dial- 
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BY PAVE HADFIELD 

Wigan Warriors 
St Helens 


12 

14 


lenge from Paul Sculthorpe to 
go over; but they set the pace 
for the rest of the first half. 

Saints battered the Wigan 
line without being aMe to break 
through and the home side 
even extended their lead 
against the run of play with a 
penalty from FhrreQ. 

When Anthony Sullivan 
narrowiy failed to squeeze in at 
the comer from Paul Newlove’s 
pass it seemed as though 
Wigan might have succeeded in 
weathering the storm but, 
immpcCatply before half- time. 
the same combination set up 
the crucial score. 

There was an element of 
luck about it, Ibmmy Martyn’s 
kick rebounding into bis arms 
and Newlove taking advantage 
of the overlap to give Sullivan 
the room he needed to mark his 
return to the side with a try 

Straight after the break 
Saints "struck again, with two 
more erf their former Wigan 
players responsible. Sean 
Long, whose departure as a 
make-weight in a transfer deal 
now looks one of Wigan’s less 
inspired pieces of- business, 
put up a high kick and Paul 
Atcheson, discarded after just 
one season at Central Park, 
leapt high to catch and score. 

Martyn’s conversion gave 
Saints a four-point lead that 
they held, thanks to their own 
determined defence and 


Wigan's tendency to drop the 
ball in promising positions. 

Hanley's perming of his 
depleted forward resources by 
using Fbreti Hrilagi in the sec- 
ond row for most erf the game 
was an unqualified success, 
and the youngsters, Mark 
Edmundson and Tim Jonkers, 
also made impressive contri- 
butions. So there was every rea- 
son for heads to drop after 
Moore’s try threatened to rob 
them of their reward. 

Even after Ire’s winner; 
Wigan thought they should 
have had an equalising penalty 
when Mick Cassidy had the 
ball ripped from his grasp. 

*!A couple of fight decisions 
went against us." said the Wigan 
coach, John Monie. "But we 
were ahead with eigh t minutes 
to go and we should have 
wrapped the game up. They [St 
Helens] showed a lot more char- 
acter; ft was more like fteTOgan- 
St Helens games from the past 

“Ellery is a very single- 
minded person, with a very 
strong self-belief and he hag 
made St Helens pretty hard to 
crack. They have a much bet- 
ter defence than last year” 

Hanley also had praise for 
hte players: *T never thought the 
chance had gone. If there’s 
time on the clock, there's 
always a chance. It was a big 
effort from the whole squad. We 
showed a lot of character." 



Wigan’s Paul Johnson is sent to earth by Phil Adamson, of St Helens, at Central Paris yesterday Allsport 

Roach subdues bold Salford 


_ RadJinsid: Robinson- Connolly. 
Moore. P Johnson; florimo. Rebec Come. 
Cassidy. O’Connor. Haughton. Gllmour. 
FarrefL Sab s Wa tte* nseds Mestrovt West. 
Balt Goldsplnk. 

St Helms: Atcheson; Tuitagj, Iro. 
Neurlove. Sul than; Manyn. Long: O’Neill, 
Cwningham. Nickte. Rerelini. Edmundson. 
Sculthorpe. Subsumes used: Stewart. 
Smith. lookers. 

r S Ctmurtngs (Widnes). 


WARRINGTON MAINTAINED 
their perfect start to the Super 
League season with some crisp 
finishing, but this was not one 
of Salford's supine perfor- 
mances and they too can take 
encouragement from the game. 

TWo tries from Jason Roach 
early in the second half settled 
it, but before and after that 
Salford showed a willingness to 
fight back that left their coach. 
Andy Gregory, in a relatively up- 
beat mood. In the opening min- 
utes. they were on the way to 
another humiliation with well- 
crafted tries from Lee Penny 
and Toa Kobe-Love putting 
Warrington eight points up. 


By pave Hadfield 

Salford Reds 
Warrington Wolves 


26 


Salford's initial fightback 
began with a mistake by Roach, 
when he carried a kick into 
touch. A clever inside ball from 
Bobby Thompson put Malcolm 
Aiker over for the try and 
Salford's self-belief was back. 

Shortly before half-time, a 
fine run from the dangerous 
Thompson set up the position 
from which Car! Briggs 
wormed his way over. Steve 
Blakeley's conversion produc- 
ing an unlikely half-time lead. 


Warrington should have 
wiped that out when Penny 
made an incisive break only to 
throw his pass behind Alan 
Hunte. They did not have long 
to wait. Ian Knott lobbing out 
the pass for the first of Roach’s 
touchdowns. Danny Fhrrar pro- 
vided the ball for the second as 
Salford were again caught on 
the blindside and when Michael 
Wainwright set up Mark 
Forster, and Lee Briers landed 
his third conversion of the hall 
Warrington again looked capa- 
ble of running away with it 
But then the best move of the 
match, initiated by Scott Mar- 
tin and Gary Broadbent yield- 


ed Alters second try and David 
Hulme’s last-minute effort, also 
converted, made the result look 
closer than the game was. 

For Gregory, a measure of 
pride in the wholehearted effort 
of his side has to be tempered 
by concern over where any 
actual wins are coming from. 
“We fought hack" he said. “But 
if you let in 26 points, you aren't 
going to win many games." 

Salford Reds: Bioadbem: Thompson. Ut- 
tler. Casey. Cange. Blakeley. Bnggr. South- 
ern. Aiker. Baynes. Hlghcon. J Falmalo. 
Huime. Substitutes used: Compton. Mar- 
lin. BradOuty. Morlcy. 

Mbrrfngton HIdIkk Benny; Roach. Kohe- 
Low. Hunte. Forster Wilson. Boers: Hilton. 
Fanar. NuriejL Gillies. Knott. Roper. Sub- 
sumes used: Me Currie. Chambers. Wam- 
wmght- 

Referee: R Connolly fWlganj. 
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Hide’s absence lets Francis seek place in spotlight 
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| A HEAVYWEIGHT champi- 
onship fight still dominates 
tonighfs promotion at Lon- 
don’s Royal Albert Hall and, in 
truth, Frank Warren’s show 
will not be diminished by the 
cancellation through injury of 
Herbie Hide's World Boxing 
Organisation championship 
defence agains t the American 
Orlin Norris. Hide’s lack of 
activity precludes him from 
bang toe attraction he could be 
but tonighfs gate will not suf- 
fer overfy 

If Hide seems destined to 

uniterachievement, then Julius 


BASKETBALL 

jM. MBA: Detroit 87 Boston 72: Washington 
-fM Orlando 73: Milwaukee 102 Chorion* 
94: Phoenix 93 Golden State 7ft Portland 
100 Sacramento 86. 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Bud- 
metaer Leagues Edinburgh Rods 73_ftS»- 
geot Bullets Birmingham 67. AM’s 
EntAifiK ttnmpaml pUf-off: 
Pau-Orthez (ft) 54 Kinder Bologna (H) 70. 
[Kinder Bologna meet Team System 
Bologna in -the semi-finals b Munich on 
20 April). 

BOXING 

The former heavyweight champion 
George Foreman has been subpoe- 
naed to testify before a federal grand 
Jury examining whether sanctioning 
organisations .sold rankings and 
arranged fights In return for money. 
One area being Investigated is 
whether the international Boxing 
Federation sold rankings and 
demanded money from promoters 
and fighters- 

THURSDAY'S UOT KESRIS: Pro-, 
rcsvfenal promotion '(Aston lima ' 
Leisure Centre, Birmingham) 6fd» 
M Scriven (Not- 
dnglum) bt A Houldey (Tipton) pcs: 
^ 6ttts ntbt-mfcMIttMlgtl*? J Steridtxi 
le# (Tipton) bt K Lang (Wddwmlnscw) pcs. 

' MkSand area ww fter we lgbf champi- 
obsUp: P Nfehtingale (Ppron) hr D BeB 

fWottOTEhafTi) pcs. W dtu w dg l ic JOMdi 
(flKtwwxfl 6t H l*Wfer (Berth) pa, u&e- 

w mgfir niami ons tup of a— ttha>r 

BVtazfc<8odfdfdJ bt ACatnpbell (Shep- 
herds Bcsn, London) pcs. 

football • 

Fine FA Premier 'League HaH of 
Fame has.' appointed , the former 


BOXING 


BY GLYN LEACH 

Frauds is his opposite. Bide, 
still only 27, is a former Ama- 
teur Boxing Association final- 
ist who turned pro in his teens 
and so seemed destined for pro- 
fessional success. Frauds, 34, 
has only been a pro for six years 
and had no amateur career to 
speak o t But tonight he 
replaces Hide in the spotlight 
and deservedly so. 

Frauds defends his British 
and Commonwealth titles 


' Football Association press officer, 
Mike Rarry, to head their commu- 
nications and media strategy. Par- 
ry. 44. a former senior executive at 
the Press Association and with 
national newspapers, see up die FAs 
media office with David Davies In 
1994-95. 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Na- 
tfcmMfdfi League Second DMstoae 
GDUngham 2 ResxBng l . UnBaod League 
ftaMwft Cap StaMteal »*conri-lf 

5ta!ybridge2 Droyfsden 3 (Droyisden win 

4-3 on aggre^te). Challenge Cup fourth 
renad replay: Farsley Cddc 0 HucknaB 
fcwn t . RynaH Isagaa Saoood DMtkac 
Met Wire 1 Lrigbton ■Rnwi 0. Dutch 
League: MW Maastricht 0 Roda JC 
KeriaadeO. 

GOLF 

nai50UTH CUS5IC (TPC at SagBT- 

toaf, Adata, Georgia) Hrst rend 
score* (US antes* stated. 42 ptapo 
nffl»CBapleteftacreaad)i63Dyini- 

dorf;«4GV«te{NZ5-.«RSabbadni{SA); 
66 D Dunl. Dftost Fbmwk (Svs^. 
S Maruyama (lapM); 68 G Day S Kendall. 
B FafaeL Jfrn GallagHet B Andrade. S Jones. 
P Tamgrang) (NZ). KSuflieriand. DLoue; 
69 N Faldo (GB). BR Brown. P Blackman 
S Fiesta. S Dunlap. B Henninger. C Beck. 
K Wencwonh. F ungham. M Weir. J L 
Lewis. B Hughes (Aus): 70 B Gelberger. 
M ReW. I Woosiwm (GS), T Dodds ptem], 
M Begay B Friend. K Triplett, K Perry E 
Toledo (Mec), S Verpianfc: 71 w Grady 
(AUS). 0 Toms. J Huston. C Smith. T PW- 
nlce, P Jordan. D Bare GHUL A Branon. 
B Tway. 5 Qnk; 72 O Pride, D Stockton 
Joe J Ouranc B Bums, D Seawdl W Aisbn. 
D Ban-on, F LkJdlter. J Magmnes, 5 Mc- 
Carren, G Ifiertstedt (Swe). J Haw. JP 
Hayes; 73 M Brisky L Poner. PStankows- 
hl. F Couples. Jeff Gallagher. PGoydos, R 


against the unbeaten prospect 
Danny w illiams in a domestic 
showdown between south Lon- 
don “faces”, men who have 
worked the doors on some of 
the toughest dubs in the coun- 
fay and become known for their 
ability to handle themselves 
when things get nasty. 

At one time, he admits, 
Francis was the cause and not 
the cure in matters of civil dis- 
order. The Woolwich-based 
champion’s past, be confesses, 
features football hooliganism 
under Millwall colours and 
small-scale drug d ealin g 


Williams. 25, is more circum- 
spect but admits to being ‘a bit 
of a lad" in Brixtom 

Botb are now born-again 
Christians and prescribes of 
the virtuous life, but their 
street-level reputations pre- 
cede them and their fight was 
always the main attraction on 
this show, not Hide’s, nor the 
replacement headliner which 
sees Mexico’s WBO super- 
bantamweight champion. 
Marco Antonio Barrera, defend 
his title against the Liver- 
pudlian challenger Paul Lloyd. 

Francis has done more than 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Cochran. R Damron, T Loustakx. J Bitot;. 
M WIebe. T Schemer. G Sisk. 0 Briggs. C 
Rauiereon. D Sutherland. R AllenOy (Aus). 
MA Jimenez (Sp). C Pavin. L Janzen: 74 
P H organ. B Cheesman, P Azinger. M CaJ- 
eaweedua, M Gill 1 Purdy; 75 B Bates. A 
Bean. J Green. C Franco (Par). B Bryanr. 
Larry ranter. JM Oiazabal (Sp). F Nob Ha 
(NZ). W Wood; 76 MOzaJd (Japan). J Dds- 
K® 77 J Godwin: 80 C Couch. WdKfenK 
T Armour. 

ICE HOCKEY 

Detn*2 tasAflgeles 1; NY islanders 
5 Florida 3: New Jersey 7 Anaheim l ; 
Chicago 2 Buffalo 1: Danas 6 Tampa Bay 
4; Toronto 6 Vancouver 5: Colorado 3 San 
Jose 2. 

RUGBY UNION 

Andrew Mefirtens, the All Black 
stand-off. led the Canterbury Cru- 
saders toa 28-21 victory over the 
Auscrafen Capital Territory Brumbies 
In their Super 1 2 match in Canber- 
ra last night. Mehrtens contributed 
23 points to guide. the defending 
Super 12 champions to their first 
victory on Australian soil. 

SUPER 12: (Canberra): Canterbury 
Crusaders (NZ) 28 Australian Capital Ter- 
ritory Brumbies 21. 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Uader- 
19HmU SmHM {CanUffl: Ne« 
Zealand 21 htiand 15; Vfeles 10 Sou* 
Africa 10 (ftUes win an counaxKH). 

SWIMMING 

WORLD SHORT COURSE CHAMPI- 
ONSHIPS (Hong Kong): Mere 400m 
fre es tyle. Heat l:1M Kwok (HK) 3mln 
S4.3Sseq 2 B Morgan (US) 3.56 J 5. 
Kdt 2: 1 E BrembOla fit) 3:44.50; 2 L 
Lima (Br) 3:47.58 «SBi 4 G Smith 


3:52.31. Heat 3: \ G Hackett iAusj 
3:40.67; 2 J Carstensen (Deni 3;46.04. 
Heat 4i 1 1 Thrope (Aus) 3 43.35. 2 M 
Rosollno (It) 3:43.88; 3 P Palmer (GOrj 
3:48.79. 4x2 OOm freestyle relas. 
Heat 1: 1 Brazil (Saez. Casro Rotao. 
Cordeiro. Lea 1 1 7:1 5.94. 2 Canada (John- 
ston, Lupien. Say Johns) 7:16.74, 3 
Netherlands (Van tier lyden. Zuydweg. 
Wennetes. Willemse) 7:19.42. Heat 2i 

1 Great Britain (Meadows. Spaceman, 
aayton, Slndairi 7:11.60: 2 Russia 
(Kouzrrvn. Korshunov. Kapralov. Egorov) 
7:14.99 Hnafc 1 Netheriands |P\*nDen 
Hoogenband. J Kenkhuls. M Zudyweg. M 
VUouda) 7ml 04.48sec: 2 Great Britain 
(6 Meadows. S Brlnn. P Palmer. E Sin- 
clair) 7:07.20: 3 Canada |M Johnsron. B 
Johns. R Say Y Lupien) 7-.0B.02; 4 Rus- 
sia (M Korshunov. D Kouzmin. A Egcrov. 
A Kapralov) 7:09.40 200m back- 
stroke, Heat 1: 1 L Diaz (Arg) 2 03 20. 

2 W Nien-pin CTaiw) 2 03.93 Heat 2: 
1 A Ruckwcod (GB) 1:56.30. 2 L Cos- 
ta (Br) 1:56.76: 3 V Seller (Rus) 
1:56.85. Heat 3: 1 J Watson (Aus) 
T :55.07; 2 M VersfekJ (Can) 1.S5 47.3 
R Falcon (Cub) 1:56.12. Heat 4: 1 A 
Radley (Ausj 1 :56 19; 2 S OstapttaOuk 
(Rus) 1:56.73: 3 M Mxhovic (Skwak) 
1 :57.07. IOOib butterfly: 1 L Froian- 
det (Swe) SI 45; 2 M Klim (Aus\ 51 56. 

3 J Hickman (GBt 51 .60. 50m freestyle: 
1 M Fester (GB) 2 1.81:2JMeuans (Arg) 
21 .84: 3 M Veens (Nern) 2 1 88 400m 
freestyle; i G Hataetr lAusi 3'35 0t 
(Worid record): 2 1 Thorpe |Aus) 3 35 64. 
3 IW1 Rosollno (It) 3‘42.81 GB: 6 P 
Palmer 3:46.34. 200m backstroke: 1 
J Watson (Aus) 1:54 67. 2 M Vers field 
(Can) 1.55.42: 3 S Oscapchuk (Rusi 
1 :S5.61 : 5 A Rudcwood (G9) 1 -56.04 
Women: 200m breaststroke, Heat 1: 
1 YK Lei (HK) 2:41.73; 2 CW Lam |Maci 
2:42J5. Heat 2: 1 A Peczafc (Pol! 
2^5.77: 2 OMoluunoua |Rus) 2.27.97. 


was ever expected of liim. but 
here he attempts to win out- 
right ownership of a coveted 
Lonsdale Beit by winning his 
third British title fight. The 
contest was originally due to 
take place two months ago but 
if anything, has become more 
intriguing for it. 

When Williams withdrew 
with flu, the unbeaten and high- 
ly touted Nottingham heavy- 
weight Pele Reid. Brendan 
Ingle-trained and explosive, 
stepped in. The champion had 
lost seven of his previous 25 
fights and was expected to be 


3 L Becerra \Sp) 2 2fi 7' GB: 5 L Hind- 
marsh 2.30.67. Heat 3: 1 0 Hm iCm 

2 27.30: 2 E AiiStevcIi |Nor| 2 27 37 GB: 
5 H Earp 2-30 27. Htat 4: 1 M Taruko 
(Japan) 2.24 15. 2 P Herr* (Sa, 2 25 <6 

3 B Becue (Bel) 2^7 36 100m kndMdual 
medley, Heat 1: 1 C Hiu-van i.HKi 
1 07 72: 2 C Pitaenng (Fi|ij 1-08 U Q. 3 
Weng-rong |Maci 1 05 91 Heat 2: 1 J 
Russell |SA| 1-02 75. 2 N Kr?|ZJi iSlowru 
1 03 01 . Hut 3:1M McratrciTva (&*<jvjM 
1.00 35: 2 O Wsrevka [Rus) I 02 36 Hut 
4: 1 J Thompson (US) 30 |ittv« 
record); 2 H Xue (Ch) 1 .02 ? 3. 3 A Wind- 
sor (Aus) V03.14. 100m freestyle: 1 J 
Thompson {US) 53.24. 2 S Voelhei iGer) 
53 76. 3 S Rolpn iGBi 53 78 (Bnhsn J r<l 
Commonwealth record) 100m back- 
stroke: 1 M Ndkamura (Japan; 56 67 2 
K Srefanyshln (Can| T -00 ‘•Z, 3 £ 'iammfl 
Clan] 100.49. 200m breast-stroke ; 1 
M Tanaka (Japanl 2 20 22 2 P Heyns i5A> 
7 24 27; 3 h Qi (Chj 2.25.05 SOm but- 
terfly-. 1 1 Thompson (U5) 26 15. 2 A 
hammerling (Swe) 26 21 : 3 I tie Broi]i- 
|N»rh| 26.4 1 . 800m freestyle: t C Hm’ 
IChn) 8 20 1 3: 2 R Harris (Ausi & :i i 0 
3 F Rigamonti |6win 6 26 3t. 4 k 
V lieghuis |NeBi| 8 29 41 . 5 C ueurp. ||*rthl 
fl 31 99. 61 Boune (Fri 6 37 06 7 fc Fe- 
drazzmr (Aus) 8:37 07. 8 S Codings iGBI 
8.37.76 

TENNIS 

WTA TOUR FAMILY CIRCLE CUP 
(Hilton Head, South Carolina) 
Women's singles third round: P 

Schnyrier (SvjIc) bt I Mjpii (Cioa) 7-6 h- 3 
N Zvereva (Bela) br N DeOiv Hi) u-3 7-6 
E Likhovtseva (Rusj bt M Seles iUSi 7-6 
6-2 > Novotna (Cz Rep) t>r 6 Farina (if) 
5-7 7-5 6-3; M Hingis (5™i) bt C Mar 
tine; (Spl 7-5 6-1. 

DAVIS CUP: IMoHd Group first round: 
(Llelda, Sp) Spain w Brazil: C Moya 

|5pi br F Mekgem ^Bi| 6-2 6-7 6-0 A- 4 * 


overwhelmed by a rampant 
Reid. But Francis stopped Reid 
in three for a major upset 
Prior to that fight Williams 
- unbeaten in 15 - had been 
expected to have little problem 
with Francis. But Reid’s fete 
has changed the perception of 
the champion. Now it is not so 
much the losses on bis record 
that are noted, but to whom 
those defeats occurred. Zeijko 
Mavrovic. Axel Schulz and 
Vitali Klitseko. to name three, 
are world-class fighters, while 
Brighton’s Scott Welch is a for- 
mer world title chaflengec Sud- 


A<:.iriet(3i iSpi l«c w G Kuerten 3-6 4-6 

5- 7 (Srj Scores tied M. ( Frank rurt. 
Ger) Germany v Russia: T Haas IGer) 
teal M Safin 6-7 6-4 6-3 2-6 9-7 Ger- 
many lend 1-0. fltaObanan, Sme) Swe- 
den u Skivahla: K Kucera (Slovak) br T 
Johanssan e- 1 7-6 2-6 6-3 Slovakia leoa 
1-0 (Harare, Zim) Zimbabwe ■ Aus- 
tralia: B Black |Zimj (>( M PTililppoUS- 
jis 6-3 3-6 4-6 6-3 7-5. < imbottm lead 
1-0 (Nlmes, Fr) France v NeAer- 
lands: R Kratlcek (Ncrh) br J Golmard 
t Fi| 3-6 ii-6 7-6 6-n 6-2 Netherlands 
lend l-O (Neutaacel. Swfc) Switzer- 
land v Italy: M Rosser (Svvu) bt G Pozzi 
7-6 6-4 7-6. (Birmingham, Eng): 
Britain w USA: J Courier (US) bt T Hen- 
man (GB) 7-6 2-6 7-6 6-7 7-5. USA lead 
1-0 

As (a -Oceania Group second-round 
(Christchurch, NZ) New Zealand u 
South Korea: Lee Hygng-lam (S Kor) bi 
M liefcea (NZ) 7-5 6-0 64 B 5men (NZ) 
bt Song Hyeong-Keun (S hc>r| 6-3 6-4 64. 
hrnnti " Inti 1-1 Asia/ Oceania zone 
group one second-round relegation 
playoff (Calcutta) buSa w China: L 
(Indt bt Zharig Vu (Cn) 64 62 6-3. 5 Faza- 
lu.Jdm iln.l) bi Zhu Ben-qiang (Cn) 7-66-3 

6- *4 India ieaa .‘-tj Asla/Oceanla zone 

group two second-round relegation 
playoff (Tokyo): Japan ■ Uzbekistan: 
I Si'iuLi (Jupan| bt V KvtsenVv (Uzb) 6-3 
6-4 7 5 G Motcmura (Japan) Dt O 
OgOiOdow [Uzb) 6-2 6-7 2-6 7-6. Japan 
■hh ’-O Asia/Oceania zone group two 
relegation play-off lAIrtuty. Kaz) 
Kazakhstan > Sri Lanka: A krfryuk (Kaz| 
br A uouriuigoda 1 5 Lanka) 6-3 3-6 6-0 
n-Ji F’ &jrani>v (Kau bt j WiicyeseVera |S 
Larva) 6-* 4.£. 6-a 6-1 6-1 Karakhsian 
•K'ta: Euro/AfrKan zone group one 

second- round (Helsinki) flnland * 
Israel: T hotoLj (Fm> lust to E Ran [Isr] 
3 6 2-1 : A-t- V LiuVLj? (Fin) bt E Erlich [1 st] 

6-16-16-3 ici-ns l-l 


denly it is being noticed that 
Williams's record contains no 
such names. Some even won- 
der whether this fight could 
turn out to be man against boy. 

However Williams, who is 
rumoured to have floored Hide 
in sparring recently, is toe man 
on toe up and has a consider- 
able size advantage. This de- 
spite Francis’s new-found 
success resulting in his being 
featured in adverts for body- 
building supplements. Youth 
should prevail towards the end 
of this 12-rounden but Wiliams 
will have to earn it 


White on 
course for 
return to 
Crucible 


SNOOKER 


By wyn Griffiths 

JIMMY WHITE made a promis- 
ing start in his effort to secure 
a 19th consecutive appearance 
in toe televised stages of the 
Embassy World Championship 
yesterday at Telford. 

The Whirlwind, an ever- 
present at toe Crucible since he 
made his debut as a profes- 
sional in the 1981 season, held 
a healthy 6-3 lead over Dean 
Reynolds after the first session 
of their final qualifying round 
encounter. 

It meant that White required 
only four of toe re maining 10 
frames last night to have his 
name included in the draw for 
the first round propei; to be con- 
ducted on Grandstand on 
BBCl this afternoon. 

Reynolds, only released 
from a drink-driving jail term a 
fortnight ago, had high hopes of 
wrecking White’s proud Cru- 
cible record, having already 
ousted the 1986 world champi- 
on, Joe Johnson, 10-5 in the pre- 
vious round. 

However; White, successful 
in six of his previous seven 
meetings with Reynolds, fired 
in a confident 60 break in the 
opening frame and always 
looked in control from then on. 
Bysnatchinga scrappy second 
frame on the brown, and 
putting together runs of 37, 32 
and 104 - the 198th century of 
his career - White smoothly 
moved 4-1 ahead. 

Reynolds found a reply and 
temporarily stopped the rot by 
accounting for the sixth frame 
before White, a semi-finalist 
on his two most recent tour- 
nament appearances, at the 
Liverpool Victoria Charity 
Challenge and the Benson and 
Hedges Irish Masters, further 
increased his lead. 

Contributions of 72 and 53 
served to push him into a 6-2 
lead and although Reynolds 
salvaged the last frame of the 
afternoon. White, a six times 
Wxid Championship runner-up, 
remained handily positioned 

The most surprising score- 
line of the day was a com- 
manding 8-1 lead for world No 
74 Joe Perry over Stoke’s for- 
mer Asian Open champion, 
Dave Harold who constructed 
a 136-total clearance to claim 
his solitary frame. Defeat, 
which now looks highly likely, 
would be a serious blow for 
Harold currently standing 13th 
on the provisional world list and 
battling for a spot among the 
elite top 16 next season. 

Darren Morgan, who cap- 
tained Wales to their Nation's 
Cup triumph in January, was 
held 2-2 early on before pulling 
away to lead Nick Pearce 7-2. 


RUGBY LEAGUE RESULTS 


JJB SPORTS 
SUPER LEAGUE 

Wean 16) 12, 5c Helens (4) 1*. Wigan: 
THes Florimo. Moore; Goals Farrell 2 St 
Helens: Trie* Atcheson. Iro. Sullivan. 
Goals Martyn. 16.283. 

London (6) 12, HnD (0) 10. London: 
THes Fleming, SobokJ: Goals Warton 2. 
Hulk Tries Leathern. Roberts. Goals Hol- 
las. 3.472. 

Salford ( 1 0) 22, Warrington (8) 26. Sal- 
ford: THes Aiker 2. Briggs. Huime: 
Goals Blakeley 3. Warrington: THes 
Roach 2. Forster, Kohe-Love. Penny; 
Goals Briers 3. 6 .249. 

P W D L F APts 


St Helens 3 

Bradford 3 

London 3 

Warrington 3 

Wigan 3 

Wakefield 2 

Halifax 2 

CastleTord 2 

Leeds 3 

Huddersfield _2 

Sheffield 2 

Gateshead 2 

Salford 3 

Hull 3 


0 78 46 
0 44 23 
0 62 48 
0 61 50 


2 1 0 S6 32 


I 32 22 
1 3130 
1 26 29 


50 58 
32 41 
26 44 
36 58 
44 78 
19 78 


Atkinson 3. Clark 3. Magorgun. Manihera 
Salmon Goals Holt 1 1 350. 

Leigh (10) 22. Widnes (11) 23. Leigh: 
Tries raircloogri 2. Ingram. Street; Goals 
Wingfield 3. Widnes: THes Crnchiey 2. 
Qntlllon. Salisbury: Goals Hwntt 3. 
Drop goal: Hewitt. 2.750. 

Serinton (10) 28, Rochdale (12) 24. 
Ssrtnton: THes Henare, McCabe. Price- 
JoneS. Rodgers. Stevens; Goals Watson 
4. Rochdale: THes Cousins. Fitzgerald. 
Knowles. Marsh; Goals Foy 4. 1 .043. 
Workington (10) 30, Whftehaiien (IQ) 
16. Workington; Tries Dempsey 2. 
Samuels. Stalker Goals Close 7. White- 
haven: THes Kitchen, Seeds: Goals Hei- 
henngton 3. Kitchen. 3.124. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


'does not include last night's games: 
Casllefoftl v Halifax. Gateshead v Wake- 
HekS. Sheffield v Hudders/teftf 

NORTHERN FORD 
PREMIERSHIP 

Hull K R (141 22. Tforit (6) 16. Hull K 
R: THes Gene. R Smith. Taewa: Goals 
Charles 5. ferfc: THes Goddard. Lambert 
Pailister. Goals Benn 2. 2.401 
Lancashire Lynx (8) 16. Barrow [26) 
58. Lancashire Lynx: THes Soloman 2. 
Murray . Goats Murray 2. Btmvr. THes 


The non-white 
clubs who have 
resigned from the 
15-team Namibian 
rugby league after 
a race row uhth 
their union. 
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Nigeria 

to keep 

lights 

shining 


NIGERIANS OFFICIALS were 
working feverishly at final 
preparations for the World 
Youth Cup yesterday to prove 
wrong critics who foresaw dis- 
aster if the tournament was 
held in Africa's most populous 
nation. 

Prostitutes and down-and- 
outs have been cleared from the 
streets, police have stepped 
up night patrols to beat armed 
robbers and the National Sta- 
dium in Lagos has been given 
a fresh lick of paint ahead of the 
opening ceremony today. 

“Everything wfll be readty be- 
fore Saturday." said Alim Musa, 
one of the organisers in Lagos, 
where Nigeria kick off against 
Costa ft'ca to start the 24-nation 
competition which ends on 24 
ApriL 

Organisers are confident 
seven other venues will also be 
ready on time. But despite 
assurances from Fifa, the 
game's world governing body, 
fears still abound among some 
foreign players about a coun- 
try with a reputation for polit- 
ical instability, violent crime, 
fuel and power shortages, 
tropical disease and transport 
accidents. 

The South Korean team ar- 
rived last weekend with enough 


FOOTS ALL 


BY PAUL SHORT 

bottled water to last throughout 
the tournament 

Nigeria was stopped from 
hosting the tournament in 1995 
because of security and health 
concerns. This time, authorities 
have had to ensure that ambu- 
lances and helicopters are on 
stand-by to evacuate players 
who are severely ill, and thus 
not have to take their chances 
in local hospitals. 

“Fifa and the teams are 
concerned about our health fa- 
cilities and we're ready to 
prove them wrong," Ahdul- 
salami Nasidi, the head of the 
medical team for the event, 
said. 

Fallowing democratic elec- 
tions in February, General 
Abdulsalami Abubakar’s mili- 
tary government has made a 
successful Nigeria 99 its top pri- 
ority before stepping down on 
29 May in what will be an end 
to 15 years of army rule. 

However, Nigerians worry 
that visitors will still find them- 
selves plunged into darkness by 
power cuts and unable to get 
around because of fuel short- 
ages due to the failure of re- 



FOOTBALL 
R ESULTS 


A Lagos sign writer applies the finishing touches to team banners for today* s opening ceremony of the World Youth Cup in Nigeria Reuters 


fineries in Africa's biggest oil 
producer. 

“"We have been told to ensure 
there is power for all the venues 
so lights don't go out during the 
game, as well as places like 
hotels where a lot of people are 
gathered to watch," a senior 
official with the state power 
company Nepa, confirmed “We 
don't want to provoke a riot " 

With few foreign support- 
ers expected to attend the 
event most tickets are likely to 


go to Nigerians at a minimum 
of 250 Naira (£1.70) a seat - a 
high price in a country where 
most civil servants earn less 
than £i a day. 

But as workers hammer the 
last nails into the village of 
wooden kiosks and stalls being 
built for vendors, fans are com- 
plaining that the tickets have 
still not gone on sale. 

Local journalists are bitter 
over a chaotic process to 
accredit them for games. Even 


more unhappy are prostitutes, 
who have threatened nude 
protests at matches and in the 
streets after local organisers 
stopped them from soliciting in 
hotels where players and spec- 
tators are lodged. 

"Don't worry, the prostitutes 
have not gone. They have to be- 
have more decently during the 
tournament" said Emmanuel 
Abudu. a car park attendant at 
Bar Beach, a notorious pick-up 
spot where dozens of beer par- 


lours were bulldozed ahead of 
the tournament 

Poland's sports mini ster, 
Jaeek DembskL said yesterday 
he would resign if the country's 
football authorities failed to 
elect new leaders within the 
next four months. 

DembskL who has repeat- 
edly tried to force out the old 
guard from the Polish football 
association, the PZPN, over 
alleged financial mismanage- 
ment and incompetence, said 


he would leave his post if new 
leaders were not elected by 8 
August 

Fife has given the PZPN 
until 8 April to comply with its 
regulations or risk the Polish 
national side being thrown out 
of the European Champi- 
onship. 

Poland who are in Eng- 
land's qualifying group, lost 1-0 
athome to Sweden on Wednes- 
day, four days after losing to 
England at Wembley. 


Campbell starts fresh contract talks Scots °P en door t0 


TOTTENHAM HAVE Opened 
talks with Sol Campbell in an 
effort to secure his services 
beyond the two remaining 
years on his contract And 
although the Spurs manager, 
George Graham, admits there 
could be “a big turnover" of 
players at White Hart Lane 
this summer Darren Anderlon 
and David Ginola could be the 
next to be offered longer deals. 

Anderton and Ginola will 
soon be into the final year of 
their current contracts and 
nearing the stage where, under 
Bosman laws, they can be 
legally approached by other 
clubs who want to sign them 
once those deals expire. 

Both have indicated they 
want to stay at Tottenham now 
that the dub is back in Europe 
via victory in the Worthington 


By Bill pierce 


Cup final two weeks ago, and so 
has Campbell, whose agent, 
Skyiet Andrew, has been at the 
dub this week. 

Campbell said: “We are still 
at an early stage of a very long 
road. After all. I’ve still got two 
years left on rqy present con- 
tract but I'm certainly willingto 
listen to any new ideas.” 

Graham said: “These mat- 
ters are out of my jurisdiction 
butl believe fee dub is having, 
or will soon have, talks wife Sol 
about his contract Obviously, 
you want to keep your best play- 
ers and as far as I'm concerned 
there is a future here for every- 
one apart from two or three 
we've already put on fee trans- 
fer list 

“But it is no secret there is 


going to be a big turnover of 
players at Spurs while I'm here. 
The main thing is that we need 
more of them because at fee 
moment fee squad is too small 

“Tve made very few changes 
In the team since I came here 
in October because there has 
not been much room for change 
even though we’ve bought Tim 
Sherwood, Mauricio Taricco 
and Steffen Freund. I'm train- 
ing with a squad of only about 
18 senior players. 

“We’ve got away wife it so far; 
mainly because the walking 
wounded that always seemed to 
be here have suddenly got up 
and just walked. The treat- 
ment room is dear just now 
apart from the long-term in- 
juries of John Scales and now 
Ramon Vega, but we may not 
always be so lucky. 


Tm hearing some specula- 
tion we may have a possible 
three new signings in fee sum- 
mer but Td hope for more than 
that - quite a few more. 

“The chairman knows what 
I want for the future although 
1 haven’t actually nominated 
any names yet because I'm 
still very much concerned with 
this season rather than next 
We have just won one cup and 
are in the semi-finals of another 
And there are some very big 
games left in the league. 

“But I think it is inevitable 
players will jump in and out of 
dubs with increasing frequency 
from now on. It has been hap- 
pening on fee continent for 
quite a while and it is accepted 
dy fee fans in Europe. 

“The fens here in Britain 
haven't quite accepted players 


swapping clubs one season 
after another but I think they’ll 
have to get used to it because 
it will happen more and more." 

Graham has denied sugges- 
tions there has been an 
approach from Kevin Keegan’s 
Fulham for England striker 
Les Ferdinand. 

Graham, whose side are at 
home to Worthington Cup final 
victims Leicester City today 
and away to FA Cup semi-final 
rivals Newcastle United on 
Monday, has already bad a £4m 
offer for the West Ham mid- 
fielder Frank Lampard turned 
down, but he is sure to make a 
fresh move. 

Graham has also been 
linked with the Norwich City 
forward Craig Bellamy and the 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
striker Robbie Keane. 


reluctant Ferguson 


THE NEWCASTLE UNITED 
striker Duncan Ferguson is 
unlikely to return to the Scot- 
land squad despite pleas from 
fee national team manager 
Craig Brown, says the player's 
agent, Blair Morgan. 

“As far as I am aware there's 
been no change in the drcum- 
stances since Duncan wrote to 
the Scottish Football Associa- 
tion before the World Cup 
telling them he had retired 
from international football" 
said Morgan. 

“I am going to see him next 
week but as things stand at the 
moment he hasn't changed his 
mind and he doesn't intend to 
either" Morgan told the Scot- 
tish Sun. 

Brown was hoping to use 
Tommy Craig, the former Scot- 


land Under-21 manager on fee 
coaching staff at Newcastle, 
as an intermediary to put the 
prospect of a Scotland come- 
back to the player 
Scotland have a double 
header wife fee Faroe Islands 
and a second meeting with fee 
Czech Republic in Prague in 
June. t 

Ferguson, who has never 
scored for Scotland, won the 
last of his seven caps in fee 
goalless draw with Estonia in 
Monaco in February 1997. 

Brown said: “I know that 
many people want Duncan to 
play for Scotland, his previous 
and current managers have 
said as much, so if he is fit I will 
make a representation to him. 
The door is open for Duncan 
Ferguson if he wishes." 


FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

p a D L F APB 
Winn UEd ....30 1 8 9 3 66 31 S3 

JSUai 30 16 113 42 13 53 

29 15 113 44 2SW 

L»«fcgT- 30 IS 9 6 49 27 5* 

W fw Ham -30 13 7 1034 39*6 
Aston VI1U 30 12 8 1039 37*4 
dSS5.„!“..30 11 118 32 324* 
MnbMaa 50 10- 10103* 44 40 
UwpoaT-.JB 11 6 11523739 
TotSSSZm .. 29 9 128 343439 
MhMIutn 29 9 I2B 39 40 39 
Newcastle .30 10 8 12384138 
5beffUted..30 10 5 1535 3335 
Leicester ...28 B. 101028 3734 
CeWHtry —30 8 7 15314231 

Bruton 30 7 10 1 323 35 31 

Blecfcbora ..30 7 9 1432 42 30 

Soton 30 8 5 1728 56 29 

Chariton 29 6 101333 40 28 

Netan Frat 30 4 8 1827 59 20 
"does not Include last night's game 

NATIONWIDE 

LEAGUE 

FIRST DIVISION 

P W D L P A fts 
Sunderland 38 25 10 3 74 23SS 
IpeMch —...38 22 7 9 54 2573 
Bradford ....38 21 7 1 066 39 70 
Birmingh am 38 19 11 8 59 31 88 

Bolton 37 17 1 3 7 68 50 64 

Wolves J8 17 11 1058 37 62 

ShefT UKL...38 1 5 11 1261 56 56 
Hnddraf te M 39 14 131255 61 55 

Watford 38 14 131151 50 55 

Wen Bran 38 15 8 1561 59 53 

Grimsby 36 15 8 1336 39 53 

CMM 39 13 131353 59 52 

Norwich —38 12 141251 52 50 
imamere — 39 1 1 161253 5149 
Barnsley —39 11 151349 47 48 
Stockport ..38 10 151343 47 45 
Forasmoath 39 10 131 650 60 *3 
Swindon ....38 10 101851 67 40 

OPR 37 10 101741 47 40 

Oxford Utd 39 9 11 1939 63 38 

Bury 38 7 151629 5136 

PWtVMe— 37 10 5 22386835 
Grawe ...... .38 8 9 214 3 74 33 

Bristol aty 37 5 141845 70 29 
■does not include last night's game 

SECOND DIVISION 

Oldham (1) 1 Imxm <l) —1 

Garnett 62 Gray 5 

Luton's Gavin McGowan sent off. 89 
p H D L f A Pa 

Pelham 37 26 6 5 63 26 84 

Pmnon 37 21 9 7 68 35 72 

Walsall 36 20 8 B 5) 40 68 

....37 19 10 8 58 34 67 
_..38 17 14 7 61 35 65 
.....38 17 14 7 52 28 65 

Wigan - 35 17 7 11 55 35 58 

Rauttu 39 15 12 12 49 51 57 

SarinT? 36 18 3 1546 44 57 

HBOwan 38 15 101345 45 55 

Chesterfield 36 15 9 1241 34 54 

Lntwi - ..38 12 101644 52 46 

Blade pool ...37 11 131335 42 46 
lHmaham .....36 11 11 1437 51 *4 
Bristol Ran 37 9 14 1448 45 41 

Notts Co .. -36 11 8 1743 53 41 

Writ 37 10 9 1845 65 39 

CekfiesMr— 37 8 15 1440 55 39 

Bamley 37 9 11 1741 68 38 

Oldham 36 10 8 2038 54 38 

Llmmfai City- 36 10 6 2034 59 36 

Wycombe 37 8 101938 48 34 

Mcdcsfld 36 8 9 1929 45 33 

Horttumpm 37 7 12 1828 45 33 
•does not Include Colchester v Preston 
or Northampton v Bournemouth 

THIRD DIVISION 

P W D L F A Pn 

Cardiff -.38 20 9 9 55 33 69 

Can* Utd ....36 20 7 9 65 40 67 
Brantford —36 19 4 1358 50 61 
Somthorae -37 18 5 1459 52 SB 
Leyton O... -36 16 11 9 51 43 59. 
Saransaa —36 15 11 1043 38 56 
Rotherham ..36 1 5 10 1 1 66 49 55 
Mansfield ...37 16 7 14 53 55 55 

HaUlhx 37 14 12 1 1 49 44 54 

Plymouth 37 15 9 1345 33 54 

Petarbreh —38 15 8 1558 51 53 
DarSneMn. ..36 14 8 1454 47 SO 

£raw 36 >3 10 1336 35 49 

Chaster 38 11 15 1246 53 *8 

S hr ew s tare .37 12 12 1343 48 48 
..-37 13 8 16 46 57 47 

38 14 5 1943 56 47 

-...37 12 1114 36 42 47 

Ibranay 38 10 15 1342 46 45 

Soo di and 38 11 10 1742 51 43 

Halt 38 12 7 1937 54 43 

Carlbio 38 9 12 1733 42 39 

Hartlepool ...37 9 10 1844 60 37 
Scarbaryh ...36 11 4 2 138 63 37 

SCOTTISH 
PREMIER DIVISION 
P W O L P A Pts 
Raneera. ......28 19 5 4 63 24 62 

CoWc 28 15 8 5 67 25 53 

Hhaanmcli 28 12 10 6 32 20 46 
St Johnstne .28 11 9 B 32 35 42 
MotherwaB .38 7 10112741 31 

Aberdeen 28 8 7 1331 49 31 

Dnndee ... -38 8 6 1424 45 30 
Dnadae Utd..27 7 8 1228 31 29 
Dimfenalm..28 4 15 9 22 38 27 

Hearts - 27 6 6 1522 40 24 

RYMAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE first 
DMdoa: Carney Island 1 Why ce tea re 

SCREMF1X DIRECT LEAGUE Plwnfcr 
DtubloK Bideford 1 Barnstaple Town 
0; Caine Town 1 VtfestburyUtd3; Chip- 
penham Town 0 Meiksham Town Cfc tJ- 
mote 1 Tiverton Town 4; Keynsham 
Town 0 Bishop Sutton 2; MangotsfleW 
Utd 1 Bristol Manor Farm 3. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Hrat Dtvbfcm: Jarrow RooT- 
ing 0 South Shields 0; West Auckland 
6 ShiJdon 0. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY John 
OHara League Cop Rut Burgess HHI 
Town 2 Saltdean Utd 1. 
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Raising the Standard 


Rangers announce £3m trading loss 


rangers YESTERDAY an- 
nounced a 10.5 per cent in- 
crease in turnover to almost £21 
million - but a trading loss of 
just over £3m. 

The Scottish Premier 
League leaders have spent 
£34m on new recruits, includ- 
ing the Scottish record fee of 
£5.5m to Fiorentina for Andrei 
Kanchelskis, since Dick Advo- 
caat arrived as manager in the 
summer. He has brought in 12 
new players to replace 20 of the 


SCOTTISH PREVIEW 


BY Ken Gaunt 

squad who left at fee end of last 
season. 

The Rangers chairman, 
David Murray, said: “Since the 
start of fee financial year the 
dub has made an investment in 
excess of £3 4m to recruit new 
players. 1%e additional cost of 
these new players together 
with fee costs associated with 


the Uefe Cup has increased net 
operating expenses from last 
year by £2,933,000. resulting in 
a trading loss of £3,090,000. 
After accounting for player reg- 
istrations, interest and tax, fee 
retained loss for the period is 
£6,294.000, an improvement on 
last year of £1,328,000." 

Murray added: “The cur- 
rent cost arising from rebuild- 
ing the team under Dick 
Advocaat has been necessary 
to give the dub the realistic 


prospect of competing at fee 
highest level We believe that 
the cost of this investment for 
the future will provide the nec- 
essary returns both off and on 
the pitch." 

The figures, for the seven 
months until 31 December last 
year, were announced on a day 
that Rangers secured a new 
three-year deal with Honda. 
No figures were announced 
although the dub claim it is the 
largest car sponsorship con- 


tract in British football The 
Rangers marketing and media 
manager. Martin Bain, said: 
“There has been tremendous 
commercial growth at the chib 
in the last four years, which has 
opened up many opportunities 
for our sponsors.” 

Rangers have a trip to St 
Johnstone tomorrow while 
champions Celtic must win at 
home to Dundee today to stand 
any chance of applying the 
pressure over Easter 


Likhovtseva’s surprise for Seles 


ELENA LJKHOVTSEVA upset 
the second seed Monica Seles 
and Henrieta Nagyova elimi- 
nated fee defending champion 
Amanda Coetzer from the 
Family Circle Cup on Thursday. 

Neither Ukhovtseva. a 23- 
year-old Russian with seven 
years on the torn; nor Nagyova. 
a 20-year-old Slovak with five 
years as a professional is a 
fresh face on the circuit any- 
more but both players delivered 
significant victories to reach the 
quarter-finals at Hilton Head, 
South Carolina. 


TENNl 


BY PETER IACOBELLI 

Ukhovtseva surprised Seles 
7-6, 6-2 in the rain-delayed night 
match after Nagyova breezed 
past Coetzer, fee fifth-seeded 
South African, 6-2, 6-3. 

“She just played a lot better 
than I did." admitted Seles after 
falling to Ukhovtseva. “After she 
won the first set I definitely got 
down on myself, but she still 
played some great tennis." 

The match score was the 


mirror opposite of a hard-court 
match between the two players 
last month at Indian Wells, 
California, when Seles won. “It 
was definitely a slower court It 
was harder for me to finis h off 
points on clay,” Seles said. 

Seles appeared to be over- 
whelming Ukhovtseva at times 
with her two-fisted ground- 
strokes, only to see the Russ- 
ian hit the lines or delivers big 
serve, “I thought this time if I 
won the first set the second set 
would be easier;" said Likhovt- 
seva. the tournament's 14th 


seed and world-ranked 22nd. 

Nagyova earned a place in 
yesterday’s quarter-finals 
against the third-seeded Czech 
Jana Novotna, a 5-7, 7-5, 6-3 win- 
ner over the 13th seed, SQvia 
Fmna of Italy. The top seed, 
Martina Hingis, beat the 10th 
seed, Conchita Martinez, 7-5, 6-1 
the previous day. 

“Last year I didn’t win 
against a player in the top 10 
and now I beat Monica [Seles] 
two weeks ago and now Aman- 
da," Nagyova said. 

Results, Digest, page 25 


Pantani may snub Tour defence 


MARCO PANTANL the Tour de 
France winner; hinted that he 
may not defend his crown this 
year; choosing to concentrate on 
the Giro dltalia instead. Tve 
already started training again 
after the fell I had in Spain,” he 
said, referring to an accident 
that forced him out of the Cat- 
alonia Week race last week. 

“On Monday I leave to race 
in the Tbur of the Low Coun- 
tries that lasts five days. It will 


CYCLING 


BY BERT LAUWERS 

serve as good preparation for 
the Giro which, for me, re- 
mains fee most important 
appointment of the season." 

Pantani, who last August be- 
came the first Italian since 
Felice Gimondi 33 years ago to 
win the world's most presti- 
gious cycle race, said he ex- 


pected to race in the Tour of 
Spain and the World Champi- 
onships in Italy later in the year 
The Belgian Andrei Tchirul’s 
surprise win in the Milan to 
San Remo has whetted his 
appetite for a triumph in to- 
morrow's Tbur of Flanders but 
three compatriots, including 
Johan Museeuw, are out to stop 
him. “These races flbur of Elan- 
tters and the Paris-Rotibaix next 
week] are part of the sacred his- 


tory of cycling and I want my 
name in the history books," said 
the veteran TtehmiL He believes 
his experience could play a 
decisive role in tomorrow's race 
in the northern half of Belgium. 

Another Belgian, TVIVTs 
Peter Van Petegem, is also 
Miong the favourites. He won 
the three-day De Panne race, 
feat was interrupted by a dop- 
ing scandal in the same region 
on Thursday. 


Storm coach 
leaves home 
dispute alone 


By Ian Parkes 


THE MANCHESTER 
coach. Kurt Klein enc 
avoided an end-of-sej 
frontation with Sup 

administrators on tt 
this weekend's pIay-< 

Manchester, the 
champions, have bee 
use of their home i 
room for the first gi 
against Cardiff Devi 
Manchester Arena, af 
a coin toss. Just two w 
Sheffield Steelers v 
“away” side for the C 
Cop final a gains t No 
Panthers at the Sheffie 
yet were allowed to r 
their own chan g in g aa 

“The league has mai 

convenient as possibk 
Kleinendorst said. “Bi 
the point in arguing wii 

In the second semi 
Fathers will start as £ 
to beat the surprise 
play-offs, Bracknell B 
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The Sweeper 


By Clive white and Matt Gatward 



Rennie bellyache 
for Stocksbridge 


AS YOU WERE 


URIAH RENNIE, whose 
refereeing has come 
J under fire from some 
Premiership managers 
this season, has now upset 
one or two in the non-League game. 
Following his controversial dis- 
missal of Arsenal's Emmanuel 
Petit, along with Don Hutchison, at 
Goodison Park the other week, 
Rennie took charge of a Sheffield 
Senior Ctzp quarter-final between 
Worksop and Stocksbridge Park 
Steels in which he sent off another 
two players and booked eight 
Alan Bethel, the chairman of 
Stocksbridge, who had the two play- 
ers sent oil, said; “Has performance 

was not up to the required standard 
Some of his decisions left both 
sides bemused.” 

The Jamaican-horn R ennie, who 
lives in Sheffield, had an outstand- 
ing first season in the Premiership 
last year but has come in for heavy 
criticism this year; most notably 
from Dave Jones, the Southampton 
manager; and more recently Arse- 
nal's Arsine Wenger Following 
Petit’s dismissal - his fourth in 
English football - the Frenchman 
is said to be consideringhis future 
in the game in this country. 

This season Rennie has booked 
90 players, more than any other 
Premiership referee, and sent off 19. 
A karate black belt first dan, kick- 
boxing instructor and magistrate, no 
one messes with Rennie. He once 
said in an interview: “Refereeing is 
not just about interpreting the rules, 
it’s the use of life skills. I see my- 
self as an arbitrator I'm not there 
to trip pfeyers up. Ill explain a 
derision when asked They may not 
agree aid know my word is final, but 
it helps to create an empathy.” 

Not everyone, though, has had a 
bad word for him recently. Paul 
Mitchell, the Worksop manager; 
said: “Uriah is an excellent ref and 
Fve no complaints at the way he 
handled the gama Hjfy players who 
got booked will be fined” 

® A MAN who in his time 
has attracted bigger 
crowds than Fele, Bobby 
Chariton or Ronaldo and 
who is arguably worth 
more in monetary terms than any 
player aliva certainly in the City 
Traders' League, came on to the 
sound of silence as a late substitute 
for Silverstone FC at Newcastle- 
under-Lyme last Sunday. Thnstall- 


bom pop singer Robbie Williams, 
who foiled to score in the 4-0 away 
win against Lloyds Midland, had 
good reason for wanting to keep his 
head down -he was supposed to be 
at home in bed recovering from the 
viral infection which had forced 
him to cancel his continental tom: 

A spokesman for W illiams ' man - 

agement company said in the 
Evening Sentinel story. “He was or- 
dered to rest because the doctor felt 
that to have carried on would have 
prolonged his Qlness. It may well be 
that by the Sunday he was feeling 
better” Paul Bateman, of Hanford, 
one of the disappointed fans who 


Message from the Wimbledon 
fans to thdr absent boss 

^ Get well Joe Kinnear 
. Manager of the year 

-J You 're.al^ ^^Et^. 

WAnd we wish you 
|Hwere here ff:\; 


S. 8ay dream SAfvfr. 


four days earlier had travelled to 
Paris to see Williams, said- “I should 
have thought be should have given 
himself a foil body rest rather than 
running round a football pitch.” 

® ROBBIE WILLIAMS may 
be Port Vale’s most fa- 
mous fan but if the 
name of the Potteries 
chib ever ends up on the 
bps of millions it could be because 
of the exploits of another pop per- 
former While in the process of for- 
mation, a three-piece American 
rock band who were rather taken by 
the name of “port” decided to trawl 
the internet and stumbled across 
the FUrtVhle web-site. “We liked the 
word ‘port’,” said Texan singer 
Lance Whlker; “and when I began 
reading the Port Vale website I 
liked everything I saw about the 
team, especially the fact that there 
didn't seem to be any big stars, just 
a bunch of guys playing hard. The 


dedication of the fens and the atti- 
tude of the team made us feel that 
Fort Vale was a name we could feel 
good about using.” The group, 
based in Houston, are about to 
begin a national tour Who knows, 
one day Port Vale might even come 
up against St-Etienne - the pop 
group not the French football team. 

OF COURSE, it is not the 
i first time that football 

J has been a source of 
inspiration for the pop 
world. Remember the 
number; “Cheer Up, Peter Reid", 
which actually made the charts? 
Well, the same Sunderland group 
who called themselves Simply Red 
and White have followed it up with 
another number entitled “Disco 
Pants”, which has been inspired by 
their lanky striker Niall Quinn - 
“Niafl Quinn's disco pants are the 
best/ they stretch up from his arse 
to his chest” or words that go some- 
thing like that The song, which is 
to be released on Monday, anil be 
given a live airing by the group, who 
now call themselves Love Supreme, 
at the Stadium of Light on 24 April 
when Sunderland play Sheffield 
United The song has been regularly 
chanted at the stadium since a 
group of Manchester City fens told 
a local fanzine that they sang it to 
Quinn at Maine Road 
Kippax humour of course, is well 
known, as Coronation Street’s Curly, 
alias Kevin Kennedy, told listeners 
on Jim White's Radio Five pro- 
gramme, Dream Team, on Monday. 
He recalled an occasion when Tferry 
Phelan was once substituted and the 
Kippax, in tune to “That Loving Fad- 
ing”, sang “We’ve lost that Iteny 
Phelan" - and as he was replaced 
by Michael Vbnk, added: “-.and now 
he's Vonk, Vbnk, Vonk.” 

rrs MORE about top of 
\ the table than top of 
- W the pops in the Confer- 
ence today when new 
leaders Rushden & Dia- 
monds receive Cheltenham Town, 
the pair being quoted at 1 1-10 joint 
favourites bv Ladbrokes to win pro- 
motion to the Third Division next 
season. But for their 3-2 defeat at 
Hednesford last week, Steve Cot- 
teriirs side would have been trav- 
elling to Nene Park buoyed by an 
unbeaten away run of nine games. 
Brian Talbot's Rushden are un- 
beaten at home in six. 



A SUCCESSFUL Liverpool team in 
Europe? Now that is going back. 
Some 15 years to be exact to when 
Liverpool (above with the Euro- 
pean Cup) were an open-topped 
limousine of a side who, with the 
unflappable Mark Lawrenson 
(third from right, back row) at the 




heart of their defence, cruised 
past opposition without a care. 
With today's Liverpool possessing 
the kilter instinct of a lightly tossed 
salad, the duty of bringing the 
ultimate club prize back to Eng- 
land has fallen on the shoulders of 
Manchester United, who take on 


THE PRICE IS RIGHT 


THE PATRIOTS were 
\ out in force last Sat- 
' * urdav after England 
had beaten Poland by 
three goals (two of which 
were not handballs' to one and 
poor minority groups such as the 
“long-term value-seeking punter 
society" (of which The Sweeper is 
president) came in for unfair per- 
secution from jingoistic brain don- 
ers. Wb’ll be back - there's still 
more chance of The Sweeper 


doubling the kitty to end the sea- 
son on £200-pIus than there is of 
England winning Euro 2000. And 
while things have assumed a 
shape not dissimilar to that of a 
pear on the betting front in the last 
few weeks, we’re still more than 
a nifty £50 up after tax. with a port- 
folio of tasty ante-post bets still 
running Let's give the bookies six 
of the best today, starting with 
Chelsea, who can make it an un- 
happy Valley for Charlton. Leeds 


can inflict more misery on Not- 
tingham Fbrest at Elland Road, 
while Liverpool may be held to a 
draw by Everton in the Mersey- 
side derby at Anfield. Stragglers 
Sheffield Wednesday and Coven- 
try may also fight out a draw at 
Hillsborough. Arsenal - who 
we've got £3 on at 5-1 for the title 
- can gun down Southampton at 
The Dell but Manchester United 
may only draw at Selhurst Park 
against Wimbledon. 


Juventus in the first leg of the Eu- 
ropean Cup semi-final on Wednes- 
day. Lawrenson, meanwhile, has 
transferred his laid-back manner 
from the pitch to the television stu- 
dio where his playful banter with 
Des and Alan is as easy on the eye 
as his defending ever was. 


■ UBERO WAGER 

(20 £1 trebles with Stanley): Chelsea to 
win at Charlton (4-6): Leeds to beat Not- 
tingham Forest (1-3): Liverpool to draw 
with Everton (9-4): Sheffield Wednesday 
to draw with Coventry (12-5); Arsenal 
do win at Southampton (4-6): Wimbledon 
to draw with Manchester United (5-2). 
ORIGINAL BANK: £100. 

CURREot'kHTC £1 50.90! 

TODAY’S BETS: £21.80 (inc. tax). 


Mascot on the mat 


Name: Marvin the Moose 
Club: Cambridge United 
Appearance: Six foot amber 
and black moose 
Crime sheet: These are heady 
days at the Abbey Stadium and 
Marvin just can’t get a grip of 

his emn tinTHi. This tmmiyrft hlp 

moose has been the recipient 
of many stern lectures from 
the powers that be after en- 
couraging - by use of a rapid moose-hoof gesture 
- the fens to speculate about the referee’s favourite 
solo hobby. Never one to bide his disgust with offi- 
cialdom, he also has a predilection for suggesting 
the referee is in the same league as Stevie 
Wonder in the being-able- to-see-whaf s-going-on 
department Marvin’s over-elaborate goal cele- 
brations are also incurring the wrath of the stadi- 
um manager. In the running for Groundsman of (he 
Yean he is sick of repairing moose belly-slide dam- 
age covering his otherwise pristine turf. 

In mitigation, your Honour: Moose are a rare 
species this side of the Atlantic and the elk, their 
closest relative in Europe, is used for little more 
than throwing in front of speeding Scandinavian 
cars to test their steering, so the fed that Marvin 
has landed a job as a Third Division football club 
mascot must be slightfy confusing for him. 


MY TEAM 



Tom Watt 

ARSENAL 

Writer and actor appearing in No exp reqd at 
Hampstead Theatre Club 
“I grew up in Holloway in the days when you sup- 
ported your local team. My mates were all going 
to Arsenal so I made rpy dad take me. In 1971 1 saw 
us win the Double and then got season tickets. I’ve 
been in that seat ever since. My greatest hero is 
Liam Brady, who would walk into any team any- 
where at any time. watching today’s team is a gen- 
uine defight and Arsdne Wenger is almost a divine 
being - except he signed Gfiles Grimaced I would 
Eke more lock) boys in the side but that will change. 
The future isn’t necessarily in foreigners. The 
atmosphere changed with the all-sea ter. When you 
stand you participate; when you sit you spectate.” 


IN T’NET 


Flound on the Web: Statto.com 
IF YOU’RE partial to a little flutter on the weekend 
footy but don't want to associate yourself with shady 
far-eastern businessmen or unscrupulous ground 
staff for your inside information, pay a visit to Stat- 
to.com. This site, which covers all the clubs from 
the English and Scottish leagues, is geared to 
putting a stop to the “pin the tail on the donkey” 
method of gambling. There are comprehensive 
home and away form guides and tables for all com- 
petitions. You can uncover the highest scoring team 
on the road or the leakiest defence at home. There 
are even club versus club guides, all at the click of 
a mouse. Plans are also underway to add forecast 
fixed odds and available spread bets for forthcoming 
games so that you can waste your hard-earned cash 
accordingly. Statto.com has all the intelligence you 
need to make your first million within a week. 
William Hill must be quaking in his boots. 
httpuium'w.staUo.com 1 index.html 

Seen but not 
BOUGHT 


THE MIDDLESBROUGH Easter T^ddv bear comes 
with a a bar of milk chocolate and a chocolate foot- 
ball to boot tor eat) - all for just a tenner or. 
alternatively, two for £20. 


They’re 
not ALL 
Dennis 
Bergkamp 


Unsung jbreign 
legionnaires No 33 

SIGGI JONSSON: The 32-year-old former 
Sheffield Wednesday and Arsenal midfielder is 
plying his trade north of the border, 
sweeping behind the Dundee Utd defence. 

An Icelandic international with more than 

50 caps - despite being the victim of an 

over-zealous Graeme Souness tackle 

in his early days - Jonsson is 

captaining the side which, after 

holding the World Cup-winning 

French team and thrashing the ,• ^ :~Jj P 

less than mighty Andorra, are ggjlK 

handsomely placed in their Euro P?!| 

2000 qualifying group. Although 

old father time has eroded \ 

Jonsson's ability to get from box to 

box, his footballing brain is in full 'PjjH 

working order. A bargain from 

Orebro, Sweden in 1997, Jonsson, Jjiifii 

calm and sophisticated, brings a 

ray of sunshine into a dull and 

dreaiy league. 



Old loyalties down Cricklewood way 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK 


YOU DON’T have to support a 
team to follow their fortunes. 
Despite supporting Luton - 
actually it’s probably because 
I support Luton - the arrival of 
the Sunday papers always 
finds me seeking out the 
results of a handful of other 
teams. Ajax, because my moth- 
er is Dutch; Alloa, because I 
love the name; but first and 
foremost, Hendon. 

Why Hendon? Because I 
i was bora and raised in Hen- 
don, got kicked out of two 
schools inHendon (you'd have 
thought! Canberra Infants 
would have tipped the wink to 
Hasmonean Prep) and, but’ 
for an attitude next to which 
Stan Colfymore looks like Sir 
Cfiff Richard, I might just have 
lasted beyond my 17th birthday 


and a handful of reserve team 
games at Hendon FC. 

Technically Hendon do not 
actually play in Hendon, their 
Claremont Road ground oc- 
cupying a windfyeomer of Clit- 
tertouse Recreation Ground at 
the Brent Cross end of Crick- 
lewood. With a post code of 
London NW2, the local estate 
agentstrytopassitcfFasGold- 
ers Green. But whichever wsy 
youcutit,itisCri(ilewood,and 
if I were chairman I’d not hes- 
itate to change the dub’s name 
to Real Cricklewood, perhaps 
even Clitteihouse Hotspur 

Certainly Hendon need a 
change of one sort or another 
For so lougas I can recall and 
I was with them 30 years ago, 
Hendon have resided nowhere 
other than the top divirion of 


FAN’S EYE 

VIEW 

Hendon 

by 

peter 

Moss 

the league known variously as 
Athenian, Isthmian, Ids, 
Diadora, Is thmi an (again), 
Rymanandperhaps one or two 
other variants that I have dean 
forgotten to mention. 

Don’t get me wrong, I'm all 
for consistency and to occupy 
a relegation-free zone for all 
those years is highly com- 


mendable. Trouble is it has 
been promotion-free too, and 
three or more decades at the 
same level playing largely the 
same teams, is a bit bloody bor- 
ing and shrieks of a severe 
hardening of ambition arteries. 

. With the pyramid system as 
it now exists you might have 
expected a concerted push or 
two towards the Conference, 
and thence upwards to the 
land of the big boys. The likes 
of Hayes. Kings tonian and 
Woking have it part of the way. 
Enfield and Sutton have yo- 
yoed like a mad yo-yoing thing 
between Isthmian and Con- 
ference leagues since I can't 
remember when; while Barnet, 
Wpcombeand, most gloriously; 
Wimbledon have made it all the 
way. 


So why not Hendon? Our 
histora in semi-pro football is 
just as illustrious as the others, 
perhaps more so. Five times 
visitors to Wembley during my 
formative years for the FA 
Amateur Cup final, twice 
emerging triumphant A dress- 
ing-room full of soon-to-be top- 
class players, among them the 
Luton-bound Peter .Anderson, 
the England-bound Tbnv Cur- 
rie. both Compton brothers 
tone of whom was sufficiently 
brassed off with Hendon In 
take up cricket) and, most 
recently, Joe Cole, now' making 
waves for West Ham United 
and the England youth team. 

We even have a banqueting 
suite that is the envy of all ban- 
queting suites. And. remember, 
this is a corner of north-west 


London where wedding and 
barmitzvah parties proliferate 
in such abundance, causing 
such ructions between rival 
gangs of caterers, that it is a 
wonder Don King hasn't been 
called in to promote inter-firm 
catering fights. 

Yet still we find ourselves up 
against Purfleet and Biller 
icay instead of welL.. Peter- 
borough and Brentford at the 
very least. Am I that both- 
ered? Not really. After all I 
don't actually support Hen- 
doa I just follow them. But with 
Luton in a state of near ter- 
minal disarray - was there 
ever a club more wilfully bent 
on self-destruction? - and Hen- 
don beginning to string a few 
results together, who blows? 
Things might change. 


Don't you get knighted if you 
score a hat-trick at 
Wembley? 

Kevin Keegan, on Paul 
Scholes’ three goals 
against Poland 

That stands for Motivated 
Person, guru of personal 
re-invention, 

Mr Mac Motivator, on the 
description Of himself on 
his business card as 
“Watt Nicoll MP” 

I'm going to get ray teeth 
fixed then open an account 
with Ladbrokes. 
Jockey Jamie Osborne, on 
announcing his retirement 

1 never asked to be a hero. 
I've never been asked to be 
put up there. I've never 
portrayed myself as being 
perfect 
Will Carling 


I felt no pain at alL There 
was just a warm feeling 
where my ear was. I put rpy 
hand up and then blood 
started rushing out 
Rugby union player Steve 
Pearce, ofWhitland in the 
Welsh National League, 
whose ear was ripped off 
when it got caught in anoth- 
er player’s shorts pocket 

I was freaking out They 
were in a feeding frenzy just 
beneath me. 

Surfer Tqj Burrow after 
sharks interrupted the 
final of the Masters 
tournament in Australia 

Being Inside has given me a 
fresh perspective on life. 
Dean Reynolds, who was 
released from prison to 
take part in the World 
Snooker Championship 
qualifiers this week 
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Premiership: Goodison’s coveted left-back is keen to extend Everton s recent mastery of the M y 

Ball still believes in a blue heaven 



By Glenn Moore 

THIS AFTERNOON Michael 
Ball will be running out at 
Anfield in the blue of Everton. 
Nothing new there then, old 
Liverpool hands will note: he 
used to wear Everton blue 
when he was at the Reds’ 
School of Excellence. 

Cheeky? Well he did not 
always wear blue; sometimes 
be would turn up in the green- 
and- white hoops of Celtic. One 
such day, he recalled this week 
Graeme Souness, the then-Liv- 
erpool manager had a quiet 
word with him. 

“He said: ‘I’ve some advice 
far you, son. I'm Scottish, you’ve 
got an England trackie on. I'm 
Liverpool, you support Everton, 
and I was manager at Rangers 
and you've got a Celtic kit ool 
Work that one out' I thought: Td 
best be on my way from here’.” 

It was under Souness that 
Ball did leave Liverpool where 
he bad been tr aining alongside 
Michael Owen since they were 
both eight years old, to sign 
schoolboy forms for Everton. 
He is quick to point out how- 
ever, that he was neither 


‘At Liverpool, Graeme 
Souness told me to go 
with my heart. My 
dream was to play 
for Everton ’ 


thrown out by Souness nor ran 
away from him. 

“I was 13 and also had trials 
with Manchester United, Ever- 
ton and Oldham. Souness 
called me in and 1 was a bit ner- 
vous because he had a bit of a 
reputation but he was very 
good with me. He said: ‘Go 
with your heart I don’t want to 
force you to do anything be- 
cause if you sagn for us and your 
heart's not in it you probably 
won't fulfil yourself 

“I sat bads; and thought what 
my dream was, and that was to 
play for Everton." 

Thus Ball unlike fellow 
Evertonians Owen, Ian Rush, 
Robbie Fowler and Steve 
McManaman, kept the faith 
and was not lest to the “wrong” 
side of Stanley Park. There are 
those, seeing Everton 
embroiled in what has become 
an annual relegation battle, 
who wfll say he made the wrong 
decision. But no one could 
argue that the 19-year-old has 
not flourished in the Blues’ 
blue period. 

Given a debut during Dave 
Watson's caretaker-manage- 
ment in April 1997, he soon 
impressed with his cool head 
and assured technique. He 
became established last season. 


moving easily between left- 
back, left wing-back, centre- 
back and midfield and, except 
for two matches missed 
through suspension, has been 
ever-present this campaign, 
primarily At wing-back. 

Five Under-21 caps have fol- 
lowed and he was in line for a 
senior call -up prior to a recent 
dip in form. This, he admits, 
was caused by fatigue. 

After a tense finish to last 
season, during which Everton 
survived on the last day, he 
went to Cyprus with the 


national Under-18 team. An- 
other demanding campaign has 
followed “It’s been a long sea- 
son and it just caught up with 
me,” Ball said “I tried to fight 
it off by sleeping all the time but 
it was just too many matches. 

“The boss [Walter Smith, 
who said be would have Kked to 
rest Ball but could not afford 
to] gave me a few days off, 
which was helpful, and Tm 
happy with my form now. I felt 
fresh with England [Under-21] 
last week and Tm feeling good 
for the derby " 


He will need to. “They are 
amazing to play in, totally dif- 
ferent football gets played It is 
so quick. Even having foreign 
players doesn’t seem to have 
made a difference. They soon 
get told by friends and players, 
what it’s about. They know 
whafs at stake; when the new 
fixture list comes out it’s the 
first match you look for.” 

Fbr locals like Ball the match 
is the easy bit The problem is 
getting enough tickets to sup- 
ply family and friends. With 
Scot Gemmill and Kevin 


Campbell arriving at Goodison 
this week. Ball was quick to try 
and secure some extras but 
found they had already been 
spoken for. 

Evertonian desire is accen- 
tuated by their good derby 

record: they have not lost to Liv- 
erpool home or away, for more 
than five years. 

“We’ve done well the last 
couple of seasons so I hope we 
can carry on," Ball added “We 
need the points more than Liv- 
erpool do." 

Last year Everton stayed up 


by virtue of a last-day point at 
home to Coventry. This year 
their final match is at The Dell 
“We don’t want another one like 
last year, oh no." Ball said 
“Southampton would be tough. 
I played there with England last 
week and it doesn't look the best 
place to go as an away team. Wa 
just have to make sure we get 
the points in our home games. 
That’s been our problem - scor- 
ing at home.” 

Or away. Everton have con- 
ceded fewer goals, 35, than 
fifth-placed West Ham but have 


scored a paltry 23 in 30 games, 
the worst record in the division. 
BaO, with two goals, is only a 
brace behind his side's leading 
strikers, Ibrahima Bakayoko 
and Danny CadamarterL 
Ball whose father played 
for Liverpool reserves, grew up 
admiring the contrasting in- 
fluences of Paolo Maldmi, of 
Milan - “for his passing with 
both feet” - and Pat Van Den 
Hauwe, of Everton - “for his 
tackling. iSy dad was a bit of a 
tackier; so he’d tell me to watch 
Pat" 


Everton’s impressive youth 
system and international 
matches have furthered his 
education. “The England 
gamw have been good experi- 
ence - the football's very dif- 
ferent. We played Russia’s 
UndeM8s, they looked big, 
strong lads and we thought, 
‘ThisTl be a physical game.' But 
once you touched them, they 
were rolling all over the place. 
It’s just cheating, but a clever 
way of cheating and they were 
getting away with it" 

He added, poignantly in view 
of current events in the Balka- 
ns, “Then when we went to 
Yugoslavia the environment 
was a bit different even then 
there were wars going on and 
we were all a bit nervous. We 
kept ourselves to ourselves." 

Back home Ball has been 
linked with a series of chibs, no- 
tably Manchester United and 
Arsenal who, aware of Ever- 
ton's financial crisis, sense an 
opportunity to secure a long- 
term replacement for Denis 
Irwin or Nigel Winterbura. 
Evertonians will be relieved to 
hear that Ball while flattered, 
is in no hurry to leave. 


' Instead of stories 
about our directors, 
I’d rather read about 
which superstar we’re 
signing next ' 


“They are two of the biggest 
dubs in England and it is a bit 
of a confidence boaster but I 
just want to play for Everton. 
The on|y way Td leave at the 
moment is if they wanted to sdl 
me because I don’t want to go. 

“I do have to think of my 
career. I want to start winning 
silverware, not be fighting rel- 
egation every year; but that's 
something to consider in a few 
years' time. Td like to help 
Everton get back to how we 
were in the 1980s, being in 
Europe, winning the FA Cup, 
challenging for the league. It’s 
partly a matter of confidence. 
We need to stay up, make some 
signings in the summer- if we 
can get the money together 
and make a good start next 
yean” 

“If we get some money to- 
gether..." Everton’s players 
would certainty be helped by a 
resolution to the dub’s owner- 
ship problems. “When players 
are down on a Sunday morning 
all the papers have stories 
about directors and that, Td 
rather read about which 
superstar we’re signing next” 

Amen to that, comes the 
Evertonian chorus, just so long 
as it is not financed by selling 
one of their own. 



United revitalised by break 


IT SAYS something about the 
acquisitiveness of Manchester 
United that they can stop play- 
ing for a fortnight and still win 
honours. Alex Ferguson was 
awarded the freedom of Ab- 
erdeen last week while Dwight 
Yorfce got the keys of Port of 
Spain on a trip to Trinidad and 
Tobago which prompts the 
question what will they achieve 
when they make it to the pitch. 

We will have a better idea by 
a week tomorrow because by 
then United will have met Wim- 
bledon in the Premiership. 
Juventus in the Champions' 
League and Arsenal in the FA 
Cup and the treble will either 
be in sharper focus or have dis- 
appeared. 

United meet Wimbledon at 
Selhurst Park today with Fer- 
guson believing his men have 
benefited from the commit- 
ments that halted play in the 
Premiership. “The lads are 
buzzing after their time away/’ 
he said. “The international 
breather has given them a 
chance to get away from the 
pressures of the chib and all the 
challenges here. 

“Most of them did well and 
the England lads in particular 
are on top of the world. The only 
one who returned without a win 
was Peter Schmeichel but I 
watched Denmark’s 2-1 defeat 
by Italy and, to be honest, the 
Danes battered them. They 
were really unlucky to lose." 
United will attempt to extend 

a 19-match unbeaten run with- 
out Jaap Stam and Ryan Giggs 
while Wimbledon, who have 
not won a point since beating 
Sheffield Wednesday on the 
night manager Joe Kinnear 
had a heart attack, win hope the 
challenge of meeting one of the 
Premiership’s better teams will 
halt a three-match sequence of 
defeats. "The way we’ve been 


By guy Hodgson 

playing we need something to 
spark us," their midfielder Rob- 
bie Earle said. “Tt will be a big 
atmosphere, a full house 
against arguably the best team 
in the country. I know our play- 
ers will raise their game." 

So will Southampton, who 
meet United's closest chal- 
lengers, Arsenal believing The 
Dell wiD be the key if they are 
to survive. They are unbeaten at 
home in 1999 and will be facing 
the champions who are bereft of 
Dennis Bergkamp (virus) and 
Emmanuel Petit (suspended) 
and could also be without Marc 
Overmars (injured). 

In contrast Chelsea, the 


third team in the championship 
equation, have good news re- 
garding injuries for the visit to 
Charlton and Gustavo Poyet 
could return after three months 
on the sidelines. “We’ve got an 
easier run-in than the other 
three dubs,” the Chelsea chair- 
man, Ken Bates, said yesterday 
“Leeds have to come here next 
month so if we beat them we’ll 
kill them off and definitely be in 
the Champions’ League.” 

Fburth-placed Leeds, whose 
David O’Leary was named 
manager of the month yester- 
day, have been compared to 
Don Revie’s great side of the 
1970s in recent weeks and they 
can match the 1973-4 champi- 
onship winners if they record 


their seventh successive victo- 
ry when they meet Nottingham 
Forest this afternoon. 

“It's been a long, long time 
since our profile was so high 
and with so many people talk- 
ing about us in such glowing 
terms," O'Leary said. “It’s 
reflected in the fact we're on 
Sky TV so much and also in the 
crowds." 

At home against the Pre- 
miership's whipping-boys 
ought to be a straightforward 
task, but Leeds' ranks are 
depleted. David Batty and Affie 
Haalartd are suspended for one 
match, with the latter having 
also been fined £2£00 by an FA 
disciplinary panel this week 
for 11 bookings, while Steve 


Reid wary of award ‘jinx’ 


PETER REED is keeping the 
champagne on ire until Sun- 
derland have clinched promo- 
tion to the Premiership. The 
Wearsiders need 10 points from 
their last eight games to math- 
ematically guarantee them- 
selves a place in the top flight 
but only two more victories 
are likely to be enough. 

Sunderland look for another 
success at home to West 
Bromwich Albion today, where 
they will try to equal a dub 
record of li successive home 
wins. Reid, the Nationwide 
manager ttf the month for March 

after five straight wins, said; “We 
had a terrific month last month 
but we've still got a job to do and 
the time for celebrating will be 
when we’ve won promotion. 

“These awards have a habit 
of proving to be a bit of a jinx 
in the game that follows but I'll 
risk that considering we’ve 
had to play very well to get the 
trophy in the first place.” 


NATIONWIDE 

PREVIEW 


BY MARK PEIRSON 

Oxford United play their first 
match since the London 
hotelier Firoz Kassam took 
over the dub, at home to Bolton 
Wanderers. The Oxford man- 
ager, Malcolm Shotton, who 
gives Swedish goalkeeper Paul 
Lundin his debut, said: “Now 
we’ve got a solid base, we can 
look forward to going forward 
and hopefully that wiD be in the 
first Division. It will be a fall 
house and it will be great to 
show Mr Kassam how wel- 
come he is fay getting three 
points in the bag.” 

Bolton are looking to con- 
solidate their position in the 
play-off positions after a poor 
spell and the manager, Colin 
Tbdd, admitted: “It's impor- 
tant we get back on the winning 
traiL This is a crucial time of the 


season and we have every- 
thing to play for. I just want us 
to go out and try to relax and 
continue to play good football." 

Bristol City have a crucial 
game at home to fellow strug- 
glers Port Vale, whose 
manager, Brian Horton, could 
give debuts to four new players. 
He said: “It is a massive six- 
pointer but it is not just about 
this game; there’s still a iot of 
work to do. I hope the newbovs 
freshen us up." 

The game of the day in the 
Second Division is between 
Manchester City and Wigan 
Athletic at Maine Road, with the 

Latics looking to move closer to 
the play-off places. 

In the Third Division Cardiff 
City visit Cambridge United in 
a top-of-the-table meeting, while 
their east coast rivals Hull City 

and Scarborough meet at 
Boothferry Parkas they try to 
move dear of the relegation 
zone. 


McPhail is on internatii 
duty with the Republic of 
land in the World Unde 
Championship in Nigeria. 

Liverpool used to expe< 
be in the top four but not tl 
days and supporters have t 
left contemplating a miser 
season of no honours ant 
European place with the 
flection: “There’s only 
games left for us now.” 

They mean home gai 
against their bitterest rh 
Everton and Manchester l 
ed, but juicy targets that 1 
are, these opponents ret 
Liverpool’s we akn ess: 
inability to win matches i 
count It is more than five yi 
since Everton, who take 
quick trip across Stanley I 
today, lost a Merseyside d« 
while United have not los 
them since December 199! 

They say that form does 
count in Merseyside derbies 
which both sides must be b 
grateful Everton were larr 
tably negative at Old Trafib 
fortnight ago while Liver] 
cannot welcome the close s 
son soon enough. 

“People keep mentior: 
our record against Livapoo 
we are aware of it," Wa 
Smith, the Everton mana 
said, “but it won’t matter w 
we kick off. If anything, it 
add to Liverpool’s determ 
tion to do well.’’ 

Middlesbrough will 
equally determined at Ew 
Park and not just becaus 
win would push Blackb 
deeper into trouble and thi 
selves further from it. This 
ture was the one they fail© 
turn up for two seasons , 
because of illness and 
three points they were doc 
fw a cons ®Quence can 
J®. spend a season in 
r irst Division. 
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MATCH OF THE WEEKEND 



Southampton v Arsenal 
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ARSENAL FEAR a double Dutch blow could 
hit their Premiership title hopes with Den- 
nis Rergkamp ruled out of today's trip to 
Southampton and Marc Overmans rated “a 
serious doubt” 

Bergkamp and Overmars played in Hol- 
land’s midweek friendly against Argentina. 
Bergkamp managed only 75 minutes and was 
taken ill in the night after the game with a 

yinis that has kept him out of tr aining 

since. Overmars, who played for just an horn; 
had to come off with the pain of infected blis- 
ters on both feet 

“‘You can see why I'm not a fan of inter- 
national football, especially friendly match- 
es at this time of yeas” said the Arsenal 
manager Arsfcne Wenger, who is already 


BY GRAHAM SNOWDON 


without the suspended Frenchman Em- 
manuel Petit for the next three games. 

The reserve goalkeeper Alex Manninger 
has added to Wenger's woes after dislocat- 
ing a wrist in training -stopping a shot from 
David Seaman as they practised together 
The young Austrian is out for the season and 
38-year-old John Lukic takes over as deputy 
on the bench. 

Bergkamp ’s absence tomorrow is likely 
to give the Nigerian striker Nwankwo Kanu 
only his second Arsenal start although 
Frenchman Kaba Diawara is also in con- 
tention. Fredrik Ljungberg, fresh from his 
winning goal for Sweden against Poland in 


midwedfc, is likely to come in for Petit as 
Stephen Hughes is only just out of plaster 
after fracturing an arm. 

The good news is that the captain, Tbny 
Adams, looks a certain starter following six 
days of rest for his troublesome back which 
fwced him to drop out of England’s game 
last week. 

The Southampton manager; Dave Jones, 
has a selection crisis with five first team 
squad members missing either through in- 
jury or suspension. Goalkeeper Paul Jones 
and midfield player Matthew Oakley are in- 
jured while Matthew Le Tissier; Chris Mars- 
den and Hassan Kachloul are suspended. 

Ken Monkou, the Saints defender; believes 
Arsenal will still find it tough against his 


struggling side, whose home form remains 
the key to their Premiership survival hopes. 

“We are unbeaten in our last five games 
at The Dell and we've not lost at home so 
far this yean” Monkou said. “Trams don’t 
seem to find it easy coming to The Dell to 
play and that’s the way we like it." 

Mart Hughes is eapoted to return to mid- 
field while the Latvian striker Marians Pa- 
bars, 22. is expected to mate his debut 

SOUTHAMPTON (from): Mon. Dodd. Colleger. Monkou. 


Lundekvam, Ripley: M Hughes. D Hughes. Bridge. Osten- 
. Pahars. Oakley, Hirst. Hi ley, Benin. Glbbens. 

ARSENAL (from): Seaman, Dixon, Keown. Adams. IMn- 


scad. Beattie. I 
Stensgaard. 


tefbum. Ljungberg , Parlour, Vieira. Kanu. Vivas, Overmars. 
a. Diawara. Bon Id. GrlmandL Boa Morte. Lukic (GK). 


Anelka. 

Suspensions: Southampton: Le Tissier Marsden. Kaddoul. 
Arsenal; E Petit. 



P Jones 



Blackburn v 
Middlesbrough 


Last season: no fixture 



BLACKBURN HAVE been dealt a serious blow ahead of today's 
visit of Middlesbrough to Ewood Park, with their joint top scor- 
es Kevin Gallachec expected tonuss the rest of the season with 
a thigh injury The Scottish forward had just returned to train- 
ing last week after three months out with a calf problem. But 
his fellow international, Billy McKrnlay, is back in training after 
a lengthy absence due to a groin injury. 

The Blackburn manager; Brian Kidd, is still waiting on the 
fitness of central defender Stepbane Hencfaoz, who suffered back 
and groin injuries playing for Switzerland in their Euro 2000 qual- 
ifying win over Wales on Wsctoesday Chris Sutton and Lee Cars- 
ley are both doubtful with groin and ankle injuries respectively. 

Middlesbrough welcome back their defender Gary Pallis 
ter after absence through suspension and injury. The former 
Manchester United player is expected to make an immediate 
return to the starting line-up with Gianluca Fbsta, Steve Vick- 
ers and Robbie Mustoe all suspended from Bryan Robson's side. 
BLACKBURN (from): Rian. McAner. Henchoz. Rsacock. Taylor, Davidson. Gille- 
spie. Johnson. Duim. Martoiln. WQcok, Duff. Sutton, ward, Jansen, Davies. Cough- 
lan. Wfltoms. 

MIDDLESBROUGH (from): Schuvarzer. Beresford. Stockdate. Kinder. Cooper. PaV- 
llstec Gordon , Harrison. Madtflson. Swnmerbefl, Gascoigne, Ibwnsend. Deane. Ricard. 
Moore. OIMeill. Cummins. 

Suspensioos: MIcMesbnwgh: Festa. Vickers. Mustoe. 

Referee; A Wilkie. 



Charlton v 
Chelsea 

Last season: No fixture 



peak 


GUSTAVO POYET could be a surprise inclusion on the Chelsea 
substitutes' bench for today's visit to The Vhfley. The Blues are 
hoping that the Uruguayan midfielder can be available for the 
Cfop-Winners’ Cup Semi-final first leg against Real Mallorca 
at Stamford BridgeonThursday after three months out irgured. 

Chelsea will be looking to their in-form forward, Tore Andre 
Flo, to maintain their push for Champions’ League qualifica- 
tion. ITo has scored three goals in his last two games and also 
became a father for the first time last week. Dan Fetrescu has 
a sore toe, while Celestine Babayaro and Albert Iferrer will have 
late fitness tests. 

Charlton’s new striker, Graham Stuart, who joined the dub 
last week from Sheffield Wednesday for £l.im, will be hoping 
to get one over one of ins former sides. The Addicks’ manag- 
er, Alan Curbishley must dedde if his Yugoslavian goalkeep- 
er, Sasa Die, is in the right frame of mind to play because of 
the Balkans conflict John Barnes is out with a grtxn injury and 
Keith Jones and David Tuttle are both suspended. 

CHARITON (from); Uic. Pederson. Salmon, Brown. Mills, Powell. Redfeam. Ru- 
fus, Mnselto. Hunt S Jones. Tiler, Pringle. Siuan. Mendonca. Robinson. Mortimer, 
Bright, Barnes. Bowen. . ^ 

CHELSEA (from): De Goey. Hitchcock. Ferret Le Saux. Terry. Leboeuf. DesaiUy Du- 
berry. Myers. Lambourde. Babayaro. Wise. Di Matteo. Morris. GoWbaek, Retrescu. 
Poyei. Zola. Flo. VW6. FonseB, Newton. I*ch0«s. 

Suspensions: Chariron: K Jones. Turtle. 

Referee: R Harris. 




Derby v 
Newcastle 

Last season: 1-0 
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MT KggiJ 'BBCK, Deriy’s new forward, could mate his home debut 
against Newcastle at Pride Park. The former Middlesbrough 

player is in line to partner Deon Burton up front in place of Kevin 
Harper. The Rams are missing their captain, Igor Stimac, ■who 
could be out for the rest of the season with a cracked bone in 
his anMe, but 'IbnyDorigo returns and Stefan Sdinoarvrill play 
in m idfield in the absence ofsuspended Darryl PowdL 
Newcastle have a major injury concern of their own, with 
the England captain, Alan Shearer ruled out of their plans 
because of an ankle injury The striker will be joined on the 
sidelines by the German midfielder; Dietmar Hama n n, who 
also has an ankle problem, and the suspended Warren Bar- 
too. Duncan Fferguson, however couW be involved at some point 
today. The Scot is in the squad for the first time since under- 
going surgery on a groin injury at the turn of the year “Dun- 
can is coming with us, so that’s good,” said Ruud Gullit the 
Newcastle manager: ^ “We shall see bow he recovers from train- 
ing on Friday.” 


* 


DERBY COUNTY [from): Houll, Priwj Cartaonari, Lauraon, BortoMs, 
Schncor. Baano. BecK. Burton. 


. Wbnchope. Storidgc. Harper: Efflon, 
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Leeds United v 
Nottingham Forest 


Last teason: No fixture 


VICTORY TODAYfix' Leeds will equal toeirdubreoord sequence 
of seven successive wins, but their mana^t; David O’Leary is 


Batty through suspension, and Stephen McPhail, who is in Nige- 
ria with the Repuhfic of Ireland at the TOwM Undergo Cham- 
pionshps.“ ‘ ' 5 ' ' 


for ate BnnwRibein) or Matthew Janes, while the teenage 
strikea* Alan Smith returns after a onc-match suspension. 

' Fbrestis hopes rfgainingaiything from this match will have 
receded even father howeveq^ with the suspensions of Pierre 
van Hooijdonk, Mathieu Louis- Jean and Chris Bart-WUliains. 
But their recently signed central defender Richard Gough is 
ready to return, to the starting Hne-up after a two-matdj ab- 
.-Ji sehce with abaci injury and MaACrossley and Andy John- 
son are available after international duty with Wales in 
midweek. J ohnso n missed Forest's last game with a d^d leg 
and is almost certain to return to midfield while Des lyttle 
is in the frameior a start at righthack. u , 

uiHW UNTIED (from): Marryn. Radcbc. We die rail. Koratai. Wl]nhara. Hassef- 


:*»• 

* ’’ 






baink, Rfbdro. Bowyer, HopWn, GranviDe. Hade, Kewdi, Harte. Vltoodgate. Smith. 
Robmsot 


Jones. Knarvik. 1 „ cw 

NOTTlMtauUR FOREST (from): Crossley, Uttlfc BonaWr. Chet tie, Martssoabd- 
watds. Gough- Rogers. Soensaas. JohnsoruPStmer. Wtoan, Porftrio. DarthevlQa S«p- 
periey. Freedman, Hamwood.Beasanc. 

SaspMMians; LsedK Baay: Hu land. Forastt Van Hoofjdpnt LwwS-Jw. Barr- 
WQ&ami. 

ntf+T*K PAtoxk (Halstead). . 


BoNnen. 

Pckxtl 


IttWCASflE UN1TB> {fipmj: 0«w. Hamper. DomL Charyef, CtaWzas. Grlf 
es, Pearce, Lee. Speed, Solano, r 


Marie. GrorgiacBs, Brady: Keabatu Saha. Fefguson. 
Sospsasions: Dwtop Powell. Now c sa ths Barton 
Referee: D Gallagher (Banbury). 


...And statistics 

Forest take the Easter prize 


IT WILL surel^be the only cable they will top all season. but_ 


Nottinj'ham Forest will be proud to I earn chat there is one field in 


which they have the beating of all their Premiership rivals. In terms 
of Premiership performances over Easter, no other team can march 
the percentage of points Forest have won. 

Although Forest have played only five Premiership games over 
Easter - some of their current rivals nave played as many as 1 0 - they 


have an exceptionally good record, comprising four wins and one 
t. Indeed, the four wins have been recorded in their last Four 


defeat 

Easter Premiership matches. 

Whether chat record survives this weekend is. however, another 
matter. Ron Atkinson today takes the Premiership's bottom club to 



Les Ferdinand performed 
the Premiership's most 
remarkable Easter 
goalscoring feat when he 
hit two hat-tricks for 
Queen's Park Rangers in 1993 


high-flying Leeds, while Liverpool visit the City Ground on Monday. 
Mancnt 


i ester United and Arsenal, who have both won six 
Premiership games at Easter (out of nine and 10 Fixtures 
respectively), lie second and third in the Easter division, but will 


doubt be more concerned with the more traditional cable this 

yjixkcnd 

United will also take heart from the fact that in four of the 
Premiership's six completed seasons Che leaders at Easter have gone 


on to win the championship. 

ai years w 


The two exceptional yeans were 1993. in the Premiership's first 
season, and 1998. Six years ago Aston Villa led the cable going into 
the Easter programme. United were one point behind, but seven 
consecutive wins saw Alex Ferguson's team win their First 
championship for 26 seasons as they finished 10 points clear of Villa. 
Last season, however, che boot was on the other foot as Arsenal 
came from behind to overhaul United and win the title. 

At the other end of the Premiership table pre-Easter form is not 
such a clear guide to the final outcome. Last season was the first 
Premiership campaign to see the bottom three clubs at Easter fill the 
eventual relegation positions. Two seasons ago Coventry and 
Southampton filled the bottom two places ac Easter but both went 
on to avoid che drop. 

The most dramatic fell was that of Norwich, whose decline had 
set in well before Easter. At Christmas they had been in seventh 
place, but a run which produced only one win in 20 matches saw che 
Canaries relegated to che First Division. 

Fans throughout the Premiership will be hoping that this 
weekend's Easter programme will match that of six years ago. when 
70 goals were scored in 20 games in the cop flight. Fifteen involved 
Queen's Park Rangers, who defeated Forest 4-3 on Saturday and 
Everton 5-3 on Monday. Les Ferdinand scored hat-tricks in both 
matches. 


Rip 

(Current Premiership dubs; includes all matches played oeeween 
Good Friday and Easter Monday) 


Nottm Forest 
Man Utd 
Arsenal . 
Derby 
Wimbledon 
Aston vina 
Chelsea 
Liverpool 
West Han 
Everton 
She IT Wed 
Leeds 

Southampton 

Blackburn 

.Coventry 

Tottenham 

Newcastle 

Middlesbrough 

Leicester 


P 

5 

9 

10 

2 

9 

9 

9 

10 

7 
70 
10 

8 

9 

10 

10 

9 

8 

4 

3 


W 

4 

6 

6 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

4 

4 

3 

4 
4 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 


(Does not include Aston Villa v West Ham last night. Chariton play their first 
Easter Premiership game this afternoon) 


On Che title trail 

Where che Premiership champions were before Easter 


Season 

7992-93 

1993- 94 

1994- 95 


Eventual 
champions 
Man Utd 
Man Utd 
Blackburn 


Before Easter 


Played 

36 


34 

36 


PCs 

66 

76 

82 


Pos 

2nd 

1st 

1st 


(Premiership reduced to 20 dubs] 


1995-96 

Man Utd 

32 

67 

1st 

1996-97 

Man Utd 

31 

63 

1 st 

1997-98 

Arsenal 

30 

60 

2nd 



The late escape 

Teams which have avoided the drop despite being in a relegation place before Easter 


Year 

Club 

P 

Pre- Easter 
Pts 

Pos 

P 

End of season 

Pts 

Pos 

1993 

Oldham 

36 


39 

20 

42 

49 

19 

1994 

Southampton 

34 


33 

20 

42 

43 

18 

1995 

Everton 

35 


39 

19 

42 

50 

15 

(Four relegated and Premiership then cut to 20 dubs; 
1996 Coventry 32 

27 

19 

38 

38 

16 

1997 

Coventry 

32 


30 

19 

38 

41 

17 

1997 

Southampton 

31 


27 

?0 

38 

41 

16 


Margin of 
safety 

Goal diff 
I point 
5 points 


Goal dlff 
1 point 
1 point 


Tbe kite drop 


Year 

Club 

P 

Pre-Easter 

Pts 

Pos 

P 

End of season 
Pts 

Pos 

Final 

gap 

1993 

C Palace 

35 

41 

18 

42 

49 

20 

Goal diff 

1994 

Oldham 

33 

34 

18 

42 

40 

21 

3 points 

1995 . • 

Norwich 

38 

42 

16 

42 

43 

20 

2 points 

(Premiership out to 
1996 

20 clubs) 

ManOcy 

33 

31 

16 

38 

38 

18 

Goal diff 

1997 

Sunderland 

32 

33 

16 

38 

40 

18 

1 point 

1997 

Middlesbrough 

31 

32 

17 

38 

39 

19 

2 points 


Statistics Brian Sears 


BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY FIXTURE GUIDE 


Lincoln Qty v Notts County . 


HI CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

3.0 unless stared 

Coventry v Southampton Mlllwall v Blackpool 

Everton v Sheff Wed Preston v Man Qty (12.0) 

Middlesbrough v Wimbledon ..... 

Newcastle v Tottenham (7.ASJ 

Nottm Forest v Liverpool 

West Ham v Charlton 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Birmingham v Watford 

Bolton v Stockport — 

Bury v Bradford 

Crystal Palace v Sunderland 

Grimsby v Norwich 112.15) 

Huddersfield v Swindon 


Chesterfield v Stoke Kmgsconian v Dower 


Noithwich w Barrow Gainsborough. 


Ipswich - 
PortVak 


Reading v Fulham 

Wigan v Oldham 

Wycombe v Gillingham 

THIRD DIVISION 

Brentford v Plymouth 

Cardiff v Hull 

Chester v Barnet 

Exeter v Leyton Onent 

Halifax v Rochdale (1 .0) .. . . 

Peterborough v Darlington 

Rotherham v Swansea 

OPP Scarborough •/ Carlisle 

Southend w Scunthorpe |7 4 5l ... . 

Torquay v Mansfield 

NATIONWIDE CONFERENCE 
Cheltenham v Kidderminster . 

Doncaster v Hednesford 

Famborough w Yeovil 


Southport v Morecambe 
Telford V. Leek Town . 

Welling v Hayes . 

Woking v. Rushden £1 Diamonds 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 


: Vale v Barnsley .... 

Portsmouth v Bristol Cty — 

Sheff Utd v Wolverhampton 

Tran mere v Oxford Utd - 

Wiese Brom v Crewe 

SECOND DIVISION 


Bristol Rowers v Northampton Hereford v Forest Green 


Bomley v Colchester Kettering v Stevenage 


HYMAN LEAGUE Premier Division: 

Aldershor Tn v Basingstoke. Billencay 
Tn v Heydndge: Bishop s Sionfoirf v 
Boreh.im Wood (or HiUNn /own FC ). 
Chesham v Aylesbury. Gravesend v 
Bromley. Hampton v Wall on 4i Hei- 
sham. Purfleet v Dagenham fi Red- 
bridge. ilOugh v Dulwich: Sr Al(>ins v 
Enfield. Sutton Utd v Cat shall on 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier Divi- 
sion: Bamber Bridge v Arlington 
Stanley (7 SOI: Chorley v lanc.vdet 
Colwyn Bay v Almncnam. Emley u 
Guisetey. Frit Hey v Spennymoor. 
Gateshead v Biyth Spai bins Hyde Utd 
v Whitby Town. Leigh PMI v Mount.- 



Liverpool 
v Everton 

Last season: 1-1 



LIVERPOOL, WHO have played just one match in five weeks, 
have some of their injured stars returning for the 160tfa Mersey- 
side derby at AnSeld today. Their captain, Paul Ince, has played 
in two recent reserve games and should' be fit to return fol- 
lowing a leg strain. Robbie Fowler, Michael Owen, Vegard 
Heggem and Dominic Matteo have all recovered from injuries. 
However; Jamie Carragher still has one match of his three-game 
suspension to serve and will not be able to return until Mon- 
day's game at Nottingham Fbrest His only match in a seven- 
week spell has been for England Under-2is. The Reds’ 
manager, Gdrard Houllier must dedde whether to recall Steve 
McManaman for what would be his last taste of a derby match 
before moving to Real Madrid in the summer. 

Everton look likely to be without Ibrahima Bakayoko as well 
as their Scottish international Don Hutchison. Bakayoko is de- 
scribed by the IbSees’ manager Whiter Smith, as being “almost 
certainly out" with a hamstring strain. Hutchison is suspend- 
ed today, so Francis Jeffers could be one of six Blues players 
- along with Marco MaterazzL David Vfeic Olivier Da court, Scot 
Gemmill and Kevin Campbell - to mate their derby debut. 


LIVERPOOL (from): lames. Heggem. Suunron. Song^ Matteo. Babb. _Bjometoye. 
McManaman. Ince. Recfirvapp. Berger. ~ 


Ferri. 


ger. Owen. Riedle. Fowler. FrledeJ. Thompson. 
. Short. Materazzi. Ball. Weir. Unswortt). Watson. Dacourr. 


EVERTON (frond: Myhre. Short. Materazzi. Ball. Weir. Un swarm. Watson. Dacourr. 
Grant. Gemmill. Barm by. Campbell. Jeffers. Cadamarterl. Bakayoko. O'Kane. Degn, 
Jevons, Simon sen. 

Suspensions: Liverpool: Carragher. Everton: Hutchison. 

Referee: D Bleray ( Harrow-on- the-Hill) 



Sheff Wed v 
Coventry 


Last season: 0-0 



COVENTRY'S TEENAGE goalkeeper; Chris Kirkland, may find 
himself thrown into the heat of a Premiership relegation bat- 
tle in his side’s visit to Hillsborough today. The 17-year-oldyouth 
team player has been called in as back-up to Swedish inter- 
national Magnus Hedman for the Sky Blues’ vital Easter pro- 
gramme. He gets his chance because City’s veteran goalkeeper 
Steve Ogrizovic, is under specialist treatment for a neck injury. 

Coventry's manager Gordon Strachan, has other problems. 
He said: “Roland Nilsson is recovering from fractured ribs; 
David Burrows is suspended and we have to see whether Paul 
Williams has recovered from his sciatica. " Striker John Aloisi 
is also suspended but Noel Whelan stands by to replace him. 

England Under-21 international striker Richard Cresswefl may 
make his Sheffield Wednesday debut as their manager. Danny 
Wilson, looks to halt his side's slide down the League. Wilson 
feces a selection dilemma at left-back as Andy Hmchdiffe is sus- 
pended, while the Yugoslav Dejan Stefenovic may not play due 
to the crisis in his homeland. Lee Briscoe could deputise. 


SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (fromi: 5micek Amene-r. Jcnk. Newsome. Walker, Car- 
bone. Sanetti. Cobiau. Humphreys. Br«coe. Siefanovic, Emerson. Rudi. AJewndersson. 
Sorner, Scott. Cresswell. Pressman. 


COVENTRY CITY (from): Hedman. Ed worthy. Shaw. Konjic. Wiliams. Wer. McAl- 
lister. Boaceng. Froggatt. Huchert>y: Whelan. Soitvedr. Cli ‘ “ ' ~ J ~ 


Clement. Kirkland. Gioac- 

chmi, Delarge” Breen. 

Suspensions; Wednesday: Hinchcllffe. Coventry Burrows. Atasi. 

Referee; h Burge ffonypandyl. 



Tottenham 
v Leicester 

Last season: 1-1 



TOTTENHAM'S Worthington Cup final goalscoren Allan Nielsen, 
could keep his place when their beaten opponents, Leicester; 
visit White Hart Lane today. Nielsen, who scored Spurs’ dra- 
matic stoppage-time winner at Wembley, only played on that 
(fey because Tim Sherwood was cup-tied 

This time Sherwood must serve a one-match ban, having 
collected five yellow cards, and will be missing along with his 
fellow midfielder, Darren Anderton, who is also suspended. 
Anderton’s place is likely to go to either Ruel Fbx or Andy Sin- 
ton, although the transfer-listed Jose Dominguez could be given 
a surprise start 

The Leicester City striker Emile Heskey will return to lead 
his side's search for compensation by means of a league .vic- 
tory after undergoing intensive treatment on a back injury. The 
2l-vear-oId pulled out of England's Under-21 squad for their 
match against Poland last week but is fit enough to play. Martin 
O’Neill’s only injury worry is Matt Elliott who suffered a back 
injrny during Scotland’s defeat to the Czech Republic in mid- 
week. Robbie Savage, who had an eventful Worthington Cup 
final, will also start 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR (from): Walken Cart, Nilsen. Campbell. YOung. Tjn«0. 
Edinbuign. Nielsen. Snton. Ftw. Freund. G.nala. Ferdinand. l«ersen. Armstrong. 
Dominguez. Baardsen. 

LEICESTER CTTV i fromi: Keller. Aipneud. Guppy. Uliatname, Elliorr, Sinclair, IttWsh, 
Taggart. Lennon, izzet. Savage, Impey. Gunnlaugsson. Cortee. Heskey. Marshall, Wil- 
son. ZagoraWs. KaamarV, F?nion. 

Suspensions: Tottenham: Sherwood. Anderton. 

Referee: N Barry (Scunthorpe). 





Wimbledon v 
Manchester Utd 

Last season: 2-5 



Runcorn v Winsford Utd: Worksop v 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision: Bath City v Dorchester Broms- 
grove « Holes-wen (7.451: Burton 
Albion V likesron Tn (7.30): Cambridge 
City v Crawley Town. Gloucester Gty v 
WoKesrei city (7 30). Grantham v 


Dumbarton v Cowdenbeath ****2%: "iff® 5 

Lynn v Rothwell Town: Nuneaton v Gres- 


lev Rovers (7 *5i: Tamworth v Arher- 
w>ne (1 30|: Weymouth v Merthyr 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Pre- 
mier Division: Ballymena v Omagh 

tovrn Coleraine v Newry. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Alan Lido v Car- 
mar men Town (7.30). Caernarfon 
Town v Bangor UCy (2.301; Caersws v 
Nwiomrn (2 30). Connah's Quay v 
Holywell (2 30). Haverfordwest V 
Aberystwyth (2 30). Rhayader Town v 
TN S l2 30): Rhyl v Conwy |3.30| 
FIFA WORLD YOUTH CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP Group E: England U-20 v USA 
U-.*v if» f »i (or hono Nigeria}. 


JAAP STAM misses the game after suffering a tr a i n i n g ground 
ankle injury during the Netherlands’ get-together for the mid- 
week friendly against Argentina. 

The good news for the Dutchman and his m a n ager Alex Fer- 
guson, is that he should be fit to face Juventus at Old Trafford 
in Wednesday’s European Cup semi-final first leg. 

Ronny Johnsen and Wes Brown are on standby to partner 
Henning Berg in the centre of defence in Stam's absence, while 
Ryan Giggs is dose to a comeback after three weeks out with 
a hamstringproblem. Jesper Blomqvist is fit again after afoot 
injury which ruled him out against Everton two weeks ago, and 
will come in if Ryan Giggs foils to make it. 

Wimbledon are awaiting a verdict on the fitness of defender 
Kenny Cunningham, who has a calf strain, but winger Gareth 
Ainsworth is back in the squad for the first time in four months 
after injury. 

WIMBUaKN (from): Sullivan. Cunningham. K 
' ‘ - le dy,Fear.. 


ii. Kimble. Thatcher. Perrv: Blackwell. Robots. 
Pidlr* Eaile. CHughn. EueU, Kennedy, Feat, Ainsworth. Gayle. 


S'ku . Leatiiun. Hart- 

Sfr". M Hughes. Hc old. _ , 

MANCHESTER UNITED (fromi: Schmeichd, 6 Neville. Berg. Jobnwn. Brown. Irwin. 
Beckham. Keane. Scholes. CWe, VOrke. S«l».|aer. Blomijvist. P Neville. Butt. Shering. 
nam. Greening. Curtts. Van tier Gouw 
R efer ee : O Barber 


«: . 








Davis Cup: Courier takes advantage of Briton’s faulty serve to give United States team the perfec 

Henman loses battle of wills 



Tim Henman (far court) is caught flat-footed by Jim Courier during the United States player’s five-set first singles Davis Cup rubber at the NIA, Bir min gham , yesterday 


David Ashdown 


BY JOHN ROBERTS 
in Bi rmingham 


BIRMINGHAM ACQUIRED a 
marathon on a tennis court at 
the National Indoor Arena 
yesterday when Jim Courier 
defeated Tim Henman 7-6, 2-6. 
7-6, 6-7, 7-5, after four hours and 
12 minutes, to given the Unit- 
ed States a winning start in the 
Davis Cup World Group first 
round tie against Britain. 

tty though Henman did to 
respond to the roar of the 
crowd. Courier would not be 
denied There was pride in 
every winning shot he made in 
a victory which achieved more 
than words could to mock his 
compatriots, Pete Sampras 
and Andre Agassi, for their 
lack of interest in the 100th an- 
niversary of tennis’s premier 
men's team competition. 

The 28-year-old Courier's 
response to a call to arms was 
magnificent, and he ended the 
long duel with Henman, the 
British No I, with a backhand 
service return to break his op- 
ponent to love. Both players had 
given all they had and only the 
second set, won by Henman, 
could be described as straight- 
forward 

The first set tie-break ran 
away from Henman after he hit 
his second double fault of the 
match for 1-3. The players had 
been on court for 48 minutes, 
and Courier was ready to take 
his opportunity. The American 
forced another mini break, re- 
turning a second serve, and he 
secured the set in style, 2-7, 
with a forehand lob after Hen- 
man had again missed with a 
first serve. 

Although there were no 
service breaks en route to the 
first set shoot-out, Henman did 
well to escape in the opening 
game, in which his erratic first 
serve gave Courier four break 
points. Having double faulted on 
the first point of the match, 
Henman served and volleyed 
his way out of trouble on the 
first break-point, and erased the 
second with an ace. Courier 
missed a forehand on the third 
opportunity, and hit a back- 
hand second service return 
long on the fourth. 

Henman steadied his serve 
to the extent that be (fid not lose 
a point on it until reaching 
30-0 at 4-4. Courier was unim- 
pressed. having given little 


away on his own serves, hitting 
them deep and following them 
to the net whenever it seemed 
prudent Henman created a 
couple of delightful drop volleys 
to take a 6-5 lead, but took only 
one point off Courier's serve 
before tie umpire called the tie- 
break. 

The crowd had been sub- 
dued during the early part of the 
match, so quiet in the opening 
games that the air-conditioning 
made the most noise, an eerie 
whistling wind sound which tre- 
ated an impression that 10,000 
inhabitants in the National 


Indoor Arena were trapped zn a 
haunted house. 

Henman’s endeavours trans- 
formed the atmosphere by 
breaking for 3-2 in the second 
set, his service return on the 
final point prompting roars of 
delight and much stamping of 
feet Courier’s serve began to 
wavec and he hit his first 
double-faults of the match in the 
seventh game, the third on 
break point Henman held to 
love to level the match, taking 
the set in 30 minutes. 

Courier double-faulted again 
to present Henman with an 


opportunity to break in the 
third game of the third set but 
Henman’s forehand return on 
the next point landed in the net 
Service errors were beginning 
to become a feature of the con- 
test Henman double-faulting 
when broken for 2-5 - Courier 
responding in kind to lose the 
initiative when serving at 5-3. 
The American lost his compo- 
sure over the line call on his 
second serve, marching to the 
net to protest a rebel on a court 
of Confederate grey-blue. Tom 
GulUkson. the United States' 
captain, made a moderate com- 


plaint to the French umpire. 
Bruno Rebeuh, who made plain 
his agreement with the judge’s 
call Henman continued to play 
his way back into the set and 
Courier's relationships with 
the crowd continued to deteri- 
orate. The American’s elabo- 
rate gesture to show where he 
believed a Henman shot had 
landed beyond the baseline in 
the 10th game irritated the 
spectators, who were annoyed 
further after he congratulated 
a line judge for a correct call on 
the way to the second tie-break. 

“Give me a break down 


here," Courier shouted at 2-2 in 
the shoot-out A spectator re- 
sponded with; “I suppose you 
thought that was in as well?" 
after Courier dearly missed his 
first serve on the next point. 
Courier turned and pointed at 
the heckler after nudging 
ahead, 3-2. He then broke Hen- 
man for 5-2 and won the shoot- 
out 7-3, for a two set to one lead. 

Henman recovered a break 
of serve to level at 4-4 on the 
way to the fourth-set tie-break, 
which was to generate the most 
dramatic action of the match. 
Double faults played a part. 


Henman hitting two for 4-5. He 
recovered for 5-5, only to hit a 
backhand long to give Courier 
the first of four match points. 
The American missed with the 
a wfld backhand service return. 
Henman created a set point 
with an ace. only to net a fore- 
hand for 7-7. 

Henman saved the second 
match point with another ace, 
but double-faulted for 8-9. A 
backhand to the baseline saved 
the third match point, and 
Courier hit another wfld back- 
hand return wide across the 
court on his fourth. The Amer- 


ican compounded that by miss- 
ing a forehand on Henman's 
second set point, the Briton win- 
ning the shoot-out, 12-10. 

There are no tie-breaks in 
the fifth sets of Davis Cup 
matches, and this one (fid not 
necessitate one, even though 
games went according to serve 
until it came Henman’s turn to 
toss the ball and deliver in toe 
12th game. This time, when 
Courier had his fifth match- 
point, he hit the sweetest back- 
hand cross-court return you 
could wish to see. 

Other results, page 25 
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L 6-PAGE SPORTS SECTION 


A- 

Richard Williams (left) reports from Italy as Juventus make final preparations 
for next week’s European Cup semi-final against Manchester United 

Chris Hewett on rugby union’s Tetley's Bitter Cup semi-finals 

Comprehensive guide to 15 Easter Monday racecards and the 

Irish Grand National 


THE SATURDAY CROSSWORD 


No.3SS7 Saturday 3 April 


by Phi 



Friday's solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 



ACROSS 

I Shortage of runs in the 
end (6) 

4 Two thousand verses in 
it may be improper (8) 

10 Crazy dance performed 
by pnson officers? (9) 

II Fortune-tefling's sharp 
about love (5) 

12 Scrap a piece of Indian 
music (4J 

13 Monstrous Sapper -or 
femme jutolel (^2,4) 

15 Prevent one leaving sub- 
dued meal (7) 

16 Bright, within limits of 
clarity? The opposite (6) 

19 Crucial apartment - it’s 
all push-buttons! (3-3) 

21 It’s a requirement when 
returning for fruit (7) 

23 Indication of possession 
perhaps too abused (10) 

25 I was in charge of 
revolutionary shop (4) 

27 Nothing pleasant can be 
kept in reserve <2J3 

28 Agreed phrase describ- 
ing singular mental 
state? (23,4) 

29 Shakespearean antihero 
almost hung to men, 
shir king leadership (8) 

30 Lad receiving a lot of 
charity? There's a bit of 
a catch (6) 


DOWN 

1 Give an illustration: 

“See bird flying round 
front of cage" (8) 

2 Groan when running in 
hectic race, it’s pre- 
sumed (9) 

3 Place is a drag, needing 
a bit of novelty (4) 

5 Airy doctor accepting 
love? Not half (7) 

6 No more varieties avail- 
able? That’s not show- 
ing top form (3,231 

7 No time for period of 
French history? That’s 
a mistake (5) 

8 Hetty’s made out to be a 
nymph (6) 

9 Cruel man, notice, is im- 
paling holy man (6) 

14 No bed to be found for 
such a sufferer? (10) 

17 Erudite working with 
shell of uranium and 
heavy hydrogen (9) 

18 Two men here CEssex 
men. presumably* (8) 

20 Get less sleep 143> 

21 ttain dolphins? (6) 

22 A year of getting studs 
into pianoforte - and this 
is the result! (3-3) 

24 College gold that is 
taken py lecturer (5) 

26 Lower asks to hug giri (4> 


. , , . 'next Thurs- 

day receive hardbacked copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. 
Answers and winners' names will be published next Saturday. Send 
solutions to Saturday Crossword, E O. Box 4018, The Independent, 1 
Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London £14 5BL Please use the box 
□umber and postcode and give your own postcode. Last week’s win- 
ners: A \fass,5i Helens; P Jones. Caldicot; EBrundritt T SEll;ATbwii. 
Barooldswick; J Webster, Blackford. 




Zidane’s injury 
adds to worries 
for Juventus 


JUST AS Manchester United 
managed to avoid the danger of 
Ronaldo in the first leg of their 
European Cup quarter-final 
against Internazionale, so they 
may be spared the threat of 
Zinedine Zidane, toe Brazil- 
ian's successor to the title of the 
world’s greatest footballec in 
toe first of their two semi-final 
meetings with Juventus at Old 
Trafford on Wednesday. 

The Frenchman, who scored 
two of his country’s goals in the 
World Cup final last July, was 
injured in the second leg of his 
club's quarter-final against 
Olympiakos of Athens two and 
a half weeks ago and has not 
played since. He missed 
France's Euro 2000 qualifying 
games against the Ukraine last 
Saturday and Armenia on 
Wednesday, to the team’s obvi- 
ous detriment. 

Yesterday he made an 
appearance at ttirin’s Stadio 
Communal e, the old stadium 
which Juventus now use as a 
training ground, but was unable 
to take part in exercises with 
the rest of the squad. With his 
right leg heavQy bandaged from 
mid-thigh to mid-calf, he jogged 
along the touchline and occa- 
sionally attempted a gentle 
jinking exercise. 

Zidane will not travel with the 
rest of the team to Empoli for 
today’s match against SerieA's 
bottom club, but Juventus’s 


by Richard Williams 
in Turin 

new coach. Carlo Ancelotti, re- 
fused to rule out the possibility 
of an appearance in Manches- 
ter. “If I had to make a decision 
today on the side for Wednes- 
day’s match, I couldn't pick 
him," he said yesterday. “But be- 
tween now and Wednesday any- 
thing can happen. So we must 
be hopeful. At the moment Td 
say there’s an even chance.” 

Juventus, the Italian cham- 
pions, are suffering from un- 
certain league form and a rash 
of absences as they prepare to 
challenge for a place in the 
European Cup final for the 
fourth consecutive year. 

Alessandro Del Piero, their 
star forward, has been out of 
action since collecting a knee 
injury in October and is unlikely 
to return before the end of the 
season. Thierry Henry, pur- 
chased from Monaco before 
Christmas and praised for his 
contribution to two good wins 
by the France Under-21 side in 
toe past few days, is ineligible. 
Lastly, Paolo Montero. toe 
small but powerful Uruguayan 
central defender has a leg in- 
jury and his chances of playing 
at Old ttafford. like Zidane's, 
are rated by Ancelotti at no 
better than 50-50. 
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YOU GAN HELP NO 


A human catastrophe is unfolding in the Balkans. 
Thousands of Kosovan Afbanhns have fled their homes 
for other countries in one of Europe’s worst human- 
itarian crisis since the Second World War. Albania is 
worst a ffected with refugees neafing shelter, food and 
clothing. Christian Aid can help. We have been working 
in the Balkans since the break-up of Yugoslavia and 
will go on working there. Please give what you can. 

IWnttncis will ho MaiM u. u..« . 


Name 


Address. 


Postcode. 


.1 enclose diequo/pf 


£250-D £200D S100D £50d £250 £l0d other £ 
or daw my crw» cart. ma^OiMiatar, pfease speefiy, 


" L L | "'h i u jjjjxmxi’gg. 

Signature 


To Christian JUd 
Freepost nwwitoa 

Manchester, MS BOA m 

h We 


ChristianffA 


GALL NOW ON 0345 000 300 
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SAVE YOUR BACON 
MAKING SURE YOU 
GET YOUR SHARE 


INVESTING, PAGE 5 



IN THE REALM 
OF THE SENSES: 
ALFA’S NEW GTV 

MOTORING, PAGE 6 
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A LONDON HOME 
FOR LESS THAN 
£ 50,000 
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A stake in the future 

And now - what the financial industry really thinks about stakeholder pensions. By Paul Slade 

I t was bound to happen. First 
the praise, then the brickbats: 
barely three months since the 
Government published its pro- 
posals for a new “stakeholder” 
pension scheme - to. at the 
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I was bound to happen. First 

|h the praise, then the brickbats: 

■ barely three months since the 

I Government published its pro- 

■ posab for a new “stakeholder" 
■JL pension scheme - to, at the 
time, near-universal approval -and aJ- 
readythe plans have came underfire. 

Critics are claiming that stake- 
holder pensions would be a “hugely 
wasteful” regime with ‘'massive un- 
necessary costs” for savers. 

Consumer groups and pension 
providers see parallels with the pen- 
sions nris-seHing scandal of the late 
ftightfes.Then, thousands ofworkers 
were wrongly told to opt out of per- 
fectly good occupational schemes for 
far inferior alternatives. 

Ah independent consumer panel at 
the Financial Services Authority, the 
City's leading watchdog, warns: “It is 
important that employees are not en- 
couraged away from existing occu- 
pational schemes by employers 
playing on the simplicity of (stake- 
holder) schemes and the 'halo' effect 
of Government sponsorship.” 

According to the Government, 
stakeholder pensions will be targeted 
aainly at the 11 million UK workers 
who earn between £9,000 and £20,000 
a year only about hatf of whom already 
have an occupational pension. The pro- 
.posais aim to provide a “secure, flex- 
ible and value-for-money” savings 
option, which the Government wants - 
up and running by April 2001. 

Howevej^to^rew Black, pensions 
marketing manager at Standard life, 
a leading pension provider, says he 
does not want to see people auto- 
matically snatched' out of company 
schemes into stakeholder ones: “A lot 
of the problem ip the late 1980s was 
generated by the fact that too many 
people opted out, andwewantto avoid 
that happening again.” 

Axa Sun Life, another insure*; adds: 
“The consultative document amid be 
interpreted as encouraging swit ch i ng 
of existing pension arrangements to 
stakeholder [schemes]. We believe it 
would be hugely wasteful if thus were 
the outcome. In many respects, ex- 
isting schemes are likely to offer bet- 
ter value than stakeholder” 

Axa bases its worries on an aside in . 
the Government's consultation paper 
saying that the pension indisby will be 
expected to “facilitate transfer into 



Pensioners may not be dancing for joy if they ‘mis-buy* stakeholder pensions 


Tony TbHerton, Axa’s senior tech- 


nical manages; fears many more peo- 
ple than the Government intends mil; 
respond to this encouragement bybpt 7 . 
ing out of occupational schemes 
out realising they could lose out. V r 
The FSA consumer panel is worried/ 
that many employers would use the ' 
switdifromoccupationalschemesto 
stakeholder pensions as a way of cut- 
ting their own costs. Employers have 
to contribute to their workers’ occu- 
pational schemes, but would not have 


to do so with stakeholder pensions. 

The FSA panel is calling on the Gov- 
ernment to fight the danger of mis-sell- 
ing through a consumer education 
campaign w hich fa lire about all the dif- 
ferent types of pensions available, 
not just stakeholder schemes. 

Barbara Saunders, who chairs the 
panel, says: “They need to empower 
consumers to make informed choic- 
es, and that requires better education 
and better information.” 


Axa wants to see yet another cat- 
egory of pension introduced to protect 
these workers. These would not be 
stakeholder plans, but would have low 
enough charges to be certified as 
“stakeholder-friendly". 

Mr Tollerton says: “What would 
happen in practice is that every sin- 
gle pension at these levels of earnings 
would be either a foil stakeholder, or 
stakeholder- friendly" . 

Standard Life agrees there is a dan- 


ger of people moving wrongly into 
stakeholders, but its own concern is 
for those in group personal pensions 
rather than occupational schemes. 

Employers who already offer an oc- 
cupational scheme to all their em- 
ployees need not give them access to 
a stakeholder alternative. But no de- 
cision has yet been made on an equiv- 
alent exclusion for group personal 
pension schemes. 

Standard Life believes this omission 
“could result in massive unneccessary 
costs”, as people transfer out of group 
schemes for no good reason. 

As a mutual. Standard life is owned 
by its policyholders, who Andrew 
Black says would have to bear these 
extra costs. At Axa, Mr Tollerton says 
the costs of the waste he refers to 
would also ultimately fell on savers. 

Standard Life adds: “Some em- 
ployees will receive better benefits 
from group personal pensions than 
from some occupational pension 
schemes. It would dearly be illogical 
not to provide an exemption for such 
good schemes.” 

“Good" group personal pensions, it 
adds, should be defined as those with 
low enough charges to meet the stake- 
holder standards. But this test would 
come only "after a reasonable transi- 
tion period such as three to fiveyears." 

This issue of advice also concerns 
many pension experts, who say the 
lade of help in buying a pension under 
stakeholder rules win Anther increase 
the risks involved. Axa believes a 
charge of no more than i.5 per cent 
would be enough to build in the cost 
of advice to buyers. 

But Ms Saunders says most people 
in the target stakeholder group can- 
not afford to pay for advice. Instead, 
she wants to see very basic help 
made available free through Citizens' 
Advice Bureaux. “People who just 
want some help in deriding what sort 
of route might be appropriate could 
then go to an informed source to help 
them through the maze," she says. 

Andrew Black, at Standard Life, 
says: "The concern now is not so much 
mis-selling as mis-buying: people 
walking into something without taking 
advice, and buying something that re- 
ally doesn't suit them." 

Mr Tollerton adds: "The risk of peo- 
ple taking a stakeholder pension with- 
out advice - and not realising they've 
done anything wrong till they retire X 
years later - is very much there." 



Property of the week 

Prepare to strip in earnest if you take on Scrimshaws, a 
Georgian-fronted Finland cottage five miles from King’s 
Lynn. The wallpaper is probably seven or eight layers 
deep, but that would be the least of the renovations 
required. Untouched for years, the two-bedroom cottage 
has no central heating and a downstairs bathroom, so 
probably needs extending on two floors at the baric to 
make into a decent three-bedroom house with an 
upstairs bathroom: and it would certainly need a new 
kitchen. But its half-acre, triangular-shaped plot 
provides scope for imaginative renovation. 

The village, once on the trunk road to Peterborough, 
is now by-passed, cutting down traffic considerably. 
With its walled garden and farmland views, the cottage 
would make an attractive family or holiday home, say 
agents Brown & Co (01945 464747), who are giving a 
guide price of £60,000. Rosalind Russell 

More Property, pages 7 & 8 
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Car of the week 

It’s Beetleraania of course. Why else would buyers be 
prepared to pay around £18,000 for an unofficial import 
of the latest Volkswagen Beetle? In case you have 
missed all the hype, the Beetle is really a current- 
generation VW GolL but with a much more characterful 
body on top. It’s therefore much less practical. 

Never mind, it looks so cute. Official imports will 
start later this year - left-hand-drive only and will also 
cost somewhere in the region of £18,000. 

However, the cheapest I have seen are offered at the 
by Euro Auto (01628 473311): T-registered, with air 
conditioning, alloy wheels, a choice of colours and a 
dashboard-mounted flower vase (honest). AD this for 
just £15,995 on the road. James Ruppert 

More Motoring, page 6 



Fancy some nooky? You’ll need protection 

Forget third party, fire and theft - now willing consumers can insure themselves against bad sex. By Paul Slade 
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EVER WOKEN tip next to an ugly 
stranger? Bought a bad album? Ru- 
ined your dothes in the wash, or had 

a bad haircut^Ftear not, you can now 
obtain insurance against these and 
life's many other vicissitudes, in- 
cluding crisis moments such as your 
team losing the FA Cup FinaL 
The cover available includes in- 
against failure , to perform in 


men's magazine. Its May edition con- 

dudes that readers would have to pay 
anaimualiH’eQiiumof£20forlhispar L 
ticular coven In return, they could ex- 
pect a payout of up to £500 if they failed 
to rise to the occasion. 

The policies are sold by insurance 
agents Goodfeliows Rebecca Injpims 
Pearson (Grip), an insurer known for 




.-l§e 


marketing “straight" policies, such as 
acc ident, and inrampl nyment cover, as 
well as “frivolous" insurance; includ- 
ing protection against virgin births. 

Bui when it comes to meeting 
ebrimw, Grip is far from a soft touch. 
The firm’s underwriting cGrectoi; 
Simon Burgess, says: "In all these 
cases, the devil is in the detail, and the 
burden of proof would be on you. Hbu'd 


ration from your wife that you couldtft 
get it up. 

Tf there was a pre-existing med- 
ical condition, then that would be ex- 
cluded, and obviously one would have 
a 14 pints of lager’ exclusion.” 

The temporary impotence policy 
is often bought not by the poten- 
tial claimant himself; but fay friends 


anxious to add some spice to the 
best man’s speech. 

Already on Grip's books with sim- 
ilar policies are US President Bill Clin- 
ton-insured by a Republican rival as 
a publicity stunt - and a pom star 
named EuwJardon. 

Grip's cover against such perils as 
getting served a bad pint in the pub 
would cost £20 and the potential pay- 
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fog up next to an ugly person would 
cost you £150, and could pay out £200. 

However; Malcolm Tailing spokes- 
man at the Association of British In- 
surers, is unimpressed. He says: 
“Who derides what a bad pint is? What 
are you going to do - take the pint 
along to your insurance company 
and ask them to analyse it?" 


AGAINST 


PROBLEMS 




Deal of che week 

Mobile phone customers who sign up to Cellnet will be 
offered a Two For Free deal: free evening and weekend 
calls to two UK fixed-line numbers of their choice, until 
31 December 1999. 

One million current Cellnet First and Cellnet core 
digital customers who sign up before the end of June 
will also benefit The catch is that you have to sign up 
for a minimum of one year, with penalties of between 
£100 and £200 for cancelling before then. But if your 
lover lives far away, this is the mobile phone for you. 
Call 0990 214000. NIC ClCUTTI 


SHOPPING AND DESIGN HAVE 
MOVED TO THE WEEKEND REVIEW 
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AMt of 6.1% variable. 

mllafcle equity. Payowflt 


^ O 1 V ^ W * |gr: ^ T . I Mortgages wsve sever been simpler { 

Y < 1 V .. - PHONE LINES OPEN MONOAY-fMDAY BAM-9PM, SATURDAY SAM-SPM 

hifp^/wwwJt*i»dajdUSt«b«iilu^ 

is 10X162, abject loiata andto oat nxmpp tan* and conditions, which art anlbb It on requt* YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP VP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHra LOAN SECWB® ONI IT. Written iWborn 
BOtfSwwmiat monm*tif£K^ nten m 25 yean, charged at 455% Discounted Variant Rale far 6 months then 6.05% Standard Variable Rate. e. monthly payments -A £U5.20 «*>*, Mien W monthly payments ot Wb .5? TotaJ amount payable £1 16-5. Including standard ratoatton “ ^ 
prodon, aft cart* Kttkmea to 90 days’ gram tamest ar the Standard variable Rate on the Initial Mim advanced will app ,v l " redemption «uhm the fail 12 months, ravracnl holidays will be allowed after die fan t. rnonUiiy 

nr um] ftafci rtsHrtsaatniwdynoBes If Staikdud DfcBanJA soHdtpo ate used. Standard nluattan fee wll] be refunded on completion of the mortgage Tek-photn. ea Us will be monitored and twetded to help us improve cuHomn service Standard Ufo Rant Umiled sundard Ulc Home 30 Lothian Road EtUn LH . .ban 
. . ont o -nr . . - incnducei ttftfSKasttbn only ot Standard Lite, which is regulated by the Pwsonal JnvcsSnem Authority, for Itlc aasuiana. pemiom and mvecments 














the independent 

Saturday 3 April 1999 


WHENEVER I think 1 am 
going soft on the financial 
industry, a letter or phone 
call from a reader will jolt 
me back into my usual 
combative sell Here is one 
example from a reader we'll 
call Mr Smith. 

Earlier this month he 
received his buildings 
insurance premium 
reminder from Halifax 
General Insurance Services. 

The Halifax deal is similar 
to many on offer from 
mortgage lenders: you can 
send a cheque, or if you don't 
want to, they’ll pay the 
premium anyway and add 
the sum to your mortgage 
total. For many readers, this 
is seen as a bonus if they 
can't afford the premiums in 
any one year. 

The amount being asked 
of Mr Smith, however, was 
£288.40. It didn't look right, 
in past years he had been 
charged £175.80, £184.30 and 
£183.32. so naturally Mr 
Smith called the bank, 
convinced they had made an 
error. However he was 
assured that the new figure 
was correct due to a revised 
method of assessing 
premiums by postcode 

It took one call to his local 
insurance broker to obtain a 
quote that was more than 
£90 less than the Halifax 
premium. The broker said 
he had no evidence of 
premiums in Mr Smith's 
locality rising dramatically. 

. Mr Smith has written to 
Halifax General Insurance 
Services to complain about 
the increase. “The silence,*' 
he says, “is deafening”. 

As he points out what 
annoys Mr Smith about this 
is that there must be many 
people less vigilant than 
himself who would not check 
a new premium and would 
unthinkingly allow the 
Halifax to pay it and so add it 
to their mortgage. 

They would act like this 
on the rather quaint - and, 
so it would appear 
misguided - understanding 
that their mortgage lender 
has their best interests at 
heart In fact it is obvious 
that the Halifax is more 
interested in looking after its 
own interests. 

There are several lessons 
to be learned from Mr 
Smith's experience, 
particularly for those of us . 
who will be out house- 
hunting this Easter. 



NIC 

Cicum 

Many insurers raise 
prices surreptitiously, 
assuming that policy- 
holders won’t notice 


The first is always get 
more than one quote from a 
direct insurer and an 
insurance broker. Never, 
unless it is a condition of a 
loan, automatically take out 
your lender’s cover. 

Despite his creditable £90 
annual saving, I have no 
doubt at all that a few more 
rails by Mr Smith to other 
brokers and insurers would 
have cut his annual 
premiums even further. 

Second, always to check 
the amount you are being 
asked to pay for your 
insurance premiums. 
Leaving aside Halifax's 
“revised method of 
assessing premiums by 
postcodes”, many insurers 
will surreptitiously (and not 
so surreptitiously) raise 
prices on the assumption 
that their policyholders 
won't notice. 

Third, if you do stick with 
a lender's household or 
contents policy, never allow 
it to add the premiums to the 
amount you awe on the 
mortgage. This is a recipe 
for disaster not only because 
you are lulled into a false 
sense of security, as Mr 
Smith briefly was, but 
because the interest 
repayable on successive 
premiums added to the 
original loan soon dwarfs the 
original amount owed. 

Think about it £200 added 
to a policy in year one 
becomes at least £400- £500 
after 25 years, based on 
average interest rates over 
the past decade or so. 

For those of you who will 
be out house-hunting this 
Easter, 1 hope you find a 
bargain. You can help pay for 
it by keeping an eye on your 
insurance costs - as Mr 
Smith's experience shows. 


Personal finance 


Married with a few bob 



Financial Makeover 


NAME: TJEERD LEKKERKERKER AND EMMA FOCGMAN AGE: 28 AND 


T jeerd and Emma 
married a few 
months ago. They 
both work and live in 
rented accommo- 
dation in south Lon- 
don. Ideally they 
would like to buy their own home, but 
also plan to start a family in a few 
years time. They have £20,000 in a 
savings account and no outstanding 
debts. Apart from their savings they 
have no other investments, pen- 
sions, or life assurance. From their 
joint income they pay £550 per month 
in rent and they estimate that they 
can save £500 per month. 

The adviser Fiona Price, manag- 
ing director of independent financial 
and tax advisers Fiona Price & Part- 
ners. 33 Great Queen Street, London 
WC2B 5AA. (0171 430 03661. 

The advice: Tjeerd and Emma have 
a number of financial planning issues 
that need to be addressed. First they 
plan to buy a house in the near future, 
so money is going to be tight for the 
next couple ofyears. Buying a house 
is always more expensive than we an- 
ticipate. luckily they have quite sig- 
nificant savings, part of which they 
can use as a deposit They may also 
want to carry out some home im- 
provements so they should keep 
their money on deposit 
I would advise them to by not to 
use all of their savings for house pur- 
chase and hold some back as a cash 
reserve. A general rule of thumb is 
an amount equivalent to at least three 
months normal expenditure, which 
in Tjeerd and Emma's case is rough- 
ly £6,000. The new individual savings 
accounts (ISAs) available from 6 
April 1999 are the best home for this. 

They should invest £3.000 each in 
a mini cash ISA which will give them 
the benefit of instant access to their 
cash and tax-free interest If they 
have any spare money next year they 
should look at a mini equity ISA as 
a home for medium-term savings. 

As far as mortgages are con- 
cerned, I would advise them to go for 
a repayment mortgage on a three- 
year fixed rate with no redemption 
tie in after the fixed rate period. This 
will help them to budget and also 
means they will not be locked into un- 
favourable rates in three years time 
if interest rates continue to fail. 
There are three-year fixed rate mort- 
gages, with no tie in, available at rates 
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Tjeerd Lekkerkerker and his wife Emma Fbugman have £20.000 in savings 


Emma Boom 


of about 5 per cent. There are new 
deals being announced all the time 
so it pays to shop around. Do watch 
out for any compulsory' extras. 

Tjeerd and Emma had also ex- 
pressed concern about life cover. A 
mortgage protection policy on both 
their lives would provide adequate 
cover for their needs and will keep 
their regular outgoings down. 


As added protection I would in- 
clude critical illness cover, which will 
pay a lump sum equivalent to the out- 
standing balance of their mortgage 
in the event of either of them con- 
tracting certain serious illnesses. 
Fbr an initial sum assured of £100.000 
they should expect to pay about £30 
per month <go for a guaranteed rate 
rather than a renewable one i . Once 


they start a family they should in- 
crease their life cover significantly. 

Another area that needs immedi- 
ate attention is pension planning. 
Both of them have never been mem- 
bers of a company scheme nor have 
they made their own private provi- 
sion. I would advise them to take out 
personal pensions immediately. 

However as they are going to have 


COMPANY. AND PASTRY CHEF 

fiaiity significant outlays over the next 
few years, with the purchase of a new 
house and the prospect of starting a 
family. I suggest that they limit their 
contributions to about £100 per 
month each initially This amount will 
help to rf i'swpljnp them into making 
pension contributions but will not 
overstretch them. 

Tjeerd should make sure that 
every time he receives a pay rise he 
should also increase his pension. As 
Fmma plans to work part-time once 
t hf y hf n^ <4ifldrpw sh p should be aide 

to maintain a premium of £100 per 
month even on a reduced income. I 
would go for level-costed plans, 
where the charges are spread over 
the term of the contract rather than 
taken “up front”, and perhaps trans- 
fer to the new stakeholder pensions 
when they become available in 2001. 

Fmalfy they need to consider per- 
manent health insurance (PHD, 
which will provide them with an in- 
come when they become 2L They trill 
be entitled to statutory sick pay, 
however; at £59.55 per week (from 6 
April! it is unlikely to go very far The 
aim is to provide adequate cover for 

minim al cost. 

The way to achieve this is by hav- 
ing as long a deferment period as pos- 
sible (the deferment period is the 
number of weeks you must be ifl be- 
fore the plan pays any benefit). 

The first thing they should do is 
dieck out bow much sickpay they will 
receive from their employers. Any 
personal PHI plans should “kick in” 
once the company benefit stops. To 
reduce costs further addin the three 
months emergency cash reserve to 
tiie equation. 

The steps I have laid out should 
allow Tjeerd and Emma to buy a 
house, provide adequate protection, 
and start making provision for their 
retirement, without overburdening 
them And they should still have 
enough at the end of the month to 
build up more short-term savings to 
help Mien they start a family. 

If you would like a free financial 
makeover, potentially worth hun- 
dreds of pounds, from The Inde- 
pendents panel of independent 
financial advisers, p lease write to 
Andrew Verity. Free Makeover, The 
Independent, One Canada Square. 
Canary Wharf LondanEZ45DL.You 
must be willing for your name, edit- 
ed financial details and photograph 
to appear in die newspaper 




Pensions 
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You can pick up the phone and get 
pension information or advice and 
even set up a Personal Pension, 
quickly and without fuss. 


Call, Sam- 1 0pm, 7 days a week 
quoting ref: 288DH1 

0345 6789 10 



or talk to your 

Independent Financial Adviser. 
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'x -free route for better performance 
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Legal & General's Corporate Bond 
ISA is designed to provide high 
tax-free income at a low cost. 

It you an.' coiKidcriilQ pulling inr«iev 
iniu un ISA with .1 view t... earning .1 high 
income from jour in' ■.--iinent then [• ■,.& 
no further tlwn Letpd & tjenenf.* 
iy>rpiiraie Bond ISA. 

Logul & General's Corpor.il>.* HunO is a 
invests in ihe highlv successful Fixed 
IntervNj Trusi which ■ >lTers j o ■mpe-cinve 
oimmi running yield i>f ■ .. 1 '*..’ pj 

And becuuse (lie G.-rponiie UmikI lv\ 1, 
iceiily tree of tax. a ■XHnviUFXtil lunk nr 
IxnVing Mx-ieiy would luve r>> offer .in 
interest r.iie 1 f 7 . 6 °^ pju to basic rale to- 
payer*, .md a staggering 10.1*0 pa. to 
higlx*r rate taxpayers t«. imicli iliis nue 


Ft tr Ule best results you should choose an ISA provider 
W ith .1 oxiuniimcnr k> >alue for money, low duiges and 
higli-iiKr«ne - 
L*- ;.ui I & Oeneml's 
reo.ird is . me i.i 
the- u-rv I iest. 



As it.Kj'tJ expect, 
lev I A General's 

i Mrp.ir.ne Bond ... : 

IM is jvaiLiMe as 

.1 MjxI and J Mini ISA and easily meets the Govemmenf- 

«— AT standard - providing you with a product 

*•“ S,,Upl '-‘- char Jnd f «'r w >di annual charges and 

cx|)en»i!s <i| rurrenilv 1u.1i i.i.siy>»,. 

" Ul " i,h >'*"■ «« K* cn invest u, 

10 1 .W.I lor the l:i\ v.-.ir 1W jf.Kit.i , in | v 

*H us now i.«r visa tin- ii-.rii iv ,• . , , 

-c,al sc '..n.iK-ral web site to find 
mil inonr ab-xii i| w (,, w i., . . 

■ har^my. high income ISA. 


Find out more now - call freephone 


0800 092 0092 


8am to 8pm weekdays. 9am to 5pm weekends 

For ' " k ,r pmiesu. m. ctlL-. arc- UMbilhr to.. roVil are I rareJ. -m!> n> mu. m.sl 

| H | Visit our web site at : www.LandG.com 

Please quote ref: OJOOJO] 
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Tel. A«>. Home, 
Tel i\V. Work. 
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Loadsamoney (maybe) [wn go far 


How to get rich, part three: Rachel Fixsen looks at high-risk, split capital investment trusts 


C apital growth is the 
main attraction of 
shares - dividends 
are really just a 
sideshow. Take the 
shares of pharma- 
ceuticals gfant Glaxo 
Wellcome, in the last five years, divi- 
dends alone gave investors a return 
ofjust over 25 p«- cent tmt in the same 
period the company's share price 
grew by over 200 per cent 
So imagine the hire of a type of share 
which returned not only its own capi- 
tal growth, but that of other shares too. 
These shares exist They are called 
capital shares and are one of the var- 
ious classes of share available in a split 
capital investment trust 
An investment trust is a company 
which exists purely to invest in the 
shares of other companies. It is a type 
of collective investment* investors 
buy shares in the investment trust as 
a way of spreading their risk across 
a variety of equities. 

Split capital investment trusts are 
abr^ofinvestmentti^whidihave 
a limited life. They invest in a simila r 
way to any other investment trust, but 
instead of issuing ordinary shares 
which pay a dividend and fluctuate in 
value according to the performance 
of die trust splits offer a variety of 
types of share. 

Capital and income shares are the 
most basic types. Income shares ben- 
efit from the dividends of all the 
shares in the trust while capital 
shares assume all the capital growth. 

Other types of share include zero 
dividend preference shares. These pay 
no dividend but are the safestbecause 
they offer a fixed rate of return and 
have first call on the assets of the trust 
when it is wound up. Stepped prefer- 
ence shares pay dividends which rise 
at a predetermined rate each yean 
making them suitable for people look- 
ing for a guaranteed level of income. 

Capital shares can offer huge re- 
turns -but at a price. “They are suit- 
able for investors who want to take a 
high risk for a high reward," says 
Annabel Brodie-Smith of the Associ- 
ation of Investment Trust Companies. 
But investors must understand those 
risks first, she warns. 

The reason capital shares are so 
risky is that when the investment trust 
is wound up, capital shares are last in 
line for a payout If the trust’s in- 
vestments have performed really 
badly, there might be little left in the 
kitty for capital share holders after re- 
paying holders of income shares and 
zeros. They could get less than their 
original capital back. 


•: ; v -v- .v • fci?-;r rk w rt,- 




High-risk trusts and plastering have one thing in common: the rewards 


Ken Lennox 


“Capital shares are generally in- 
appropriate for smaller investors," 
says Graham Bates of independent fi- 
nancial advisers Bates Investment 
Services. “While you could quadruple 
your money you could just as easily 
halve it," he says. Any funds invest- 
ed in capital shares should be seen as 
gambling money, says Mr Bates. 

However; as long as you onfy invest 
money you are prepared to lose, the 
potential gains may seem worth the 
risk David Learmonth, head teacher 
at a West 'feckshire school invested be- 
tween £5,000 and £6,000 in capital 
shares in 1992. Over the past six and 
a half years, he has cashed in about 
£20.000 of growth from the original in- 
vestment and the portfolio is currently 
worth nearly £10,000. 

How do you choose a split capital 
investment trust? As with any other 
type of collective investment, you 


have to decide which investment sec- 
tor you want whether it is larger blue 
chip companies, smaller companies or 
a general UK portfolio, for example. 

Find out how long the trust has yet 


'Capital shares are 
for those who want 
to take a high risk 
for a high reward ' 


to run. A trust with a reasonable life 
left has better chances of weathering 
downturns in the stockmarket says 
Kean Seager of Bristol-based inde- 
pendent financial advisers White- 
church Securities. “Any short-term 
problems would be ironed out" he says. 


I HAVE never been one to be easily 
seduced by so-called special offers 
and last chances to buy, but we 
really have seen the last chance 
to buy PEPs and Tessas. One 
small question springs to mind on 
the subject of PEPS. If someone 
has a couple of thousand pounds 
sitting around doing nothing, and 
not sheltered in a tax-efficient 
haven, why haven’t they got 
around to putting it in a PEP 
beforenow? 

Let us be honest, the last 
minute rush for PEPs is not of 
those people opening up monthly 
saving schemes - if it is then the 
financial sendee providers oho 
sold than are sailing perilously 
dose to the rocks of misrselling. 
However, if you do have funds 
sitting in a bank or building society 
account earning taxed interest, it 
is still not too late to do something 
about it 

If this weekend’s focus on 
Easter eggs has helped turn your 
thoughts to nest eggs, you are 
still in with a chance of organising 
your iast-ever PEp thanks to 


the latest marketing wheeze 
from Virgin Direct 

On the Virgin Direct website 
you call up an online 
application, form which takes 
you through the following 
steps: reading the Key 
Features document, reading 
the conditions and then filling 
out the actual form. Once you 
have filled the form out on- screen 
you need to print it out However, 
it will not have escaped your 
notice that you have only until 
midnight Monday before the 
current tax year and thus 
PEPs and Tessas come to 
an e»d. 

Virgin Direct is not offering 
the facility of online PEP 
purchases but has organised 
ffie next best thing for the last 
few days of the tax yean 
PEP applications may be handed 
in at one of 10 Virgin 
Megastores dotted around the 
UK Staff wfll be on hand to 
check your application forms until 
7pm on Monday 5 April at the 
music and video stores in 



Internet 
Investor 
Robin Amlot 


London’s Oxford Street 
Birmingham. Brighton, 
Cambridge. Edinburgh. Kingston, 
Manchester, Oxford and 
Southampton. 

U you cannot get along to 
one of these Virgin Megastores 
with your form, then you may call 
Speed Couriers - the number is on 
the Virgin Direct website - and 
they will collect the form from you 
free of charge. The courier service 
is available up until 8pm on 


Look at the fulcrum rate for the 
capital shares. This is the rate at which 
the trust’s portfolio must grow for cap- 
ital shares to be repaid in fulL For 
many trusts this rate is zero or lower, 
and the lower it Is. the safer the cap- 
ital shares are. 

Mr Seager says he would look for 
capital shares which are calculated to 
grow between 20 and 25 per cent as- 
suming the underlying portfolio grew 
at 10 per cent a year. 

Stockbrokers can provide this in- 
formation on capital shares of indi- 
vidual trusts. 

He recommends capital shares of 
the Jupiter Split Capital Investment 
TVust. It has five and a half years still 
to run, and in that time capital shares 
currently priced at 162 pence should 
rise to 631 pence, assuming the trust's 
investments grow at 10 per cent a year. 
If annual growth is just five per cent. 


Sunday. Of course, if you really 
want to cut it fine and get 
into the record books. Virgin 
Direct's office in Norwich 
will be taking hand-delivered 
applications right up until 
midnight on April 5. 

ONCE IN to the new tax year it will 
be back to business as usuuJ - but 
the meaning of “business as 
usual" continues to evolve. 
Analysis by market research 
group Datamonitor for Reuters 
Business Insight suggests that 
almost a third of us are already 
prepared to use the Internet in 
dealing with a financial services 
provider, with one in 10 now 
willing to buy life insurance, 
mortgages or endowments online. 
Datamonitor forecasts 21 per cent 
of households will have a PC and a 
modem by next year, rising to 30 
per cent in 2002. 

Datamonitor's findings are 
pitched at the service provider 
rather than the consumer. The 
report "UK Financial Services on 
the Internet" highlights the 


the capital shares would still mature 
at 357 pence. 

Lloyds Smaller Companies split 
capital investment trust has a 
fuichrum rate of -8.4 per cent a year; 
providing a reasonable amount of se- 
curity for capital invested. “I feel 
smaller companies will come back - 
they are a good place to be," says 
Mr Seager. 

You could simplify things by in- 
vesting in capital shares through an- 
other collective investment - a unit 
trust Exeter Fund Managers runs the 
Exeter Capita] Growth Rind, which 
invests exclusively in the capital 
shares of splits. 

"We believe a managed portfolio is 
a lower-risk way in to this sector" says 
Philip Thitchener of Exeter Rind 
Managers. Capital shares can be ex- 
tremely complicated for the lay in- 
vestor, and there are a number of 
pitfalls, he says. 

vt Yfe analyse, research and monitor; ■ 
and we do that ail day long.” he adds. 
“So compared with someone who 
looks at the sector occasionally, we 
are in a much better position to 
take advantage of opportunities as 
they arise.” 

Kean Seager says funds such as Ex- 
eter's can be a good idea if you only 
have £1,000 to invest in capital shares. 
But he also points out that unit trusts 
have to hold a broad spread of shares, 
and as the variety of capital shares on 
offer is limited, this could force Ex- 
eter's fund to hold some less attrac- 
tive capital shares. 

However, split capital investment 
trusts are on the increase, with a num- 
ber of new launches recently, says 
Annabel Brodie-Smith. As interest 
rates slide, the demand for invest- 
ments which maximise income has in- 
creased, and income shares and zeros 
fit the bill. “The whole sector is in 
vogue.'' she says. 

AiTC -for a jactsheet on split capi- 
tal investment trusts: 01 71-431 5 222; 
Whitechurch Securities: 0117-944 
2266: Bates Investment Services; 
0113-295 5955: Exeter Fund Man- 
agers: 0800 S07807 

•The Independent’ is offering a free 
•Guide to High RishJHigh Reward In- 
vestment’, which outlines the com- 
monest ways in which savers can 
obtain higher-than-ai , erage returns 
on their funds -including split cap- 
ital investment trusts - by taking a 
more aggressive approach with their 
money. The guide, sponsored by 
Whitechurch Securities, is available 
by calling 0845 271 1003. 


expectation we now have 
for the provision of quality 
financial services online. It 
warns product providers that 
they will "compromise their 
reputation for consumer service" 
if they do not offer Internet 
facilities. 

What is becoming increasingly 
clear is that regulation is lagging 
behind Internet developments. 
This month HM Treasury 
issued a consultation document 
reviewing the legislation 
covering financial promotion 
and proposed changes in the 
Financial Services & Markets 
Bill. You can view the document 
on the Treasury website and you 
can read my comments on it here 
next time. 

Virgin Direct: wuntr.virgin- 
direct.co.uk: Datamonitor: 
wwu-.datamonitor.com ; HM 
Treasury: wicw.hm- 
treasury.gov.uk 

Robin can be readied at 
RobinAmlotinaol.com 


INVESTING YOUR money 
means taking a long hard 
look at the company 
offering the product This 
applies even to relatively 
safe funds, such as with* 
profits bonds. 

In this case, a company’s 
financial strength is critical 
for several reasons. It 
determines whether it will 
be able to continue 
delivering high annual and 
terminal bonuses, what its 
investment strategy should 
be, even whether it should 
sell its shares to meet its 
obligations to policyholders. 

All with-profits bond 
providers will invest in a 
mixture of equities, 
property, cash, gilts and 
fixed interest securities. 

The ratio of that mix is itself 
determined try a company’s 
strength: if you are weak, 
then in order to pay out 
annual bonuses on the bond 
you must invest more in 
securities. This affects the 
performance of your fund 
which gets less exposure to 
higher-return equities. 

Conversely, a strong 
provider will be {foie to 
invest more of its funds in 
equities, while still meeting 
any guarantees to 
poliqyholders. Returns will 
be higher. Financial 
strength also determines 
what happens in the event 
of a market melt-down. 

So how is financial 


strength measured? By way 
of a “free asset ratio", or 
FAR, which is a calculation 
of the freely-avaflable 
assets a company has, 
compared to its total assets. 
The higher the FAR, usually 
a percentage, the better. 

A note of warning: a 
company's FAR may also be 
higher because over the 
past year or two it has paid 
out less annual bonuses. 

FARs are calculated by 
Standard & Poor’s, the 
credit reference agency, 
which assesses a life 
insurer's financial strength. 
S&P will then allocate a 
rating, ranging from AAA, 
which denotes superior 
financial strength, to CCC, 
meaning “extremely weak". 

Whenever you are 
deciding which with-profits 
bond to buy, always check 
what S&P rating it has. The 
higher the better. 

Nic Cicum 

‘The Independent’ has 
produced a free 24-page 
* Guide to With-Profits 
Bonds'. Written by Nic 
Cicutti, our personal 
finance editor . ; the guide 
examines the arguments 
for and against investing 
in bonds. It explains the tax 
implications and where to 
buy a bond For your copy 
of the guide, sponsored by 
The With-Profits Bond 
Shop, call 0845 2711007 


Don’t be shy of 
retiring. Boost your 
company pension now. 


No matter when you plan to retire you will want to be able 
to enjoy life. But will your company pension allow you to do all 
that you would like? 

To receive the maximum pension available you would 
typically have to be part of the same company pension scheme 
for 40 years. Moreover, if you have changed your job, even once, 
it could dramatically reduce your pension. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable Free- 
Standing Additional Voluntary Contributions Scheme can help 
make up the difference so thar you can afford to enjoy life when 
you have more time to do so. 

You are eligible for tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will depend 
on individual circumstances and current legislation can change in 
the future. 

What’s more, we don't believe in paying commission to third 
parties for the introduction of new business, so please contact us 
direct. 

If you would like more mlormauon by post and by telephone 
call us on (0990) 3S 48 58. or rernrn the coupon below. 

www.equi table.co.uk 

Foryt'ur securin' your Telephone call may be recorded 

Intarniarion/JdYice will onI> be pven on Equiuble group products 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 

THE EOVTtAE-LE LIFE. FKEEPOST ULTCK STREET. A'.LEJBI.Hj’ BUCUNUHAMSHDIC HP-'! TBS 


I To TTk EquiuWe Ld'c FREEPOST. Wahon Soeo. AYLESBURY Buck, HP21 7BR 
1 I would u elcc-mc lnteiTnjiioD cn The Equitable's Free-Sunding AVC plans J 

invfw: 

NAME ( Mr Mrs Miss . 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


w 
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Have your savings 

by 9.6%‘p.a.? 


Please return to: 

Scottish Widows, Direct Sales, PO Box 17036, 
FREEPOST SC03744, Edinburgh EH6 0BR. 


Surname iMr/Mn/Mw/Mi) 


Looking to make your money grow? With a Premier Savings Plan, some people have seen their money 
grow by 9.656* p-a. over the past ten years. By saving for anything from ten to twenty years, you could 
turn just £50 a month into a substantial lump sum. Don't your sa' ings deserve it." 


For blither details return the coupon or call 


First Name(s) . 


Address 


Postcode 



0345 6789 

. Quote reference no. 1527DB1 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

■www.SCniiishwicliiws.uO.uE 


v- Lvi rrHih Widows’ Pond and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company- Regulated t?” the Rsraonal Investment Authority. ’Source: Scottish Widow*, return- •«» I h htu.irc 1^ un .1 regular saving amount 

«f£SO!a month fttwn February 1989 to January 1999 lnduriw. Rdatts to . mar* aged 24 for the 10 cash option value, of a similar plan i u the Prem.vi S.n mgs Han Past performance »» not necessarily 
a glide to the foture. Wth-proBts maturity and surrender values cannot be guaranteed in advance- Open to U.K. residents only, s*ut protection >»ur call ■ ... recorded or nu-.nih.reA_ 


Telephone No. Work 


Date of Birth — 

We will never make yuur name and address available to other 
oiganisjHons. However, we *ifl occaaomlly tell you more about our 
pitduas and services which we bdlere will he of interest to joa. If you 
would prefer not to receive dill information, please bet dm boat. □ 

Reference no. 1527DE1 






r 


4/PERSONAL FINANCE 


the INDEPENDENT 
Saturday 3 April 1999 



WHE INDEPENDENT 


Yrw ;.vr;)^.s;/M vi 
(Hi !vWnMHN-r 



Guide to 

With-Profits Bonds 


Obtain higher returns than currently available from 
building society account with less risk than (he 
rollercoaster rtde of the stock market 

call: 0845 271 1007 


Direct Line Rates 


PERSONAL LOAN RATES 


FROM 9.9% APR 


Standard Variable Rate €.39% 6.6% APR (variable) 

3 YEARS FIXED - Expiry date: 31 March 2002 
Fixed Rate 5.58% 6.1% APR (variable) 

Direct Access Account 

UP TO 5.65% GROSS/ APR 

AO rams comet U 30th March 1999. 


0181 680 9966 


PERSONAL LOANS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 


0181 667 U2I 


SAVINGS 



CIElLLilM 

Be financial tnnvicrs |n 


www.dJrectHno.coni 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday 
and Pam to 3pm Saturday. Bank Holiday Monday 
opening hour? 8am to 6pm. Please quote ref. NINDB3 1 

Far morrpapn. •artlrfty required. Applicant* mure hr agud IB-43- Written qaacattea* 
an requnL Subjaci to Kami. For And nu mortgage, ■mngomnu fin of £241 It 
required prior to formal offer bolap mad a. After Had rate parted ten oxplrod our 
prorriflnp itomlud variable rate will apply- Should yon tramfur, redawn or repay 
part of your marrpigo daring the flood rata parted. 3 month* grow teirraat ac tha 
And raw trill apply. Mortgage* and panaaal team are Dahls in England, Scotland and 
Valet. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. For tavtajji. depoatei and withdrawal, 
via ynnr hank account - allow ) working doyi.Tha grata raw U tha rats paid without 
deduction of Income to* and la hated on annual payment of Imtanir- AER (Annual 
Equivalent Rare! h the c an internal tntoreac rate at if paid and compounded on an annual, 
hoiif- Calk recorded and randomly monitored. Direct Una and dta red telephone on 
wheel* are dta trademark* of Direct Line Imtuanre pic, uted with In ptnnlMten. 


SO. FAREWELL then 
PEFs. It has been nice 
knowing you. From next 
Tuesday you are history. 
But you have made quite 
an impression in the 12 
years you have been here. 

The first PEI’S, 
launched in 1987, allowed 
only £2,400 to be invested 
in the stockmarket - and 
you could not buy unit or 
investment trusts. The 
allowance has been 
increased, with the result 
that this year you could 
have invested £9,000, split 
between £6,000 in a 
general PEP and £S,O0O in 
a single company PEP If 
you had religiously used 
up each year’s allowance, 
you would have quite a 
sizeable investment pfle. 

It is rumoured that 
there are a few PEP 
millionaires around, 
although I have yet to 
meet one. Certainly half- 
millionaires. if you take 
husbands and wives 
together into account, are 
not rare, given the way the 
market has advanced over 
the past decade. No 
wonder Labour decided to 
dose the door. 

Money has certainly 
been flowing into PEPs as 
people take advantage of 
this last opportunity. The 
marketing hype has been 
huge. This money has to 
be invested and, sure 
enough, shares are dose 
to all-time highs. But then, 
so is Wall Street. In feet it 
is surprising that our 
market has not performed 
better given the support 

To some extent we 
should not be surprised. 
While there are new 
investors attracted into 
the system through PEPs. 
much of the money that 
has been flowing in has 
simply been reallocated 
from other investment 
sources. PEPs were 
always most attractive to 
established investors. 
Firms like ours have been 
raising money from 
taxable portfolios to put 
into PEPs ever since they 
were introduced. They 
may have attracted tens of 
billions of pounds, but a lot 
was invested already. 

The allowances for the 
ISA are less generous, but 
investment restrictions 
are not as great This 
means that people putting 
money into this new 
vehide could choose to 



Brian 

Tora 

Do not expect ISAs 
to have anything 
like the impact that 
PEPs have had 


invest it all outside the 
UK And although you can 
put all of your ISA into the 
stockmarket there is no 
obligation to do so - with 
mini-cash and life 
insurance ISAs available 
also. So do not expect 
ISAs to have anything like 
the impact that PEFs 
have had 

I am not convinced that 
PEPs have made that 
much of a difference to the 
market anyway, but we 
could soon be suffering 
from morning-after effects 
as we move into the new 
tax year. It may take a 
while for the dust to settle, 
but it would not surprise 
me if people took a more 
critical view of their 
investments once they 
know they have a full year 
to mitigate any tax 
complications that selling 
in April brings. We have 
become used to rising 
stock markets, PEP- 
fuelled or not PEP-fuelled. 
I have a feeling that we 
should expect rather more 
mundane conditions as we 
near the new millennium. 

Inddentally, if you have 
not yet taken out your 
final PER there are a 
number of providers 
staying open all over the 
Easter break, just so they 
can relieve you of your 
money. I am told that at 
least one major 
investment house is 
prepared to take PEP 
applications as late as one 
minute to midnight on 
Easter Monday. That 
shows you how keen they 
are to make the most of 
this selling opportunity. 

Brian Torn is head of 
Greig Middleton Asset 
Management 



The Schroder MaximISA 

Stocks and Shares have 
made more money than 
Cash or Life Insurance. 








If you'd like your first ISA to make you serious money, 
choose the Schroder MaximISA - the ISA that invests your 
entire allowance in Stocks and Shares. 

Take a look at the graph opposiic and you'll see why 
were offering an ISA that invests your full allowance in 
Slocks and Shares. Over lime, ihey simply have the 
potential to make more money. 

Whai’s more, the Schroder MaximISA offers you a 
selection of over 20 funds: from lower-risk, income- 
producing corporate bond funds, to equity funds spanning 
every comer of the globe. This lets you choose an ISA that 
not only has excellent prospects for growth, but which is 
able to mulch your individual risk level. 

Call us free on 0800 002 OOO (quoting reference: 
03569). contact jour financial adviser, or fill in the coupon 
below. We will then send you a free Schroder MaximISA 
information pack including all the information you'll need 
to make an investment. 


Slock market and bond investments 
outperform saving', accounts'; 



* Up to £7,000 tax- 
free allowance in 
Stocks & Shares 

* Wide choice of 
funds 

* Competitive 
charges 


Compline jnd nnum the coupon Tor >our FREE Schroder MaximISA intormxicm pack. 

Schraders, Customer Services Dept, 03360 FREEPOST LON 7109, London ECS B 2PJ. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Mbn/Other Forename Surname 

’ ‘ “ 

. Address 

— 

Postcode Date of birth 


111 Schroders 

The name that stands for long-term performance 
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DRESDENER TAKES THE PAIN OUT OF ADMINISTRATION 


DRESDENER RCM Global 
Investors has introduced a 
new flat administration 
charge of £30 plus VAT for 
its entire range of 14 
investment trusts held in 
one of its ISA wrappers. 

Existing Dresdener 
investment trust PEP 


investors will also benefit 
from this low charge. The 
fee remains constant, no 
matter how many PEP tax 
years are combined. 

Simon White, Dresden- 
eris head of investment, 
says: “Investors who have 
taken out a PEP since 


Gartmore 


launch could well have 
£100,000 invested in funds. 

“Taken with a £7,000 
investment from 6 April into 
an ISA, an investor could be 
paying a PEP/ISA 
administration charge of 
0.03 per cent on their entire 
tax-sheltered investment" 


Total expenses for some 
of Dresdener’s funds, 
including 

management charges and 
other expenses within the 
trust would come to 0.46 
per cent- less than most 
tracker fends, according to 
Mr White. 


Late Gartmore 
PEP application? 


For your convenience, we are offering a special unit 
trust PEP late collection service. As a member of 
the NaiWest Group we have arranged that you 
can deliver your Gartmore unit trust PEP 
application to NatWest branches during normal 
business hours on the following dates: 

• From 29th March to 1st April 1999 all 1727 
NatWest branches 

• On Saturday 3rd April at 250 NatWest branches 

• And on Monday 5th April at NatWest Lakeside 
Thurrock and NatWest Be ntall's -Kingston until 
5pm 

• Also, every day up to and including Monday 
5th April, at selected Gartmore offices in London, 
Brentwood, Glasgow and Manchester. 

CASE: Applications .posted through NatWest or 
Gartmore letter boxes after business hours will 
not be acceptable - please check times to avoid 
disappointment. 

This service applies to all Gartmore unit 
trust PEP applications. 

For full details of branches and opening times 
please check the PEP page on our web site: 

www.gartmore.com 

or call 0800 289 336 

tewed and Appnmd br ijarowm: lovcxmcm UatlmL Rcguteml by (MHO *ml 
tbc Personal luiuouml Authority. A member of the NatVfcsc and Caitmon: 
Mulcting Croup. K> is Monument Strew London K3R BAJ. 


An Equitable pension 
means vou can vary 
contributions - 
without penalty. 


You know exactly what your circumstances are today, and 
can choose a pension plan to suit them perfectly. 

But what about tomorrow? Or next year? Or ten years 
from now? 

What you need is a pension plan which is flexible enough 
to cope with any changes in your lifestyle - without making you 
pay a penalty. 

That is why you should consider an Equitable personal 
pension plan. We don’t pay commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business, and our expenses are kept 
enviably low. So, you don’t have to commit yourself to paying 
identical contributions each year; they can be increased or 
reduced to suit you - without penalty. 

And if you want to retire earlier ihan planned, your benefits 

be exactly the same as if you’d chosen that dace in the first 
place. 

What’s more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of thefi n «t 
investment teams in the U.K. nest 

So. if you'd like further information, by post and by 
telephone, on a personal pension plan that live, UD „ , 

call 10990) 38 48 58 or mrum the coupon fael™ P “ 

www.equhable.co.uk 

For your security your tcWxme till hut 
I nferaunorVodvice will only be given on Equitable 

I NAME I Mr Mro Muii I 

I ADDRESS " " * | 
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Getting your share 

Own shares? Don’t forget to claim your dividends. By Paul Slade 
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S ^aJl shareholders 
have failed to 
over £300m worth of 
the share dividends 
that are due to them, 
new research has just 
revealed. 

The research was conducted by 

the Unclaimed Assets Register 
(UAR). The managing director of 
UAR, Keith Hollendez; says: “There 

can be various reasons why dividend 

cheques are not paid in, but in most 
cases, it is .due to the fact that the 
company has the wrong address on 
its share register. 

“That is not usually the compa- 
ny’s fault - it is more likely that the 
shareholder has not notified it of a 
change of address.” 

Bankers have responded to 
UAR’s fin d i ngs by urging savers to 
take their dividends as direct trans- 
fers rather cheques. All this would 

require is fining out the direct cred- 
it mandate which about 80 per cent 
of shareholders are sent along with 
their dividend cheques. 

Direct credits are the mirror 
image of direct debits. Instead of au- 
tomatically taking money out of 
your account, they automatically 
put money in. 

BAGS, which runs the banks’ 
automated clearing process, says 46 


percent of people claim they would 
like to get their dividends by direct 
credit, but only 30 per cent actual- 
ly do so. 

Mike Jeremy, a BACS spokes- 
“nn, says: “The exdtment of re- 
ceiving a cheque is not the ideal 
context for people to concentrate on 
the dividend payment they are going 
to get in six months’ time and how 
they prefer it to be paid.” 


Your best bet of tracking 
down any dividends 
you are owed is through 
the company 


Some of the shareholders sur- 
veyed by BACS see the cheque as 
proof positive that the dividend has 
been paid. But Mr Jeremy points out 
that each direct-credit payment 
generates a tax-credit voucher; sent 

through the post This confirms the 
date and amount of the payment to- 
gether with details of the account 
into which it has been paid. 

Pro Share, a lobby group which 
works at promoting wider share 
ownership, is supporting BACS’ call 


for more direct-credit payments. 

Tony Hobman, who took over as 
ProShare’s chief executive last Mon- 
day says: “In principle, anything that 
ensures people get their dividends 
is a good thing. People have invest- 
ed in the company paying the divi- 
dend - they own that company - and 
one of the benefits of ownership is 
that the company pays you a divi- 
dend. It is yours.” 

UAH plans to launch a service 
later this year allowing sharehold- 
ers to find missing dividends from 
any number of companies with a an- 
gle search. Mr Hollender hopes this 
Search will cost shareholders no 
more than £15 per person. 

Mr Hollender says: “With the co- 
operation of the registrars, we 
should be able to create a database 
which will malm it as easy as possi- 
ble for shareholders to find out 
whether they are entitled to some- 
thing. In many cases, the time when 
that is most appropriate is when 
someone dies, an executor is wind- 
ing up the estate, and he has got to 
get in all the assets.” 

Until that service is up and run- 
ning, your best bet of tracking down 
any dividends that you may be owed 
is via the company whose shares you 
own. Call the head office telephone 
number and ask for either the share- 


holder services department or the 
company secretary's office. 

Yellow Pages, directory enquiries 
or the Stock Exchange Year Book in 
your local library are all possible 
starting points. Before picking up the 
phone, arm yourself with details of 
your shareholding and a note of any 
previous addresses where you have 
lived since buying the shares. 

Mr Hobman says: “If you think 
you are owed dividends, or you are 
not sure, go and check with the com- 
pany. They should have records 
which show whether you have any 
dividends that are not claimed and, 
in principle, you should be able to get 
that sorted out fairly quickly.” 

Beware of companies which write 
to you out of the blue saying they 
have discovered dividends or other 
assets belonging to you, and offer- 
ing to tell you about them for a per- 
centage fee. These companies' 
charges are high and the informa- 
tion they offer is often no more than 
you could uncover for yourself with 
an hour or two’s work. 

Dividends which remain un- 
claimed after 12 years revert to the 
company which issued them. 


UnclasmedAssets Register. Bath & 
West Buildings, Lower Bristol 
Road, Bath BA2 3EG (01225 461 006) 
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Shares bring home the bacon - but not if yon forget to claim your dividends Bill Roumtree 
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How to avoid losing your home if you lose your job 

Now that very few people can expect a job for life, taking out mortgage payment protection couldn’t be more important. By Andy Couchman 
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FOR MANY people, making sure that 
they can keep up their mortgage 
payments is a fundamental part of 
their personal welfare state provi- 
sion. Mortgage payment protection 
is an effective, but expensive, way of 
doing that Employment patterns 
have changed dramatically in recent 
years and unless your insurance 
arrangements reflect this, you could 
be in for a rude awakening if anything 
goes wrong. 

Today many people who would 
. once have expected a job for life are 
‘on short-term contracts, have 
already experienced redundancy or 
have set up their own business and 
are now self-employed. Now, how- 
ever; these people can insure against 
redundancy as weflas against fllhess 
or disability. For most people, their 
mortgage Is their biggest monthly 
commitment If they can no longer 


afford to pay the mortgage then 
they may well lose their home. 

If they are forced to sell, they are 
unlikely to achieve the best sale 
price and getting a future mortgage 
can be difficult, or impossible If 
there are serious arrears. 

Once, the State would pay the 
mortgage if illness or redundancy hit 
Since 1995, after some high-profile 
cases where once-wealthy individu- 
als bad their six-figure mortgages 
paid by taxpayers, help is restricted 
to mortgages up to £ 100 , 000 . 

The State will only pay interest - 
which mftans the outstanding capi- 
tal will not fell -and only then from 
nine months after you first claim. If 
you still qualify, Jiufc your partner 
works more than 24 hours a week or 
you havemore than £ 8,000 of saving, 
you can’t claim the benefit 
What you can do is to take out 


mortgage-payment protection. This 
is not the same as mortgage- 
protection, which is life assurance 
that pays off your mortgage if you die. 
It is one of the cheapest forms of life 
assurance, not least because with a 
repayment mortgage, the capital 
you owe goes down each year. 

When you have a mortgage, your 
lender is Ekely to try to persuade you 
to take out its mortgage payment 
protection (MPP) policy sometimes 
also called ASU, or accident, sickness 
and unemployment But less than 
one in three of us, 28 per cent, have 
such coven whereas the Government 
and industry body the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders (CML), wants to 
see an increase to 55 per cent 
lb help, the CML has drawn up a 
list of policy requirements that its 
members must now have on their 
policies. A typical policy will pay out 


30 or 60 days after you are made 
redundant or can no longer work due 
to illness or accident and pay your 
mortgage costs for up to 12 months 
until you are able to return to work. 
A number of exclusions apply, 
although these are usually what you 
might expect - self-inflicted injury, 
taking part in a crime, pregnancy; or 
war, for example. 

In the past some policies did not 
cover the self-employed or those on 
contract but most now cover contract 
workers provided that the contract 
has been renewed more than once, 
and small businesses if the firm 
goes out of business. 

Specialists such as John Charcol 
will sell policies to existing as well 
as to new borrowers, often undercut 
lenders' rates and can provide 
protection over and above the 
monthly mortgage payment. That 


can be useful as otherwise you may 
be able to pay the mortgage but still 
have little or nothing to live on. 

Tb work out what cover would 
cost, multiply your monthly mortgage 
cost in hundreds of pounds, by the 
premium rate. So. if you pay £400 a 
month for all your mortgage costs, 
including insurance, and you are with 
the Woolwich, you would pay four 
times £5.75, or £23 a month. 

The maximum amount you could 
receive would be £400 times 12 or 
£4,800, so cover is not cheap, and the 
insurance company has the right not 
to renew the policy or, in some 
cases, can give you just 90 days notice 
if they decide that the risk is getting 
too great - if we had another major 
recession for example. 


WHAT IT COSTS TO PROTECT YOUR MORTGAGE 


T he writer is publishing editor of 
Healthcare Insurance Report* 


Provider 

Maximum 

Paid 

Paid 

ASU rate 

Unemployment 


monthly 

benefit 

after 

for 

per £100 

only rate 

Abbey 

Nettonal 

El .500 

30 or 90 
days 

1 2 months 

£6.94{30d) 

£4.71 (90 days) 
£4.92 (90d) 

Alliance A 

Leicester 

£2.000 

30 days 

12 months 

£5.00 

N/A 

Portman 

£1.500 

60 days 

12 months 

£5.45 

£3.90 

Woolwich 

£1.000 

60 days 

12 months 

£5.75 

N/A 

John Charcol 

£7.000* 

60 days'* 

9 or 12 

Months 

£3.1* (9m) 
£3.65 (12m) 

£2.55 (9m) 

£2.90 (12m) 


• up to £1 .500 for income protection " 30 and 90days also available 

Source: John Charcol Insurance Brokers. Contact OBOO 939393. 
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ABtana ik Utattrt 

ISO Day 

4JM, ■ 

545% 

Abbey Nations! 

90 Day 

3.80% 

4.60% 

Britannia 

90 Day 

3 .75% 

425 % 

Halifax 

60 Pay Odd ' 

3.55% 

4,B0% 

Nationwide 

90 Day Capital Buflder 

3.80% 

4J5% 

WtooMdi 

90 Day Premier 90 

2.75% 

375% 


To open an account just call into your 
nearest Alliance & Leicester branch 
with your Investment and two forms 
of identification. For details of your 
nearest branch please call: 


0800 412 214 

(tines are open 24 hows, Monday to Sunday) 


McmeyUa* 3aiSS. tlrekaW an prenftiin bI 1* fMyaWe only for Nnt jwr 


Common sense in a crazy world 


Alliance 

Leicester 
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No need to 
miss your PEP 
it you miss 
the post 


I 


t's not too late to get a Jupiter PER You can pick 
up an application form and drop it off at a collection 
point near you: 


BELFAST - Europa Hotel, Great Victoria Street BT2 7AP 
Tel: 01232 327 0000 

BIRMINGHAM - Birmingham Metropole, 

National Exhibition Centre. B40 1PR Tel: 0121 780 4242 




BRENTWOOD - EFDS Office, King's House, 

101-135 Kings Road, CM14 4GR. Tel: 01277 842 700 
BOURNEMOUTH - Royal Bath Hotel. 

Bath Road, BH1 2EW. Tel: 01202 555 555 

BRISTOL - Aztec Hotel. Aztec West Business Park, 
Almondsbury BS12 4TS. Tel: 01454 201 090 
CAMBRIDGE - Urrivereity Arms, Regent Street, CB2 1 AD. 
Tel: 01223 351 241 


..^1 ■%, 


CARDIFF - Miskin Manor Country House Hotel, 
Mlskin, CF7 8ND. Tel: 01443 224 204 
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EDINBURGH - Caledonian Hotel. 

Princes Street, EH1 2AB. Tel: 0131 459 9988 
GLASGOW - Glasgow Moat House, 

Congress Road, G3 BQT. Tel: 0141 306 9988 
GUILDFORD - Jams Hog's Back Hotel, Seale, 
Nr Famham. GU10 1EX. Tel: 01252 782 345 
LEEDS - Westwood Hall. Otley Road. LS16 5PS. 
Tel: 0113 230 6000 

LONDON - Jupiter Unit Trust Managers. 5th Floor, 
4 Grosvenor Place, SW1X 7TJ. Tel: 0171 314 7600 

MANCHESTER - Eirop Grange. Thorley Lane, 
Manchester Airport M90 4EG. Tel: 0161 499 0500 

NEWCASTLE - Copihome Hotel, The Close, 
Quayside. NE1 3RT. Tel: 0191 222 0333 

OXFORD - Moat House, Wolvercote Roundabout, 
OX2 8AL. Tel: 01 865 489 988 



Opening Times: 
Saturday April 3rd 

Sunday April 4th 

Monday April 5th 


9 am - S pm 
9 am - 5 pm 
9 am - 12 noon 



Here are Jupiter’s 
last minute PEP 
drop off points 


THE LONDON HEADOFFICE WILL BE OPEN 
UNTIL 12 MIDNIGHT ON 5TH APRIL ONLY 



A representative of Jupiter will man each of 
the collection points. Jupiter will ensure that 
completed applications are processed. 
Spare forms will be available if required. 







Jupiter 




Leaders in long-term performance 


Jupiter Unit Trust Maragers Ltd is regulated &y imro and thg Personal Investment Authority. Member of Al/TIF A subsidiary of Commerzbank AG. one of 
Germany's leading oar^s Ttne value oi an nvestmeni In a unit irusi and the income from it can go down as was as up. it may be affected by exchange rata 
variations, and you may not get back the amount invested. Quoted yields are nol guaranteed. Past performance Is not necessarily a guide to future performance. 
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Don’t need it. Do want it 

Rationally, it doesn’t make much sense — but the new Alfa GTV V6 24V is something that sho u ldn t be rationed. By J - 

I E you regard a car as mere- 

ly a means of transport; if SPECIFICATIONS 

you think driving is a chore; — . 

if you think your driveway Make and model: RIVALS problem is this Fiat which is 

would be more attractive if Alfa Romeo GTV 3.0 V6 24V equally striking to look at. ana 

it was empty; if you are six-speed BMW 3281 Sport Coup£: equally quick - but much 

tone-deaf - then do not Price: £30,001 £28,795. Unusual nowadays in cheaper than the GTV 

having rear-wheel drive, the 
BMW is East, fun - but obsolete. 

The new model will be arriving 
soon. 

Fiat Coupe 20V Tkirbo: 

£22,850. The Alfas biggest 


I E you regard a car as mere- 
ly a means of transport; if 
you think driving is a chore; 
if you think your driveway 
would be more attractive if 
it was empty; if you are 
tone-deaf - then do not 
bother reading further. But if these 
strictures do not apply, and I hope 
they don't, then let me tell you 
about the Alfa GTV V6 24V 

Rationally, this is a pointless car. 
Its maker claims it to be a two -plus- 
two, with room for children in the 
back - but they would have to be 
children with no legs and no desire 
to peer through the high side win- 
dows. There is little room for lug- 
gage, because much of what should 
be boot-space is taken up by the 
moving skeleton of beautiful alu- 
minium castings that is the rear sus- 
pension. And it costs a lot £3 0,000.65, 
to be absolutely precise. 

You enjoy many things of which 
you have no rational need, I expect 
Eating out drinking decent wine, lis- 
tening to music, watching a good 
51m. reading an imagination- 
expanding book, that sort of thin g 
May I suggest then, thatyou add (hi- 
ving this Alfa Romeo to your wish- 
list of uplifting experiences? 

First though, you need to know 
why it’s now, particularly, that 
you need the experience. The GTV, 
and its open-top Spider sibling, 
gained a few cosmetic modifica- 
tions late last year, which made for 
a tidier interior and a greater feel- 
ing of all-in-oneness f earlier versions 
used to rattle and creak a bit). At 


Make and model: 

Alfa Romeo GTV 3.0 V6 24V 

six-speed 

Price: £30,001 

Engine: 2,959cc, V6, 24 valves, 
220bhp at 6,300rpm 
Transmission: six-speed 
gearbox, front-wheel drive 
Performance: 155mph, 0-60 in 
6.5sec, 20-25 mpg 


that time, members of the press 
also had a chance to drive a more 
exciting version of the V6-engined 
GTV fitted with a six-speed gear- 
box and fatter wheels with lower- 
profile tyres. 

Alfa Romeo's UK importer was 
stiU debating with itself whether or 
not to bring in this ultimate GTV V6. 
and how it ought to look. That debate 
is now over, the six-speed GTV 
comes here early next month, com- 
plete with those 17-inch wheels and 
an aerodynamic body kit which in- 
cludes a rather visible rear spoiler. 
It looks brash and thrusting, but the 
Alfa has the physique, both visual 
and aural, to take it 

Aural? Yes: this is a very “aural" 
can Its engine growls deliciously 
even when idling, and blares a tasty 
chord as the revs rise, a sound you 
will want to hear time and time 
flfflin This might sound daft but the 
engine has a voice, a singing voice. 
It is also pleasingly powerful with 
220bhp and a hefty dose of pulling 


power right across the speed range 
such that you don't really need 
those six forward gears. 

They are good to have, though. 
With their help, you can keep the en- 
gine spinning right near its sweet 
spot blipping up and down through 
the gears with an accelerator whose 
eagerness borders on the abrupt If 
the GTV could tackle comers with 

VTHE INDEPENDENT 

ROAD TEST 

the same intimacy of communica- 
tion, life would be sweet indeed. But 
it doesn’t quite. 

Some cars let you trim your cor- 
nering line with the accelerator. 
Ease off the power, and the nose 
tucks into the corner. It’s good fun 
if the suspension engineers have 
done their job properly, and it can 
be useful if you have arrived at a 
bend too quickly because it will 


problem is this Fiat which is 
equally striking to look at. and 
equally quick - but much 
cheaper than the GTV 
Peugeot 406 Coupe V6 SE: 
£27, 270. Styled, like Alfa s GTV 
with Pininfarina's help, the 
svelte Peugeot is roomier But 
it's Ear less sporting, so has a 
different type of appeal- 


help you get round. In the Alfa, 
though, steering is done through the 
steering wheel alone. And it's a 
steering system which just gives you 
a resistance to work against, not a 
proper feel of the road. 

Your awareness of cornering ef- 
fort comes instead from the side 
forces on your body, and the sound 
of the tyres munching at the road 
surface. At lowisb speeds, you just 
point and the Alfa tracks round the 
bend. At a more frantic pace, you can 
feel how the rear suspension, that 
intricacy in aluminium, uses its 
geometry to quell the front wheels' 
desire to drift wide. So the steering 
alters your course accurately even 
when you think the limit of grip must 
be drawing near Forget the accel- 
erator. Just steer 

Technically, this is terrific. Actu- 
ally, it makes you feel you’re more 
observer than participant which is 
at odds with that soulful engine. 
Nor does it help that the brakes, de- 
spite being high-prestige Brerabo 



The Alfa GTV. a car that really does drive the imagination 


items with smart red calipers ia 
favourite of racing-car designers), 
feel soft and springy. 

So you seek other delights in- 
stead. such as an interior trimmed 
in soft leather and a dashboard full 
of cowled, recessed dials redolent of 
something from the 1969s. That the 
components of this interior are 


better screwed-together now makes 
the ride seem smoother too, because 
there are no bangs and rattles to 
emphasise the bumps. 

All is not ideal though. The front 
seat cushions are too Oat, and de- 
spite costing £30.000 the GTV lades 
an adjustment to put this right 
Loosen the steering wheel’s height 


adjuster and the wheel will wobble 
worryingly sideways as well as up 
and down. 

An imperfect package, then. But 
parts of this car - the looks, the 
en gin e - engage the soul and scup- 
per sense. That’s excuse enough to 
love the Alfa GTVV6 24V Drive one, 
and be uplifted. 


Who’ll be getting you going? 

Working out which of the roadside-assistance deals is the best is a long, hard slog. By James Ruppert 


Price comparison of closest available scheme s paid by direct debit 


THE SO-CALLED fourth 
emergency service (otherwise 
known as the AAl and its 
dosest rivals, the RAC and 
Green Flag - who really needs 
them? Wefi actually you 
might just find that they will 
come in bandy at least once 
or twice during your motoring 
career. 

Despite the fact that you could 
pay anything up to £206 a year to 
a recovery service, and that cars 
are supposedly becoming more 
reliable, the peace of mind you 
get by having membership is 
incalculable. 

Getting stranded with a 
stricken car leaves you at the 
mercy oflocal garages, which 
may have three-figure call-out 
charges. Then there are storage 
fees, having to hire a car, or 
arrange accommodation. 
Organising all that in the middle 
of Europe does not really bear 
thinking about. 

Essentially, membership of a 
rescue service is a farm of 
travel insurance. TVouble is, 
the marketplace is complicated 
and confusing. I know, because 
I’ve just spent a couple of days 
on the telephone asking 


questions and wading through 
tons of literature. So far I'm only 
siightty the wiser. 

A good place to start is with 
the AA, the dominant 
organisation with 9.4m members. 
It has the world's largest fleet of 
recovery vehides -3,600 -and 
claims that it can fix nine out of 
10 vehides by the roadside 
without the need for recovery. 
Not only that its average arrival 
time is just 35 minutes. 

Levels of cover extend from 
the basic, £43 “Option 100" which 
provides roadside assistance, 
and then recovery home or to the 
nearest garage, up to the 
comprehensive “Option 400": 
from £128 for single membership 
to £189 for family cover, this gives 
you roadside assistance, “Relay" 
to your home or ultimate 
destination, a replacement can 
onward travel or accommodation 
if a fix isn’t possible, “Home 
Start" for home visits, and 72- 
hour European breakdown 
assistance. 

The individual nature of AA 
membership means that the 
cover attaches to the member 
and not the car, and also extends 
to one other person at the same 


address. Any family member 
under 21 is covered, so if your 
six-year-old is a passenger in the 
neighbour's car for a school run, 
they can call the AA. 

Then there is the RAC. 
Although individual membership 
starts at £39. its Standard Cover 
is £109: as a driver, or passenger 
you’ll get roadside and at-home 
assistance, plus relay. You can 
add extra services and cover for 
others for a set fee: £25 for joint 
cover and £75 for European 
cover. What might appeal to 
many is. a sort of no-claims 
discount worth £25 a year if you 
don’t call the RAC out 

Not all recovery services 
operate big vehicle fleets like the 
AA and RAC. Green Flag, with 
more than 3-5m members, has a 
national network of 1,500 
operators and 6,000 technicians. 
It offers five levels of service, 
starting at recovery-only cover 
for £34. If its operators don’t 
manage to get to you within the 
hour you get a £10 rebate. 

Britannia Rescue covers 
around 400,000 vehicles and its 
annual membership starts at £37. 
The company has a loyal 
following amongst caravanners 


because it doesn't charge extra 
for recovery, and also has one of 
the fastest average response 
times at 33 minutes. 

Several direct-insurance 
companies have joined the 
recovery-service bandwagon. 
Just like its insurance operation. 
Direct Line Rescue actually 
quotes on an individual basis 
rather than having a set fee, and 
operates a no -claims bonus 
scheme: the annual fee reduces 
by 10 per cent if you don’t call 
them out 

For me. Direct Line quoted 
£124.80 for its comprehensive 
Recovery Plus for two cars. Kwik 
Fit operates in a similar way. 
quoting for the person and car. 
For £69 1 was offered a scheme 
which also provided European 
coven homes tart and a £10 
rebate if its operatives failed to 
reach me in an hour. 

Comparing prices is difficult, 
not only because the levels of 
service differ; but also because 
many organisations prefer you to 
pay by direct debit which affects 
the amount you pay. Fbr 
instance, the AA charges a one- 
off joining fee if you don’t want to 
use direct debit That fee starts 


at £5 for Option 100. and goes up 
in £5 increments to £25. 

It is also important to 
establish whether the cover 
relates to the can or the driver. 
The direct insurers seem to 
favour the former. Unfortunately 
there is no substitute for reading 

the small prinL 

To make things easy you could 
simply buy a brand-new car. Most 
have some sort of recovery 
package for a yean or 
occasionally more. 

Mondial Assistance has a low 
profile, but is 3 major force 
throughout Europe, operating 
dedicated recovery services for 
Volkswagen. BMW and Land 
Rover amongst others. According 
to its research, the second most 
common reason for a call out was 
a fiat battery, with running out of 
fuel at number nine. Maybe if we 
paid a little more attention to car 
care, we wouldn’t need to rely on 
any rescue service. So just how 
lucky do you feel? 

AA 0800 444999; RAC: 0800 
029029; Green Flog: 0800 0001 1 1 : 
Britannia Rescue: 0800 591563; 
Direct Line: 0181-760 9933: Kwik 
Fit 0845 27 2 2200 


Organisation Cower 

1 Vehicle 

Vehicle/ 

Personal 

2 Vehicles 

Green Rag Recovery only 

£34 

£64 

£51 

AA Option 100 

£4.1 

£64i 

£64i 

RAC Individual 

£39 

£61 

£6t 

Greenflag Roadside Assist 

£38 

£88 

£57 

3ritarnia Rescue Rescue Plus £37 

£61 

£57 

AA Option 200 

£75 

£99 

£99 

RAC Individual 

£73 

£95 

£95 

& Recovery 

Greenflag Comprehensive 

£72 

£102 

£108 

Britannia Rescue Standard 

£64.50 

£88.50 

£96.50 

AA Option 300 

£103 

£12 a 

£123 

RAC lnd'Recov.Home 

£99 

E 1 2 1 

£121 

Greenflag Comp & Housecall £98 

£128 

£154. 

Britannia Rescue 




Comprehensive 

£86 

£110 

£136- 

AA Option A00 

£126 

£152 

£152 

RAC Indrvidual/Recov 

£12<i 

£1416 

£14.6 

Greenflag Comp Cover 

£98 

£128 

£158 ; 

Britannia Rescue Deluxe 

£111 

£135 

£186 

AA 0800 MU 999 

RAC 0800 029 029 

Green Flag 

Britannia Rescue 0300 ?97563 

Direct Line 0181 760 9933 

KwiW Fit 08 A 5 272 2200 




London 


Source: James Ruppert 
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No Charge! 

FREE private photo-ads 
in GREAT CARS 

See magazine for details 

Huge selection 
of Britain’s 
finest cars 
i i t n i i i OUT NOW! 


GREAT 

CARS 




1 L l cor*: t. 

• •' Cfc- ir, Thl-ar 


Classic Tracks 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 33 MISY HILL VF.'\'c. OH 03LEV FES Shz 


RAM 332 2JI00 

RON8S6 3.000 
A77SCVK 500 
AE0 SCW 300 


Motor Services 



PHONE: 01257 482305 FAX: 47 47 45 


fat at Bub > DJJO Vehicle Option cfles Ac unprecedented 
annramiqr w «g>ply mem retacie* to hwinniB ad pcnool 
orotau a ate taaca g q u ii dm g uaiUt in cbe UK. Do na 

* Tomjnrmbgdaai! YES S3 NOD 

* wr Tkafatat end Support? YES SI NOQ 

* OTElBUOO + iu. YES S3 NOD 

* Poeastiai C3ens Pt— Ided? YES 0 NO D 


* Do JOB vcdprarloa experience? NOD 

PHONE BQ& TO ARRANGE 0181 306 8601 

INITIAL APPOINTMENT (Moo-Fri 9a&fc- Spin) 


Cars for Sale 



AX FREE 
CARS 


SUSSEX IMPORTS LIMITED 


AO vehides ere factory ordered, right head drive & 
sappfied with ECWVTA type approval, 12 aaofhs 
road food Bee ace & up to 5 yrs warranty - 
- Reedy to drive away! 

fOQs of rallies for immediate detvery 

- rat ow website for detufc - vnm j«ssM-n^Mtue ek 

0*1*01 Exchange, faaan, leasing. Contract Hire 

- Senes aser eegeiries welcome. Written defalk on request. 
0’Wrmy to yoor door - the complete service. 

FOR IRE SIMPLER SOLUTION • CONTACT US NOW 

End ■jfce@nuex-fapor1s.ee jA 
Wafalt www.sauex-iBpw 1 s.CB. 8 fc 

Contract Hire ill 
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Tel: 

Fax 

01233 850950 
: 01233 850366 



advertise 
in the 
Motoring 
section 
please call 
Sandy Boyer 
on 0171 
293 2233. 


MY WORST CAR 

STEWART LEE'S MORRIS MARINA COUPE 

A right little raver 


V: 






‘There was nothing antiseptic about my Marina. This was a car that had lived 


1 BOUGHT my grandad’s 1970 
tan-coloured Morris Marina 
Coupe for £50 in 1989. and it 
managed to be both the best 
and worst car I have owned. 

What 1 loved were the little 
details which made it so dif- 
ferent from boring modern 
cars. First of aU, it had conti- 
nental wing mirrors, which 
were fashionable when the car 
was new. These, if you recall 
were fixed to the front end of the 
wing, out of sight of the driver, 
and there was no way to adjust 
them. Brilliantly useless. 

My grandfather had also fit- 
ted leopard-skin seat covers 
which really set this Marina 
apart, especially as the leopard 
skin covered the steering wheeL 
It also smelt used - there was 
nothing antiseptic about it this 
was a motor which had lived. 


Finally, it was the car I can 
remember being driven around 
in as a child, so there was a 
strong emotional attachment 
The Marina may have been 
slow, but it was brilliant at 
getting me to poorly paid - in- 
deed, mostly unpaid - stand-up 
gigs ail around the country. I 
have lost count of the number 
of times I spent steepin g in it at 
motorway services. 

Once 1 parked at the de- 
serted end of a car park to be 
woken at 3am by an illegal 
rave which had kicked off with 
my Marina in the middle of it all 
Did I mention that it was an 
automatic? Well the gearbox 
had long since given up be- 
having in a conventional man- 
ner so I had to juggle the brake 
and accelerator to persuade it 
to work. On the whole it was 


very good at getting me to 
where I wanted to go. but then 
it would suddenly expire. 

_ .7* at fi a PPened alter a gig in 
Edmburgh. It got me there/but 
bad to be towed back home. I 
sold it for scrap and managed 
to get back what I paid for it Be- 

5* * T? I prised off 

au the badges that said “Mari- 
na and “Coupe" and put them 

in a box which I’ve still got 
r 1 r ^ et getting rid of it but 

I couldn’t afford a new engine. 
If I owned it now, I reckon it 
w>idd look really cool and ec- 
centnc, whereas back when I 
wasapennfless stand-up. it just 
looked pathetic and abit sad 

Lee is currently ap- 
^WKBBGi’s-ThisMorZ- 
tmtfi Richard N 0 f Judy’ at 
midday on Sundays 
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The street smell of success 


Spotting the next trendy area before it’s trendy is a risky business - but it can be very rewarding Ry Gwenda Brophy 


T rying to pick the 
next up-and- 
coming area is 
a dicey busi- 
ness for buyers, 
as much a mat- 
ter of when as 
where to buy. By the time the 
bright frontages of the coffee 
chains are up, the area has al- 
ready made it So what are the 
signals that astute buyers can 
spot before the price hikes? 

Clerkenwell, an old area of 
London between the City and 
the West End where prices 
rose 30 per cent in the 12 
months from spring 1996 and by 
a further 20 per cent in the 12 
months after; is a prime exam- 
ple of the hotspot phenomenon. 

“The market in Clerkenwell 
was very fragmented at that 
time, with a dearth of residen- 
tial stock,” says Philip Jackson, 
of Stirling Ackroyd. A classic 
case of increasing demand 
meeting fixed supply, the result 
was predictable. “A wise buyer 
at that time would have seen 
Clerkenwell as being good 
value, compared to Islington 
and Bloomsbury. 7 ’ 

The experience of Clerken- 
well suggests that the dynam- 
ics related more to meeting new 
tastes among buyers. “A major 
structural change was going on 
in foe property market. Buyers 
were losing their inhibitions 
about city-centre living. Many 
successful developments were 
conversions from factories, old 
print works or warehouses; it 
was very much the idea of sell- 
ing a lifestyle.” 

It was - and is - a phenom- 
enon of a different set of prior- 
ities being brought to the 
market, says Ben Smith, of 
Halifax Property Services. 
“Mary cities are witnessing the 
same shift, for example Leeds 
with foe Riverside warehouse 
development, where centrality 
is a big asset and traditional fee- 
tors such as good schools are, 
for this market, irrelevant. One 
positive signal to buyers is the 
presence of investors, who aim, 
after all to make a profit.” 

Breaking new ground is not 
for foe nervy “The precari- 


ousness of the initial ‘will 
it/won’t if stage can frighten 
many people off Just one de- 
vdopment can spark of an area 
- or not - so it can be highly 
speculative,” says Harry HiH of 
Hambro Countrywide. 

“The first people who signed 
contracts on the recent wharf- 
side developments in central 
Birmingham were taking a big 
risk. As it happens it has gone 
like a firecracker; but if things 
had gone wrong buyers could 
very have found themselves 
next door to those being re- 
housed by the council. At the 
start it is strictly for the brave ” 

“The first wave of buyers in 
Clerkenwell were quite differ- 
ent people in terms of being 
more prepared to take a risk”, 
confirms Phillip Jackson, 
“particularly since much of the 
infrastructure development 
came later As foe develop- 
ment looked more assured and 
infrastructure was put in place, 
foe investment was seen as less 
risky, and friends and col- 
leagues were making a go of it. 
The late starters had to come 
in at a higher price, of course.” 

The more sedate family 
home sector of foe property 
market, where solid neigh- 
bourhoods, schools and access 
to transport links are the over- 
riding concerns of buyers, 
seems light years away from 
foe frenetic activity of city cen- 
tre developments. 

Yet in its own way it too has 
been evolving, and those areas 
that can meet the varied 
demands and priorities of this 
sector can find themselves with 
a distinct advantage. 

“This year 16 per cent of pri- 
vate sector pupils are boarders. 
The proportion was a third just 
a decade ago. It has bad an 
inevitable effect on foe prime 
housing market,” says Knight 
Frank's Rupert Sweeting. 

Meanwhile pupils in day pri- 
vate schools have risen by 
some 15 to 17 per cent “Parents 
are recognising that many less 
expensive and lesser known 
schools are getting results just 
as good as those achieved by 
foe public schools. 



“The changes going on in 
choices about schooling have 
made their effects felt on the 
structure of the housing mar- 
ket and in some cases those 
effects have been startling. 

“Most of foe houses in the 
catchment area of one partic- 
ular school in west Colchester 
that has excellent results are 
former council property," says 
Claire Hurst, of Bairstow Eves. 


“However that stock is now 95- 
99 per cent privately owned, 
predominantly by middle-class 
families. It can mean 15 per 
cent premiums on a three-bed- 
room house inside the school 
catchment area." 

Keen spotters of future shifts 
in the market may want to take 
note of another trend. “Oxford 
has always been extremely 
popular for the variety of 


schools available." says Camil- 
la Lindsay, also of Knight 
Frank. “But we have started 
seeing a trend of parents mov- 
ing to the centre of Oxford so 
that their children can walk to 
school." If that takes off, then 
perhaps a perusal of the school 
league tables and the purchase 
of a pedometer could be the 
most profitable way to spend 
this weekend. 


Stepping Stones 

ONE WOMAN’S PROPERTY STORY 



Victorian value... Annie Phillips and her son outside their Brighton home Andrew Hasson 


“HOW MANY house moves 
have I had?” asks freelance 
writer Annie Phillips: “Too 
many to count when I was 
younger...” Annie currently 
lives in Brighton with her 
son and a friend, but her 
first buy was a “cute" two- 
bedroom cottage in the 
Devon village of Ippledon, 
which she bought in 1980 
with her partner for £16,500. 

Three years on they sold 
for £21,000 and after renting 
several places “rashly" 
bought a 1920s bungalow 
near Cranborne, in Dorset, 
which “stood in a marshy 
field, complete with pig sty". 

It cost £27.000 but the 
purchase was a lengthy 
affair “The Marquis of 
Cranborne owned the land 
and wanted to retain 
hunting, shooting and 
fishing rights." 

He was to be 

disappointed. "My partner 
was a hunt saboteur so this 
seemed inappropriate and 
we delayed buying until the 
clause was diminished to 
•with permission', which of 


course we’d never give." 

The bungalow was 
situated down a “totally 
inaccessible” lane and foe 
couple were kept busy. “We 
spent most of our time 
bailing out foe sewage that 
seeped from foe cesspit.” 

In 1984, having “tastefully 
redecorated”, they sold for 
£36,000 and moved to 
Lewes, in Sussex. Here, 
Annie and her by then 
husband bought what she 
calls her “favourite house", 
a two-bedroom Victorian 
cottage which cost £40,000. 

In 1986 she became 
pregnant. They sold for 
£54,000 and for £60.000 
bought what Annie calls "an 
inappropriate Thirties 
semi" on foe edge of town. 

It was not a successful 
move. "I felt like a Stepford 
Wife. My chief memory is of 
a sloped garden which was 
impossible to negotiate with 
a carrycot" 

The couple split up, sold 
for £90.000. and for £94,000 
Annie bought another 
“gorgeous Victorian 


terrace" in Lewes. Here she 
lived for five years, 
landscaping foe garden and 
installing an Aga, but by 
1994 a desire to reduce the 
mortgage persuaded Annie 
to “undersell" for £84,000. 

The next purchase, 
Victorian again, was a two- 
bedroom terraced house in 
Brighton. A year later Annie 
had foe place “looking like 
my house" with stripped 
floors and doors and. two 
years iatei; a loft conversion. 

Annie’s home is now 
worth a reassuring £95.000: 
"I feel I am nearer to the 
price I should have got for 
my last Lewes bouse." But 
as that is now worth more 
than £100,000, Annie asks: 
“Why do we ever move?" 

Ginetta Vedrickas 

If you would like your 
moves to be featured write 
to Nic Cicutti, Stepping 
Stones, 1 Canada Square , 
London E14 5 DL.We will 
award £100 to the best story 
published before 31 June 


London’s £50,000 bargains 

South of the river, fifty grand can still go a way. By Ginetta Vedrickas 


A RECENT article in this sec- 
tion asked what £500,000 buys 
you in London or the Home 
Counties; the answer; sadly, 
was not very much. 

How much harder is it, then, 
when your budget is confined 
to £50,000? Along with first- 
timers, dt.wnsizers and in- 
vestors, - I went scouring 
London’s streets in pursuit of 
a bargain. 

Optimistically I start north of 
the river with Joanna Haydon- 
Knowefl, of MusweD HUI agency 
JHK "You might get some- 
thing in Tottenham or Wood 
Green but no chance here. 
Good one-bedroom fiats around 
achieve around £90,000 and I’ve 
just sold a studio for £82,000.” 

Taking Joanna's advice I 
head for Walthamstow, which 
does have foe Victoria Line in 
its favour. Warren Byrne, of 
Spicer McCqll, says most first- 
time buyers "come in at 
£60,000” but says that it is just 
possible to stay below the 
£50,000 mark. “You cant get 
much here because we’re well 
served by transport.” Current- 
ly on offer at £40,905 is a first 
floor one-bedroom conversion 
flat in a Thirties house that 
needs decorating but does have 
a 60ft garden. 

So, Althou gh cabbies may 
balk at your outrageous re- 
quest to go there, south of the 
river may be your best bet- but 
just hew south? Not far at all, 
according to Stephen King, 
owner of Grange HUI Estates, 
whose beat attends from the 
Elephant to Rotherfaitbe. He 
says that £50,000 will bagyou a 
two-bedroom flat (three with an 
extra £5,000, and thafsinzone 
one: “This is foe last cheap cor- 
ner of London. It really is foe 
only hot spot left” 

Lately Stephen has queues 

investment buyers waiting to 
snap up foe ex-council proper- 
ties. Two-bedroom flats in Ele- 
phant and Castle and on foe 
Northern and Bakerioo lines 
currently cost as Bttle as 
£53,000 but produce rental ufc 
comes of around £230 per week. 

Could foe glut of investment 
buyers come unstuck when 



In some areas erf London you’d do well to buy a shed for £50,000 CruickshanJ-js.'SDR 


they \rish to sell? “Pick your 
estate carefully," advises 
Stephen. “If you’re only con- 
cerned with rent and aren’t 
planning to makp money on the 
resale it’s not so important, but 
while some fiats, for example on 

foe Aylesbury estate, are love- 
ly and big , when it comes to re- 
selling you have a problem." 

Banks' and building societ- 
ies’ reluctance to lend on ex- 
council stock. has eased and 
some now consider flats above 
foe eighth Soot Grange Hill has 
on offer at £55,995 an ex-coun- 
cil two-bedroom fiat with bal- 
cony in Ightam House, SEI. 

■ ' Fbr another source of bar- 
gains, look up. Abovelhe mul- 
titude of commercial properties 
areflats which offer great value 
and access to transport. 

Halifax is selling a one bed- 
room flat in need of refurbish- 
ment over a shop in Hinton 
Road, SE24 (Brixton) for 
£25,000, It is 15 minutes’ walk 
from foe Tube and near Lough- 
borough Junction overground 
on foe Thameslink line. 

Halifax also has a two-bed- 
room property over a shop, for 
£43,950 in Feckham Rye, SE15. 
Victoria is just a 15-minute ride 
from Feckham Rye station. 


‘This is London’s 
last cheap area. 
It really is the 
only hot spot left ' 


Auctions often turn up sur- 
prises. Andrews & Robertson’s 
next sale is on 16 April, and the 
catalogue features many Lon- 
don properties with guide price 
tags of £50,000 or less. 

Going under the hammer is 
a freehold three-floor semi-de- 
tached house complete with 
tenant) in Clapham with a 
guide price of £10.000. Buy this 
and a one-bedroom flat in Dept- 
ford for £20.000 and you could 
still have the £15,000 needed fbr 
an advertiang hoarding in West 
Norwood - should this be your 
heart’s desire. 

Venture into the depths of 
south-east London and possi- 
bilities widen. Zone three and 
■beyond brings period features 
and even the chance to own 
part of a listed building. Letts 
Residential has a fiat converted 
from a listed Ministry of De- 


fence building in Woolwich with 
a gallery style bedroom and pri- 
vate courtyard for £56,995. 

“In Woohrich and Piumstead 
you can buy two-bedroom hous- 
es or three-bedroom fiats for 
£50.000." says negotiator Adri- 
an Strong. He is also keenly 
awaiting improved transport 
links, which will make proper- 
ties such as the two- bedroom 
modern bouse near to Woohvich 
centre he is selling at £56.000 
even more attractive.. 

OutinThamesmead £43.000 
buys a three-bedroom town 
house overlooking Southmere 
Lake and £52.995 a four-bed- 
room town house, both through 
Halifax’s Abbey Wood branch. 

Buying means compronu'se 
and at the bottom end of the 
market this may involve shift- 
ing your sights a bit further. 
Fifty grand won't get you May- 
fair, but it can get you a toe on 
the ladder. Happy hunting. 

Letts Resident fa/: 01 81-317 
331 7: JHK 0181-883 5455: Spicer 
McColL 0181-509 0931: Halifax 
Abbey Wood- 0181-31 1 0102: Hal- 
ifax Dulwich. 0181-399 3711: 
Grange Hill Eslates: 017 1 -237 
4333: "Andrews & Robertson 
Auction: 0171-703 26f-2 
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We con give you a mortgage quote in five minutes 



f ; 53s: % Whatever type of mortgage you're looking for, whu not give 
us a quick coll? We con give you o quote within five minutes 
And ii you'd like to apply over the phone, we con give you 
E5 o provisional decision just ten minutes later. ££ 


Call 0800 400 999 


You'll find us on the Internet on: www.natwestco.uk 


A NatWest 



More than just a bonk 
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HOT SPOT 

TOTTENHAM, NORTH LONDON 


The poor man’s Hackney 
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F rom Broadwater Farm to 
bagels, Tottenham has 
come a long way in 15 
years. The 1985 riot has 
not been forgotten, but 
the estate occupies only 
a modest plot of a region of London 
that is dominated by a massive net' 
work of reservoirs edged by parks, 
marshes and the River Lee. 

Some inner -city areas not for from 
Tottenham, such as Islington and 
Hackney, have pockets of handsome 
period properties. Possessing lower- 
calibre housing stock, Tottenham's 
gentrification will be constrained for 
architectural if not social reasons. 
However, its parkland and waterways 
offer considerable consolation. 

The northern section of Tottenham, 
mostly Nl7, is considerably more re- 
mote from the city centre than N15 to 
its immediate south. Underground and 
rail connections are much thinner 
here than in south Tottenham, but the 
high road is the A10, a straight line to 
the City and Liverpool Street Station 
The council estates which once 
blighted Tottenham now represent 
some of its choicest properties. “The 
Ferry Lane Estate is extremely 
popular; especially the flats that 
provide spectacular views of the 
reservoirs and of the river" says 
Clive Dickman, of Cousins estate 
agents. “And Tottenham Hale under- 
ground station is in walking distance 
or reachable by bus." 

Also worth considering, says Mr 
Dickman, is the Tower Gardens 
Estate, a conservation area with many 
former council properties that lies 
north of Broadwater Farm across 
Lordship Lane. “It was built up over 
different time periods, from the turn 
of the century to the Twenties and then 
the Fifties, so it h as different styles." 

The Dowsett Estate, east of the 
high street, is pleasant and affordable. 
Housing extends eastward here up to 
a border formed by industrial sites, the 
marshes and the reservoirs. “It is 
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Schemes such as the conversion of High cross School (above and below) into spectacular flats are helping transform Tottenham 


£10,000 cheaper here than in N15. For Dickman. “It is also the safest area.” 
the money that would buy you a flat The one area he would “avoid at all 
in N15, you could buy a small house costs” is around Tottenham Hotspur 


here," says Mr Dickman. 


Fbotball Chib, but cost is precisely the 


Nearby is “the nicest part of attraction of such neighbourhoods, lb 


The area may possess lower-calibre 
housing stock, but its parklands and waterways 
offer considerable consolation 


Tottenham, off Bruce Grove, around 
Radley, Elmhurst and Whitley Roads 
and Philip Lane north to ibre Street 
There are small cottagey properties 
and some larger houses, some of 
them with five bedrooms," says Mr 


Mr Dickman, the particular plague 
here is congestion, although mic- 
turation and regurgitation might also 
have been mentioned. 

Budget-conscious owner-occupiers 
find themselves forced to compete 


against hordes of investors for a 
limited supply of available properties. 

“We are absolutely swamped by- 
investors," says Mostafa Sbitri, of 
Duncan Phillips estate agents. “You 
get a good yield here. In six months I 
don't recall selling to a single end usee" 
Mr Sbitri notes that investors 
generally pay less than owner-occu- 
piers, but ‘‘they are quite desperate 
and are willing to pay more, even dose 
to end-user prices". 

Ominously for owner-occupiers, 
Mr Sbitri thinks that many of these 
investors buy with the intention ofiet : 
ting their properties to the homeless 
on emergency bed and breakfast 
placement Buyers still have to watch 
their step in Tottenham. 

ROBERT UEBMAN 
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The Low-Down 


Transport: Compared to N15, 

N17 is “more car than tube," says 
Mr Dickman. Tottenham Hale is 
the only Underground station 
(Victoria Line, zone 3), and the rail 
stations are Bruce Grove, White 
Har t Lane, and Northumberland 
Park, into Liverpool Street The 
North Circular provides access to 
the Ml and Mil. 

Prices: Flats cost £45,000-£70,000; 
two-bedroom terraces in Tower 
Gardens sell for about £80,000. “We 
are now back to where prices were 


at their peak in the 1980s. I reckon 
prices will go up pretty much with 
the London average. N15 will do 
better," says Mr Dickman. 
Properties: Some new second- 
hand Fairview homes occasionally 
come onto the market Draper’s 
Court (in previous lives, Highcross 
School, then Drapers College for 
Boys, then Tottenham High School 
for Girls) is a Metropolitan Home 
Ownership redevelopment of a 
listed building yielding 27 flats 
including split level dwellings with 


high ceilings and oversized gothic 
windows. Priority for the one. two. 
and three-bedroom units go to 
Haringey and north London 
residents. Half-shares cost £25.125. 
Missing link: According to a 
Council brochure, nearly half of 
Haringey's 216,000 population have 
an ethnic background: “Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot African and 
Caribbean, Indian, Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi, Irish and Chinese. 
Recently, Kurdish and Somali 
refugees have settled in Haringey, 


too. The people of Haringey speak 
a total of 193 different languages." 
Little wonder; then, that Haringey 
has some half-dozen shops 
purveying bagels, including 
several on one small stretch of the 
High Road in N17. 

Their spellcheck has fleas: 

To the great British “bagel versus 
beigel" debate, a council brochure 
adds “biegel". 

Lea versus Lee: Lea Valley Park 
to the north. Lee Valley Park to the 
east and Alexandra Park Palace to 


the west offer facilities for fbotball 
golf, fishing, walking boating, ice 
skating and, at the latter, beer- 
drinking with a panoramic view. 
Houses to homes: Haringey 
Council has two empty-property 
officers who help with grants, 
repairs, insurance and finding 
tenants (0181-809 6000). 

Council tax: Band D is £898. 
Estate agents: Cousins 0181-800 
9688; Duncan Phillips 0181-808 
4748; Metropolitan Home 
Ownership, 0181-829 8000. 


THBFF. TO VIEW 
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IN EG HAM, Surrey, this modern detached fcujNriran 
house is one of the first to be put up for saietougi 
the newly opened branch of Townends - and the estate 
agents are celebrating their successful take-off by 
giving away Easter eggs to customers this weekend. 

Updated over the last yean the house has three 
reception rooms and comes with a double-width garage, 
double-glazing and a newly fitted family bathroom with 
a white suite. There is a 17ft sitting room with an 
archway leading through to the dining room and a 
family room with wood veneer flooring and patio doors 
to the garden. The main bedroom is fitted with a range 
of Sharp's wardrobes and furniture. The price is 
£219,950; details from Ibwnends (01784 430666). 



TITUS IS a grade n listed three-bedroom house in Good 
Easter one of the most popular of the villages around . 
Chelmsford, in Essex. Formerly two cottages, the 
timber-framed house is partly thatched - it was 
re- thatched in 1996 - and stands in an acre of 
unoverlooked south-facing gardens adjoining far mland . 

The property has an 18ft sitting room with an open 
fireplace and built-in shelves, a study and a di nin g room 
with a wide brick fireplace. The kitchen is fitted with 
green-glazed custom-made units in pine, and there’s a 
downstairs shower room with a power shower and side 
jet The bedrooms have sloping ceilings. Outside there’s 
a double garage, workshop and greenhouse. The price 
is £345,000; details from Trembath Welch (01371 872117). 
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FIND THE good life at Croftgloy. 25 miles from Elgin in 
Morayshire, in the north-east of Scotland. It is a 
traditional three-bedroom Scottish dwelling in just 
under two acres, and it is being sold along with a 
variety of outbuildings, including a poultry shed. 

The two-storey house has a flag-stoned hall , a 
conservatory and a 14ft farmhouse kitchen with a 
Franco Beige stove also providing central heating and 
hot water. The sitting room has exposed stone walls, 
panelled floor and open fire and there is a for mal dining 
room. Outside is a large U-shaped steading which 
includes barn accommodation, storage, workshop, 
kennels, stables and tack room, plus vegetable and herb 
gardens. Take offers over £92,500 to GA (01343 548861). 

Rosalind Russell 


R 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


. Greece 


CEPHALONIA • GREECE 



0 Stylish studios, apartments and luxury villas for sale 
O Superb facilities include swimming pool and tennis court 
O Unsurpassed quality 
G Prices start from only £39,000 


PHONE NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 


[Selling Agent: Brian A. French Associates. 6 Fleet Road. London NYY3 2QS 

Tel: 0171 284 0114 • Fax: 0171 424 9144 


E.ANGUA Waal WfEraMM. Pretty 
2 Bod Con. On 400 acre Private 

Inland. Tidal flood. £800 pan. 
01631 788451,788373. Fx 

788244. 

FREE - ADbom 40 page fufl colour 
Homeflnder Brochurn. lOCa 
properties 7/ouf NotMk 8 Suf- 
folk. £25,000 to £600.000. TaL 
01284 768626 


London Property ||| North of the River 


SELU M3 YOUR PROPERTY? THIS 
ADVERT WOULD ONLY COST 
YOU £56.40 {IN CL. VAT) FOB 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. 
INTERESTED? CALL THE PROP- 
ERTY 1 EAU ON 0171 293 2300 


MARBLE ARCH Water Gdns. nth 
fir 2 bed R2L Marble fit £299.500. 
01717249919 

BELOflAVIA. SUPERB CHOKE OF 
a ONE B--BOOM APIS FROM 
C3S0P— 0171530005?. 0171 

37WBJI 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


Wanted 


Wanted 


LAND/SITES - without Planning 
Permission but with possible development 
potential. Preferably in or on the edge of 
village/ towrVdty locations in Cheshire & North 
West (but all areas within the UK considered). 

We are prepared to take all the costs S risks in 
obtaining permission. Our planning consultants 
are experts. We are interested In any land, from 
small parcels to significant acreage. 
Brownfield, difficult, nuisance, problem, redundant 
& bad neighbour sites all considered. 

We are particularly faterested in land that either has 
no planning history or where planning consent has 
been refused - or where a permission may be enhanced. 
PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS & ANY PLANNING 
HISTORY DETAILS (WITHOUT OBLIGATION) TO; 




Land Brokers & Planning Promotion 
Goldfinch (Projects) Led* 

Eteoon. West Road, WfeMrtnm. Cheshire CW83HH. 
’fab 01928 787800 Fax: 01 606 B54 223 
Web; hnpJ/wwwLiiwnec.co.uldhoine fgfi ndLhnn 


SNOWDONIA 

8m Porthmadog 



Peaceful drachms uxtage 
.hums meat srurmmR new* 

SimngTkiunp room ■ Mudlo- 

romemuory . UicbcabrcakfM 
mom - 2 beds • huh - sep wt 
Oil errors! h rjnn r D plizmj; 
throughout. Detached garage 
<mh annexe 1 Studio Rooml. 
A^.SOO 
01766 $30 736 


Putney 




For details or tmr 
traditionally built detached 
bungalows and houses, alt 
wild GCH. priced from 
£lliR50u£JftJ.S»S0 
Please ccmiaci 
Charles Bishop Lid on 

01460 73003 


Scotland 


SINGLE PERSON ACCOM In Irfl 
eoirtry novae &i l-MO cash only 
enqutrM un 01434634083- 


Lincolnshire 


LINCOLNSHIRE 

WOLDS 

Attractive 'Royal' village 



Georgian farmhouse, 5 
bed, Urge kitchen with 
Ingle nook reception 
room, sitting room, dining 
room, bathroom, separate 
shower room, large 
garden, cottage, stables, 
barn adjoining meadow, 
schools’shops locally 

£178,000 

Tel: 01790 763 676 


Surrey 


0XTED, SURREY 

5 bed U/F house. 3 bath, 
3 recep. fitted kitchen, 
utility room, conservatory. 

large garden, double ' 
garage. Near town, station 
and Gaiwick. OIDO pan. 

Phone: Martin & Co 
01293 406161 


France 


SEA SIDE VILLA m Smart Tom. 
Port Prtvato/Fart Letting Accom. 
£120,000 TM 01306 453288 


To Let 


SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? THIS 
ADVERT WOULD ONLY COST 
YOU £53.40 | IN CL. VAT) FOR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
INTERESTED? CALL THE PROP- 
ERTY TEAM ON 01 71 28S 2302 
COVENT GARDEN. Luxury largo 2 
bad. 2 Bath matafMBs wfth large 
root terrace, newly relur- 
btShOd I C5S0pw 0650023522 
MARYLEBONE. Berkeley Crt 
Gian (worm SL Liu BLK 4 Bod. 3 
Bath. Bale £ 060 pw. 0171 


Services 


Sell your property 

FREE 

on the World Wide Web 
http://www,ipi.co.uk 
On-line loans 
Tel: 01492 592081 
Email: infoiSiipi.LXi.uk 

PO Box 1275, Gaiwy, 1132 82 


North of the River 


KNIGHTSBRTDGE, 

Lge In t Design 4 dHc 
B/Room flat, Dble Keep, 
Great Views over Park, 
Excellent Condition & 
Security £1,100 pw - 
0171 SOB C0S7, 

0171 37h 7073, 

04*8 357 035. 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE, 

Superb Lge I™ Deaeri Appt 
4 B/Roora. « It*}, Roqbb, 
LecDbJ Rrccp Roam. Em 

HdL Sep Dimrg AraJFiilr 
Fined. Eal-ki Ka, Fire P lus, 
Exeeflcnt GoadSc Sec Prints 
PukngJcb. £1,700 per 
week. 0171 5W 0057. 
0I7t 374 7072. 

0468 357 035 


FTTZJAMES AVE 

W)4 

Spaa evs Luxurious 3/4 
Bedroom Flat Douhlc , 3 
Bad: rooms Lift/Pijncr, 

Furnish cd/UnfumLshcd 
£*Q0 pw Tel 0171 602 
9000 

Sasnll@globalnct.Q3.uk 


CRANBROOK Kom. Large FomAy 
House, e Bedrooms, 2.5 ktos. 
£440,000 OnO. TM 01 500 712683. 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Sell your home for as little as 
£50 per advertisement 

¥THE independent 

INDEPENDENT 


Advertise your property through the Independent and 
^dependent on Sunday’s highly successful Property 
Gallery, a marketplace that Is bled, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears In the Saturday Your Money 
or the Swiday Business sections. Your property ws 
ap pear k t the format .shown here, mih 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph 
o! your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the 
cost per aefc- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost ft 30 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £1SO (£50 each) 

FIB In this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and 
1*> to JO words of copy to: The Property Team, Classified 
Mvwtishig, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper t Canada 
Sq**®, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
O a ‘jj*jj**fvraeaiptoreqgwp&otobMleasiGMrtriagtiayapioria 
I***™™, onw opm to private advert is ers only; cmmnercM 
“Awrtalug pafihjga waitabto on rtquosL 


CRANBROOK 



Detached family hous^ 
Grade H Listed, large hi>W 
reception room, billiiods fofe 
4 bed, 2 bath. Bk^MirVirell 
maintained groO^sf 1/2 acre.' 
WeU crmnectfeeVioad and rail. 

E^n^ucal schools. 

£250,000 V 

Pkykyfaepkone (Daytime): 

0171293 2037 


NAME-, 


TELEPHONE (daytime) 


ADDRESS.. 
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I COULD tell you about the details. 

About the puzidthdes across the toes 
of a pair of five-guinea elastic-sided 
Raoul boots, or about the way a soft 
mnga rirnm c ushioned Maty Wells as 

she crooned “Tv o Lovers”, a Motown 
classic from the days when thwr 
greatest records sold only a few 
hundred copies in Britain to people 
who felt that they were receiving 
samizdat messages from a parallel 
universe. About hanging around a West Indian 
record shop on the bad side of town, hoping for an 
invitation to a shebeen. Aboutagiri turning up for 
a summer -date in a long black skirt and chunky 
shoes so crazy, so cooL About the texture of a long, 
suede coat, or the smell of a box of blue-label Stax 
45satTransat Imports above a Chinese wholesaler 
on lisle Street About the week when a plain, medi- 
um-grey, six-button cardigan was the only thing to 
have, audit wasn’t worth going out if you didn’t 
Fbr some, it was already over by 1064. For the 
people who were Mods then, the whole deal had to 
be a secret or it wasnothing. And by 1964, too many 
people were in on it Too many people watching 
Ready Steady Go! on Friday nights. Too many peo- 
ple spending thdr Saturdays staring at the shop win- 
jdows in Carnaby Street The ones who didn't want 
no share it, who didn’t want anything to change, who 


Ready, steady, go! 


little as 
nent 

s*T 


wanted to preserve their secret turned out to be 
conservatives after alL 

You couldn't blame them, in a way. As moments 
go, it bad more than its share of perfection. For other 
people, the world was moving too fast for them to 
want to jump oft Life-changing events were prac- 
tically tripping over each other But since none of 
the participants dreamt that any of it could possibly 
have any significance beyond the moment nobody 
stopped to reflect There were no social anthro- 
pologists to get in the way, and so no self-con- 
sciousness (and no irony, either). Eventually there 
was Tom Wolfe, with an essay called “The Noonday 
Underground”, about the kids who spent their lunch 
times dancing at TQes on Oxford Street followed 
by Nik Cohn, who never really liked the Mod thing, 
and Time magazine’s Swinging London cover By 
that time things definitely were sGcfing downhill But 
until then things just happened, one after another, 
with an ecstatic inevitability - a chain of cultural 
change, from A to Z, from innocence to decadence, 
happening because people wanted it to, and because 
that was the way their imaginations took them. And 
it happened with astonishing, exhilarating speed. 

The fim was in the details, in the things that could 
be controlled, such as the depth of a pocket flap. But 
two of the bigger and more generally consequen- 
tial things took place over the Easter weekend 35 
years ago. On Easter Saturday; 28 March 1964, Ratfio 


Caroline began transmitting pop music from a ship 
in the North Sea, feeding an appetite starved on the 
one hand by the BBC’s Light Programme, which 
treated pop with a Reithian loftiness, and on the 
other by the effectless, pay-fbr-play pabulum of Radio 
Luxembourg, the despised “Fabulous 208”. which 
made you twiddle your thumbs through a dozen 
Helen Shapiros or Frank Ifields for every Maurice 
Williams and The Zodiacs. Caroline not only played 
better music its illegitimacy made it feel as though 
it really belonged to its listeners. Its existence was 
more important than its output 

by Richard Williams 

Two days later, the Easter Monday tranquillity 
of the Clacton seafront was disturbed by running 
battles between gangs of Mods and Rockers. There 
had been sporadic outbreaks of street violence in 
Britain since the war - between gangs of razor-tot- 
ing south-London Ifeddy boys in the early-Fifties. 
between white racists and Afro-Caribbean immi- 
grants in the Nothing Hill and Nottingham race riots 
of 1958, and between black-shirted Mosleyites and 
anti-FSasdsts in 1962. But the hundreds of kids who 
confronted each other at an Essex seaside resort 
over the Easter weekend of 1964 were inaugurating 
an inter-tribal ritual that was to take its place among 
the defining phenomena of mid-Sixties Britain. 


“The Wild Ones invaded a seaside town yester- 
day,” The Daily Mirror gasped on its front page the 
next day. "1.000 fighting, dr inkin g, roaring, ram- 
paging teenagers on scooters and motorcycles. A 
desperate SOS went out from police at Clacton, 
Essex, as leather-jacketed youths and girls attacked 
people in the streets, turned over parked cars, broke 
into beach huts, smashed windows, and fought with 
rival gangs. Police reinforcements from other 
Essex towns raced to the shattered resort where 
fearful residents had locked themselves indoors. By 
last night after a day of riots and battles with pol- 
ice. 97 of them had been arrested." 

By Whitsun, the riots had spread to Southend, 
Bournemouth. Brighton and Margate, where two 
people were stabbed and a magistrate described the 
perpetrators of the affray as “little sawdust Caesars". 
The prime minister. Sir Alec Douglas Home, asked 
his home secretary. Henry Brooke, whether there 
was anything that could be done. Among the sug- 
gestions were Bills to outlaw the unauthorised pos- 
session of purple hearts, to suspend the driving 
licences of offenders, and, mysteriously, to crack 
down on obscene publications. 

Rockers, with their greased-up hair and motor- 
cycle leathers, represented a thorough commitment 
to the past - albeit a past that dated back barely a 
decade to Marion Brando in The Wild Ones and the 
prototype rock’n'roll of Elvis's Sun records. Mods, 


“modernists”, were the future: neat, dean, eod, and 
aspiring to an air of affluence and Continental soph- 
istication. Rockers were the Ace Cafe on the North 
Circular with Eddie Cochran on the jukebox; Mods 
were the Scene Club in Ham Yard, where a young, 
would-be pop manager called Peter Meaden took 
his band, The High Numbers, later renamed The 
Who, to hear the DJ, Guy Stevens, play Derek Mar- 
tin's “Daddy Rolling Stone” and Inez and Charlie 
Foxx's ■“Mockingbird". There are no prizes, as you 
stroll around the cappuccino-culture streets of 
today's Soho, looking at kids with neat razor-cuts 
and dean -line clothes, for guessing who won. 

Mod culture was rather more various than sub- 
sequent revivals and analyses might suggest It was 
clothes and music, of course, but it was also about 
a shift of attitude. It was both exclusive and indu- 
sive. It was kids in fur-hooded parkas on Vfespas with 
racoon tails on the dummy aerials, buzzing down 
to the coast fora Bank Holiday rumble with a bunch 
of blues and bombers in one pocket and a hammer 
in the other. Yet for others, it was also impeccably 
cut mohair suits in sober hues, andthe perfect but- 
ton-down shirt, and French New-Wave movies, and 
Miles Davis, and dope bought from the Jamaican 
boys who fringed the crowd. 

Whether the Mods were aware of it or not they 
adopted the pose of refined alienation proposed in 
Continued on page 2 
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Nato aim unclear 

Sir The air strikes against 
Yugoslavia have jeopardised 
the lives of 105 million people 
and unleashed an attack on the 
fledgling forces of democracy 
in Kosovo and Serbia. 

The protection of a 
population under threat is a 
noble duty but it requires a 
dear strategy and a coherent 
endgame. As the situation 

unfolds it is becoming apparent 

that there is no such strategy. 

Analysts are already asking 
whether the air strikes are 
still really about saving 
Kosovo Albanians. Just how 
far are Nato members 
prepared to go? What comes 
next after the “mflitaiy” 
targets? What happens if the 
war spreads? 

These questions crowded 
my mind as I sat in a Belgrade 
prison on the first day of the 
Nato attack. In thecelll 
shared with a murder suspect 
I asked myself what the 
West's aim was lor the 
morning after I’ve seen no 
indication that there is a dear 
plan to follow up the Western 
military resolve. 

My friends in the West keep 
asking why there is no 
rebellion. People fedbetnyed 
by the countries which were 
their models. With the bombs 
felling nobody can persuade 
them that this is only an attack 
on their government and not 
their country. 

The West has washed its 
hands of the people. 

Albanians. Serbs and others, 
living in the region. Thus the 
sins of the government have 
been visited on the people. Is 
tins just? 

Nate's bombs have blasted 
the germinating seeds of 
democracy out of the soil of 
Kosovo, Serbia and 
Montenegro and ensured that 
they will not sprout again fora 
very long time. 

VERANMATIC 
Editor in Chief; Radio B92. 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia 

Sir. Adrian Hastings (letter, l 
April) suggests that the Nato 
attack on Yugoslavia can be 
legally justified through 
references to the Genocide 
convention of 1948. But this 
convention was not ratified by 
the US Senate, on the grounds 


that it is poorly drafted, and 
could allow other 
governments to intervene in 
the United States’ affairs. 

It is true that the 
Americans gave their support 
to a resolution upholding the 
principles embodied in toe 
convention. But it would be 
eccentric for the United States 
to daim legal justification on a 
basis which it had itself 
refused to ratify. 

The burden of the 
convention concerns not toe 
suppression, but toe 
p unishm ent, of genocide, 
which leaves open the whole 
question of how toe genocide 
is to be suppressed. All that 
toe convention can offer us is 
article 8, which says that “any 
contracting party may call 
upon the competent organs of 
toe United Nations to take 
such action under toe Charter 
of the United Nations as they 
consider appropriate”. 

Article 9 does give 
contracting parties toe right 
to refer disputes to the 
International Court of Justice. 
But contracting parties are 
states, so this offers no 
protection to groups comp- 
laining about states. And the 
United States refuses to 
recognise the competence of 
that court. 

KEN COATES MEP 
(Independent Labour. 
Nottinghamshire North 
and Chesterfield) 

Mansfield, Nottinghamshire 

Sir. Which Geneva 
Convention is Alex Bellamy 
referring to Getter; 27 March) 
when he writes of the Geneva 
Convention? The Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 are four 
in number Presumably he 
means number IV (“Relative 
to the Protection of Civilians 
in Time of War”). 

We are reading and hearing 
a number of pronouncements 
on international law these 
days. It is getting a bit like 
quoting the Bible. Choose the 
parts that support your 
beliefs, but don't worry too 
much about being selective. 

International law on armed 
conflict and on human rights 
is complex and is not easily 
reduced to a couple of simple 
propositions. The right not to 
be murdered, raped, driven 
out dispossessed, massacred 


or maimed is dear but the law 
on intervention is not 
FREDERICK STARKEY 
MoldClwyd 

Sir; Mr Agani, and thousand of 
his fellow Kosovars, have not 
been executed by the Serbian 
forces ( u Kosovo*s men of 
ideas are dragged from 
homes and shot”, 30 March). 
They have been murdered. 

“Execute” implies 
legitimacy - the carrying out 
of a judicial sentence. 
Execution, however morally 
wrong, is a legal action; 
murder never is. 

LORNA ARNOLD 
Oxford 

Easter’s meaning 

Sir I think it sad that someone 
as obviously intelligent as Will 
Self ("Why I Hate Easter”, 2 
April) cannot see beyond the 
man-made trappings of 
Easter to the significance of 
toefestivaL 

Simply because centuries 
of Western ideas have 
rendered toe scenes of Holy 
Week, the Crucifixion and the 
Resurrection to fit our own 
cultural view, it does not mean 
that the events should be cast 
aside as farce. 

Does anyone imagine the 
Pharisees spoke "Standard - 
RP even -English” or gave 
allegiance to such a ludicrous 
figure as a toga-and-iaurel- 
bedecked Pilate? 

It truly irritates me when a 
faith is put down because of 
the images with which 
generations of leaders have 
adorned it. It would be helpful 
if we looked beyond what is 
outer and, before feeling 
justified in demoting 
Christianity to the ranks of 
Aesop’s Fbbles. tried to learn 
rather than make a passing 
judgement on what is easy to 
merely look at 
NEZA GLYNN 
Tb Iworth, Surrey 

Sir Will Self can not have it 
both ways. In his depressing 
rant against Eastc- he tells us 
that he doesn't know what 
happens to us after we die. He 
then tells us that there will be 
no resurrection. So he does 
know after alL 

Professor BARRY FANTONI 
London SW4 


People’s theatre 

Sir While it would be 
impossible not to applaud toe 
worthy sentiments expressed 
by the Culture Secretary, toe 
chairman of the Arts Council 
and others in your special 
report Who goes to the arts? 
(30 March), it is surprising 
that none of toe contributors 
was able to draw attention to 
one theatre which has so 
successfully achieved many of 
toe aims they wish to promote. 

Situated in Newham, East 
London, the Theatre Royal 
Stratford East has succeeded 
in attracting new’ audiences 
from a racially-mixed 
community' by a commitment 
to writers and artists from all 
backgrounds and by offering 
concessions to toe young and 
the disadvantaged. 

Over the last 20 years, 14 
of the 20 most successful 
productions have been 
targeted at audiences of 
Afro-Caribbean or Asian 
ethnic origin. 

The reward is that the 
Theatre Royal is the only 
major drama client of the 
London Arts Board to have 
received no increase in its 
core revenue grant for the last 
five years and that its 
application Lastyearfor 
fending from toe Arts 
Council’s Arts 4 Everyone 
scheme was overlooked. 
CHARLES MORGAN 
Wotton-under-Edge, 
Gloucestershire 

Sir Who goes to the arts? 

Once again the ritual lament 
that the arts are too white and 
middle classes emanates 
from a chorus of guilt-ridden, 
white, middle class voices. 

The arts are a good thing: 
we know this because they tell 
us, and they tell us because 
they know what’s good for us. 
With missionary zeal the arts 
must be taken to toe cultural 
wastelands; opera in the 
football stadium. Shakespeare 
in toe pub. 

I write asa musician who, 
after 25 years in Manchester 
has never set foot inside either 
Old Trafford or Maine Road. 

Nor, in those 25 years, have I 
heard the anguished voices 
complain that football must 
shed its male, working-class 
image and reach out to new 


audience bases. No-one has 
brought the thrills of the live 
match to the Bridgewater Hall 
or toe Royal Exchange 
Theatre, nor persuaded me 
that for the cost of a ticket to 
these venues I could watch 
United in action. 

By all means let’s demystify 
the arts, but let’s not be 
patronising in toe process. 
GEOFF THOMASON 
Stockport Cheshire 

CSA ‘is toothless’ 

Sin I object to Dr Simon 
Fordham’s bitter comments 
Getter 26 March). There is 
another side to the story. 

I have been a single 
mother for five years and 
tried avoiding the Child 
Support Agency’s pursuit of 
information on toe 
whereabouts of my 
daughter’s father on moral 
grounds, until they 
threatened to stop my benefit 

I received no financial 
assistant for our child from 
her “devoted” father and 
money that has recently been 
extracted from him by the 
CSA has been offset against 
my benefit 

In September I started 
back on a nursing course, 
from which point 
maintenance has been paid 
directly to me: £5 per week. 
Any attempt to have this sum 
increased has failed and my 
ex-partner has been the one 
running around in a BMW 
telling the CSA be earns only 
£60 a week 

The sooner that mainten- 
ance is returned to the civil 
courts the better Fbr children 
in my daughter’s position the 
CSA is a toothless dog. 

NAME AND ADDRESS 
SUPPLIED 

Pay and display 

Sir: Myjoumey to work takes 
me past the principal BMW 
dealership in Munich. Behind 
hectares of glass, the vehicles 
are poised and ready. On the 
forecourt a further selection 
of Bavaria's best 

On ray homeward journey 
on Tuesday evening I could 
see toe staff preparing for; it 
now transpires, the 
Longbridge announcement 
< "Rover plant rescued by 


£150m grant”, 1 April). All of 
the forecourt vehicles were 
being re-arranged 

By Wednesday morning a 
selection of Rover vehicles 
were set before toe ladies and 
gentlemen of the press. The 
BMWs remained inside. 

The following morning the 
forecourt was back to normal 
- not a Rover in sight 
SIMON ALLEN 
Munich, Germany 

A critic’s lot 

Sir Your listings writer 
Gerard Gilbert asks of 
BBC2’s Late Review: “How 
did Allison Pearson, Tony 
Parsons and Tom Paulin get 
this one sewn up?” (Thursday 
Review, l April). The current 
series of Late Review has 
rotated 15 critics, with 
appearances by toe three Ps 
together forming easily a 
minority of editions. 

"Why are the guests always 
journalists?" he asks . Novelists 
and historians are well- 
represented Wte don’t use 
producers, actors, and 
publishers because those 
involved in an artform are 
usually reluctant to criticise it 
MARK LAWSON 
Presenter 
Late Review, BBC2 
London W 1 

In Brief 


Sin Thank you fbr your 
leading article, “Words can 
only be stretched so far in 
Northern Ireland” (29 March). 
There are weapons and 
terrorists on both sides of the 
divide. Why cannot Mr Adams 
and Mr Trimble acknowledge 
this, shake hands and say, “We 
will work together in the new 
administration to 
decommission all weapons in 
Northern Ireland”? Am I 
being too naive and is this too 
s implis tic? 

PETER ARTHUR 
Cambridge 

Sin What a wily you ng 
prankster you are! Fancy 
thinking that we'd fall for that 
one about the 24 per cent pay 
nsefor peers (report, l April). 
STEVEN FORD 

Haydon Bridge, 

Northamptonshire 



Easter, 1964 and the Mods were off to the coast 


Continued from page 1 
1942 by Meursault, the protagonist of 
Camus's VEtrcmger, and refined 17 years 
later by Alain Delon’s portrayal of the 
amoral Tom Ripley in Rend Clement’s 
Plein Soled Maybe it was no coincidence 
that in 1961 Penguin published the first 
paperback edition of ITStranger, it was a 
set book for those sitting O-Ievel French 
the following year, and few compulsory 
texts can have exerted such a powerful 
effect on the imaginations of a generation 
of students. Everybody has a reason for 
joining their adolescent tribe, and, looking 
back, I guess that Camus must have 
provided mine. 


Meursault, of course, killed an Arab in 
Camus's story in an act of dispassionate 
racism that might, at a stretch, provide a 
link with the meaningless violence of the 
scooter-borne moils and toe more dearly 
motivated version enacted try their direct 
successors, the skinheads and suede- 
heads who provided the foot soldiers for 
various putrid little neo-Nazi mobs. 

But no one spent much time wondering 
what it all meant There were clothes and 
music to worry about The clothes were 
ditched even before they fell apart which 
would rarely be more than a few weeks 
unless you were one of those who, like the 
15-year-old Mark Feld, featured in the 


pages of Tbicn magazine in 1962 (and later 
to re-emerge as Marc Bolan), ordered suits 
from Mr Bilgarri of Bishopsgate - in 
which case you probably wore them for a 
couple of weeks longer The muse changed 
every Friday as each batch of new releases 
revealed a nugget or two of previously 
unimagined truth. 

And Tm grateful for that in a way that 
has never dimmed. To live through that 
time with any intensity of appreciation was 
to understand, and never to forget, the 
exact degree of musical evolution involved 
in toe relationship between the records 
released by, let’s say Martha and toe Van- 
deUas between the spring of 1962 and toe 


autumn of 1965. The list comes straight 
from the memory: “Come and Get These 
Memories”, “Heatwave”, “Quicksand”, 
“live Wire", “In My Lonely Room”, "Danc- 
ing in the Street”, "Wild One”, “Nowhere 
to Run" and “You’ve Been in Love Too 
Long”. Any listener unto sympathetic ears 
would respond to the emotional and 
musical dynamism of each of these mar- 
vellous examples of early soul music; but 
if you weren’t there, you’ll never be able 
to understand how one grew out of another 
and what that evolution represented, or be 
able to replicate the thrill of hearing each 
one for the first time in its own time 
Mod didn’t last long, and in the concrete 


- , * uiucn. 11 was sc 

thmgyou felt, and when you turned n 
it had gone. Suddenly the whole culture 

gone overground. The Beatles got t 
MBEs, Jean Shrimpton wore a mini-d 
at the Melbourne Gold Cup, Time m 
zme came along. Ready Steady Go! 
starting its last series, and the dne 
were showing Darling and The Knack 
Blow-Up. Labour were back in po 
and Harold Wilson was in Downing Sb 
being nice to pop stars. The last fc 
holiday not seems to have taken plao 
Easter Sunday 1965 in Brighton, whei 
arrests were made. It must have been 1 
to move on. 
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The strength of 
democracies 

fighting a just war 


tele THEORY of t±ie just war is not philosophically deep 
or well-rooted. A new collection of essays fay M uslim and 
Christian authors. The Crescent and the Cross , reveals 
the extent to which it has been made up to suit the needs 
of changing times - and to which it has been largely 
ignored in practice. Two religions born in opposed 
moral styles - Christianity of fanning the other f-h*>Atr 
Islam of conversion by conquest -both ended up form- 
ing a remarkably similar theology of the just war In both 
cases, the idea of the holy war - the jihad or Cr usad e 
- is rejected by mainstream religious teachers. In both 
cases, the main conditions of a just war are the same . 
It should be fought only as a last resort in order to right 
or avert a specific wrong. The good that is done must 
outweigh the harm of war, and the conduct of the war 
must itself be just 

Those principles have now been codified in the sec- 
ular tests of international law, but it is worth recalling 
their historical sources at a time when an aiifanng of 
mainly Christian countries is fightin g a war in defence 
of a largely Muslim group, the Kosovar Albanians. 

And it is worth assessing the right of Nato to claim 
that it is fighting a just war in Yugoslavia, not least 
because some of the opponents of military action have 
warned that the West is facing “another Vietnam”. The 
point about Vietnam was that it was not a just war: it 
was essentially fought against the right of the Viet- 
namese people to national self-determination. It was 
doomed because the United States could claim neither 
the support of the Vietnamese people noi; more impor- 
tantly, that of the American people. When the US gen- 
erals claimed that they were fi ghting with one hand tied 
behind their backs, the truth was that they should have 
had both hands tightly bound; the constraints upon them 
were those of what US public opinion would accept, and 
they still got away with Agent Orange and the secret 
bombing of Cambodia. 

If the critics mean simply that a war against Serbia 
in Kosovo could be long and difficult to win, that is not 
the same as saying that it will be like Vietnam. It is 
noticeable that very few voices in this country - mainly 
confined to a small rump of Conservative ultras - 
argue that the defence of the people of Kosovo agains t 
Serbian terror is not a just cause. Morally, the old doc- 
trine that ffie internal affairs of nation states are in- 
violate ended with the Holocaust in Germany. So the 
arguments against Nato intervention that count are 
those which assert either that air strikes are an 
unmoral means of prosecuting a just war; or that the 
harm caused by toe action outweighs the gain. 

The first objection is easier to overcome than the sec- 
ond. All the techniques of modern warfare carry some 
risk of casualties among non-combatants. This has to 
be weighed in toe balance with the second objection, 
which is that the Kosovar Albanians are now suffering 
more than they would have done if toe Nato planes had 
stayed at base. Which might be a strong argument, 
except that it is conspicuously not being made by the 
Kosovar Albanians themselves. 

Ail the same, it is incumbent on Nato’s leaders now 
to show that the good that is obtained by this war out- 
weighs the multiple damages and sufferings it has 
caused, and will cause. Now that the first objective, of 



deterring Slobodan Milosevic from replacing one pop- 
ulation of Kosovo with another, has foiled, Nato urgently 
needs to redefine its war aims. 

Here the comparison should be made with the Gulf 
war of 1991, rather than with the war in Vietnam. 
Nato’s implicit objective now is the liberation of Kos- 
ovo, as then it was the liberation of Kuwait; it should 
be made explicit, and the job will have to be done by 
troops on the ground, both those of Nato countries and 
those of the Kosovo liberation Army, supplied by Nato. 
The KLA is no one’s idea of a human-rights charity, but 
it is now the means to a just end. 

The object is not simply to restore Kosovo to the Koso- 
vars and to protect them. It is to put an end to the ambi- 
tions of Milosevic for a Greater Serbia, which is real and 


frightening, and which depends on an ethnic scorched- 
earth policy in several areas around Serbia itself. 

It is significant that Tony Blair has not ruled out the 
use of ground troops, and that public opinion both in 
Britain and in the States is swinging sharply behind their 
use. This is how just wars in the modern world are 
fought by democracies whose leaders are open and hon- 
est with their people. We need to guard against jingo- 
ism. although the press coverage has, in fact, been 
rather restrained so for. The invention of the monster 
“Slobba" of Belgrade is a justified use of tabloid tech- 
niques to portray a tyrant in vivid colours. 

But “Slobba" should beware: democracies are slow 
to strike but when they do, when they are convinced 
they are fighting a just war, they strike hard. 


The Scots should 
seek independence 


JOHN MAJOR was right when he cried seven years 
ago, in his awful, strangled tones, “Wake up! The Union 
is in danger”. So it is, and so it should be. Aunion that 
cannot command the settled support of one of its con- 
stituents does not deserve to survive. Now, at last, as 
the campaign for elections to the Scottish parliament 
begins in earnest, toe people of Scotland at least are 
waking up to what devolution means. 

After getting the fright of its life, the Labour Party 
is off to a good start pulling ahead of the Scottish 
National Party in toe opinion polls. But this cannot 
conceal the underlying truth that Mr Major was right 
and that the Labour/Liberal Democrat argument 
that limited home rule would stanch the demand for 
independence was wrong. 

Far from taking the national question out of Scot- 
tish politics, a parliament in Edinburgh ensures that 
it will be even more central than before. That is not 
healthy for Scotland. Too much of Scottish national 
sentiment consists of an anti-English feeling, or if not 
“anti” then a feeling that all the ills of Scotland can 
be blamed on London. A Scottish parliament may have 
responsibility for education or bousing policy, but like 
local councils, will only chafe against the constraints 
of budgets set in London. 

This is not sustainable. Scotland is entering a one- 
way, Quebec-styie airlock, in which the separatists 
need just one referendum to leave the United King- 
dom. It would save a lot of time, effort and distrac- 
tion if the people of Scotland chose to move quickly 
down this slipway. 

There are good arguments against such a course. 
Nationalism, as we can see in the Balkans, can be an 
ugly thing . But nationalism would be a healthier 
force in an independent Scotland than in a grievance- 
loaded province. 

Another obstacle to independence is the unattract- 
ive opportunism of the SNR demonstrated this week 
by Alex Salmond’s posturing against Nato strikes in 
Yugoslavia. If the Scots could achieve independence 
without having to vote for the SNR it would at least 
force Mr Salmond’s party to define a credible set of 
policies on the bread-and-butter issues. 

It may be that the momentum towards indepen- 
dence will also change the Labour Party in Scotland 
(another political force in urgent need of reform), and 
produce a realignment of nationalist Labour with parts 
of the SNP and Liberal Democrats, embodying the 
consensual political values of John Smith in an 
independent Scotland. 

The other argument posed against independence 
is that it would weaken England. If so, the English 
seem remarkably calm in the face of the threat Most 
English and Welsh probably regard the secession of 
Scotland with the same equanimity with which they 
accepted independence for India or Kenya. Their at- 
titude, rightly, is: if it is what the Scots want, why not? 

So the question comes back to whether the Scots 
should want it or not And toe answer must be yes, if 
in the Edinburgh parliament a new national leader- 
ship can be fashioned to give expression to progres- 
sive, pluralist and pro-European values. An 
independent Scotland within the European Union 
would escape the whinge mentality of partial devo- 
lution, take responsibility for its own problems, and 
yet remain in partnership with its neighbours. 


*** 
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The importance of convicting 
this elderly man of murder 





TWO DEATHS out pf 6 million. A tiny' 
diva: of agreat eviL TWo ordinary Jew- 
ish women who one morning half a 
century ago found themselves staring 
into the eyes of Anthony Sawoonik. 
They would hardly have hoped for 
meaty Tbo many of their kind had gone 
to death in the previous few weeks. 
When the Nazis arrived, toe Jews of 
Domachevo would have known what 
to expect What toe poet Paul Celan 
called “death the master from Ger- 
many” reigned supreme in the remote 
fastnesses of Belarus. . 
a ' Of these two vanished women we 
.fPkuow little. The Holocaust obliterated 
their Eves from memory; ituncreafed 
them What kind of people were ftey? 
Were they kind or selfish, were they 
practically minded or dreamers’ Did 
they harbour big ambitions or were 
they, as we must suppose, creatures 
of the small horizon, living out their 
lives in an ingwyerished backwater of 
the Soviet Union. They might so eas- 
ily have gone unremembered, those 
two lives extinguished in an East 
European forest a patch . of ground 
already stuffed with the dead. 

That is the nature of genocide: de- 
stroy the group, deny the humanity of 
the individual. Ball as you would kfQ 
mice or rats. Does a rat or a mouse 
have aiade, much less a heart crsoul? 
Of course not. So slaughter these 

( verminous Jews. Kill without mercy 
until there is not one left. And when 
- they are gone andthere isno one left 

,.3 to tefl toe stoty,yoirwfflbe safe from, 
anyaccounting foryour deeds. 

l am sure that is what Anthony 
Saworriuk believed. Ebrwashenot but . 
a littlecogin a great mistier machine, 
just one finger on toe trigger one fist 
raised amongan annyof millions? In . 
a world of death, who could have 


sin gled hhn out as any more guilty 
then the next man? I wonder whether 
he even remembered the faces of 
those two women, it is a romantic fal- 
lacy I believe, that the mass murderer 
is haunted by toe feces ofhis victims. 
I have known a few of these monsters 
and they are rarely haunted. 

And for Sawonhik, a veteran kfllei; 
there was toe ample mathematical 
question ofhow many faces you coaid 
remember when you had seen so 
many go to their deaths. After so many 
terrified, doomed people had passed 
before him. Was it tikety that he -would 
retain memory of toe two women 
whose lives he stole in the forest of 
Domachevo? That would surety be 
asking too much. But, alas for Sawon- 
hik, there were people who remem- 
bered his face, people who had 
witnessed his individual contribution 
to the Holocaust And five decades 
latex; in a courtroom in London, the 
humanity, the individuality of two 
dead Jews from a small town in Bela- 
rus was finalty acknowledged 
I heard the news on a car radio in 
London and cheered In the running 
ondet; the story came ahead of news 
about toe latest expulsions of ethnic 
Albanians from Kosovo. More stories 
of burned villages, men being led 
awaft railway cars crammed with ter- 
rified refugees whose identity docu- 
ments bad been seized and destroyed 
ttwasnewsto make one feel helpless, 
news to induce anger 

But somehow toe Sawomuk verdict 
helped to ease those emotions; 50 
years on, a man who terrorised the in- 
nocent, aman who believed he would 
never be called to account, was sitting 
in toe dock and hearing that he would 
spend toe rest of his life in jafl. And I 
wished just then that Milosevic and 



Fergal Keane 

It is a romantic fallacy 
that the mass murderer 
is haunted by the 
faces ofhis victims 

Arkan and toe rest of the masters of 
terror in Yugoslavia might have 
glimpsed that courtroom scene. For 
tf they did, they might have felt a chill. 

I say “might”, because we are deal- 
ing here with men who seem to show 
little concern for the possibility that 
they may some day face justice for 
their crimes. The fudging and dodg- 
ing and weakness that they have ex- 
perienced in their dealings with the 
West will doubtless have encouraged 
them to regard any threat of prose- 
cution by a war crimes tribunal as 
nothing more than hot air. 

They wifi reason, with some sound 
historical evidence, that the only rea- 
son Sawoniuk faced justice is that he 
was toe soldier of a defeated regime. 
Had the Nazis triumphed, the old 
monster would likety be polishing his 
medals in Belarus. They may also take 
comfort from the feet that Radovan 
Kararfoip and Radku Mladic are grill 
at large, with the great crime of Sre- 
brenica unpunished. I think in toe long 
term they wDl be proved wrong There 


will be a court and there will be jus- 
tice. I have no evidence to prove that 
this will be so, simply toe sense that 
the Western powers have passed a 
point of no return, which will end with 
Milosevic being called to account 

Seeing justice done is the central 
aim of the war crimes prosecutor. But 
there is a parallel duty of equal im- 
portance. It is to place on the record 
of our human history the truth of what 
happened under the Nazis and Stalin 
and Pol Pot and toe Hutu extremists, 
and what is happening now in Kosovo. 
When the prosecutor stands up in 
court he begins the process of writing 
a real history, free from the lies of the 
propagandists or toe simplifications of 
the media. It is a history that can be 
challenged in court and at times toe 
law will rule certain truths as in- 
admissible or even improvable. But 
that is toe law, and though we may not 
like it, though we may feel it denies us 
“full justice" or “fall truth", it is still 
our best recourse. 

If you want to understand the 
beauty of toe law, think of those old 
voices in a London courtroom de- 
scribing the crimes of Sawoniuk. 
They were voices that spoke from half 
a century ago. but they had not for- 
gotten. And they reminded us that toe 
law is about witness: it is there to say, 
these things happened and we do not 
deny them. These things happened, 
and our collective memory must 
accommodate them. 

We may have waited too long to act 
in Yugoslavia, and now we are shamed 
by the terrible images that now fill our 
television screens. But there is at least 
an impulse to act in support of those 
who are victimised by very reason of 
their ethnic background. And that im- 
pulse. which now drives Mr Blair, is 


rooted in the knowledge of what 
happened when we failed to stop 
dictators in the past 

The crimes described at Nurem- 
berg, the litany of horrors emerging 
in the Rwandan genocide trials, the im- 
mense body of evidence now col- 
lected on Stalin’s terror, are part of a 
great block of uncomfortable truths 
that cannot be washed away They are 
the warning we cannot ignore. 

In Stalin’s case the courts tried 
people under bad laws without even 
the pretence of justice. They were an 
example of the way the law can be sub- 
verted and put to evil use. But they also 
serve as an important lesson to us; 
when we by toe likes of Sawoniuk, and 
if we ever get round to frying Milose- 
vic or Arkan, we make sure the evi- 
dence is sound and toe witnesses are 
credible. If that occasionally means re- 
leasing men we know to be guilty, so 
be iL As I mentioned above, what mat- 
ters is memory, being able to produce 
reliable witnesses who can say: “I was 
there and this is what happened." 

I am reminded of the Russian poet 
Anna Akhmatova describing a visit to 
a prison in Leningrad where her son 
was detained during the years of Stal- 
in’s Tferror. People were disappearing 
and being executed and it seemed as 
if there would be no one to bear wit- 
ness to the truth. An old woman rec 
ognised the writer and asked her if she 
could at some future time describe 
what was happening. Akhmatova ans- 
wered that she could. “Then," remem- 
bered Akhmatova, “something like a 
smile crossed what had once been her 
face. " There may yet be smiles for the 
terrorised people of Kosovo. 

The uniter is a BBC News special 

correspondent 


Kosova children appeal 
to Independent readers 


Kosovar children 
refugees in Albania 
face cold, hunger and 
disease as winter 
deepens. Many are in 
deep shock, having 
witnessed rheir parents 
and relatives killed in 
the awful atrocities 
from which they fled. 

Albania, the poorest 
country in Europe, has 
few resources ro 
support the massive 
influx of refugees. 

Your action will help children who 
have lost everything 

The European Children's Trust needs your swift 
response to set. up an emergency centre in Shkoder. northern 
Albania, to help 2500 refiigees. Our centre will provide 
basic necessities and schooling to give security to the 
confused and frightened refugee children living in Shkoder. 

These are children and families whose homes have 
been lost, perhaps forever. 

Special help is needed for the traumatised children who 
have witnessed terrible crimes, and must now start to live a 




to save Kosovar 


— I enclose O£30 tuny choice £ 

|» children. (Cheques to The European Children's Trust please). 

- Or debit my Ace ess/Vi sa/CAF card: 


Card no 


Signature 


Expiry dale . 
Date. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms. 
Address 


. Postcode . 


Telephone no. 

Please renmi&: Tanya Barron, |i 1 l/Ax Kosova 
Emergency Appeal. The European Children's 
Thm. FREEPOST KE 8354 . 64 d Queen Siren. 
London. EC 4 B 4 AR . 

Or call 0800 056 3686 NOW. 
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Please act NOW - your gilt will give hope 
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MONITOR 


All the News of the world 

The war in the Balkans • US airmen taken hostage • Russian intervention • The Kosovan refugees 

Rarely was victory needed so badly 



The world press considers whether Nato’s bombing campaign aimed at ending the humanitarian crisis in Kosovo can succeed 


ABC 

Spain 

THE ESCALATION of the allied 
offensive is the only possible 
response to the terrible resurgence 
of repression imposed by Slobodan 
Miosevic. Rarely was a victory so ur- 
gently needed. With each day that 
passes the Kosovar Albanians step 
further into the darkness of thebolo- 
caust The image of interminable 
caravans of refugees stripped by 
Milosevic of all their papers, 
escaping the death decreed by the 
authorities of their country and de- 
fying hunger, cold and sickness pro- 
claims the urgency Of vanq uishing 
this will to commit genocide. 

* 

Borba 

Yugoslavia 

THE JOINT criminal demons of the 
USA, Great Britain, Germany, 
France, Italy, Spain, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Canada have at- 
tacked the territory of the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia. They are 
not choosing targets in their bru- 
tal strikes. They are not sparing 
holy places, which are the pride of 
civilization. They are bombarding 
monasteries, churches and 
mosques. Cemeteries are not 
sacrosanct to them. They want 
just one thing - to do us harm and 
subjugate us. 

♦ 

Liberation 

France 

CAN ONE reasonably wait for “ges- 
tures” of goodwill from a man who, 
for almost 10 years, has engaged in 
ethnic cleansing, assassinations 
and massacres, as a consequence 
of which more than 200,000 are 
dead and millions displaced? Koso- 
vo will be empty of its Albanian pop- 
ulation in a few weeks. No Kosovars 
will remain other than petrified 
corpses. The members of toe West- 
ern coalition who decided to act last 
lUesday underestimated the Milo- 
sevic problem. It is time to radically 
modify the coalition’s rules of en- 
gagement if one does not want the 


“peaceful solution 1 ' proposed by 
Jacques Chirac to be nothing else 
than toe peace of toe cemetery. 

« 

SUDDEUTSCHE 

ZEITUNG 

Germany 

AFTER ALL that has happened, 
even the Albanians will hardly 
want to return to the Rambouillet 
accord and to a promise of auton- 
omy. A changed agenda for new ne- 
gotiations is now conceivable. It 
could contain words which have so 
far been unmentioned, such as 
“independence" for the Albanians 
and “partition". The Serbs might 
even get a piece of Kosovo if the 


West were forced to agree to this 
in order to prevent an even worse 
scenario. 

* 

Haaretz 

Israel 

THE EVENTS in recent months in 
Kosovo are more than a mere 
internal conflict between the na- 
tions of the former Yugoslavia. 
What is occurring there borders on 
genocide. No countiy or society 
may remain indifferent in the face 
of these horrific actions. It is the 
responsibility of Israel's official 
institutions, the government and 
toe Knesset to give real expression 
to their support for the policy of 


Nato and the United States. They 
must do so not reluctantly or half- 
heartedly, but rather by making a 
dear, resolute stand and by taking 
the necessary diplomatic steps. 
This is the responsibility of toe en- 
tire people of Israel - the children 
of a nation that has suffered so 
much persecution - to another 
persecuted nation. 

a 

MOSKOVSKIY 

KOMSOMOLETS 

Russia 

THE SERBS are stubborn and ready 
for sacrifice. They are used to 
unequal struggle against unques- 
tionably stronger adversaries: 


Turks, Austrians, Germans. Apart 
from that even though Milosevic's 
fellow clansmen in Kosovo consti- 
tute a minuscule minority, the 
province is still looked on as the 
cradle of the Serbian nation. Thus, 
giving Kosovo away to the Albani- 
ans is for them like severing the 
right band. That is why nobody can 
guarantee today that in toe very 
near future, Belgrade will give in and 
fail to its knees before Nato. 

+ 

The Straits Times 

Singapore 

THE QUESTION is what Nato must 
and can do to ensure that Yligoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic does 


not get away with the programme 
he has embarked on: to use the 
cover of the wider war to carry out 
a pogrom of Kosovo and of its ethnic 
Albanians by killing them and 
destroying their property or driving 
them across the border as refugees 
to Albania, Macedonia and Mon- 
tenegro. If toe genocide were to con- 
tinue, Nato’s military mission of 
destrqyingMr Milosevic’s ahilify to 
wage war on toe Kosovars would 
have failed to attain its political 
objective, which is to make him 
accept a settlement based on toe 
Rambouillet accord, which indudes 
the stationing of 28,000 peace- 
keeping troops in the province. In 
war, the political goal is the only 
prize worth winning. 


The Times 

UK 

SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC made his 
first offer to Nato last night His 
demands would have been unac- 
ceptable before he put Kosovo to the 
torch. They are both offensive and 
inadequate now. Mr Milosevic knows 
that; this is no surrender; but a feint 
designed to split toe affiance. His tim- 
ing is, as usual, tactically shrewd. 
The accounts given by the battered, 
traumatised refugees streaming out 
of Kosovo are evidence that an en- 
tire people is being persecuted with 
racist cruelty. Nato’s weaker minds 
must thus be tempted to pause and 
explore. Nato, and western publics, 
should keep the past decade of bro- 
ken Milosevic pledges dearly in 
min d and keep their nerve. 

♦ 

ST PETERSBURG 
Times 

Russia 

NATO SHOULD call off air strikes and 
return to the negotiating table Nato 
stumbled into this war, making 
promises to protect the Albanians 
that it knew it couldn't keep and then 
lashing out impotently to maintain 
its credibility. But Nato’s credibility 
has been irrevocably damaged any- 
how. It has attacked a sovereign 
country with the flimsiest of justifi- 
cations. Its policy should now be 
aimed at saving lives. 

+ 

MAINICHI SHIMBUN 
Japan 

THE CURRENT air strikes against 
Serbia differ from the Bosnian 
campaign in many important 
aspects. They are being conducted 
on shaky legal grounds and raise 
many questions of international 
law. The scale of the bombing is also 
questionable. The current Nato 
bombing campaign targets Yu- 
goslavia, a sovereign nation. Fur- 
thermore, Nato decided to begin 
bombing without seeking the ap- 
proval of the United Nations or of the 
Organisation for Security and Co-op- 
eration in Europe. 


US AIRMEN TAKEN HOSTAGE 


The American press expresses its anger, and its resolve, following 
the capture of three US soldiers on the Serbian-Macedonian border 

New York post 

WE JOIN with all Americans in 
wishing the soldiers a swift re- 
turn home. We simply hope 
that the fate of the three sol- 
diers does not become the dri- 
ring force behind US policy. 

This is no normal administra- 
tion. Time and again, it has 
shown itself willing to subordi- 
nate the nation's best interests 
to its own. If the president 
wants to tie a yellow ribbon to 
something, let it be to one of 
those high-tech satellite-guid- 
ed cluster bombs. Let it be 
pointed right between Slobodan 
Milosevic’s eyes. 



should have to be asked only 
lays bare toe morass into which 
Nato’s enterprise has entered. 


risk of war It can be hoped that 
this won't turn the tide of US 
public opinion against the wan 


Dallas Morning 
News 

THE KIDNAPPING underscores 
the dangers of the US being 
drawn into toe conflict on the 
ground It is telling that even 
the question of who abducted 
the Americans cannot be an- 
swered with certainty at this 
time. That such questions 


Miami Herald Delaware times 


THE CAPTURE of US soldiers 
and toe threat of their trial 
today ^ one of the scenarios 
dreaded most by US political 
and military leaders. This, 
along with the ceaseless horror 
of refugees, pushes America 
ever closer to full-scale war 
Milosevic bets that holding the 
fate of soldiers in his hands will 
demonstrate to Americans the 


TALES OF “e thni c cleansing” 
couldn't capture toe attention 
of the US public like the photos 
of three young Americans in 
Serb captivity. Anyone who 
gave the situation any thought 
should have known that there 
might be casualties. WO can 
only stand behind our troops 
and leaders as the mission 
goes forward 


RUSSIAN INTERVENTION 


International comment on the failure of Russian 
diplomacy to inten>ene effectively 


Easier Zeitung 

Switzerland 

MILOSEVIC LAST June said to 
Primakov that he wanted to 

solve the problem m Kosovo ity 

political means'’. Against toe 
peaceful population he would 
take "absolutely no repressive 
measures”. President Boris 
Yeltsin praised this declara- 
tion to the heavens: “The whole 
world should see how we have 
come to an agreement, and 
there is no chance of going back 
on it” The whole world could 
see Milosevic’s words weren't 
worth the paper they were writ- 
ten on. There is no reason why 
we should believe him now. 


LOS ANGELES 
Times 
us 

BORIS YELTSIN demanded that 
Moscow’s partners in the Ga 
group of industrialized nations 
urge Nato to stop the bombing. 
That win fall on deaf ears in the 
West and shows again that 


THE VIEWS OF THE WORLD 




Russia finds itself largely on toe 
outside in this conflict Moscow 
has done little except bluster 
and order some surveillance 
ships into the Mediterranean. 
The Kremlin could help resolve 
the crisis, and absent such an 
effort its relations with Wash- 
ington will and should suffer. 


Milliyet 

Turkey 

NO LONGER considered the 
world’s second superpower, 
Russia is no longer in a position 
to challenge toe West and to 
threaten to intervene unless the 
Western offensive is halted. In- 
stead of doing that Moscow has 
taken the path of exerting 
diplomatic influence. 

But Prime Minister Yevgeni 
Primakov's initiative in this di- 
rection has been a fiasco. Dur- 
ing a single round of talks in 
Belgrade, toe hope evaporated 
that Russian diplomacy can 
end the Kosovo drama and en- 
sure a reconciliation between 
Milosevic and the West 


The Courier Mail 
Australia 
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The Straits Times 
Singapore 



Trouw 

The Netherlands 


THE KOSOVAN REFUGEES 


Opinion on the massive Albanian 
exodus from Kosoi>o 


The Australian 

THE TIDE of refugees flooding 
out of Kosovo provides stark 
evidence of toe fundamental 
fact of the war in the Balkans: 
Yugoslav leader Slobodan Milo- 
sevic is a barbaric dictator. 
The past week has shown toe 
certainty of Milosevic's action. 
Even the faint-hearted doubt- 
ers critical of Nato's stand 
against Milosevic must see that 
his accelerated attempted 
genocide... exposes the male- 
volence of the man and re- 
inforces the justification of the 
efforts to stop him. 


The Guardian 

UK 

THE SAME concentration of 
effort lavished on the aerial war 
against Serbia must now be 
applied to the task of housing 
and caring for toe refugees 
reeling out of Kosovo. That no 
preparations of this kind were 
made by the governments deal- 
ing with Milosevic or t»y the 
Alliance military staffs as they 
laid their plans is more than a 
pity. The Serbs have stripped 
Ithe refugees] of their posses- 
sions and their documents and 
have tried to strip them of their 
dignity. All three must be re- 
stored, beginning with the last. 


Philadelphia 

Inquirer 

us 

SINCE THE bombing began, at 
least 25,000 Kosovars have fled 
to Montenegro. The strains 
from bombing plus the 
refugees could end up toppling 
the republic's anti-Milosevic 
president. M3o Djukanovic. 

This is a rare case in which the 
standard logic is outweighed by 
the political negatives. Nato 
shouldn't bomb Montenegro. 
The humane treatment of Kos- 
ovo’s refugees is something on 
which decent people -whatever 
their view of Nato - can agree. 
The civilized world must succor 
a people whom Slobodan Milo- 
sevic has torn asunder. 


Jerusalem Post 

Israel 

FROM AN Israeli perspective, 
toe images of toe refugees, the 
separated families separated, 
and toe reports of killings and 
torture recall the plight of Jews 
during the Holocaust (Though 
of course, the Germans and 
their henchmen slaughtered 
six million Jews out of hatred, 
and not because of any threat 
real or imagined) .Even though 
during World War U the Serbs 
showed great courage in re- 
sisting the Nazis, our tympa- 
thies today lie with the people 
of Kosovo. 


Dawn 

Pakistan 

SHOULD THIS situation con- 
tinue and the number of 
refugees pouring into the 
neighbouring states swell, the 

conflict could widen. Already 
Macedonia has banned tbe 
entry of more refugees, while 
there is a limit beyond which 
Albania cannot accommodate 
the growing influx of fellow Al- 
banians from across the border. 
Macedonia is in a difficult sit- 
uation. Both Greece and Bul- 
garia eye it greedily and the two 

will never fail to capitalize on 
its difficulties. Albania has bad 
relations with Greece, and 
should Serb ground forces in 
their anti- Kosovar offensive 
clash with Albanian border 
guards, the present conflict 
could widen. 


Sunspot 

us 

ATTENTION MUST be focused 
now on emergency aid for the 
refugees pouring into Albania 
and Macedonia, and even Mon- 
tenegro in federal Yugoslavia, 
none of which can cope with the 
droves of people, instinctive of- 
fers of tents, blankets, medicine, 
food and aid workers have 
come from many countries and 
nongovernment nn» n ; n .i: 


Quotes of 
the War 



“It’s not a picnic. 
They must 
understand, if the 

ground troops come 
in they will be leaving 
in body bags.” 

: Arkari , Serb 
mercenary (above) 

“President Milosevic 
should make no 
mistake; the United 
States takes care of 
its own.” 

BiU Clinton, 

US President 

“There’s no knockout 
blow that can be 

delivered, either from 

the ground or from 
toe air. It never was 
going to work 
instantaneously.” 
George Robertson, 
Defence Secretary 

“Historically ignorant, 
politically inept and 
internationally 
illegal" 

Sir Peter TapselL 
ToryMp 

describing Britain’s 
involvement in the 
bombing 

“Milosevic is in charge 
of a campaign of mur- 
der and ethnic cleans- 
mg. I think by any 
definition that’s a war 
crime.” 



Research by 

pALLY CHAITERTOM 
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The health drink that blew up the kitchen 


EVERYONE HAS learnt something 
this last week in St Antoa The 
youngest has learned to ski the 
teenagers have learnt to snow- 
board, my husband has learnt the 
German for “but surely five hot 
chocolates couldn’t possibly have 
cost 600 schillings” and I have 
learned how to mate kvass. 

Now kvass, as I'm sure you 
know, is notan Austrian drink but 
a Russian one, once consumed in 
vast quantities by health-consewus 
Soviets, and in smaller quantities 
by discerning Europeans, mainly 
Germans. However it was not in 
foot as kvass but as “brot trank" 
(bread drink) that I was first in- 
troduced to this elixir by fie friend 
we always stay with in St Antoa 

She isn't Austrian, by the way, 
she’s Irish. She met her husband, 
a dashing ski instructor with a girl 


on every piste, when she came out 
here to ski for the first time, and is 
now every bit as proficient on the 
slopes as he. 

Not being much of a skier 
myseK we lost touch for a while. No, 
I’D rephrase that rm an absolutely 
useless skier despite spending a 
whole year .studying at the Uni- 
versity of Colorado - otherwise 
known as the skiing university, 
where lectures finished at noon and 
evsyone, indudingthe professors, 
disappeared into the mountains. 

It’s not that I cannot do it its just 
that Tm terrified of going fast, 
and, since the sole purpose of ski- 
ing seems to be to get down to the 
bottom of the mountain as fast as 
possible in order to go up again, 
there didn't really seem much 
point in my continuing. 

“Why not try Umglaufen, cross- 



Sue Arnold 

When he came back 
he found the oven door 
blown off and the 
turkey on the ceiling 


country skiing ," suggested my Irish 
friend in St Antoa She explained 
that she had given up skiing in 
favour of langkwfen because it was 


so much more peaceful than all that 
frantic toing and froing up and 
down the slopes. 

So anyway, instead of kitting 
myself out in the complicated gear 
that you need for conventional 
skiing - Brobdignagian boots, extra 
gloves, sun block cream, packed 
lunch - and setting off at 6ret light 
before the sun turns the piste to 
porridge, my Irish friend and I have 
a leisurely breakfast and towards 
noon prepare ourselves for a little 
gentle langlaufen. 

I need special boots, but these 
are chic enough for Bond Street 
and supple enough for aerobics. 
Cross-country skis, too. are finer 
than normal skis, and because 
we're only going for a couple of 
hours we do not need to weigh our 
pockets down with iron rations. 
Besides, the track we are following 


has built-in refreshments. It winds 
through Hansel and Gretel terrain, 
snow-laden pine trees sloping to a 
partly frozen river and, at the end, 
a rude mountain hut offering 
venison sausages and coleslaw. 

Expert langLaufers fly along at 
an incredible pace, but my friend 
and I take it gently so that we can 
talk. This year we Hiwniss kvass. 
She's a great believer In its medi- 
cinal properties. Its organic com- 
ponents warm the blood. She holds 
with the anthroposophist view that 
it Is because we eat so much over- 
refined food - white flour, white 
sugar, white rice - that our general 
health is deteriorating along with 
our moral fibre. Processed food 
chilis not only the blood but the 
heart. Drinking a glass of kvass 
every morning will warm both. 

Tbe only problem is. you can’t 


biiy kvass in England. So, whenever 
I leave St Anton my bags are 
weighed down with bottles of the 
stuffy but they only last a week. This 
year she has found a recipe in an 
old Russian cookery book, and that 
very afternoon we settled down to 
brew our own. 

It's a messy business. It’s also 
extremely time-consuming. Basic- 
aliy you soak rye bread in wates stir 
in some yeast and a few raisins and 
let it ferment for three days. In real- 
ity you keep poking at it to make 
sure it’s brewing properly, and 
when you do the rancid smell prac- 
ticality blows your head off Strain- 
ing the liquid from the foaming 
fungal mess isn't easy either, but I 
did it and tipped the dross into the 
biodegradable bin. Austrians are 
obsessed with recy cling. Then we 
went out langlaufen again. 


At this point m tell you about an- 
other Irish friend in London whose 
mother sent him a turkey one 
Christmas. He put it in tbe oven and 
went to church, but when he came 
back he found that the oven door 
had blown off and the turkey was 
on the ceiling. His mother had 
omitted to teD him she had secreted 
a bottle of poteen into the turkey’s 
breast cavity. 

Pretty much the same thing 
happened to my friend's bio- 
degradable bin. The fermenting 
bread had blown off the lid and her 
kitchen floor; what you could see 
of it, was teeming Fortunately we 
had three bottles of kvass to 
sustain us. Of course it’s worth 
making. I shall do it at home in 
London, tipping the used bread into 
the river. Watch out for warm- 
blooded, warm-hearted fish. 


The Saturday Profile 

Robert Carlyle, actor 





NOBODY LIKES to criticise Robert Carlyle, transatlantic gravy train has left him with 
Fans of lo-fi kitchen sink misery love him a better reputation than many of his 
for his work with Ken Loach, and point out Trainspotting colleagues. The director 
that he's one of the few actors whom the Danny Boyle and star Ewan McGregor 
director has cast twice. went arm-in-arm to LA, signed up with 

Loaded readers love him for Begtrie, his Polygram, and drafted in Cameron Diaz 
Pringle-sweatered, beered-up maniac in and Frances McDormand to co-star in A 
Trainspotting, and for his endless use of Life Less Ordinary. 


the f-word in interviews. The cardiganed 
crowds, who lap up stuff like Batty- 
kissangel and Heartbeat, love him for 
HamishMacbeth - despite the character's 
dope-smoking in scenes that were trans- 
mitted just after the Sunday evening 
Thora Hird slot And just about everyone 
doesn’t fit into these categories loves 
for his portrayal of Gaz, the unem- 
ployed Sheffield steel worker who strips his 
way back to selfesteem in The FuU Monty. 
Tony Blair; a man who knows a populist 
bandwagon when he sees one. slapped an 
0 BE on Carlyle in the new year's honours. 
Which makes him, you’d suppose, the 
People’s Film Star. 

Yet Cartyte is an tmHtety leading man; 
physically slight with teeth that would 
make an orthodontist scream. So why do 
people like him so much? 

His versatility, for starters: a scouse 
serial killer in Cracker, a Catholic cleric’s 
boyfriend in Priest, a pub psychopath in 
Trainspotting-, a bus driver-turn ed-San- 
dmista in Carta’s Son# a shy retiring pol- 
iceman in Hamtsh Macbeth; an MS 
sufferer in Go Now; a hard-up Ihrkshire- 
man in TheFuSi Monty; and an East-End 
mobster in Face. Yesterday audiences 
could catch him for the first time as a dandy 
18th-century highwayman in Jake Scott’s 
Plunkett & Macleane. Later in the year; 
he’s a 19th-century cannibal for Ravenous, 
a destitute Irishman forAlan Parker’s An- 
gelas Asftes, a wasted hippie in The Beach 
and an osprey-wielding bully-boy for the 
new Bond movie The World is Not Enough. 

His roles tend to be carefully 
{phesearched. He bedded down in card- 
board diy to play a homeless man in Sqfe. 
He hung out with recuveringhercm addicts 
for Trainspotting. During the film ing of 
Cracker, he vowed he would play by the 
Lee Strasberg rules and keep a 24-hour 
grip on bis character’s Liverpool accent 
Tb test him out his feQow actor Ricky Tbm- 
Ifns nn telephoned him at 3am, and found 
him as good as his word. 

Audiences and critics believe so strongly 
in the idea of his versatility and thor- 
oughness that they're quite willing to 
ignore his reckless involvement with 
regional accents that he can’t quite mas- 
ter. His fra gil e mockney in Face and his 
dodgy Sheffield in The Fudi/kmiy were not 
quite as bad as, say Brad Pitt’s Irish accent 
in The Demi's Own, but they were funda- 
mentally shaky 

Nobody, however, seemed to care, 
jjferitifsh audiences have remained loyal to 
Ttiim because he has remained loyal to 
them, rejecting the Hollywood offers that 
came after Trainspotting. 

His unwillingness to jump aboard the 


Life Sto ry 

Origins: Bom 1 A April 
1961 in Glasgow. 

Mother (Elizabeth) 
worked for the bus 
company, father 
(Joseph) was a painter 
and decorator. 

Education: Royal Scottish Academy j 
of Music and Drama. 1983-86. [ 

Vital statistics: Married since '■ 

1997 to Anastasia Shirley, a i 

make-up artist. 1 

Career: Painter and decorator until j 
1983. Formed Raindog theatre j 
company in 1 991 , Films: Silent | 
Scream (1 990), Riff Raff (1 990), ! 

Safe (1993), Being Human (1994). 
Priest (199A). Trainspotting 

(1 995). Carla’s Song (1996). Go 
Now (1 996), Face (1 997), The Full 
Monty.(l997) and 'Plunkett & 
Macleane’ (1 998). Three seasons of 
Hamish Macbeth on BBC1 
(1994-1997) 

Awards: 1995 Scottish Bafta for 
Hamish Macbeth , a Royal Television 
Society Award in 1 996 for Go Now 
and Hamish Macbeth ; Variety Club 
film actor of the Year, Bafta and 
Evening Standard Award winner in 

1 998 for 77ie Full Monty. OBE, 

January 1 999. 

He says: "The work is ail that 
matters." 

On Journalists who don’t agree: "If j 

any of them are ever in my company, I 
i’ll definitely attack them." I 


The film was an unholy mess, and 
bombed in the UK and the US. Jonny Lee 
Miller jumped straight across the Atlantic 
and into tbe cast of Hackers, an undistin- 
guished teen thriller about computer es- 
pfa nagft- Rally MacDonald strapped herself 
into regulation corse try for stany, US- 
backed costume dramas such as Elizabeth. 
She spent last year in New York fi lm i n g 
Entropy, a romance in which the male lead 

ispiayedby-ofallpeopte-U2’s Bono. Car- 
lyle, conversely, went back to Glasgow to 
learn how to drive a bus for his role in Hen 
Loach’s Carla's Sang. He has yet to make 
a film on American soiL 
Cariyle was bom in 1961 in the Mary- 
hfll district of Glasgow. His mother; Eliza- 
beth, walked out of the family home when 
he was a toddler; leaving his father - 

Joseph, a painter and decorator -to bring 

him up alone. In the Seventies, father and 




son lived a peripatetic life with a travelling 
hippie commune. Cartyie has hinted that 
his teen years were traumatic i“I went 
fuckin' mad." as he puts ith He left school 
at 16 and followed his father into the dec- 
orating trade. He didn't stay long. 

Fbr his 2lst birthday he was given some 
book tokens, and used part of the money 
to buy a copy of The Crucible for 75p. It 
ignited an interest in theatre that resulted 
in his auditioning for the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and Drama in 1983. He 
got in. hated it and stuck it out for three 
years. It took four years, he says, for him 
to unlearn what they taught him. In 1991, 
he and four other actors formed Raindog, 
an experimental theatre co-operative 
named after a Tom Waits song. That same 
yean Ken Loach cast him as a labourer in 
his film Riff Raff, and Carlyle suddenly 
found himself at the Cannes film festival, 
chatting at the bar with Dermis Hopper. It 
was his first trip abroad. 

Since Hamish Macbeth made him a 
household name, Carlyle has been 
intensely suspicious of the press, and 
with some good reason. The Scottish 
tabloids picked over the details of his break- 
up with a long-standing girlfriend, Caroline 
Paterson (who plays Ruth in EastEnders). 
and printed paparazzi-styie photos of him 
with Anastasia Shiriey. a make-up artist 
who became his wife in December 1997. 
When the couple married, at the stroke of 
midnight in Sfeibo Castle. Sutherland <on 
loan to them from the millionaire Peter de 
Savary), persistent hacks attempted to in- 
filtrate the ceremony by persuading the 
presiding minister that they were “old 
friends of Bobby’s” from Glasgow; 

But the unkindest cut came in April 1995, 
when the Sunday Mirror ran a double-page 
interview with his estranged mother, 
whom he hadn't seen since 1965. “1 regard 
her as having died,” he was alleged to have 
said From this point, his reticence in the 
presence of reporters hardened into out- 
right aggression, and he began to voice a 
violent distaste for the PR duties entailed 
by his film careen “They make it up - 
there's not even 2 per cent of truth in all 
of it," he once raged. “I didn't even know 
what she looked like, and then these bas- 
tards dug her up. Imagine what that does 
to you. I know it's part of the job these days, 
but it’s a fuckin' dirty part." 

The canonisation that followed his 
success in The FuR Monty has. if anything, 
caused these intrusions to abate. But his 
hostility towards tbe media remains 
intense. These days, even when asked the 
blandest questions about his work, his 
responses are often prickly and con- 
frontational Richard Jobs on. interviewing 
him for Esquire, noted: “Carlyle has Lhis 
affable quality where he will say hello as 
soon as he sees you and will smQe and with 
certainty say “great lei’s get together when 
this scene is over’. But behind the eyes 
there is a look which kind of suggests he 
wishes you would piss off back to wherever 
you came from." 



And it may be his disinclination to 
schmooze that has made Carlyle so phe- 
nomenally well-liked by cinema audiences, 
a notion that foes in the lace of current PR 
orthodoxy. There’s also his liking for 
movies with something to say. a predilec- 
tion that has enhanced his reputation for 
integrity. “Usually the most important 
thing for me is finding a script that contains 
something of social worth.” he has said. "If 
it's got something to say. if it can educate 
in some way. and if it speaks to me off the 
page, then that's a good gauge forme." The 
element of class war that underlies his 
larky highwayman picture Plunkett & 
Macleane has even allowed him to squeeze 
this simple-minded adventure into that 
particular category. 

But sometimes he seems satisfied with 
social relevancy that's cosmetic or iil- 
conceived. In .Antonia Bird's Face, we 
were asked to believe in Carlyle as Ray. a 
socialist activist who'd lost his ideals and 
somehow wound up as a cock-a-knee 
gangster of the sub -Minder variety. It 
was a painfully thin notion made all the 
more ludicrous by the presence of a poster 
for Ken Loach's Land and Freedom on 
Ray’s bedroom wall. 

Politically, Carlyle is disillusioned. A 
Labour voter who never quite recovered 
from the party's election defeat in 1992. he 


is suspicious of the man who gave him his 
OBE. Even so, he certainly won’t be fol- 
lowing the example of his fellow Trainspot- 
ting alumnus and Loach-acolyte Peter 
Muilan, who recently cosied up with the 
Scottish Socialist Party. Cariyle may deflect 
journalists' questions about devolution, but 
he takes his Scottishness seriously enough 
to remain resident in Glasgow, and to have 
turned down roles in cod-Caledonian epics 
such as Rjob Roy and Braveheart. 

But how long can he hold out against 
Hollywood? He’s rumoured to have pock- 
eted' £lm for his role as Renard. the 
ass as sin- villain of The World is Not 
Enough, and the offers will only multiply 
once the film has been released inter- 
nationally. The film’s connection with the 
world’s favourite Scot Nat, Sean Connery, 
might reassure Cariyle, should he wake up 
in the middle of the night worrying about 
the “social worth" of a film as brazenly 
empty-headed as an 007 actioner. 

But his role promises to be out-and-out 
camp of a sort with which, in the past, he 
has been uncomfortable about associating 
himself. Renard the assassin is a former 
French Foreign Legion officer with a 
bullet that has lodged in his brain and 
makes him insensitive to pain. In a twist 
on Blofeld’s fluffy cat, the character carries 
a liawk trained to gouge out the eyes of his 


enemies. Carlyle acts opposite Sophie 
Marceau (who appeared as Princess 
Isabelle in Braveheart), and his fellow Scot 
Robbie Coltrane. With John Cleese also a 
member of the cast, and a plot that's 
rumoured to involve the blowing up of the 
Millennium Dome, it’s hard to imagine bow 
Cariyle will avoid compromising his rep- 
utation as a purveyor of down-to-earth and 
though tfiil performances. 

Recently, the UK has produced a 
healthy quota of world-class leading men. 
but they tend to be soppy posh boys fthe 
Fiennes brothers. Hugh Grant, Daniel 
Day-Lewis> or craggy character players 
(Pete Postlethwaite. Ian McKellen, Ray 
wins tone) Those who comprise our less 
regular output of working-class heroes 
(Ewan McGregor and Gary Oldman, for 
instance) have succumbed to the lure of 
the LA lifestyle and big-budget, dumb-ass 
movies with embarrassing enthusiasm. 

At the moment however, it's difficult to 
imagine Robert Carlyle following Old- 
man’s example of moving to Beverly Hflls, 
mar rying and divorcing Uma Thurman, 
and throwing pool parties staffed by legions 
of strippers- As long as it stays that way. 
British audiences, critics - and indeed the 
Prime Minister - will continue to think 
highly of him. 

Matthew Sweet 



THERE IS a long and honourable ceptian in 1990, has not only turned 
tradition of eccentric minor char- his bade on his Seinfeld character, 
actors to a sitcom becoming popn- he has also, apparently shorn off the 
larin their own right Sometimes, in trademark shock of hair (admit- 
the accepted parlance, they “spin tedtyfor a TV role: he’s been play- 
off” into their own shows. Dr Fras- mg Mr Micawber in a new 
ier Crane was originally introduced production of DactdCoppeijield). 
into the Eighties sitcom Cheers to Mind you, he can afford to. Since 

gjve'Ted Dansotf s Boston barman a pay hike in 1997, Richards, along 
some competition in his will they/ whh his co-stars Jason Alexander 
won’t they romance with Shelley (George) and Julia Louis-Dreyfus 
Long’sbarmaid. Fifteen years later (Eiaine), has been earning $600,000 
JYxMKTisthe most popular sitcom an episode. They mate 21 episodes 
cm American television- Ted Dan- ayearTibu do the maths. 
i son’s and Shelley Long’s careers So how did a minor character; 
'have long since stalled Jerzy’s gangfc ungainly neighbour 

There are many such examples, with Ins Hawaiian shirts, mad hair 
but Cosmo Kramer is not going to and habit of sliding into Jerry’s flat 
be one of them. Michael Richards, unannounced (Richards apparently 
who played Jaiy Seanfeiffs wild- perfected lhat sliding enfrance^ while 
eyed neighbour since the show’s in- he was still at school) become such 


Accidental heroes of the 
20th Century 


34: COSMO KRAMER, TV CHARACTER 


a hero? A cult hero in this country, 
perhaps, but a genuinely popular one 
in the States. 

Sky television recently showed 
the final double episode of Seinfeld 
for British viewers (Americans saw 
it last year). If you don't want to know 
what happens, look away now. I 
said now Jerry, George, Elaine and 
Kramer end up in prison, having 
been charged under a state “good 
Samaritan” law that requires on- 


lookers to help out if they see a crime 
being committed. The joke is on 
Jerry, George and Elaine, whose un- 
sympathetic characters were such 
a ground-breaking feature of this 
sitcom “about nothing”. 

Vain, selfish and greedy, end- 
lessly negotiating their self-ab- 
sorbed way round the Manhattan rat 
run. they encapsulated so many of 
the “qualities” of modern, urban life. 
It was their recognlsably compro- 


mised characters that struck such 
a chord with millions of viewers. It 
was fenny that they were such un- 
pleasant people. We are all, mostly, 
in our own little ways, unpleasant 
people. Not such pit'ifel characters 
as George, hopefully, hut then by 
their transgressions we could forgive 
our own lesse r weaknesses. 

It was tilting that they should 
eventually end up in prison. But not 
Kramer. Cosmo Kramer was never 
of their ilk 

Where they were cynical, he was 
endlessly optimistic. While the other 
characters were neurotic to the 
core. Kramer was at ease with his 
Jut Where the others were endlessly 
plotting their smallest move in the 
Manhattan jungle. Kramerwas get- 
ting recklessly involved in madcap 


schemes. Kramer didn't give a fig. 
He was an artist 

In a nice twist the person who in- 
spired Seinfeld's writer. Larry 
David, to create Kramer is a real per- 
son - called Kenny Kramer A former 
stand up comedian in his fifties, 
Kramer lived next door to David 
throughout the Eighties. In an in- 
spired move that Ws fictional coun- 
terpart would have been proud of. 
Kenny Kramer has started up his 
Kramer Reality Tbur, busing tourists 
around in a 60-sea ter coach and 
pointing out the real-life hangouts of 
the Seinfeld characters. It’s sold out 
every weekend. 

As he told reporters last year. 
“Only in America can you become 
famous for living across the hallway 
from somebody." 






The weekly muse 

By Martin Newell 
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This mistlethrush upon the bough 
Will sing as sweet and doesn't know 
It must be deaf and blind somehow 
As the tide ebbs out of Kosovo 
A dreadful sombre laval Sow 
We hold our children tighter now 

With Christ-like pose and hands outstretched 
Stigmata holes? Nah. Too far-fetched 
It's David Beckham's Easter Look 
You've said the prayers. Now read the book. 

All former sins absolved no doubt 
Front page? What taste. Well done Time Out 

Big libel case. Went to appeal 
You must remember Morris/Steel? 

The pair McDonald's took to court 
And “beat” (or something of that sort) 
The final score the other day, 
Dropped sixty k to forty k 
McJudges trimmed damages back 
And ruled the risk of heart-attack 
As something that is “very real”. 

Still sure you want that double meal? 

Now one-in-five are overweight 
Like trains we cany too much freight 
The reason for this sorry mess? 

We’re “victims of our own success” 

As Thames link PR chaps might say. 

We sit in cars, eat snacks all day 
Watch vids and guzzle beer all night 
It's sure to make our waistbands tight 
The simple answer to this bind. 

Is fall in love. Leave fat behind 
When Love struts in to ruin your day 
You’ll watch that ballast fall away. 

Computerised as of this week. 

I'm so put-out I cannot speak. 

And most of you won't care perhaps 
But men who still sport old cloth caps 
Like anglers, gardeners and other chaps, 
We'll miss those hand-drawn weather maps 

So new research proves Beatles wrong 
And money can, despite the song 
Buy love, a headline claimed this week. 

A prospect which is rather bleak; 

For any hard-up singleton 
Who’d like to feel love should be won. 

So ladies, if you’re feeling moony 
Call the team at Essex Uni 
It's their research you’ve got to thank 
After you have phoned your bank 
Cheques to “Newell" 

Er... leave them blank. 


Days like these 


3 April 1867 

WILUAM ALUNGHAM, 

friend of Alfred Tennyson, describes in his journal 
a visit to the Poet Laureate on the Isle of Wight 

“After dinner Ttennyson concocts an experimental punch 
with whisky and claret - not successful Talks of 
publishers, anon of higher things. He said, “I feel myself 
to be a centre - can't believe I shall die. Sometimes I 
have doubts, of a morning. Time and Space appear thus 
by reason of our boundedness.” We spoke of 
Swedenborg, animals, etc n all with the friendliest 
sympathy and mutual understanding. T is the most 
delightful man in the world to converse with, even when 
he disagrees. To my inn, where I woke in the dark, 
bitten, and improvised two lines: Who in a country inn 
lies HI at easel On fozy feathers fill's with furious fleas." 

5 APRIL 1919 

REF ANDREW CLARK 
an English country vicar, notes in his diary: 

“All prisoners -oF-wac except those who were in the very 
south of Germany, pass through Denmark on their way 
to England. When it was known that these prisoners 
were to pass through, a Danish committee was formed 
and the Danes were able to send gifts for the men. When 
the prisoners got to Copenhagen, they were treated right 
royally by the Danes, especially the British Tommies. 
Many of the men had no desire to be repatriated. Several 
of them took off their uniform and settled down in Den- 
mark. 60.000 Frenchmen have asked that they may not 
be repatriated. The French officials are in great dismay 
at this, because they have published bitter reports as to 
the ill-treatment of their men, and they do not know how 
to tell the public." 

g APRIL 1943 

■DENTON WELCH, 

novelist, writes in his journal 

“The night before last I sat in Hadlow churchyard on the 
memorial to the 30 hop-pickers drowned at Haiti ake 
Bridge in 1853. Some of their Irish names had crumbled 
away, but others I could read: Donohue, Murphy, Clare. 
Their ages were inscribed too. Some were 19, 23, 52, four. 
I thought of them all swept along with the bridge, float- 
ing on the surface of the water. Just 90 years ago those 
young ones turned up their eyes. And all their dirt, their 
thoughts, their joys, were washed away. The hops have 
been picked for 90 summers, and nobody thinks of the 30 
bodies in the churchyard fished up out of the water" 

IAN IRVINE 


WITNESS 

Serbs in Britain 

When the 
truth is 
too painful 
to believe 




THE VANGUARD - seven British Serbs 
- set up camp in Whitehall opposite 
Downing Street, hours after the first 
bombs rained down on Yugoslavia A 
couple of hundred noisy Serbian pro- 
testers now gather daily with numbers 
expected to swell today when busloads 
of Serbs converge on London from 
communities all over Britain. 

It is a little like a party, this round- 
the-clock protest The Dunkirk spirit 
reported to be buoying up Belgrade 
has also gripped these emigres, who 
sport the same target stickers being 
defiantly worn in the Yugoslav capital. 

Standing in the dark on Thursday 
night bathed in lamp light they sang 
patriotic songs from World War 11, and 
blew football whistles, in deafening 
unity, at passing traffic. A white stretch 
Jimo, which slowed down to sound its 
horn, was rewarded with the wildest 
cheers and a mass fluttering of Ser- 
bian flags. Even the middle-aged pro- 
tester tucking into a pound box of Milk 
’fray stopped munching long enough 
to wave. Everyone just assumed the 
driver supported British Serbs' de- 
mands that Nato stop its bombing. 

In Yugoslavia, Nato strikes have 
smothered the remaining opposition 
to President Milosevic. In Britain a 
similar process is under way. Two 
weeks ago London's Serb community 
was bitterly divided over Milosevic’s 
rule and Serbian responsibility for the 
long, bloody list of atrocities fiat have 
accompanied the break-up of Yugo- 
slavia. But Tomahawk cruise mis- 
siles have obliterated divisions, and 
sucked everyone back into one big - 
albeit dysfunctional - Serb family. 

On the eve of the Nato bombing 
campaign, Avram Balabanovic, one of 
the Serbian community’s rare inter- 
nal critics, was preparing for a public 
debate with Misha Gavrilovic, the for- 
mer Serbian community spokesman 
who lost his post last year for being 
“too pro-Milosevic”. The event was 
cancelled when the bombing started 
Now the two men find themselves be- 
hind the same protest barrier. 

While they are not exactly holding 
hands, they have temporarily put 
aside their differences. “The bombing 
has been an unwanted unifying force," 
admits Mr Balabanovic, who is strug- 
gling to get his elderly mother out of 
Belgrade and. like most Serbs, is up 
half the night trying to get through to 
Yugoslavia to check on family and 
friends. “This is not a time for oppos- 


ition.” he says. “That would be mis- 
understood. And anyway I am against 
the bombings. Milosevic will only fall 
from within, and Nato’s bombs have 
silenced the opposition." 

The West’s tactics have left him a 
bitter man, and have stalled his cam- 
paign to persuade his community to 
take up meaningful self-examination. 
“If they had given the money for one 
Tomahawk to opposition parties, Milo- 
sevic would not still be in power." 

Once again Serbs are being de- 
nounced in the British papers as 
Nazis and murderous “ethnic clean- 
sers". It is the British government’s 
conviction that if the Serbs of Belgrade, 
who mostly rely on the state-controlled 
media, could see the misery of the 
“ethnic cleansing" in Kosovo and 
hear the allegations of murder, rape 
and political executions, scales would 
fall from eyes, support for Milosevic 
would wither, and the justness of 
Nato's cause would be recognised. 

But as Daian Djokic, a Serbian his- 
torian teaching in London, points out 
Britain's Serbian community see the 
pictures of suffering Albanians every- 
day and they stOl blame Nato. not Milo- 
sevic, for the war. That conviction is 
shared by all British Serbs. On the 
protest line this week many were in- 
sisting that the “ethnic deansing" 
being shown on television is all lies. 

To make sense of that, you have to 
understand the community’s Intense 
feeling of beleaguerment Two months 
ago I spent several weeks interview- 
ing British Serbs about about their de- 
scent from lauded wartime British 
allies into the bogeymen of Europe. It 
was a delicate task. People were re- 
luctant to talk or be photographed. At 
the very least, Serbs distrust the 
media. Many simply loathe them, in- 
sisting that vilification of the Serbs has 
made their children ashamed of their 
heritage. A blind, defensive loyalty to 
the homeland prevails, even among 
those who hate Milosevic or have not 
visited Yugoslavia For 50 years. 

As a thanlryou to those who did help, 
I agreed to “defend" the resulting mag- 
azine artide at a public meeting. I ex- 
pected a handful of Serbs to turn up 
to discuss an innocuous piece. The 
small hall was frill and critical and the 
tension palpable. Although some were 
grateful for a presentation of Serbs as 
people, not monsters, others dearly 
felt that no outsider was entitled to 
comment The most hostile were 



Marijana Maijanovic, 18. is a Serb who fled Croatia with her parents five years ago Adrian Fisk 


those who had not read the feature. 
With all the lies and poison about Serbs 
in the media, they said, they already 
knew they would hate it 

From the body of the hall Mr 
Gavrilovic peddled soothing theories 
of an international media conspiracy 
against innocent Serbs, and upheld the 
comforting image - dating back two 
world wars - of the Serbs as victims, 
not a gg ressors. Mr Balabanovic coun- 
tered by warning people not to indulge 
in self-deception and the abdication of 
responsibility. Mr Gavrilovic was by for 
the more popular speaker. 

After the Nato bombings, even 
more people were gravitating towards 
Mr Gavrilovic’s position. At the White- 
hall demo they queued up to argue that 
it is British Serbs, not their relatives 
in Belgrade, who are being fed lies. 

“Everything they tell you about 
Serbs is a lie," said one of the protest 
stewards, angry that his daughter is 
coming home from school in tears 
after taunts from classmates that 
“Nato will get you”. The steward in- 
sists that “ethnic deansing" is not tak- 
ing place in Kosovo. He also believes 
that the infamous massacre at Sre- 
brenica in 1995 never happened. 

To believe that the television news 
is lying necessitates the belief that Ser- 
bia is the object of a huge and complex 
conspiracy. But even liberal and ra- 
tional Serbs, like Vesna Petkovic, aged 
44, a bookseller, are prepared to be- 
lieve, this time, that the British media 
are not giving a balanced view. The 
Albanians, she insists, are simply 
running from the Nato bombardment 


She says that the wan and the 
British press's likening of Serbs to 
Nazis, have left her daughter; aged 11 
- raised to be proud of her Serbian her- 
itage - “hysterical". The girl is terri- 
fied that her father, currently in 
Belgrade, will be killed. Ms Petkovic 
is taking her to Portugal next week to 
escape the unrelenting war coverage. 

The Whitehall protests are gal- 
vanising even the young and prev- 
iously apolitical. And the conviction 
that the Nato action is immoral is fin- 
ally convincing some that the Serbs 
are not villains, but the Balkans’ un- 
recognised victims. 

Marijana Maijanovic, aged 18, had 
no interest in politics in January. 
This week she was on the protest line. 
Her father has been there every day 
and her Croatian mother - who she 
says is, if anything, more upset than 
her father - has also protested. “I just 
can't believe the bombing is happen- 
ing." she says. “But everyone is to- 
gether on this issue." 

Many are incredulous that it is 
Britain bombing Serbia. Sonia 
Besford, a writer; came to Britain from 
Yugoslavia 38 years ago already in love 
with English culture. For her the 
bombing is a terrible betrayal. “I am 
not for Milosevic but my sympathies 
are with the Serbian people," she 
says. She distrusts the media on the 
basis that Serbs cannot possibly be as 
demonic as always portrayed. 

“Serbs are partly to blame but not 
99.9 per cent," she says. How, she asks, 
can we be sure that the sinister men 
in masks hounding Albanians from 


their homes are not members of the 
Kosovo Liberation Amy, forcing their 
own people on to the roads to make 
the Serbs look bad? 

Mr Balabanovic does not go in for 
such imaginative interpretations. He 
does not doubt that “ethnic cleansing” 
is under way. But it would be folly to 
argue the toss with his fellow pro- 
testers. Have British Serbs, rallied 
around the one issue of the bom- 
bardment, any sympathy for Kosovo's 
suffering and dispossessed? Some say 
they have. Other hearts seem hard. 
Where was the sympathy, asks the 
steward, when 200,000 Serbs were 
forced out of Krajina in Croatia? 
“Sometimes media coverage would 
make you think Serbs did not have 
women and children,” he says. 

Perhaps it’s hard to be generous 
when those at home are under fire. 
Even Mr Djokic, generally the most 
impartial of academics, says it is hard 
to hold on to objectivity when bombs 
fall on the homeland. He has spent the 
last 10 days glued to the television set 
or struggling to get a line to Yugoslavia, 
where his mother is unable to take 
refuge in the basement because she 
cannot get her 88-year-old disabled 
father downstairs. 

“The bombing is bad enough," he 
says. “It is counter-productive. But my 
real worry is what will follow Milose- 
vic will emerge stronger and an al- 
ready weak economy will be 
destroyed. I worry the Serbs will be left 
with Milosevic for ever more. That will 
be the real tragedy.” 

Mary braid 


The Weasel 


In which I leaf through some of the world’s hippest hotels, try to answer 
some extremely stupid questions and make a total April Fool of myself 



IN PRINCIPLE, I love the sybaritic 
decadence of hotel life - the arousing 
dick of high heels on a marble floor 
- but too often the reality turns out to 
be somewhat different The worst 
meal I ever endured was in a hotel 
(Scarborough), as were the noisiest 
night (Vfenice), the thinnest mattress 
(Barcelona), the grubbiest sheets 
(Athens) and the greatest number of 
mosquito bites (Antigua). Still, I 
suppose they had the merit of being 
memorable. These days, most British 
hotels are bland machines for trans- 
muting sachets of Nescafe, micro- 
scopic bars of soap and pallid prints 
into a torrent of dosh. 

Hip Hotels: City (Thames & 
Hudson, £18.95), a new photo-bode by 
the euphoniously-named Herbert 
Ypma, is devoted to 30-odd hotels that 
can “turn a boring business jaunt into 
a stylish and stimulating experience". 
I suppose this is his way of hinting that 
you require an expose account to stay 
in them. One of the four London hot- 
els he singles out is the Hempel 
(rooms from £175 per night, suites 
from £350), modestly titled after its de- 
signer-owwa; Anouska Hempel other- 
wise Lady Weinberg. 

“You’ll have to take us as you find 
us,” says Lady W, her cheeks lightly 
dusted with flour after a dumpling- 
making session. Somehow, she man- 
ages to squeeze yet another ornament 
on to a cluttered mantelpiece. “The 
place is in a bit of a two sand-eight, but 
as tongas you’re comfy that's the main 
thing." Ah, if only... In fact, the 
Hempel looks so white and pure that 
only ghosts could stay there without 
leaving a blemish, while the 
proprietrix is described as “bordering 
on the fanatical in her attention to 
detail”. Even the pale-leather-bound 


volumes in the hotel library are care- 
fully arranged in a pyramid. What 
happens if you move one? Another of 
Mr Ypma's selections, an arty joint in 
Basel called Der Tteufelhol prevents 
guests succumbing to this temptation 
by cementing the books on to the 
library shelves. 

Not every hip hostefry aims for such 
Zen-like minimalism. An Amsterdam 
hotel named Seven One Seven is 
cluttered with “African masks and 
classical torsos, books and 
. walking-sticks, Murano 
glass and cast-iron urns - 
exactly the eclectic, unpre- 
dictable mix that might be 
found in an old English 
country house". I wonder 
whether the owner. Sees 
van der Valk (a perfect 
name for a Dutch hotelier), 
got the idea from Evelyn 
Waugh's description of 
Shepheard’s Hotel in VQe 
Bodies: “Inside it is like a 
country house... croquet 
mallets and polo sticks in 
the bathroom... and an 
archery target, a bicycle 
and one of those walking- 
sticks which turn into 
saws. . It is to be hoped, howevec that 
Seven One Seven does not imitate 
Shepheard's in having ladies of the 
night swinging fatally on chandeliers. 

The antiquated notion of service 
has been junked at some hip hotels. 
Since there is no lobby at the Pelican, 
Miami Beach, you have to lug your 
suitcases through the restaurant “A 
few days later, when you see another 
pasty newcomer undergo the same ini- 
tiation, it suddenly feels like an in- 
joke," chortles Mr Ypma. “According 
to the hotel, dragging your bags 


through the restaurant helps break 
down ‘traditional expectations’." 
Oddly enough, the Pelican maintains 
the tradition that its guests should lash 
out $160 per night for the privilege of 
staying there. 

The louche Phoenix in San Fran- 
cisco has dispensed with the idea that 
hotels should be places of peace and 
tranquillity. Mr Ypma notes that this 
gauefy lodging has “earned quite a 
name as the bad boy of Frisco hotels". 



He adds that neighbouring rooms 
may be occupied by the Beastie Boys, 
Hoodoo Gurus, Sonic Ybuth. “Guests 
can make a lot of noise and their 
roadies won't have to worry about 
where to park the rig." Irresistible. 

Those of a literary disposition may 
prefer another San Francisco 
establishment called the Hotel Rex. 
“It feels like a hotel for writers and 
that was exactly what was intended.” 
Instead of in a restaurant meals are 
served in the library, in one of Mr 
Ypma’s photos you can read a title 


given pride of place in this bookish 
den: James Herriott’s Yorkshire. 
Well you can’t get hipper than that 



ITS quite painless and will take 
only half an horn;" said the desperate- 
looking market researcher, so I 
relented. At first I quite enjoyed the 
experience, since the questions that 
appeared on his lap-top concerned my 
deepest love (with the possible ex- 
ception of Mrs W): gas- 
tronomy. Unfortunately, 
things went awry whoa he 
asked me what I'd last 
eaten in a restaurant 
“Poulet noir with 
polenta," I replied. “Is 
that a sauce?" he asked, 
before presenting me 
with a very long list of pos- 

sible accompaniments: 
“Which of these did you 
have as well: chips, peas, 
onion rings, tomato 
ketchup...?" 

The next set of ques- 
tions, about how often I 
ate in McDonald’s, Pizza 
■■ Little Chet etc, was 

. . rapidly disposed ot since 

the only chain that I ever visit is Pizza 
Express. What kind of food did I eat 
there “Hm, that’s a tough one." I was 
equally astringent regarding his en- 
a h®“t which savoury snacks I 
^^11 you the truth, lam not 
a frequent purchaser of Doritos." 

nli^lSf Shed i h LH ny tartness - he 
hnowled g e of car-tyre 
brands. As a man of the world, I 

HE? *"***} kmiliar with 

Ann^i 10, S reUl Firestone. 
JSSJE* 1 " 11 40011 us to the 

world of finance and my views on the 


euro. Finally, he taxed me on a further 
burning issue of the day: athlete’s foot 
“Yes, I have suffered,” I blurted out 
snuffling back a tear "but Mycota 
powder was my salvation.” 

When he departed, I contacted 
one of my cronies who works in mar- 
ket research, for an explanation of 
these weird non-sequiturs. Cackling 
at my perplexity, he explained that 
omnibus surveying” is common- 
place. It enables a number of disparate 
companies to query customers at 
modest cost Of course, the notion of 
raimbursing interviewees for the half- 
hour they give up to enhance the 
bottom line of Doritos or Pizza Hut is 
quite out of the question. 

+- 

WE’RE up a£ Weasel Villas North, on 
the Yorkshire coast for Easter and 
there seems to be change and up- 
heaval all around. Filey's seafront is 
eing ripped apart by mechanical 
Hard-hats mingle with 
Paddlere, wfafle the arm of a vast crane 
^wmgs out perilously over the beach. 

4 d f 0ve over to Scarborough 
seafront last Thursday, Mrs Weasel 
that nST&StaSS 
about to happen here. “Take a good 

the last time IS 

be able to see it like that.” 

“Why?" 

liehto 1 ™,!^ ^ harbour 

“ 56106 dismantled and 

fE£J 5£ nauHcal museum “ 

“What!” 

morntog 11 ^ 

mornon?"' She hesitated for a 
“ but vni re aJtSation dawned, 
A^^ kn0Wwhat today is." 

^ZS^ rtouca,eBghthouse 
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Pronounced dead, but 

lith has risen once again 


Barometer 

Sean O’Grady 



Richard 

Chartres 

The resurgence of religion 
has come as a shock to those 
%uhose world view was formed 
in the Sixties and Seventies 


HE WAS crucified, dead andburied, but on 
tiie third day he rose again. In a s imilar 
way religion has been pronounced dead so 
many times in the 20th century that the 
global resurgence of religion, as the mll- 
lenmum approaches, has come as a pro- 
found shock to those whose world view was 
formed in the Sixties and Seventies. 

Just 20 years ago the idea that secu- 
larisation would Mow the material and 
technological achievements of modem 
man seemed Obvious. It was widely be- 
lieved that religion would be relegated to 
the infantile phasA nf thi* human rare that 
had now u come of age’'. In the East, 
Lenin, who had declared all religion to be 
“moonshine”, slept secure in his tomb as 
a kind of materialist icon. His ideas were 
also common currency, in a less system- 
atic form, in the West 

Even 10 years ago, after the fail of the 
Berlin Wall, it seemed that the new world 
order would be based cm a faith that had 
little use for God, and which Ernest Geli- 
ner named u Consumer Unbeliever 

^t^ow things look very differ ent, though 
some parts of white Western Europe are 
in denial. As the corpse in the mausoleum 
in Bed Square looks evermore decrepit, 
attention is once again an the energies that 
flow from, the empty tomb. 

Reports from Indonesia, the Indian 
subcontinent and the Balkans all tell the 
same story about the growing saliency of 
religion in countries with very different re- 
ligious traditions. Religion is often a com- 
ponent in conflict in these areas, but 
religious institutions have also proved 
able to mobilise the energies of populations 
beyond the reach of the old Westernised 
elites in the process of democratising 
public life. 

I saw atheist certainty disintegrate 
over two decades in successive visits to the 
Museum of Atheism in St Petersburg. In 
the Seventies, the faith that informed the 
museum was crude and simple. There 
were displays of monkish instruments of 
torture, as if the Lubyanka had not made 
spectacular advances in this field. There 
were photographs of religious leaders, such 
as the saintly M ic hael Ramsey, which 
madethexn look deranged. Over theyears, 
however, the exhibition became more 
sophisticated and tried to present a picture 
4jhistory in which religion had its place 
in the evolutionary scheme but had been 
made redundant with the dawn of scien- 
tific materialism. 

I was also present when the museum 
was closed down and the remains of St 
Seraphim of Sarov; the most beloved saint 
of 19th-century Russia, were discovered in 
the basement The saint was resurrected 
from the tomb of the Museum of Atheism 
amid scenes of indescribable enthusiasm. 

The global resurgence of religion stems 
in part from the attempt of post-colonial 
societies in Asia and. Africa to liberate 

thamsah npg ^riftiraTty arwi fri rnrfigpnts e the 

process of modernisation. In other parts 
of the world, however; it is also connected 
with a renewed search for personal iden- 
trty that has accompanied the decline of 
romantic nationalism. 

Muchofthe20thcentuiyhasbeendom- 
•^Atedhy the attempt of secular messianic 
’sStes to engineer paradise on earth. Mil- 
lions have been sacrificed in the wars 
fomented by Communism and Nazism. 
These were movements which, despite 
superficial differences, sought to deify 



Russian Orthodox worshippers celebrating Easter in Vla dimir Cathedral. Kiev. Ukraine 


the state and consequently both persecuted 
religious believers and institutions. 

Whatever file complex reasons for the 
resurgence of religion, it is now an in- 
escapable geopolitical fact, for good or 3L 
In Britain, churches are often relegated to 
the leisure and entertainments section of 
seaside resort brochures but the tendency 
to edit religion out of grown-up Anglo- 
American discourse can have serious 
consequences. It seems obvious that US 
monitoring rf Iranian politics should always 
have included the refigpous dimenaon, but 
as a survey from the Washington-based 
Centre for Strategic and International 
Studies has revealed, “the one recorded 
attempt to do just that within the CIA, be- 
fore the revolution, was vetoed on the 
grounds that it would amount to mere soc- 
iology a term used in intelligence circles 
to mean the time-wasting study of factors 
deemed politically irrelevant” 

The IK is changing its attitudes, and the 
passage last year by Congress of the 
Freedom from Religious Persecution Act 
has made religious freedom a diplomatic 
issue. In addition it signals a reassessment 
of the future significance of the role of re- 
ligious convictions and institutions in in- 
ternational relations. 

It is always hard, of course, to convince 
yesterday’s avant garde that they have 
been overtaken by change. It is disap- 
pointing that in the events leading up to 
the Nato action against Serbia the poten- 
tial of the faith communities to contribute 
to a peaceful settlement has hardly been 
explored The Serbian Orthodox Church 
has not been a dull echo of the Milosevic 
regime. In a letter to Madeleine Albright 
last month, Bishop Artemije of the 
Orthodox Peace Mission in Kosovo pre- 
dicted that “Nato intervention would 
strengthen the Milosevic regime” and 
“would delay the necessary democratis- 
ation of Serbia, a precondition for a stable 
peace in the Balkan region. In the after- 
math of a Nato intervention... it is certain 
that the Milosevic regime would take de- 
cisive and drastic action against its dom- 
estic opponents.” 

Since much of the passion in the Kos- 
ovo conflict is generated fay the manipu- 
lation of what Fr Sava, a leading peace 
campaigner of the Decani Monastery in 
western Kosovo, describes as “romantic 
myths” about history and religion, the pot- 
ential of religious leaders to out-narrate 
the bigots should not be ignored. The co- 
operation of Muslim and Christian instit- 


utions throughout the region in seeking to 
assist the refugees is one of the few signs 
of hope. 

The potential and the hope are fre- 
quently ignored by members of the Anglo- 
American elite, who. far from being 
genuinely pluralist in their attitudes, be- 
lieve that the secularisation thesis is true 
and have built their view of the world and 
constructed its institutions on this dogma. 

This is the context for the current de- 
bate about the relations between religion 
and society in Britain Recognition is 
slowly dawning that the religious question 
cannot be edited out, and indeed for the 
first time since the middle of the 19th cent- 
ury a question about religious affiliations 
is to be included in the next census. 

Part of the reason for this renewal of in- 
terest is that many of Britain's new citizens 
from ethnic minorities identify themselves 
by reference to religion rather than race. 
Muslims in particular welcome a devel- 
opment that recognises their religious iden- 
tity. Tariq Modood. professor of sociology 
at Bristol University; predicts that this shift 
will have an impact on public life; “As the 
fundamental interpretative horizons of 
the citizenry expand through the immi- 
gration of religious peoples, so too the pol - 
itical identity of the regime is inevitably 
altered.” This is clearly causing tension in 
a country such as France, where religion 
has been expelled from the public realm 
altogether and there are constant disputes 
about issues such as the wearing of head- 
scarves by Muslim girls in state schools. 

By an accident of history. England and 
Scotland both continue to have an Estab- 
lished Christian Church that guarantees 
a presence for religion in public life. Nei- 
ther; however, is a state Church of the kind 
familiar from Scandinavia, where the 
Church also enjoys considerable financial 
support through the tax system. The 
Church of Scotland has always jealously 
guarded its independence, while despite 
the theatre of Establishment the Church 
of England is supported almost entirely by 
voluntary' contributions. Despite having the 
care of more than a third of all the grade 
I listed buildings in the country and a large 
part of the artistic and cultural inheritance 
of the English people, the Church of Eng- 
land receives less in grants from public 
funds than the faithful contribute to the 
Treasury in VAT payments on repairs to 
historic buil dings . 

The Establishment is usually attacked 
by caricaturing its reality. No serious per- 


son has believed since the middle of the 
last century that the Church of England 
should have a religious monopoly. In 
places such as France, where a religious 
monopoly was at one time achieved, the 
effect was to ally the Church with the sta- 
tus qua and eventually to convert one side 
of the French political divide to the propos- 
ition that religion ought to be resolutely ex- 
cluded from public life. 

In Britain there was always a Christian 
opposition that brought together Roman 
Catholics and Protestant Nonconformists 
with elements in the Church of England 
in a succession of campaigns for social and 
economic change. This goes a long way to 
explain the continued partnership with re- 
ligious bodies in areas of public life such 
as education, and the relative lack of con- 
troversy about religion as such in British 
politics. Now the religious presence in pub- 
lic life is being further pluralised as Mus- 
lim schools follow Jewish schools in 
achieving voluntary-aided status. 

The Establishment of the Church of 
England is part of the mosaic that connects 
religion and society in Britain in various 
ways. The aim in the continuing process 
of change in the relation of religion and so- 
ciety should be to pluralise the religious 
presence in public life further, while re- 
sisting its privatisation. Those who believe 
the secularisation thesis is literally true are 
of course trying to privatise religion, but 
it would be dangerous to attempt to drive 
faith communities into a cultural ghetto. 

Genuine pluralism allows a place for re- 
ligion in public life, and this creates a con- 
text for politics that inhibits the growth of 
any kind of secular messianic state. It is 
the deified state that has been the great 
engine of misery in the 20th century'. 

At the same time, exposing the world 
views of religious people to public debate 
is some safeguard against the growth of 
privatised fanaticism. There is a real dan- 
ger of the growth of such fanaticism if re- 
ligion is exiled to some ghetto of piety 
where words of fire can be spoken among 
consenting adults. I have no fear that re- 
ligion will disappear in the next millennium 
but I do fear religious fascism. The need 
to develop alliances with people from all 
traditions who believe in the way of dia- 
logue has never been more urgent. 

The Church of England has a particu- 
lar responsibility for developing the rela- 
tions between faith communities and the 
institutions of public life. The Church has 
been pressing for many years for ex- 


Sergei SupinskyfEPA 

pan ding religious representation in the 
House of Lords and the Royal Commission 
gives an opportunity to ventilate the 
question again. 

At the same time it is evident that bish- 
ops of the Church of England are widely 
perceived as figures capable of repre- 
senting regions and bodies of opinion well 
beyond what may be regarded as the sec- 
tional interests of the Anglican Church. The 
Economist, the house magazine of Con- 
sumer Unbeliever International, last 
month recorded that campaigners for re- 
gional assemblies in the North-east and the 
West Midlands had approached the bish- 
ops of Durham and Aston to take the chair 
of the two newly formed lobby organisa- 
tions. At the same time the Bishop of St 
Germans was on the front page of the West- 
ern Daily News as leading a coalition 
against rural poverty in Cornwall. 

Representative figures are vital for 
social cohesion and, if the new House of 
Lords is to reflect a Britain of regions, then, 
quite apart from their contribution on ed- 
ucational and social topics, the bishops will 
have a role to play. 

Occasionally attempts are made to 
suggest that religious leaders speak for a 
dwindling constituency. Of course, it is true 
that every mass membership organisation 
is having difficulty in competing with the 
entertainment industry. This is the context 
for the astonishing fact that the Anglican 
Churches alone in the Greater London re- 
gion assemble more than 100.000 citizens 
every week for constructive purposes. 
The situation is even more marked in 
inner-city areas where the faith commun- 
ities. churches, temples and mosques are 
left as the only organisations with pathways 
into the community as a whole. 

There is. of course, great religious 
volatility and some disenchantment with 
established structures, but a visit to any 
high-street book shop and a glance at the 
Mind. Body and Spirit section suggests that 
when people drift away from the traditional 
religious structures the result is not a gen- 
eration of sturdy atheists but vast numbers 
of people who will believe in anything. The 
challenge for the churches of England in 
these circumstances is to grow in a non- 
exclusive confidence in what we have re- 
ceived from the empty tomb and the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. "From such 
ground springs that which forever renews 
the earth, though it is forever denied." 

The writer is the Bishop qf London 



Goosed 

Fancy a ride on the Big Dipper? 
Take care if you're handsome. 
The sexy supermodel Ehbio 
could be scarred for life after 
being hit in the face by a low- 
flying goose as the roller- 
coaster ride he was on in the US 
hit mayimiirri speed. Fancy 
being that good-looking and s till 
getting smacked in the face by a 
fat bird at 73mpfa Enough to 
give you goose-bumps. 

Don’t exert yourself 

Most of us will be spending the 
Easter break passively. 
According to something called 
the National Enjoyment Report, 
most Britons prefer to stay at 
home and watch television 
rather than go out with friends, 
or take any exercise. Sex, being 
a (mostly) active business, 
doesn't fare well either Young 
people would rather go dubbing 
and only 38 per cent of British 
males rate sex highly. They 
prefer eating, drinking and 
watching television. If only 
Fhbio had been a Brit. 

~ piwer 

protesting 
e* about the 
slump in 
pork 
prices 

which has forced many farmers 
out of business. But do they 
really want to become 
saucissons ? Haven’t they seen 
Babe ? ARez, petits cochons . 
allez! 

Scouse git 

When Tony Blair 
married the - ; 

lovely Cherie 
Booth on 28 
March 1980 he 
may have 
feared that 
one day. his 
new actor 
father-in-law, 

Tony Booth, 
might turn out to 
be a bit of an 
embarrassment 
It has come to 
pass. The widower of Pat 
Phoenix «The Street's Elsie 
Tinner), star of Till Death Vs 
Do Part and co-star 'with 
Robin AskwithJ of Confessions 
of a Driving Instructor 0976) 
has had a rather wayward 
private life, retold charmingly 
in his autobiography. Stroll On. 
Since he’s been for most of his 
life an out-of-control-freak, it 
was inevitable that Booth 
would call his goody-two-shoes 
son-in-law a “control freak" 
who is “throttling democracy" 
in the Labour Party. No doubt 
that’s not the only thing Blair 
would like to throttle. 

Image of the week 

I see the gorillas are out Kwibi, 
four months old, and Djalta. 10 
months, frolic among the spring 
daffodils at Howletts Wild 
Animal Park, Kent They are 
being hand-reared by the 
keepers after their mother 
rejected them. How could she? 
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Fteefing champion: Nicki Lane 


- Sunday 

Go to town to buy some make-up for 
the competition. I was runner-up in 
the Miss Cleveland regional contest 
last Thursday and have been en- 
tered into the Miss Great Britain 
Universe Pageant I go to the gym 

and then have a sun-bed. I spend the 

evening making fists of all the things 
I need to get ready for the compet- 
ition. I end up with three pages! 

Monday 

-Make more lists, pack clothes, pick 
up a dress. I go to see my mum, who 
irons my evening dress. It’s a very 

elegant black satin dress. rm realty 

excited about going to London, as 
Tve neverbeen before. I set off with 
my boyfriend Jonathan at about 
seven, and we stay with some 
friends in Putney. Fve bought my 


own pillows so 1 can get a good 
night's sleep but I am so excited I 
can’t stop tossing and turning. 

lbesday 

The finals! Up at half seven, wash 
my hair; shave my legs. I wear 
smart clothes - a red fitted shirt and 
grey fitted trousers. The stage at the 
Hippodrome looks fantastic. I am 
realty excited. Am assigned a dress- 
ing-room with Emma, the winner of 
my regional final. 

Me and Emma sneak out to buy 
pizza and ice-cream There's none 
of this stick-insect stuff for us. I never 
worry about mv weight. I’m far too 
active with my dancing and going to 
the gym. Sometimes I eat healthily 
and sometimes X eat rubbish. 

We practise the dance moves for 
the show; it’s quite easy for me as 


My Week 

Nicki lane. 

Miss Great Britain Universe 


I’m a dancer. They put me right at 
the front. It’s a good start because 
the judges will notice me. I’m only 
worried about the section in the com- 
petition where I have to speak to the 
judges. When it comes to public 
speaking I go to pot. 

The show starts off with a James 
Bond intro and then I walk out on to 
stage in my swimsuit while my 
measurements - 34-23-33 - are read 
out to the judges. M any of toe other 
girls said they were professional 
models and I thought I wouldn’t 


stand a chance. I'm not being bitchy, 
but some of them were quite short. 
I’m five foot nine. 

When I’m asked about my hob- 
bies and plans for the future I de- 
cide to take a different stand from 
the other girls. They say how much 
they love modelling. I talk about my 
dancing and my degree in physio- 
therapy. which I am starting in Oc- 
tober. For me it’s all fun. modelling 
isn’t my life. My A-level work is more 
important 

When I find out that I have won 


I am in complete shock. So is my 
boyfriend; he stands up and practic- 
ally falls over the balcony 

Wednesday 

I sleep in and manage to miss my 
champagne breakfast Then it’s off 
to the Sound Republic club on 
Leicester Square. We are wined 
and dined while we discuss my trip 
to Trinidad for the world finals. I'm 
going in May. all expenses paid, and 
I’m to get £3.000 of designer clothes. 
I’m really excited but worried about 
fitting in my college work. 

Thursday 

It’s back to normal life; I go to 
college to catch up on some work. I 
don’t worry about my hair and make 
up. I hate dressing up all the time. 
At my dance class everyone tells me 


that Pm acting as if Fm not bothered. 
I am, but I'm not the sort of person 
to brag. I spend the afternoon re- 
laxing with my boyfriend. We go for 
a picnic by toe beach in Whitby. I 
have a nice bath when 1 get home 
and an early night 

Friday 

I go to the gym for a two-hour 
session - I love sport but I'm not 
obsessional 1 do some interviews for 
the local press. It's strange when you 
get noticed in the street I don’t re- 
ally mention the contests to people 
unless they know about them. 

In the evening I go to Club Mil- 
lennium with my boyfriend. This 
week has gone by in a blur. Fm look- 
ing forward to seeing daylight I’ve 
spent so much time inside. 

INTERVIEW BY DAISY PRICE 
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Lee Atwood 


NO SINGLE person did more to cre- 
ate aircraft for the Royal Air Force, 
as well as for die armed forces of the 
United States, than Lee Atwood, a 
leader of the United States aircraft 
industry for 50 years. 

Early in the Second World War, in 
March 1940, the British Purchasing 
Commission in the US visited North 
American Aviation eNAAj, which 
was already supplying Harvards to 
the RAF and ashed whether they 
would make Curtiss P-40 fighters 
under licence for them. The classic 
reply was: “We can build you a 
better airplane.** 

Within a few months Atwood, 
with his assistants Ray Rice and Ed 
Schmued, had designed the Mus- 
tang. It was first flown on 26 Octo- 
ber 1940, and its most unusual 
feature was that the Allison engine 
was cooled by fluid pumped through 
a large radiator inside the rear 
fuselage. The radiator was in a pro- 
filed duct according to a scheme pro- 
posed in 1935 by the Englishman KW. 

Meredith; instead of creating drag, 
the radiator put out hot air which 
gave jet-propulsion thrust 

The British found the Mustang the 
best fighter in the United States, and 
placed an immediate order for 320. 
Its only shortcoming was that its per- 
formance deteriorated at high alti- 
tudes. Army Co-operation Command, 
which had previously been equipped 
with the Curtis P-40 and which flew 
chiefly at low altitudes, responded 
to them very favourably. In 1942 a 
Mustang was re-engined with the 
British Rolls-Royce Merlin made 
under licence fly Packard -at DetroiL 

The result was what most con- 
sider the best fighter erf the war With 
the same engine, the Spitfire IX 
readied 405mph and the Mustang 
437mptL Not only that but it was 
the only fighter with the range to 
accompany bombers throughout 
Germany. Hermann Goering said: 
“When I saw Mustangs over Berlin 
I knew the war was lost” Mustang 
production totalled 15,586 during 
the Second World War. Immediate- 
ly after the war, Atwood and his col- 
leagues designed the IWin Mustang 
- essentially two Mustangs riding on 
a single wing - which performed 
excellently in Korea. 

John Leland Atwood was born in 
Walton, Kentucky in 1904. In 1922 he 
studied at Wayiand College, fol- 
lowed fly Hardin-Simmons Univer- 
sity before receiving a BS degree 
from the University of Ttexas. In 
1928 he began work as a junior en- 
gineer at the Army Aircraft Branch 
at Wright Field, Ohio. In 1930 he land- 
ed the job of chief structures engi- 
neer at Douglas Aircraft, at Santa 
Monica, Los Angeles. 

Four years later he was poached 
fly Ernest R. Breech of General Mo- 
tors to bolster the technical strength 
of General Aviation at Dundalk. 
Maryland. At this very time the 
1934 Air Mail Act disrupted the in- 



When I saw 
Mustangs over 
Berlin,’ said 
Goering, T knew 
the war was lost.’ 
With the same 
engine, the 
Spitfire IX reached 
405mph and the 
Mustang 437mph 


dustry, and GAwas forced to hive off 
It called itself North American Avi- 
ation, and occupied a small plant at 
Mines field, Inglewood. Over the 
nest 10 years this field became LA 
International Airport and NAA 
the most prolific producer of aircraft 
in the world, with Atwood vice- 
president and chief engineer 

When ft moved to Inglewood NAA 
bad just one order from the US 
Army for 42 training aircraft railed 
the BT-9. Under Atwood’s direction 
this proliferated as the standard ad- 
vanced trainer of the Allies in the 
Second Wbrld War known to the US 
forces as the Texan and to the RAF 
as the Harvard. Most wartime pilots, 
including myself, trained on this air- 
craft, which even served Hitler’s 
Luftwaffe (they used aircraft sup- 
plied to France in 1938-40) and was 
built under licence in Japan. The 
overall total was 21,342. 

In 1938 Atwood began work on a 
for more powerful aircraft, the B-25 
Mitchell bomber The first time this 
hit the headlines was in April 1942 
when, to show the Japanese they 
could be bombed, the famed pilot 
Jimmy Doolittle led 16 off the deck 
of the carrier Hornet. Never in- 
tended for such duty, these large 


bombers had to line up on deck and 
make free takeoffs. Each just stag- 
gered into the air but all 16 bombed 
Tokyo. Total production of the B-25 
was 9,817, and they served on every 
front including the Soviet Union. 

Immediately after the war em- 
ployment at NAA quickly slumped 
from the 1944 peak of 91,700, 
but under Atwood’s direction a 
succession of superior designs went 
into production. One was the Navy 
FJ-L a jet fighter with a Mustang- 
derived wing. Hie US Air Bbree ver- 
sion was the XP-86 Sabre, but At- 
wood deliberately delayed this while 
the wings and tail were swept back 
in arrowhead fashion according to 
captured German data. 

First flown on I October 1947, the 
Sabre soon set world speed records 
of 670mph, and in Korea was the only 
Allied jet able to take on the Russ- 
ian MiG-15 which also had swept- 
back wings. The RAF had nothing 
in the same class until it got 431 
Sabres made in Canada in the early 
1950s. Total production of the Sabre 
was 8,681. 

NAA followed with the F-100 
Super Sabre, the first western fight- 
er able to fly faster than sound in 
level flight; 2,239 were delivered 
from 1953. Among other great air- 
craft came tbeRA-5C VigQante. the 
heaviest and most powerful aircraft 

ever to operate from carriers (for 
surpassing the old B-25). At twice the 
speed of sound it could cany precise 
radar-mapping equipment One day 

Admir als rarpfiiny mrasnr fid the 

image brought bade of a baseball 

pitch taken from a slant range of over 
30 miles. The size was not quite right 
Later it was discovered the error 
was in the marking out of the pitch. 

Even more remarkable was the 
X-15, a rocket-engined research air- 
craft which between 1959 and 1968 
flew higher (314,750ft) and faster 
(4£20mph, Marti 6.7) than any other 
aircraft before or since. NAA became 
leader in giant missiles and rocket 
engines, and created the Apollo 
lunar module which took man to the 
Moon. In mergers in 1967 and 1973 
the company became Rockwell 
International, and after Atwood's 
retirement became the prime con- 
tractor for the Space Shuttle.- 

Atwood became president of NAA 
in 1948, chief executive officer in 1960 
and chairman in 1962, and retired in 
1970, though r emaining a consultant 
for another eight years. He received 
honours from many countries. In 
1998, at the age of 93, he gave a 
warmly appreciated talk to an 
aviation society in Yorkshire. 

BILL GUNSTON 

John Leland Atwood, aeronautic 
engineer, bom Walton. Kentucky 26 
October 1904; Vice-President and 
Chief Engineer, North American 
Aviation 193448, President 1948-70; 
married ; died Santa Monica, 
California 5 March 1999. 
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Lucienne Bloch 


PS1 Mustang. Atwood (pictured by Keith Meadle) designed the first Mustang in 1940 


BORN IN Switzerland in 1909, living 
most of her long life in the United 
States, the artist Lucienne Bloch is 
best-known internationally for her 
friendship with a Mexican couple. 

The first record of Lucienne is as 
a small child in her birthplace Gene- 
va, photographed with her brother 
and sister by her father; the com- 
poser Ernst Bloch. Bloch was also 
a photographer and taught Luderme 
how to develop photographs as a 
child. In 1917. Bloch saifled with his 
famfly across the Atlantic to take up 
a position in New York, and a few 
years later became (Erector of the In- 
stitute of Music in Cleveland and 
then, from 1925, of the San Francis- 
co Conservatory of Music. He had a 
somewhat tempestuous relation- 
ship with his wife, who after a few 
years took her children back to Paris. 

Ludenne studied at the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts in Paris, and spent a year 
making glass sculptures in Amster- 
dam. Returning once more to the 
United States, it was in 1931 that she 
both held a one-man show of her 
glass in New York and first met the 
formidable Mexican painters Diego 
Rivera and Frida Kahlo. 

In her diary Bloch recalled that 
this was at a dinner in Rivera’s hon- 
our in New York, where she was seat- 
ed next to the great man, much to the 
irritation of the jealous Kahlo, whose 
first words to the bemused young 
Swiss woman were: “I hate you." 

Soon though. Kahlo became sat- 
isfied that Bloch was not infatuated 
with her husband, and over the next 
few years, she became Kahlo’s faith- 
ful companion, accompanying her 


during the difficult loss of her child, 
and the death of her mother, and 
even travelled to Mexico with her On 
one occasion, in August 1932, Bloch 
wrote in her diary; “We took cold 
chicken in a little basket and went 
to Belle Isle dragging Diego with us 
at the last instan t It did him good 
to go out He was so surprised at the 
beauty of the trees when tying down 
in the grass. He says trees are ugly 
and nature is hokum, but he can’t 
help admiring it when he's in it" 
Bloch herself was a talented 
sculptor - Frank Lloyd Wright of- 
fered her the post of sculpture di- 
rector at his school in Wisconsin. But 
she was particularly impressed with 
the public murals that Diego Rivera 
was busily creating in Mexico and 
the United States, and instead be- 
came Rivera’s assistant She also fell 
in love with his chief plasterer, the 
Bulgarian Stephen DimitrofL 
She helped on Rivera’s most con- 
troversial projects, at the Detroit In- 
stitute of Art and on Man at die 
Crossroads, for the Rockefeller Cen- 
ter in New York. Nelson Rockefeller 
bad commissioned the l.OOOsqft 
work, but the Rockefeller family was 
horrified when it discovered that 
Rivera intended to make it a paean 
in praise of Co mmunism, with Lenin 
as the great spiritual leader of 
mankind. Rivera was qedddy paid off, 
and armed guards moved in while 
the mural was covered with screens. 

Bloch attempted to defend it, 
even going so for as to scrawl on the 
whitewashed windows of the Rock- 
efeller Center “Workers unite! Help 
protect Rivera M-” - at which point. 


she was dragged away She returned 
however; on 8 May 1933, with Dim- 
itroff and Kahlo, and while Kahlo 
distracted the guards, Bloch dimbed 
up on the scaffold and with her 
camera managed to capture the 
only images of the mural to survive. 

Throughout the 1930s, Bloch 
continued to work as a muralist 
and sculptor in glass and terracot- 
ta She and Dimitroff married and be- 
came an artistic fresco team, he 
handling the plaster and she the 
painting on around 50 projects 
around America Her photographs 
of Frida Kahlo were widely shown, 
but she also took photos for Life 
magazine, again demonstrating her 
strong political convictions, as in the 
series of striking carworkers in late 
1930s. Dimitroff became a union or- 
ganiser until the couple moved to 
California in the 1960s. 

Towards the end of her life, there 
was a renewed interest in Lucienne 
Bloch's work. The singer Madonna, 
researching for a film project about 
Frida Kahlo, talked with her at 
length aod set up a fund to preserve , 
the best of her murals, The Evoki - , 
turn qf Music, in the George Wash- 
ington High School in New York. 
From 1965 Bloch lived in Gualala, 
California, and it was here that the 
first exhibition of her photographs of 
Frida Kahlo was recently held. 

Nick Caistor 

Lucienne Bloch, muralist: bom 
Geneva 1909; married Stephen 
Dimitroff (died 1996; two sons, one 
daughter); died Gualala, California 
13 March 1999. 


Lutfi el-Kholi 


IT IS said that prophets are misun- 
derstood in their own lifetime. This 
was almost certainty true of Lutfi 
el-Kholi, one of Egypt’s leading 
columnists and political activists. 

During the course of several 
decades, Kholi metamorphosed 
from the cerebral dynamo behind 
Gamal Abdel Nasser's ideology of 
“Arab socialism" in the 1960s, to be- 
come Anwar Sadat's sworn foe in the 
1970s, a champion of Palestinians 
and Egypt's poor in the 1980s, and 
a born-again campaigner for peace 
with Israel in the 1990s. 

His last years were blighted fly 
perhaps the most virulent vilification 
that the turbulent world of Egyptian 
debate has witnessed. To many, the 
great patriot had become the ulti- 
mate turncoat He bore these attacks 
with a courage, determination and 
integrity that won plaudits even 
from his bitterest enemies. 

He had begun his political life as 
a member of the Egyptian Commu- 
nist Party, and in the 1940s wrote a 
number of anti-government tracts. 
However his ultimate political home 
was the leftist Tagammu (Coali- 
tion) party, which he joined when 
Sadat was president 

Kholi had trained as a lawyer 
graduating from Cairo University 


in 1949, and as well as journalism 
he also wrote plays (eg. Kings' 
Coffee Shop, 1955, and Rabbits, 
1964) and screenplays, the' best- 
known of which was The Sparrow, 
in which the lack of freedom of 
expression in Arab states was 
blamed for their defeat in the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war. 

In 1963 he joined the newspaper 
AlAhram. Hassanein Heikal. Nass- 
er's literary confidant and himself a 
journalist, recognised Kholi’s ver- 
satile intellect, and in 1966 saw that 
he was appointed editor-in-chief of 
Al-Talia (“The Vanguard"), a cam- 
paigning journal which inspired a 
generation of new writing talent 
Kholi’s political mentors (including 
Nasser) exploited his ability to con- 
verse candidly with all strata of so- 
ciety. As the Israeli academic Ginat 
Rami put it Kholi became the “con- 
ducting rod between the ruling 6hte 
and the masses". 

However in 1977 Sadat stripp e d 
Kholi of his editorship, ft was not the 
first time his outspoken anti- 
establishment views had landed 
him in trouble; he had previously 
ended up in prison. Even fellow 
radicals could not fathom why he 
masted on being such a maverick. 

Kholi was a consultant to Yasser 


Arafat the leader of the Palestine 
liberation Or ganisati on totriw , from 
the early 1970s. He rejected Sadat’s 
peace deal with Israel in 1979. and 
was in charge of an official Egypt- 
ian charity that backed the Pales- 
tinian “Intefedeh” or uprising, of 
1988-93. Yet he put himself out on a 
limb to create Egypt’s first “peace 
movement” in April 1998, precisely 
when IsraeU-Egyptian relations 
were at them lowest ebb for decades. 
In 1991, be had been a member of the 
Egyptian delegation to the Middle 
East Peace Conference in Madrid, 
and after Ar afat signed the Oslo 
peace accord with Israel in 1993, 
Khoh changed to become one of 
Egypt's chief advocates of peace 
with IsraeL 

The Egyptianflsraeli peace treaty 
of 1979, the first between any Arab na- 
tion and Israel, has lasted ever since 
-although Egypt suffered ostracism 
from the rest of the Arab world untfl 
1990. Peace with Israel has therefore 
been quite unpopular on “the Arab 
street", especially whenever it was 
perceived that Israel was breaking 
the spirit of the agreement (eg. in- 
vading Lebanon in 1982, building 
settlements). The Egyptian Writers 
Union and other academic bodies 
maintain a “boycott” on normalisa- 


tion with Israel, which Kholi - 
bravely or wilfully - broke. 

In the last few yearn Kholi and his 
colleagues in the peace movement, 
Abdel-Moneim Said and Salah 
Bassiouni, were blacklisted by their 
peers, yet pressed ahead. They felt 
inspired by their meetings with Is- 
raeli, European, Jordanian an d 
Palestinian academics in Denmark, 
where in January 1997 they had 
signed the “Copenhagen Declara- 
tion” and launched the Internation- 
al Alliance for Arab-Israeli Peace. 

Kholi denied any inconsistency 
between his former and later stands. 
7b him, “normalisation” with the 
Jewish state was not an end in itself, 
but rather the ultimate “weapon” 
which Egypt could wield to achieve 
justice in the region. Egyptians who 
disagreed were “sidetiners clinging 
to a rigid, facile stance, oblivious to 
change ... obsessed with form over 
content”. Nor did he spare the old 
foe. On a controversial visit to 
protest at the Har Homa develop- 
ment near Jerusalem, he told Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu: “You are not 
buildmg homes; you are building 
graves to bury the peace." 

Kholi was periodically feted and 
rejected by Egypt’s establishment 
He joined Egypt’s leading intellec- 


tual think-tank, the Al-Ahram Cen- 
tre for Political and Strategic Stud- 
ies in the 1970s, but was later forced 
into temporary exfle in Paris; only 
to return, advocating human rights, 
low-cost housing and a hank for the 
poor For a diehard socialist he was 
more aufait than many half his age 
with file realities of globalisation, and 
the potential Of telecn rnrriiiniraHn ng 
to eradicate borders. 

Fbr many years Kholi wrote an in- 
fluential column in Al-Ahram. Jour- 
nalists there paid tribute to his 
candour and conviction, his promo- 
tion of new talent his imperturbable 
logic, piercing gaze and his sty 
sense of humour. The paper’s car- 
toonist George Bahgory, described 
his mane of white hair which “float- 
ed about a large and leonine bead, 
as if whipped into disarray by a 
storm . . . Perhaps his thoughts gen- 
erated this halo of crackling energy." 

Yet Kholi’s enthusiasms came at 
a cost For signing the Copenhagen 
Declaration and visiting IsraeL he 
faced disciplinary procedures from 
his Tagammu Party and was inves- 
tigated fly a committee of the Egypt- 
ian Journalists’ Guild, with a view to 
possible expulsion. Mohamed Sid 
Ahmed, a fellow columnist and 
friend, initially backed Kholi’s peace 



Duriduza 

Chisiza 


DUNDUZA chisiza was a play- 
wright director and actor who, in 
1987, founded the first professional 
theatre company in Malawi, the 
Wakhumbata Ensemble Theatre. 
He wrote over 20 plays and was in- 
volved m the writing and cBrectingtrf 

some 25 others, often playingthelead 
role himself. 

Growing up in post-independence 
Malawi Chisiza put his efforts as an 
artist behind the growing campaign 
for human rights and democracy in 


Kholi: ’crackling energy 1 


quest, but later balked because he 

felt it was premature. The result was 

a bitter public spat Sid Ahmed still 
blames Kholi far thinking that he was 
leading a “grassroots movement” 
whereas in feet he was “a general 

without an army ... isolated from his 

source of legitimacy”. 

None the less, to Sid Ahmed 
Lutfi el-Kholi remained a “warrior- 

knight who never shrank from chal- 
lenging ... the unanimous view". I 
Lawrence r. Joffe 

Lutfi el-Kholi, journalist, play- 
wright and political activist bom 
Qalyoubia Govemorate, Egypt 
1927; married; died Cairej 
February 1999. 


“As long as I find that there is some- 
thing wrong, I wifi alwgys express it 
through my work," he said. “I think 
the artist is like a torch-bearer for 
people who have been sidefined. We 
are there to fight fbr people who 
might not have the opportunity to 
fight for themselves. If that oppor- 
tunity can be found through theatre, 
then so be it” 

He ca me from a prominent polit- 
ical fa m il y in Malawi He was born 
in 1963. the third son of the veteran 
nationalist Dunduza K. Chisiza, who 
had been tipped to become the coun- 
try’s first Finance Minister on inde- •. 

pendence from Britain in 1964, but 
who had died in a car crash in Sep- 
tember 1962, six months before the 
birth of Dunduza junior His unde, 
Yatuta Ghisfaa, had also been in- 
volved in politics, serving as body- 
guard to Banda during the struggle 
for independence in the early 1960s. 
Following independence, Yatuta 
turned against the president and 
was killed dining an attempted 
take-over in 1967. 

Chisiza first became interested in 
flie theatre while a secondary-school 
student at the Henry Henderson 
Institute in Blantyre, Malawi In 

1982 he wrote and directed The De- 

ceased's Attack, which won first 
prize at the National Schools Drama 
Festival. After leaving school in 1983, 
he formed the Wakhumbata Work- 
shop Theatre. Wakhumbata has 
many meanings in two of the main 
Malawian languages - Chichewa 
and Ttimbuka - among them “one 
who hugs”, “one who hatches eggs” 
and “those who grieve”. . 

He left for the United States in 

1983 for further studies and in 1987 
he was awarded an MA in Fineand 
Performing Arts at the Philadel-j 
phia University of the Performing 
Arts. He was also teen on martial 
arts and obtained a black belt , 
and became an instructor at the 
Philadelphia Arts Centre. In 1987 he 
returned to Malawi to form his own 
professional theatre company. 

His plays ranged over a variety of 
controversial issues. Me Nobody 
Knows and Thors qf Blood date 1 
Eighties), the firsthe wrote on his re- I 

turn, were banned by the govern- | 
ment, which had been operating | 
strict political and moral censorship , 
since the late 1960s. “Eventually I 
came up with Fragments, which 
was an abstract piece which they I 
failed to understand,” he later re- | 
marked. In 1991 Educating Mwal- t 
tmu, concerning love, marriage and 
“the new woman”, was shortlisted in 
a BBC playwriting contest Race 
relations and Pan-Africanism were 
dealt with in a historical context in 
Barefoot in the Heart (1992). 

It was for his political plays tfeifhe 
was best known. Ihe Deceased’s At- 
tack was a rewriting of the Hamlet 
stoiy with a Hamlet-type figure dear- 
ty modelled on Chisiza himself The } 
protagonist contemplates revenge $ 
for the death of his own father; an * 
allusion to the theory that Dundu za ? 
Chisiza Senior was reprtedtyMIlfid fly > 

agents of Banda Papa’s Empire 
(1990) used the corruption of a private I 

enterprise as a thinty disguised fable ' 

for the malpractices of Banda’s 1 

Malawi Congress Party government \ 

In the run-up to multi-party elec- 
tions in 1994, Chisiza was courted by 
each of the three major political par- 
ties. It was a great surprise to many 
when in 1993 he threw in his lot with 
the MCP He was given a ministeri- 
al post - M i ni ster for Sports, Youth 
and Culture - in one of Banda's last 
cabinets. During this yean he pro- 
duced Democracy Boulevard (1993), 
which, controversially, satirised 
some of the abuses associated with 
multi-party democracy, particularly afc 
m relation to the unmimlHl media. \ > 

With the defeat of the MC^ Du Ju- 
moi; as he was known, announced his 
withdrawal from active politics and 
wrote De Summer Blow, exploring 
political and social issues in the 
post-Banda era. In 1998 he joined the 
pmng United Democratic Front and 
had recently agreed to stand as a par- 
liamentary candidate for Karonga 
nouth m the forthcoming general 
election on 18 May this yean 

On Du Junior's death, from an 
Aids-refated illness, the historian 
u u P h *n wrote in The Nation 
^ ews P a Per that “Dunduza fThisiy-ft 

£!f 1 £ r j? b< r rited not just a name but 
ms i father’s talents, capacity for 
jrork and ability to mix with the faum- 
gPeat aUke - Those of us who 

nad known his father saw in Du Ju- 
mora true chip off the old block. Wfe 
welcomed with appreciation his ris- 
mg feme in playwriting and acting.” ™ 1 

x J. Walker 
Ounduza Chikosa Chisiza. play- 
26 March 1963; mxxr- 

UhtJ S- I ? son S* te Mwafutirtua \ 

f three children); died ChUumba. 
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AS ONE of Gerry Anderson’s chief pup- 
peteers and puppet-makers, Christine 
Glanville saw the whole evolution of film 
and television puppetry and was at the 
: heart of that development She worked 
on almost all of the classic Anderson 
television series of the 1960s, including 
Stingray and Thimderbirds. 

She was born in Halifax in 1924, but 
mewed with her family to London as a 
child. Originally trained as an artist, she 
had visions of entering Fleet Street after 

the war (a relative was a cartoonist on 
Punch) but her parents were involved 
jin puppetry and encouraged her to join 
. Ebor Marionettes, one erf the leading 

- companies of the 1950s, as an assistant 

- She also built up her own marionette 
cabaret act, which featured a fine bal- 

. farina puppet based on Margot Ebnleyn 
and toured both the UK and Germany. 

: A friendship with another puppeteer; 
JpyLanrey (creator of Mr Turnip), led 
to work as a puppet operator ou the tele- 
vision show The Adventures of Twizzle 
(1956) and the start of a lifelong asso- 
ciation with Gerry Anderson. Tbrchy the 
Battery Boy (1957) followed, with pup- 
pets made by Glanville herself; whose 
style and attention to detail worked well 
in front of the camera. She found that 
she was more able to adapt her ma- 
nipulation to the small screen than 
others trained in the live theatre. 

After Torchy came Four Feather 
Falls (1958-59) and Supercar (1959-60), 
each production more ambitious than 
the last Glanville teamed up with Maiy 
Turner; who was also working for An- 
derson, and together they found them- 
selves heading an ever-growing team of 
puppeteers as well as helping to make 
the famous characters. 

Fireball XL5 (1961-82) followed by 
Stingray (1962-64) were next and fin: 
these she was responsible for the design 
and sculpture of mazy of the most 
popular puppet characters, including 
Doctor tfenus, Atlanta and Agent X20. 

" The character of Titan, in Stingray, was 
based loosely on the actor IjaurenneMvi- 
en As the puppet was being delivered, 
the head of TOan was accidentally de- 
stroyed. Glanville, who had spent many 


days making it, simply pursed her lips, 
said “It’s OK", and set to work again. 

She regarded Stingray as one of her 
favourite series and felt that Thunder- 
birds (series one 1964-65, series two 
19%) featured some of her best work. 
Fbr this she created Scott and Alan 
Tritcey - two of the five brother pilots 
of International Rescue - and Tin-Tin 
Kyrano. The feature film ITiunderirirds 
are Go followed in 1966 for which she 
helped recreate a performance by Cliff 
Richard and the Shadows. 

fbr Captain Scarlet and the Mys- 
terons (1966-67), in partnership with 
Mary Turner; she made the “Angels", the 
female fighter pilots. These had more 
realistic proportions than previous pup- 
pets and were more difficult to operate, 
so new techniques were developed and 
for some sequences they were worked 
from below. Joe 90 (1967-68) and Secret 
Service (1968-69) were two of the 
later programmes in the “Supermari- 


Stingray was her 
favourite series. 
But , as Titan was 
delivered, his head 
was accidentally 
destroyed 


onation" era, each with Glanville and 
Thmer in charge of puppetiy. 

In 1968 she stopped working for An- 
derson fora time and formed her own 
company called “Stage Three" which 
toured England with a rod puppet show 
featuring Rupert the Bean During this 
period, she also worked as a freelance 
manipulator for the television series The 
Mim& Bunch and Rupert the Bear. 

In a valedictory speech, Gerry An- 
derson praised her great qualities as a 
puppeteer and her human qualities of 
never losing her temper and leading by 



Glanville with the Thunderbirds poppets Parker and Lady Penelope 


example. I had the opportunity of see- 
ing this when we worked together for a 
short period on Thrrahawks in the 
eazfy 1980s and again in 1997 on The 
when we were engaged to film 
the sequence for the character Invisi- 
ble Jones- There she was, still climbing 
ladders at 72 years old and still getting 
it right, usually on the first take. She 
never tired or became cynical about the 
industry and never lost her enthusiasm 
for puppetiy. 

Her last years were marked by more 
freelance work. She continued to work 


with Gerry Anderson - helping to make 
the Dire Straits' “Calling Elvis" video, 
which he directed - and gave talks on 
her work with him. These were always 
well attended and she would continue 
for hours until all questions were 
answered and everyone was satisfied. 

Geoff felix 

Nancy Christine Fletcher (Christine 
Glanville), puppeteer, bom Halijax, 
Yorkshire 23 October 1924; died 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire 1 
March 1999. 


Brock Speer 


THE SPEER Family was among the first 
white gospel groups in America. Un- 
dertaking 200 concerts a yeai; the fam- 
ily inspired and encouraged numerous 
groups and they only disbanded last year 
due to the ill-health of their leader and 
bass vocalist, Brock Speen However out- 
side the world of gospel music, Brock 
Speer win also be; remembered as a 
backing vocalist on the earty recordings 
of EMs Presley. 

BrocKs father George Thomas Speer 
rGT^.wasbwnto AMfflmainl881 and 
sang gospel music from an early age. He 
met his wife, Lena, who played pump 
organ, at a convention and they married 
in February 1920, with their first son. 
Brock, being born in December of the 
same year They had three other chil- 
dren, Ben, Rosee Nell and Mary Tom. 
In 1921 GT and Lena formed the Speer 
Quartet, in Double Springs; Alabama. As 
the children became older GT intro- 
duced them one by one to the group, 
which became the Speer Ebrnfiy. GT"s 
instruction would be, “Always sing what 
you feel and feel what you sing." 

. Brock studied at Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity in Nashville and obtained a Bach- 
elor of Divinity degree, as he felt this 
would assist him in programming the 
family’s concerts and records. From the 
mid-Fbrties “ad-night singings", which 
often tookplace at midnight under a tree 
in a meadow, became popular and the 



Speer Elvis’s backing singer 


performers had to become entertainers. 
This detracted from the spirituality of 
the gospel music and led to a slump in 
its popularity in 1955. 

In January 1956 both the Speer 
Family and Elvis Presley were signed, 
quite independently, to RCA Records in 
Nashville. Presley was keen to supple- 
ment the sparse sound that he had 
had on bis Sun Records in Memphis and 
he wanted to use a vocal group, the 
Jordanaires. On the other hand, Chet 
Atkins, who organised the sessions, 
wanted to give the Speer Ffcmdy addi- 
tional money, but not all of them want- 


ed to sing on secular records. A com- 
promise was reached - Gordon Stoker 
from the Jordanaires with Brock and 
Ben from the Speer Family. Gordon 
Stoker recalls, “I knew Brock and Ben 
and liked them, bull said to Chet 'Brock 
is a bass, Ben is a lead and I'm a first 
tenoz; so who’s gonna sing baritone?' 
Chet said, ‘Don't worry, it won't make 
any difference.' ” 

The first RCA sessions took place in 
Nashville and the trio attended the 
second day of recording on 11 January 
1956. Many Elvis books state that the trio 
sang on “Heartbreak Hotel", but there 
was no other voice but Elvis's on that 
tradt. However they can be heard on the 
record's B-side, “I Was the One", and the 
album track "Tm Counting on You". 

On the road, Elvis worked with the 
Jordanaires, but Gordon, Brock and Ben 
were recalled to the RCA studios in April 
1956 where just one song was record- 
ed, an emotional ballad called “I Want 
You, I Need You, I Love \bu", which went 
on to top the US charts. Despite its suc- 
cess, Presley used the Jordanaires on 
subsequent records. 

After GT and Lena died in the mid- 
1960s, the Speer Family continued 
under Brock’s management The 
group consisted of Brock, his wife Fhye. 
bis son Brian, his brother Ben, and 
three or four other vocalists who were 
“adopted Speers". 


Their albums were often nominated 
for Grammys: including Something 
Good is About to Happen (1975), Be- 
tween the Cross and Heaven (There’s 
a Whale Lot cf Living Going On) (1976), 
Cornerstone (1977), Interceding (1980), 
He's Still in the Fire (1990) and Hal- 
lelujah Time (199U. They received 
many other awards, notably from the 
Gospel Music Association Hall of Ftune 
( 1998), and they performed for President 
Jimmy Carter at the White House in the 
late Seventies. 

By that time, gospel music was no 
longer a Southern phenomenon and 
many artists gave the music contempo- 
rary settings. However, the Speer Fam- 
ily stuck to their roots and continued to 
perform the songs that made them 
popular like *Tm Building a Bridge” and 
Til Meet You in the Morning." Ben 
Speer owned the publishing rights of 
Tm Gonna Walk Dem Golden Stairs", 
which Elvis Presley recorded in I960. 

It was Brock's poor health that 
caused the group to disband in 1998. He 
said, “I am getting to a point in my life 
where I want to slow down. I’m not 
retiring and probably never will retire." 

Spencer Leigh 

Brock Speer, singer: bom Houston. 
Alabama 28 December 1920: mar- 
ried; died Nashville, Tennessee 29 
March 1999. 
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BIRTHS, 

Marriages 

& DEATHS 


Births 


March, to Charlotte to£e Pick- 

ford) and Michael, a daughter 

Imogen MeryiL 


Deaths 

MONTAGUE: June, cherished 
daughter of Louise and mother 
<tf Peter and Lesley died peace- 
fully at North London Hospice 
on 30 March, aged 62. The funer- 
al wiflte on Thursday 8 April, 

> 3 J5pm, at St Thomas’ Church, 
Oakwood. Family flowers onto 
Donations psysMe to the Hefei 
Roflason Cancer Care Centre 
Appeal, c/o W Nodes, 98 Crown 
Lane, Southgate, N14. 


Changing of the Guard 





FORTHCOMING 

MAJRRIAGES 

Mr D. J. N. Ftendley 
and Miss C. S. Zaidi 
The engagement is 
announced between Daniel, 
son of Dr and Mrs Jack 
Ftendley, of Wimbledon, Lon- 
don, and Charlotte, daughter 

of Mr and Mrs Tahir Zaidi, 
also of Wimbledon. 


BIRTHDAYS 

TODAY Mr Alec Baldwin, 
acton 41; Professor Janet 
Bately, Emeritus Professor 
of En g l ish at Sing's College 
London, 67; Mr Tony Benn 
1 HP, 74; Mr Marlon Brando, 
actoq 75; Canon Anthony 
Caesar, an Extra Chaplain to 
the Queen, 75; Miss Doris 
Day, actress and singer 75; 
Mr Dennis Farr, former 
director, Conrtaald Institute 
Galleries, 70; Mr William 
Gaunt, actot; 62; The Duke 
of Grafton, conservationist 
80; Herr Helmut Kohl, for- 
mer German chancellor; 69; 


Ms Shona Mclsaac MP, 39; 
Mr Eddie Murphy, actor, 38; 
Sir Martin Nourse. a Lord 
Justice of Appeal, 67; Mr 
Charles Nunneiey, chair- 
man, National Trust, 62; Sir 
John Smith, former MR 
founder of the Landmark 
Trust, 76; Miss Jan Sterling, 
actress, 76; Lt-Cdr Sir God- 
frey Style, governor; Queen 
Elizabeth's foundation, 84; 
Mr Francis Tate, former 
chairmaa Tate and Lyle, 86; 
Sir Malcolm Thornton, for- 
mer MR 60; Professor 
Kathleen TiDotson, scholar 
and writer; 93; Mr John 
Vxrgo r snooker player; 53; 
Professor Sir Michael 
Wbodroft surgeon, 88. 

TOMORROW: Mr Jonathan 
Agnew, cricketer; 39; Mr 
Peter Attenborough, former 
Headmaster of Charterhouse, 
61; Sir John Beith, former 
(Eplomat, 85; Mrs Margaret 
Dupont, former tennis 
champion, 81; Dr Christo* 
pher Fhy, ch pirman and 
chief executive, Shell UK, 54; 
Brigadier Anne Field, for- 
mer Deputy Controller Com- 


mandant. WRACS, 73; Mr 
Jim Fitzpatrick MP, 47: 
Earl JelUcoe, President 
Royal Geographical Society. 
81; Mr Nick McCarthy, High 
Commissioner to Cameroon 
and ambassador to Gabon, 
61; Professor David 
Melville, chief executive, 
Fterther Education Funding 
Council for England, 56; Mr 
Barry Reamsbottom, Gen- 
eral Secretary, Civil and Pub- 
lic Services Association. 50; 
Dame Catherine Tizard, 
former Governor- General of 
New Zealand, 6& Mr 
Rudolph Vis MR 58. 


Anniversaries 

TODAY 

Births: Henry IV, King of 
England, 1367; The Rev 
George Herbert, clergyman 
and poet, 1593. Deaths; 
Jesse Woodson James, out- 
law, shot in the back, 1882; 
Kurt Julian Weill, composer, 
1950; Henry Graham Greene, 
novelist 1991. On this day: 
HaOe Selassie (Has Tafari) 
was proclaimed Emperor of 


Ethiopia, 1930: after two false 
starts, the Grand National 
was declared void, 1993. 
Today is the Feast Day of 
Saints Agape, Chionia. 
and Irene, St Burgundofara 
or Flare, St Nicetas. St 
Pan eras of Taormina, St 
Richard of Chichester and St 
Sixtus I, pope. 

TOMORROW 
Births: Grinling Gibbons, 
sculptor and woodcarver, 
1648; Anthony Perkins, actor. 
1932. Deaths: Oliver Gold- 
smith, playwright, 1774; Mar- 
tin Luther King, civil rights 
campaigner, assassinated 
1968. On this day: Francis 
Drake completed his circum- 
navigation of the world and 
was knighted by Queen Eliz- 
abeth 1, 1581; a Chinese 
republic was proclaimed in 
Tibet, 1912; the North 
Atlantic Tteeaty. which creat- 
ed Nato. was signed in Wash- 
ington, 1949. Tomorrow is 
Easter Day and the Feast 
Day of Saints Agathopus and 
Theodulus, St Benedict the 
Black, St Isidore of Seville, St 
Plato and St Tigemach. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171 -293 20 1 2 
, (24-hour answering machine 01 7 1 -293 201 1) or fax to 01 71 -293 20 1 0. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


(feci 

1 J ! 

E T3T 

* 1 * a»- f -A J 

.1 ^ te 

IML Jtto 


Historical Notes 


ANN WROE 


Pontius Pilate: a 
name set in stone 


UNTIL 1961, there was no 
concrete archaeological evi- 
dence that Pontius Pilate, 
the fifth governor of Judaea, 
ever existed. There were 
accounts of him, of course, 
not least the accounts in the 
Gospels. But the records of 
his administration bad dis- 
appeared completely: no 
papyri, no rolls, no tablets, 
no (authentic) letters to 
Rome. The Roman ruins 
that remained in Israel 
seemed to have nothing to do 
with him. Even his aqueduct 

- a project that got him 
into plenty of trouble at the 
time - appeared to have 
crumbled away. 

In the summer of 196L 
however; Italian archaeolo- 
gists found a piece of lime- 
stone, 82cm wide by 68cm 
high, in the ruins of a sports 
stadium in Caesarea, beside 
the sea. The stadium had 
not been there in Pilate’s 
time; he had yelled at his 
gladiators in another place. 
But the stone bore his name, 
and much else besides. 

Because itis the only arte- 
fact we have - the only proof 
of him, and also the only 
object we can be sure he 
looked at and thought about 

- even the tiniest aspects of 
it have a huge importance. 
Until there are more discov- 
eries, this is as dose as we 
are going to get 

So we have the name set 
in stone, Pontius Pilate. It 
would have been nice to have 
the praenomen too, Ludus or 
Publius or Quintus; although 


it did not mean much to Ro- 
mans, it somehow makes 
them more complete to us. 
But never mind. We also have 
his title, Proefecfus Judaeae. 
This is important, and not just 
because it settles the debate 
about what he called himself. 

The word “prefect" had a 
military tang to it; this man 
was not just an administrator 
ora revenue-raiser; but also, 
when required, a fighter on 
horseback on the wilder 
fringes of the empire. Pilate 
often looks like an effete 
lawyer in the endless paint- 
ings of the trial of Jesus, but 
he ended his career in Judea 
just as a prefect should, 
commanding cavalry putting 
down an insurrection in 
Samaria with sufficient vio- 
lence to get himself recalled 
to Rome. 

The chief word on the in- 
scription is something of a 
puzzle: Tiberieum. It appears 
to mean a complex of build- 
ings in honour of Tiberius, 
centring round a temple 
where his image was wor- 
shipped, like the Caesareum 
in Alexandria. If that is what 
it was, it is the only one 
recorded, and Pilate may 
even have made up the name 
himself Suetonius says that 
Tiberius did not like to be 
worshipped as a god, but 
he allowed it in the further- 
flung bits of the empire. So 
here is Pilate audaciously, 
even rashly, honouring his 
emperai; as both Josephus 
and Philo tell us he did on 
other occasions. Was he sim- 


ply being an arch-sycophant, 
or did he mean it? Or was he 
moved by a mixture of both 
feelings? Whichever it was, 
it gives a new frisson to 
the reported taunt by the 
Jews at Christ’s trial: “If you 
let this man go, you are not 
Caesar's friend." 

The engraving of Tiber- 
ieum is evenly and soberly 
done. Not so the nam e of Pi- 
late himself There the letters 
jiggle up and down, with the 
Ts and the Is of Pontius 
Pilatus taller than the rest 
The effect is untidy, even 
light-hearted. This looks like 
a man who is following a 
fashion of some sort, but is 
also confident enough to in- 
dulge himself It looks like a 
man who might, on some 
occasions, dance. 

It is fairly miraculous that 
the stone should have sur- 
vived at alL The sea could 
have worn the lettering away. 
The builders who subse- 
quently used it, when the 
Tiberieum itself had fallen 
into ruin, could have cut it in 
such a way that the name 
was illegible. It mi gh t have 
been thrown away as rubble, 
never recovered. As it is, 
it seems almost incredible: 
our one physical link to the 
man who, Christians believe, 
gave the human order that 
brought about mankind's 
eternal salvation. 

Ann Wroe is the author of 
TUate: the biography of an 
invented man 5 (Jonathan 
Cape, £18.99) 


Today is the still turning 
centre of the world 


TODAY. IF we are not distract- 
ed by the usual pleasures of a 
bank holiday weekend, we 
remember the most extraordi- 
nary sabbath in history: the 
day of rest that separated the 
Friday on which Jesus died 
and the Sunday on which he 
returned alive. It is a hiatus so 
marked that it has made the 
turning-point of history - God’s 
engagement with death and 
conquest of it - seem like two 
distinct events, with their own 
respective theologies. 

In our present culture, which 
is generally so intolerant of 
delay, there are still occasions 
when we like to wait, if only 
for a moment We enjoy the 
timin g of the comedian who 
allows our false expectations 
to form before he demolishes 
them with his punchline. We ap- 
preciate the way the film-maker 
spins out the seconds between 
the leap and the landing to 
build the suspense and our 
eventual relief 

And so. in theory, we might 
account for this Saturday- The 
Resurrection, after all, is the 
ultimate comic reversal, the 
supreme coup de theatre, and 
God might be allowed to keep 
the world fooled just for a 
day. But the story of that first 
Easter weekend is a story of 
real people plunged into real 
grief and despair. 

In his deeply painful poem 
~1 Am", John Clare spoke of 
“the vast shipwreck of my life’s 
esteems’*. It is, I suspect, an 
apt description of what the 
friends and followers of Jesus 
were experiencing. 

“We had hoped," one of them 
was to say on the Sunday in the 
famous encounter on the road 
to Emma us, “that he was the 
one who was going to redeem 
Israel" - and in that messianic 
faith was invested all that their 
hearts desired for themselves, 
their families, their nation and 
the world. 

Everything that matters in 
life they had expected Jesus to 
accomplish for them. It is diffi- 
cult to imagine - after his exe- 
cution in the most horrific and 
degrading way that contempo- 
rary civilisation could devise - 
what consolation might have 
remained to them. 

Why, then, did Jesus delay to 
put an end to their misery? 
Perhaps there was a practical 


reason, to prove that he 
was truly dead before he re- 
vealed that he was truly alive. 
Perhaps, to God’s perfect sense 
of timing, a day is only a frac- 
tion of a second. But the ques- 
tion seems relevant because 
it is this day of hiatus, when 
all the passion of Passiontide 
has been drained away, that 
resonates most strongly with 
our own times. 

History, so the political 
philosopher Francis Fukuya- 
ma tells us, has ended - with- 
out the denouement Jesus 
promised. Its final resolution, it 
seems, is not the triumph of 
cosmic good and the realisation 
of the kingdom of God on earth, 
but the global ascendancy of 

ARGUMENTS 

FOR 

EASTER 

HUW SPANNER 

Between the agony of 
Good Friday and the 
ecstasy of Easter Day 
lies the silence of this 
fallow Saturday. 
But listen carefully 
and you will hear the 
sound of laughter 


liberal capitalism and the 
magic kingdom of Disney. Like 
the disciples, we are retreating 
into our little communities, 
looking for reassurance where 
we can no longer find vision 
or purpose. How appropriate, 
some might say, if there is 
no room for Jesus in the 
Mill ennium Dome: 2,000 years 
after he claimed to be the re- 
deemer and lord of the world, 
tiie mirage of peace and justice 
still shimmers out of reach, 
and we are about to enter 
the 2lst century AD (“of our 
Lord") without faith, without 
meaning and with only the 
most limited aspirations - a 
cure for cancer; perhaps, and 
some decent television. 

This withering of hope is, I 
imagine, what TS. Eliot had in 
mind in “The Hollow Men". 


Humankind has waited too 
long: the shadow that falls 
“between the idea and the re- 
ality, between the motion and 
the act” has stretched and 
stretched until our strength 
has given out We cannot com- 
plete the statement of faith 
“For Thine is the Kingdom" or 
even finish the tired complaint 
that life hangs heavy. The end 
of the world is a state of ener- 
vation. No wonder that the 
most zealous churches tend 
to be those that expect the 
apocalypse now: it is difficult 
to keep your light burning if you 
are wondering whether the 
darkness will last for another 
20 centuries. 

The Saturday between Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday - a 
sabbath without hope or con- 
solation for those first followers 
of Jesus - stands for all the 
centuries that have followed 
No matter whether life is more 
comfortable or more secure - 
or, even, more rewarding - 
than it was in Jesus's day: the 
point is that the kingdom has 
not come. 

Whether or not the rest of 
the world has been listening to 
the “good news", that the exile 
of the human race is over and 
all of creation is reconciled to 
its Creator the Church has an- 
nounced it, and announced it 
again, and announced it again 
- and still the promised reso- 
lution has failed to materialise. 
Alienation has become the 
hallmark of our culture. Cre- 
ation is “groaning in travail” 
still, and now more loudly than 
ever. No wonder the smile 
seems to be frozen on the faces 
of many Christians. 

Is this all that we have to look 
forward to? An endless vista of 
days without meaning? To- 
morrow and tomorrow and to- 
morrow? No. The lesson of this 
Saturday is that, whether we 
are waiting faithfully for it or 
not, a day wfll break which will 
be the last - and that day will 
reveal that the victory of Jesus 
is indeed already complete. We 
do not know - and perhaps it is 
beyond our comprehension - 
why that punchline has been 
so long delayed. But when it 
comes, the sound of triumph 
will be the roar of laughter; 

Huw Spanner is publisher of 
‘Third Way ’ magazine 
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Now that’s 
what they 
call music 


What happens when you give 10 writers and cartoonists 
free rein to compile and illustrate their own CD? 
Something surprising, predictable, innovative and 
revelatory. Andy Gill spoke to Hunter S Thompson, 
Gilbert Shelton and Savage Pencil about their choices 







P erhaps because both 
music and litera- 
ture, unlike paint- 
ing, are experienced 
as they unfold 
through time, music 
has traditionally 
held a special position in the affec- 
tions of writers. Carlyle described it 
rather sweetly, as the speed) of an- 
gels, while Goethe, with typical Teu- 
tonic hyperbole, claimed that music 
gave the “dignity of art” its very hip- 
est expression. Shakespeare prob- 
ably put it best when he wrote: 
“The man that hath no music in him- 
self, Nor is mov’d with concord of 
sweet sounds, Is fit for treasons, 
stratagems and spoils... Let no 
such man be trusted." 

Subsequent eras have seen no 
dimming of the ardour felt by writ- 
ers for sweet music, reaching a 
peak of aesthetic symbiosis in the 
Fifties, as beat wordsmiths like 
Jack Kerouac tried to develop ex- 
temporised prose riffs to mimic the 
way that Charlie Parker bebopped 
around with a tune. But the rela- 
tionship between the two media 
has probably never been as dose as 
it became in the Sixties, the decade 
in which, thanks to the influence of 
Bob Dylan and The Beatles (and the 
comparatively dismal standard of 
movies), music and words became 
the primary modes of expression 
through which a generation defined 
itself and the wane around it 
It’s entirely appi.priate, then, 
that the 10 writers and cartoonists 
featured in the first ha .eh of EMTs 
Songbooks series shovld either be 
icons of the Sixties, o* moulded by 
that era. Styled to rec* mble a book, 
each CD features mi ric chosen by 
an individual writer o reflect their 
personality in someway. Some choic- 
es provoke idle questions - how did 
Iain Banks square his taste for both 
Jethro Tull and The Sex Pistols back 
in 1977? - while others manage to be 
both predictable and revelatory; 
knowing that the cartoonist Robert 
Crumb is a fanatical collector of 
dance-band 78s from the Twenties, for 
instance, still doesn't prepare you for 
the joyous delirium of the 24 exam- 
ples he's compiled on his lovingly 
packaged That’s What I CaU Sweet 
Music. Others accurately convey 
tire quixotic nature of selectors such 
as Ralph Steadman (Spike Jones, 
Leonard Cohen, Beethoven, Billie 
Holiday! and Ivor Cutler (Mahalia 
Jackson, Bartok, boogie-woogie, 
Arvo Part and world music). 

Only occasionally are the selec- 
tions at variance with what you 


would expect Y ju might imagine, far 
instance, that the creator of those 
celebrated hippie icons The Fabu- 
lous Firry Freak Brothers would 
choose wall-to-wall psychedelia and 
drug songs, but Gilbert Shelton’s 
Honky Soul, Race Music, Hard Bop 
& Anachronic Jazz - another beau- 
tifully-packaged offering - tracks in- 
stead the cartoonist's obsessions 
from an earlier era, blending R&B 
classics, comedy songwriters and 
cool jazz sounds from his Fifties 
childhood in Houston. 

Shelton’s taste for comedy songs 
such as Hoagy Carmichael’s “Hong 
Kong Blues” and Tom Lehrer’s 
“Hie Irish Ballad", is all but insup- 
portable today. “It's a special genre 
that kind of peaked in the Fifties,” 
he acknowledges. “Maybe nothing’s 


7 have to unite to 
music, ' says 
Thompson. T have 
to get a rhythm ’ 


funny any more! Tom Lehrer 
claimed that the success of Bob 
Dylan killed off both the folk song 
and topical song in one fell swoop." 

The decline of the topical come- 
dy song, however was probabty due 
more to the form’s dilettante distance 
from its subject-mattei; as the Sixties 
got up dose and personal. No writer 
reflects theimmedkuy of that era bet- 
ter than the gonzo journalist Hunter 
S Thompson, inspired protagonist of 
a thousand legendary scrapes, and 
deviant analyst of his country’s de- 
generate progress through four 
decades. Hunter’s compilation 
Where Were You When The Fun 
Stopped? is stuffed with images of es- 
cape and outsiderdom- from “White 
Rabbit” and “Spirit in the Sky*, to 
Robert Mitchum’s moonshine 
odyssey “Ballad of Thunder Road” - 
that skilfully evoke the counter-cul- 
tural Zeitgeist of the Sixties. 

For Thompson, music is indis- 
pensable to his creative process. “I 
have to write to music,”, he ex- 
plains. “If I don't hear the music, I 
don’t tike it; I have to get a rhythm. 
I must have worn out three or four 
tapes of The Rolling Stones' GetYer 
Ya-Yas Out! when I was writing 
Fear& Loathing In Las Ifepas. I con- 
sider myself a musician - but with 
a different keyboard!” 

Thompson approached the se- 
lection process as a kind of musical 
diary, choosing songs that recalled 


different periods of his life. Howlin’ 
Wolfs “I Smell a Rat” - which could 
be his signature tune, if you think 
about it - was, he claims, “a big in- 
fluence on me when I was a teenage 
juvenile delinquent”, and “American 
Pie” was his “Saigon song", a re- 
minder of his time in Vietnam. His 
old Mend Jimmy Buffett’s “Why 
Don’t We Get Drunk” - which could 
be his signature tune, if you think 
about it- is a reminder of their time 
together in Key Wssti'Thst boats on 
the ocean at ni gh t - ah yeah! I like 
to do that'”), while Herbie Mann's 
version of “Battle Hymn of the Re- 
public”, which doses the album on 
-a wistful note, served as Thompson’s 
official campaign song when he ran 
for sheriff ofAspeninthe Seventies. 
But there are, he claims, some glar- 
ing omissions, most notably Van 
Morrison and, of course, the Stones. 
“Just licensing that stuff is so hard,” 
he says. “We just barely got Bob 
Dylan on there at the last second.” 

The Dylan song in question is “Mr 
Tambourine Man”, whose aspira- 
tional qualities are neatly balanced 
later on by The Band’s “The Weight", 
perhaps the most sophisticated evo- 
cation of the disillusion that afflict- 
ed the same generation a few years 
later. “Absolutely!” concurs Thomp- 
son. “You have to keep in mind that 
a lot of these songs are from that era 
when everybody we voted for and 
thought was gonna change thing s, 
that represented the better angels of 
our nature, was killed. So these 
songs reflect a sadness with what 
could have been - a disillusionment, 
yes, you might well say that 

“I guess it’s all about growing up 
and getting over it," he cpndudes. 
“Only the realty crazy, or the very 
lucky, go to their graves believing in 
all the high things. You don’t get any 
wiser or better as you get older. 
That’s why these songs are kinda sad, 
'cause it reflects that melancholy." 

The other side of the coin to that 
generational melancholy is rage, 
most accurately reflected here in the 
punk cartoonist Savage Pencil’s The 
AntiQuack, on which music by Cap- 
tam Beefheart, Faust Sun Ra and Viv 
StanshaU illustrates a scabrous, vis- 
ceral narrative concerning Dead 
Duck, an old SP cartoon character 

“It was a way of making some 
thing a bit different out of the brief 
that Td been given, using this Dead 
Duck character" explains Sav, aka 
Edwin Pouncey. 

“I realised that it wasn't going to 
make much sense with just this 
music and these drawings, so I 
wrote a narrative and made it into 



an aural mini-movie, and got my 
next-door neighbour Rob Brown, 
who does voice-overs for Lynx after- 
shave, to narrate the story.” 

The CD is not Pouncey is at pains 
to point out a definitive account of 
his own musical character “The 
Dead Duck character came out 
through listening to really bad 
gangs ta rap records," he says, “but 
to have included a bad gangsta rap 
track would have been too obvious. 
And it just wouldn’t fit The idea was 
to make this thing that flows, and 1 
hope it does. I’m particularly proud 
of the way the Quicksilver Messen- 
ger Service and the fhust track col- 
lide: it’s an attempt to give bad-trip 
karma a sound, to suggest what's 
happening in the duck's diseased 


brain, done with a Carl Stalling, 
Loony Tunes-type mentality.” 

The next step, Pouncey explains, 
is to present The AntiQuack as a live 
show at the ICA, with a rock band 
playing and Brown narrating. “I 
want to extend it further, beyond the 
comic-book format," he says. “Be- 
cause I don't want to draw comics any 
more. It's too time-consuming, like 
writing a novel, and by the time 
you've got it out nobody wants to 
read it anyway because it isn't The 
X-Men or something boring like that 
Whereas the spoken word thing is in- 
teresting because you can make 
your own visuals up in your mind, as 
you do when you read a book Or the 
way rock music used to be before 
bloody pop videos came along and 


robbed you of your imagination.” 

Therein, I believe, lies the ulti- 
mate value of this Songbooks series, 
as reminders of what things were 
like before the tyranny of the mov- 
ing image had completely colonised 
consumers’ imaginations- When de- 
tractors criticise TV movies and 
computer games, the talk is invari- 
ably of content of the desensitising 
effect of representations of sex and 
violence; but the real danger sure- 
ty ties much deeper, inherent in the 
very nature of the delivery system 
itself For u n l ik e music and litera- 
ture, both of which act as spurs to 
the imagination, retying on the con- 
sumer to bring the raw material to 
life through their own visualisa- 
tions. screen-based media allow no 


interpretation other than that pre- 
sented on screen. 

It’s a diametrically opposed effect 
the difference between an outgoing, 
centrifugal attitude and an ins ular, 
centripetal one, and it represents per- 
haps the greatest factor separating 
today's Disneyfied. merchandise- 
hungry youth from the generation re- 
sponsible for the cultural explosion 
of the Sixties. We shall not see its Dke 
again, because nowadays, ironically, 
we are only allowed to see. 

Apocalypse Culture is at the ICA 
today from 2.30pm to midnight in- 
cluding performances by Ivor Cut- 
ler, Robert Crumb, Gilbert Shelton 
and Savage Pencil. Infbrrnation: 
0171-930 3647 






' ft ,■* : . 



INDEPENDENT 

TALLINN CITY BREAK 

Departures May - September 1999 
3 nights from only £349 


A (and of great natural beauty 
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comfort. Included in the price 
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Still waters 


KURT WEELES Der SUbersee 

( The SUveriake, with a libretto 
by Georg Kaiser) opened in 
Germany just after Hitler be- 
came chancellor in 1933. Nine 
days later the Reichstag went 
up in flames, and further per- 
formances of The Silverlake 
(and much else besides) were 
banned Shortly after. Well] fled 
Germany, never to return. Can 
we, or should we, forget the 
work’s originating context? Of 
course not, but like any opera. 
The Silverlake now needs to 
make its way in our world. 

Congratulations, then, to 
BroornhiH Opera for staging it, 
in foil i that's a rarity), in a new 
translation by Rory Bremner, 
and for doing so at Wilton’s, a 
Victorian music hall, the sur- 
vival of which is almost as 
miraculous as anything that 
happens in The Silverlake. 
Broomhill plans to make 
Wilton’s a fully functioning 
venue for both Tower Hamlets 
and the wider community, and 
while it still needs plenty of 
work, its present distressed 
grandeur is wholly appropriate 
for the decaying world we see 
in The SUveriake. 

Weill and Kaiser subtitled 
the opera “a winter's fairy tale" 
and its fantastic elements, suf- 


OPERA 

DER SILBERSEE 

WILTON'S MUSIC HALL 
LONDON 

fused with a beseeching opti- 
mism, set it apart from the 
works that Weill wrote with 
Bertolt Brecht. Weill’s music 
achieves an expansive lyricism 
that prefigures what he wrote 
after settling in America in 
1935, but it remains a piece 
from the composer's German 
period, the greatest according 
to some, more profound than 
The Threepenny Opera, more 
humane than Mahaganny. 
Gordon Anderson's production 
here is perhaps too tentative to 
confirm its greatness, but it’s 
an honourable attempt. 

The work itself mixes 
speech, song and melodrama in 
a way that demands singing 
actors and acting singers, and 
If Anderson’s young cast is 
sometimes outfaced by both 
dramatic and musical de- 
mands, nobody is anything less 
than wholehearted. 

The translation isn’t overly 
Bremnerised; the dialogue (too 
often shouted rather than spo- 
ken) is rather ponderous, but 
a sprinkling of topicalisms do 


enough to bridge then and now. 

The lottery as deus ex 
machine reminds us that our 
world isn't that far removed 
from that of The SUveriake. and 
Thomas Hadley’s designs clev- 
erly incorporate flickering TV 
screens to represent the silver 
lake across which, as in the bib- 
lical exodus, our two indigent 
“heroes" escape. But relevance 
alone isn’t enough, and what 
this production shows is just 
how powerful Weill’s music re- 
mains, from the searing abra- 
sions of Fennimore's “Ballad of 
Caesar’s Death”, affeetingly 
sung by Ai McGregor, to the 
vengeance aria of the impris- 
oned Severin (Michael Hart- 
Davis. whose lyrical tenor was 
a mite taxed). 

What works best, though, is 
the 28-piece orchestra, posi- 
tioned under the balcony for 
maximum aural impact and 
conducted with electrifying the- 
atricality by Charles HazJe- 
wood. Here no allowance is 
needed: this is modern drama, 
breathing fire in a world where 
too much is lukewarm. 

Nick Kimberley 

Further performances at Wil- 
ton’s, Grace's Alley, London El 
(01 71-702 9555) to April 18 


Arts Diary 

David lister 


WHO SAID Chris Smith and 
his Culture Department 
hadn't mastered the art of 
spin? Mr Smith proved 
himself worthy of Shane 
Warne at his best this 
week as the BBC, ITV and 
a clutch of newspapers ah 
reported that he had 
“announced” that children 
would be allowed in free to 
museums this Easter 
In fact, the 

“announcement’’ came in 
the Government’s 
spending plans last 
November And what the 
“announcement" has 
masked is the difficulties 
Mr Smith is having 
persuading the charging 
museums to switch to free 
admission for adults. 

However the clever 
chap “announced” his 
news via the political 
correspondents who had 
most of their attention on 

the war and the Irish 

peace talks, well spun. sir. 

_ 

ONE MUSEUM that is 

L ° h3Ve 3 S°° d vear 
t0 a mixture of 
history and geography than 

to pnemg policy, isthe 

National Maritime 


Museum, situated on the 
spot where time, in its most 
British sense, began. Its 
director, Richard Ormond, 
is making the most of his 
institution's millennium 
associations. As the 
building includes the 
Greenwich Royal 
Observatory, he has 
approved the licensing of 
the museum's mille nnium 
logo to clients, including 
retailers of supermarket 
wines. One has even put 
down £250,000 as an 
advance against sales. So 
get plastered with a clear 
conscience. It’s all in the 
cause of museum funding. 

“ — — 

)VHO is one of the most 
jmmediate beneficiaries of 
the Oscars? David Hare. 

His play Amy's View, about 
to open in New York, has 
taken more than $4m. The 
award for Judi Dench, who 
stars m the play, has made 
New Yorkers realise that 

they ought to see hec A 

spokesman for the play 
said: “I’ve never seen ticket 

sales quite lie this. Before 

5® °S5 ars ' we were doing 
SjHHlt 570,000 a day. Now 
e are doing $100,000.” 
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Theatre as architecture 


In Geometry of Miracles, Robert Lepage explores a famous partnership. But should 
we read this as a subtle hatchet job on Frank Lloyd Wright? By Paul Taylor 


Dusty and 
candy floss 


I t was no huge surprise 
to learn that Robert 
Lepage, the French- 
Canadian theatre wiz- 
ard, had turned his 
attention to the great 
' Wisconsin-born American ar- 
chitect Frank Lloyd Wright 
a 867-1 959). 

Both men are, after an, 
!? strongly attracted to the 
Japanese. Hie earth-hugging 
horizontally of Wright's do- 
Tmestic bondings, their non- 
occidental concept of space 
, which softens the barrier be- 
tween inner and outer with 
. Abiding screens, is creatively in- 
debted to Japan. And it was a 
low-slung Japanese house that 
..." was the anchoring ini»gg> in 
Lepage’s Seven Screens of 
the Fiver Ota - his vast, H3- 
roshima-centred trek through 
the past half-century - where 
" the stretched, cinematic shape 
; of the building and the multi- 
- purpose screens were tailor- 
made for the kind of shadow 
■ play and drama through sfl- 
' houette in which this director 
delicts. 

What does come as a shock, 
; though, as you watch Geo- 
metry qfMrrades at its British 
premiere in Glasgow, is the 
extent to vhkA the sbowis less 
a homage to Wright than a 
. stealthy hatchet job. This is one 
of the more intriguing aspects 
of the evening, alongside the 
piquant irony that the event 
takes place in an auditorium in 
the SECC at Finnieston, a vast, 
soulless complex that Wright 
would have refused to recog- 
nise as a building. Gertrude 
Stein once said of the book that 
it wasn’t literature; it was 
scarcefr typing. The SECC isn’t 
architecture; it is scarcely 
brick-laying. 

Geometry of Miracles is in 
part a dramatisation of the 
creative rapport (and domestic 
tensions) between Wright and 
Georgi Gurffipff the Russian 
mystic, Composer and math - 
ematician whom the architect 
met through his cranky third 
wife, Olgivanna. At the start of 
the show, Wright in late middle 
age CXbny Guflfoyfe) is visited 
by GurdJieff in the 1 shape o£a 
naked, growling Beelzebub 




Tony Goilfbyle as Frank Lloyd Wright in Robert Lepage’s ‘Geometry of Miracles’ 


(Rodrigue Proteau) who sinu- 
ously clambers over the archi- 
tect’s drawing-board and 
endeavours to lure him into a 
Faustian pact. The diabolical 
riddle of how you make a three- 
dimensional object from a 
single continuous fine, Wright 
solves easily by drawing a 
beautiful inverted helix - the 
shape of the Guggenheim Mus- 
eum, that late masterpiece: a 
defiantly perverse, art-hating 
art gallery. Allowed by Beelze- 
bub to revisit his past Wright 
conducts us on a journey that 
becomes a catalogue raison- 
nCe of the rather unlovable 
contradictions m this man and 
his fanatical spouse. 4fed(ted to 


the ideal that architects should 
be individuals first and archi- 
tects second and that archi- 
tecture should take its cue 
from nature, W rig ht is shown to 
be the overlord of a commun- 
ity of trainees that is practically 
a totalitarian state in the jeal- 
ous, oppressive demands it 
makes on its inma tes. 

Thie to its title, the show is 
a marvel of geometry, making 
ingenious use of a tilted screen 
and patterned stage and pro- 
ceeding in sections that take 
their names (Circles, Trian- 
gles, etc) from abstract form. It 
is both witty - Johnson, the 
Thirties furniture polish mag- 
nate and Wright dient, tap- 
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dances his naive comm- un- 
ications like Jimmy Cagney in 
Foatlight Parade- and often 
sensuously beautiful, as in the 
lovely hypnotic angularity of the 
ensemble callisthenic dances, 
masterminded by Gurdjieff, 
which at one point veer dis- 
turbingly into a trance-like de- 
piction of a fatal car crash. But 
the irony that the show itself 
suffers from the very flaws 
(overweening hubristic rigidity, 
etc) that it identifies in Wright 
seems to have escaped it, and 
the script is toe-curiingly em- 
barrassing. At one point, we are 
treated to a brisk tableau his- 
tory of 20th-century Russia, 
where glancing play is made of 


KV iTona STl. 


the fact that phrases such as 
“red square” and "yellow tri- 
angle” cannot to contemporary 
ears, signify pure apolitical 
entities. The sequence only 
succeeds in exemplifying the 
dreadful weakness in Lepage's 
output - that however con- 
cerned with the non-aesthetic 
it tries to be, the work bas the 
frictionless feel of a set of 
puerile conceits engendered 
in some international transit 
lounge of the souL The suffer- 
ings of this dreadful century be- 
come unpleasantly weightless 
in this puckish world. When, at 
one stage, the well-drilled cast 
start counting backwards in 
unison, you wonder whether 


Colin McPherson 

they are trying to locate Le- 
page's emotional age. 

This director is rightly hon- 
oured for the way he develops 
and refines his theatre pieces 
over time. Geometry of Mira- 
cles will, I hope, benefit from 
this treatment Because, at the 
moment, the central image of 
Wright's drawing-board (which 
metamorphoses ingeniously 
into an adulterous bed, a grand 
piano and so on) principally re- 
minds you that a drawing- 
board is the place to which 
artists return when they 
haven’t got it right first time. 

Lomond Auditorium, SECC, 
Glasgow (0141-287 7777) 


THE DEPENDABLE super- 
ficiality of Radio 2 ensured 
that there was no undue 
prying into Dusty 
Springfield’s private life 
during last Saturday’s 
special tribute 
programme. Instead, A 
Girl Called Dusty 
concentrated on the ups 
and downs of her musical 
career Lulu, Tony Bennett 

Burt Bacharach and Elvis 
Costello stood in fine to 
pay homage to the 
inventor of British soul 
music who, at the age of 
12. shocked the nuns at 
her school by singing “The 
St Louis Blues”. 

Dusty took a lot of risks, 
disbanding the hi ghly 
successful Springfields 
just as the great 
Merseybeat wave was 
about to break over them, 
and switching within 
months to the kind of 
sound produced by The 
Exciters and the Isley 
Brothers. Her voice 
brought happiness to 
many, and there'll no doubt 
be a lot of people whistling 
"I only want to be with 
you” this Easter weekend. 

If you happen to visit a 
fairground over Easter you 
may care to ponder the 
disappearance of goldfish. 
Apparently they are no 
longer coveted by fair- 
goers, thanks mainly to the 
efforts of the RSPCA. In 
Goldfish and Candy Floss 
(Radio 2, Tuesday), an ex- 
waltzer operative, David 
Essex, told the story of 
travelling funfairs, amid 
the din of velocipedes, 
steam organs, dodgems, 
traction engines and badly 
worn pop records. All this 
racket provided a familiar 
background as the Essex 
lad interviewed veteran 
showmen. One of them 
explained how to erect a 
47ft helter-skelter while 
making allowances for 
wind conditions. The fact 
that they sometimes get 
blown over, he pointed out, 
is traditional Meanwhile, 
a gent called Arthur 
Stephens lamented 
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Magnus mills 

the passing of goldfish. 

“The showmen were 
their own worst enemy,” 
be said. The little plastic 
bags were supposed to be 
for transportation 
purposes only, as specified 
by the RSPCA, but the 
stall-holders insisted on 
displaying their goldfish 
among the fairy lights, 
where they got hot and 
died. Before plastic bags 
were introduced the 
goldfish lived in bowls 
gathered together on a 
table. “You had to pitch the 
bail into the neck of the 
bowl to win it,” said Mr 
Stephens. “And, of course, 
it frightened the fish.” 

To get some idea of how 
the goldfish must have felt 
under the bombardment, 
try Radio Yugoslavia (6185 
kHz). Wednesday night's 
10 o'clock transmission 
included graphic 
descriptions of “bombs, 
missiles and other death- 
dealing loads discharged 
by Nato”, plus an appeal to 
Kosovar Albanians “not to 
leave but to stick together 
in these hard times and 
help curb the aggression". 

The two female 
presenters talked in 
slightly wobbly tones about 
planes coming from the 
direction of Albania. 

These, they claimed, were 
armed with weapons 
banned by international 
wartime law. Earlier in the 
day Vatican Radio 
announced that a papal 
delegation was being 
dispatched immediately to 
Belgrade to help resolve 
the crisis. Perfect timing. 


THE FILM 

.UMKI.T! i.' MACLEiANE 


THE PLAY 

PRISONER OF ;ND AVENUE 


THE ALBUM 

ECHO & THE eUNNYMETvJ* 



Simon's play fails to 
attain any 

psychological depth. 



This d4but feative from 
Jake Scott, son of Rfdtej; 
sends op the 18th-century 
swashbuckler: tt follows 
the fortunes of two bad 
boys, played by Robert 
Carlyle and Johnny Lee 
Miller, as they reUeue the 
aristocracy of their riches. 


“Jake Scott is something of a 
. highwayman himself in the 
way lie steals from other 
movies,” revealed Anthony 
Quinn, adding: “This thing 
stands, just about, but it 
doesn't deliver." “Scott 
directs in an Incoherent style 
with flashes of visual flair but 
no idea how to tel! a story," 
carped the Da'ity Mail. “It 
spunds better than it plays.” 
decided the financial Times, 
while 77ie Guardian deemed 
it ‘due most unpalatable 
highwayman romance since 
Adam and the Ants’ 'Stand 
Arid Deliver’." *Anachronisms 
rip huge holes in an already • 
flimsy.plot," grumbled The 
Times. Time Out declared it 
“An enticing set-up with little 
Inspiration in the follow- 
through.".- 


Scott apes a host of superior 
movies m Plunkett & 
Madeane, though 
nothing much -. 
underpins this jC~l 
reckless borrowing. 


Plunkett & Madeane is on 
nationwide release, 
certificate IS. 101 minutes 


Ttaenty-two years on from 
The Goodbye Girl, Richard 
Drey fuss and Marsha 
Mason are reunited to 
play Mel and Edna 
In NefI Simon's 1971 
comedy about a couple's 
dissatisfaction with life 
In New York. 


“The characters are not the 
Prisoners of Second Avenue 
or New York or the human 
condition, they are che 
captives of Neil Simon’s 
complacently limited 
talent.” decided Paul Taylor. 
“Simon touches on 
psychological and social 
truths, but you feel he 
would be a better writer if 
he bowed to dramatic logic 
a little more and the 
expectations of his audience 
rather less.” noted The 
Guardian. “Dreyfuss and 
Mason go in for forms of 
cuteness that would surely 
not be allowed even in 
Hollywood.” bleated the 
Financial Times. “Hilarious 
moments but also many 
lamentable longueurs 
opined The Daily Telegraph. 


Dreyfuss and Mason 
perform with ruthless 
efficiency, but 


>cf 


The Prisoner of Second 
Avenue is at the Theatre 
Royal. Haymarket. London. 
For bookings and enquiries 
call 0171-930 8800. 


Eighties indie-rock 
legends Echo and the 
Bunnymen, headed by the 
inimitable lan McCulloch, 
follow up their 1997 
comeback album 
Evergreen with a seventh 
LP, What Are You Going to 
Do With Your Life? 


“Without che bolstering 
Britpop effect that helped 
give some context to 
Evergreen, they just sound 
rather pallid and ineffectual 
here." reflected Andy Gill, 
continuing, “Song after song 
gnaws away at weary 
conclusions and hopeful new 
beginnings." “This album is 
far better than its 
predecessor... McCulloch's 
voice has never sounded so 
heartfelt." disagreed the 
Daily Mail. “There's no 
spark, edge or tension, 
complained Time Out. while 
The Times wrote “It reveals a 
reflective side to McCulloch’s 
personality that is at odds 
with the cocksure star of 
popular legend." The NME 
insisted that “it glides with a 
beautiful... momentum." 


This ominously tided album 
reveals an appealingly 
meditative side ro 
McCulloch, though 8 
it falls short of the f~4j 

sheen of Evergreen. Jl — l 


Evergreen is out on Monday 
on London records 
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THE BOOKS INTERVIEW 


Nasty, naughty - but nice 

James Herbert, the sulphurous prince of horror yams, reveals his softer side to Peter Stanfor d 


COVER 

STORIES 



I n the front hall of his West Sussex 
home, in the shadow of the Devil's 
Dyke, James Herbert has two 
chairs that once belonged to this 
century's most notorious satanisU 
Aleister Crowley. He likes playful- 
ly to challenge guests to perch in them to 
see if they get any unpleasant vibes. Fur- 
ther down the corridor to his office, Her- 
bert points out a framed photograph of a 
sinister-looking, fleshy-faced man with 
Fifties-style slicked back hair and a wicked 
leer it is Dennis Wheatley, in his day the 
most celebrated writer of horror stories in 
the world, and a man with an insatiable and 
unpleasant interest in the occult. 

Such trappings fit neatly with 56-year- 
old Herbert’s own reputation as British pub- 
lishing^ current prince of darkness, our 
answer to Stephen King and the bestselling 
author of a string of 18 horror novels. But 
the proximity of Crowley Wheatley and the 
Devil had managed to make me decided- 
ly uneasy about Herbert himself. I was be- 
ginning to regret not leaving his address 
with a dose friend who could phone the po- 
lice if I unaccountably went missing. 

My jitters had first surfaced as I read his 
new novel Others (Macmillan. £16.99). It was 
so disturbing that I had to sit in my small 
son's bedroom, with his Tigger under my 
elbow and his Noddy cushion propping up 
my head, as if to shield myself with inno- 
cent goodness as 1 ploughed through a hell 
of abused bodies and a one-eyed limbless 
creature with a giant penis who copulates 
with the eye sockets of people he has dis- 
membered. I couldn't help but feel soiled. 

The man who has conjured up such an 
apocalyptic vision, dark and strange 
enough to rival Hieronymus Bosch's Gar- 
den of Earthly Delights, could not possibly 
be normal I had decided. Yfet, once we had 
walked on by the occult memorabilia and 
settled down to coffee and home-made car- 
rot cake, it soon became dear that James 
Herbert is a benign pussy cat. He even re- 
vealed. as if sensing my nervousness, that 
- cradle Catholic as he is - he had invited 
the local priest in to bless the house. 

A simply-dressed, slight, round-shoul- 
dered man who has never lost his East End 
accent, Herbert affects none of the Goth- 
ic flourishes, black velvet capes and wild 
eyes that go with the stereotype of a hor- 
ror writer. Indeed, he sets about deliber- 
ately to ridicule the image created by his 
writings. The Crowley chairs are intended 
as a joke, he explained, an immediate send- 
up for any visitors who believe they are en- 
tering the Hammer House of Horror 
His office, with its beige carpet, austere 
modern furniture and air of good order 
could easily belong to a successful ac- 
countant And he is certainly successful His 
books sell by the bucket-load around the 
world. Macmillan has just signed him up 
on a £ lm. - pe r-book deal And he has a ded- 
icated following of fens who will rush out 
to buy his every work as soon as it appears, 
then take to the Internet to discuss their 
dark insights into his souL 
But for Herbert, writing is much more 
than a very profitable business. Over three 
decades, he may have got used to the ne- 
glect bordering on scorn, of a literary elite 
which dismisses him as an alien species, 
but he clearly has not let this disdain dent 
a healthy self-confidence. ‘'Sure, I'm never 
going to win the Booker and I have no great 
literary pretensions," he says, “but I know 
how to write welL I do it the old-fashioned 
way with a pen and paper and I know my 
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James Herbert, a biography 


James Herbert was born In 1943. the youngest of three 
brothers, in London’s East End. where his parents ran 
fruit and vegetable stalls. Educated at a Catholic 
grammar school in Highgate. he studied at Hornsey Art 
College and worked his way up to be creative director of 
an advertising agency before publishing The Rats in 


1974. It was made into a film, as were The Survivor 
<1976), Fluke <1977) and Haunted (1988). His books have 
been translated into 33 languages and have sold 40 
million copies. He has also published illustrated graphic 
novels and collections of non-fiction. Married for over 30 
years, he has three daughters and lives in Sussex. 


spelling and grammar. And I feel that Oth- 
ers could happily stand up against anything 
written by, say, Salman Rushdie." 

The name is not pitted at random. Her- 
bert and Rushdie used to work for the same 
advertising agency, creating naughty but 
nice slogans. Both were restless and both 
aspired to write. There the similarity ends. 
At 26, Herbert shut himself away in his 
spare time and created The Rats, which in 
one particularly stomach-churning passage 
<and one that Herbert himself, later to be- 
come a father of three, now regrets i depicts 
a small baby eaten alive by rodents. 

Its publication in 1974, along with the par- 
allel rise of Stephen King across the Atlantic 
and the release of The Exorcist, marked 


something of a renaissance for the horror 
genre. The outdated Wheatley world of aris- 
tocrats with crazed laughs (often played by 
Christopher Lee) was replaced by modern, 
apparently sane people suddenly prey to 
terrifying supernatural goings-on and out- 
breaks of bone-crushing violence. 

Herbert’s image as a writer is still very 
much dictated by those early books. “Often 
m meet people who, when they realise I'm 
James Herbert will say ‘Oh we read The 
Rats and TheFbg [its best-known succes- 
sor] but after that we grew out of you'. Well 
I've grown of me in that sense. I’ve moved 
on as a writer Its just that people don't seem 
to have noticed." 

You get the distinct sense that James 


Herbert wants a new pigeonhole, and 
preferably one marked “to be taken seri- 
ously". It's a fairly common trait among 
bestselling supermarket authors. Susan 
Howatch, another star of Sainsburys in the 
Seventies, is battling to reposition herself 
as an upmarket heir to Anthony Trollope. 
Patrick O’Brian, captain of the profitable 
but unfashionable backwater of naval ad- 
ventures, has found himself likened to Jane 
Austen byAS Byatt And P D James has 
succeeded in broadening her appeal beyond 
the narrow and often enclosed world of 
crime fiction to win highfalutin plaudits. 

Herbert’s Others wears its literary al- 
lusions on its sleeve. The main action mir- 
rors the voyage through the many layers 


of Dante's Inferno. Religious 
references to redemption and rebirth 
chime in with all the regularity of the an- 
oelus bell. In other recent novels, Herbert 
has written with passion about the envi- 
ronment < Portent), about religion iShrtne), 
about the Second World War l‘4$). 

Such experiments have not so far been 
noticed by anybody but his dedicated fans, 
because outsiders tend to stumble at the 
obstacle of that stock element of horror. \et 
Herbert understandably refuses to move 
a wav entirely from the niche market he has 
done so much to create. He believes he can 
keep a foot in both cam ps. “It s one of the 
wonderful things about the horror genre," 
he sa vs. “It allows you to cover so much - 
romance, humour history, crime. 

In Others . he continues to exhibit that 
social conscience by tackling two very 
sensitive subjects: children and disability. 
The “others" are babies so deformed at 
birth that their parents are told they are 
dead - but they are kept by wicked doctors 
for cruel experiments. Herbert insists in an 
end-note (“lest I be accused of posses sing 
an inordinately warped imagination”) that 
he has real evidence of such a practice in 
an East End hospitaL 

Yet, in conversation, he admits it hap- 
pened many years ago and that the com- 
bination of routine ante-natal scanning and 
legalised abortion - which he ‘‘loathes" - 
rnakps his storyline implausible in modem 
Britain. However: he reaches into his desk 
draw to produce a newspaper cutting to 
show that there are wards of severely dis- 
abled and abandoned children in Russia and 
the developing world. His concern for 
their fate is dearly genuine and. because 
it stands in such stark contrast to his usual 
cynicism, quite moving. An idealist hidden 
behind the brutal world of his novels. Her- 
bert keeps his charitable activities private 
but does much for underprivileged children. 

His depiction of disability - in particu- 
lar in his main character; private investi- 
gator Nick Dismas. and his love-interest, 
Charlotte - win be more controversial Even 
in a post-HodcQe world of sensitivity Her- 
bert is happy to admit that he is not polit- 
ically correct on the subject He talks of 
cripples and Hahns that it is patronising to 
do-anything else. Fbr Herbert disability is 
a lifetime’s burden, a daily grind that dom- 
inates every waking hour. “People may put 
on a front but if you're born diseased or 
abnormal then it is a hindrance to life." 

That negative picture is to some extent 
relieved by the book’s uplifting ending. As 
a moral tale, albeit one of a decidedly old- 
fashioned variety. Others is perhaps more 
easily identifiable than some of his other 
books. But Herbert feels that all of them 
contain a moral message that counterbal- 
ances what might otherwise be a roll in the 
gutter of lurid fantasies. And that is the fas- 
cinating things about him: the combination 
of a strong moral sense - he does not for 
instance, allow his 15-year-old daughter to 
read most of his books - with a boundless 
and disturbing imagination. 

It's a circle that can’t quite be squared. 
Why commit such details to paper if you 
consider them dangerous for some poten- 
tial readers and when you know that many 
of them ignore any trace of a message? But 
the very fact that Herbert is so acutely 
aware of these contradictions is in itself in- 
teresting. It signals that there is something 
more than meets the eye about both the 
man and, lurking behind the blood and guts 
that spill over every page, about his books. 


AS FAR as anyone knows. 
Princess Diana left behind no 
diaries that an enterprising 
publisher might turn into a 
book. However; she has 
apparently been busy in the 
hereafter; dictating her 
thoughts to “channelier" Rita 
Eide, whose book The Celestial 
Voice of Diana is already a 
bestseller in Norway. Cautious 
at first, the Findhora Press - 
the publishing arm of the long- 
established alternative 
community in Moray, Scotland 
- decided to go ahead after 
Divine Providence or some 
such had caused the proposal 
to turn up three times in the 
mqii it seems that Diana came 
“on the line" to Eide within 
days of her untimely death and 
“asked" her to write a book. 
How appropriate, say flndhom, 
that a woman who in life 
“declared herself ambassador- 
at-large should, beyond death, 
become an ambassador of the 
soul". Diana and Eide are now 
at work on a second volume. 
Meanwhile. Findhora has sent 
a copy to her ex-husband, 
hoping for a comment. And, as 
if that isnt enough, the book 
world is buzzing with rumours 
that James Hewitt, another of 
Diana's unsuitable men, is at 
last at work on a memoir. 


A TRUE sporting hero has set 
to work on his memoirs. Sir 
Stanley Matthews, who retired 
from football aged 50 and is 
now 84, this week signed with 
Headline for what, in the circs, 
is a modest advance of around 
£250,000. Sir Stanley has 
trenchant views on today's 
game and his book is not 
expected to pull punches. 


WITH MEN are from Mars... still 
high in the charts, a tongue-in- 
cheek proposal is doing the 
rounds. Women are from 
Venus. Men are from HeU is 
having a hard time finding a 
publisher however, male-led 
sales teams are not amused. 


ONE COULD be forgiven for 
thinking that HarperCollins is 
an outpost of Toiy Central 
Office, what with Archer and 
Thatcher and, this autumn, the 
autobiography of John Major. 
Now they are also publishing In 
the Firing Line, the memoirs of 
the former Tory chairman Sir 
Brian Mawhinney. He’s out of 
the stalls in September, and his 
book will “explore the Christian 
principles he seeks to live by". 
Discuss. Major's coming opus, 
unleashed into the conference 
season, is shaping up to be 
tougher than anticipated - 
candid, unsparing and “frank 
about tiie civil war that 
emerged within his own party”. 


The Uterator 


Shards of a shattered city I Love in a cold climate 


Seen from a mythical age, far in the future, London today looks like a 
bad dream. John Clute celebrates one major writer’s flight of fancy... 


..but Michele Roberts finds that another leading novelist has filled her 
fable of a new Ice Age with too many tracts, and nof enough to ne;™, - 


TO MISUNDERSTAND the past 
it is not only necessary to have 
one in mind. There must also 
be an intuition that the past is 
ultimately unfathomable. This 
intuition postdates Edward 
Gibbon, and it postdates Sir 
Walter Scott as weH Not until 
the discovery of geological time 
did we begin to imagine that our 
past was unknowable: and that 
our world, too, might turn into 
fairytales. 

Tb write as though we were 
potential denizens of a faerie 
world became, soon enough, a 
tradition. A novel like John 
Ames Mitchell's The Last 
American (1889) could, three 
years after its erection, treat the 
Statue of Liberty as an icon fu- 
ture visitors would comically 
misconstrue. The 20th century, 
in Aldous Huxley’s Brave New 
World (1932), is savagely dis- 
torted. America, in Robert 
Nathan's The Weans (i960), is 
radically misunderstood by ar- 
chaeologists of the far future as 
they sift through its junk. 

Peter Ackroyd’s The Plato 
Papers, which is set two thou- 
sand years hence, comes as a 
very late example of this tradi- 
tion. It is almost certainly the 
finest example of its sort ar- 
ticulate, comic, wise, delicate, 
melancholy, exquisite. It si- 
multaneously deconstructs the 
story of the past, and humbly 



The Plato Papers 

by Peter Ackroyd 

Cham & Wind us. El 5.99. 14Qpp 


builds its own myth. In short, 
this is a carefully-pulsed breath 
of a book, with an impact that 
sneaks into one’s dreams. 

There have been five Ages of 
the world, it proposes: the Age 
of Orpheus (3500-300 BC); the 
Age of the Apostles (300 BC- 
1500 AD); theAgeofMouldwarp 
<1500-2300 AD); the Age of Wit- 
spell (2300-3400 AD): and the 
Present when a young, can- 
tankerous being named Plato is 
appointed Orator of London, a 
region of the mind founded by 
Brutus and warded by Gog and 
Magog. The (fiat) world is an 
animate sounding board via 
which “tokens of events, per- 
haps many thousands of years 
old.” attempt to reconfigure 


themselves into memory. 

It is Plato’s task to shape 
these tokens of the distant past 
into contemplatable form. He 
addresses fas fellow beings, 
who seem both corporeal and 
consubstantial with angels, and 
who cannot understand bow 
their ancestors could survive 
imprisoned within three di- 
mensions and tied to time. 
Through dialogues and ora- 
tions - both cunningly similar 
to our own Platonic discourses 
- he focuses attention on the 
terrible centuries of Mould- 
warp, when humans lived on a 
constricted ball of Earth sur- 
rounded by imaginary stars. 

He explicates a novel “On 
the Origin of Species by Means 
of Natural Selection, by 

Charles D ", Its quixotic 

hero, obsessed by “natural se- 
lection”. seems to Plato a cre- 
ation of genius on the part of 
Dickens, a perfect parody of the 
“blind pretensions” of Mould- 
warp humanity, which deems it- 
self the pinnacle of “evolution". 

He analyses a “comic hand- 
book” on the proper perfor- 
mance of jokes by the great 
pantomime artist, Sigmund 
Freud. He attempts to under- 
stand Mouldwarp London 
through a fragment of angelic 
moving images known only as 
the “Hitchcock Frenzy”. He 
dissects a region called Amer- 


ica through an iconic figure 
known only as E A Poe, short 
for “Eminent American Poet". 
And he constructs a glossary of 
Mouldwarp terms <“*sexist’: a 
proponent of the notion that 
there were only two, or, at 
most, three sexes”). 

Fbr a space, then. The Plato 
Papers is an extremely funny 
exercise in the Martian-Sends- 
a-Postcard-Home mode; but 
the people of Mouldwarp - who 
have “been taught that they 
were the ‘consumers’ of the 
world" - do indeed inhabit 
something like Plato's Cave. 
Soon the stars and sun, which 
reflect from the walls of the 
cave intimations of humani- 
ty’s dread imprisonment go 
out Only after mass anguish do 
the denizens understand they 
have been trapped under- 
ground, and turn to the light 

Plato him sell, gadfly and ro- 
mancer voyages to an inner 
cave, where he finds the Lon- 
don of Mouldwarp, which much 
resembles the urban-fantasy 
London created in previous 
books by Ackroyd, Iain Sinclair 
and other mythologists of the 
Stink. He returns, is tried for 
subversion, is found innocent 
but leaves heaven anyway. 

And The Plato Papers spins 
into dream. This dream is a 
velleity: but it is also too deep 
for tears. 


DORIS LESSING'S previous two 
books were volumes of autobi- 
ography, enthralling and satis- 
fying accounts of her life, loves 
and politics up to the early Sa- 
ties. They coloured in the back- 
ground to the complex person 
who so often seems to act as a 
sibyl for our times, foretelling 
the future with wildly inspired 
guesswork as though she had 
a third, magical ear pressed to 
the alarming ground. In fact, 
the sibylline divining is closely 
linked to hard study of our 
troubled century, to the posing 
of difficult questions, to her 
Sufi-styie determination to look 
below the surface of our com- 
mon-sense assumptions and 
winkle out what else might be 
going on. 

Lessing seems to define the 
Zeitgeist as much as she de- 
scribes it whatever her form. 
In this latest book she returns 
to fiction, to the sort of story- 
telling she refined in the Cano- 
pus tn Argos: Archives series. 
In the early Eighties, she wrote 
a stience-fiction-cum-folktale 
account of a looming ice age. 
The Making of The Represen- 
tative for Planet S, and now she 
returns in Mara and Dann to 
that theme of the world threat- 
ened with disaster 

In her foreword, Lessing 
charmingly recounts how her 
son Peter came in to tell her 



Mara and Dann: 
an adventure 

by Doris Lessing 

Flamingo. £16.99. 407pp 


that he had just been liste ning 
on the radio to a tale of an or- 
phaned brother and sister who 
had all kinds of adventures, suf- 
fered a hundred vicissitudes, 
and ended up living happily 
ever after. 

He suggested to her that she 
write something similar. Less- 
ing, recognising the archetype 
of what she calls the oldest 
story in Europe (also found in 
most cultures right across the 
world), was able to reply that 
she was doing just that and had 
nearly finished it. 

With this kind of global au- 
thority, the tone of her narrative 
is utterly assured and knowl- 
edgeable. She describes the 


novel as an attempt to imagine 
what some of the consequences 
might be when the next Ice Age 
begins, but her account has so 
successfully converted imagi- 
nation into reality that there is 
little room for the reader to 
speculate, question or wonder 
All you can do is sit back and ac- 
cept what you are told. 

Rather than feeling you are 
really embarking on an adven 
ture, you sense that your role 
is to imbibe lessons. The nar- 
rator certainly knows the out- 
come and is always a few steps 
ahead. This is the novel as ex- 
position. and it expounds some 
Painful truths. 

Lessing, wryly generous as 
ever, is well aware of how her 
audience may resent this: 
Mara knew this resentment 
well: it was what people feel 
when being asked to take in too 
much that threatens their idea 
ot themselves, or their world” 

Most of the story is told 
faom Mara’s point of view. We 
Follow her through war, en- 
forced migration, famine, slav- 
ery, entrapment in a brothel 
experiences of love and com- 
radeship, to an ending that 
J^aps up history lessons wiffi 
hopes for the future 

Certain^, mostof these mo- 
^ as Lessing remarks, can be 
found in our world treasury of 
narratives, whether Lhesean? 


saints’ lives or toy tales. The 
distinctive note is sounded by 
the slightly flat prose employed 
for the telling, which never al- 
ters in tone, by the structuring 
of the story through the reiter- 
ation of “and Mara saw”, and fay 
Lessing's sharp eye for human 
foibles and failings. With Mara, 
we learn to try to question our 
own ideas of intelligence and 
memory, to be more open- 
minded. to see things from 
other points of view. 

Much as I admire Doris 
^rk fa general I 
a ^cult novel to 

f I Si Thl8 Z* 8 part}} ' because 

advances slowly, one 
described and de- 

ShL ei T de aBer “"thee 

wth the plot seemingly based 

evente™«E, P Progression of 
vents ra ther than being driven 

by the curiosity or de- 
stre of its protagonists. 

a J*!f. nce fiedon and fantasy 
^ th a ? y favourite genres. I 
thom h ? resentful learner 
SSL 1 *** 1 "* describes, re- 
I th ® Iea P Of faith re- 
c l Uire d. I am not, I regret, a sood 
enough reader for this brave 
nov el which I am 
af ^ find the enthusiastic 
audience which it deserves. 
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Big messages from the small voice of truth 


David Cesarani wonders why the bestselling record of one bright teenager’s fate has come to stand for all the horrors of the Holocaust 


IF THE Holocaust has one sym- 
bolic victim who apparently 
evokes the horror of racial per- 
secution and mass murder that 
person is Anne Frank. Yet this 
talented 15-year-old, who died 
miserably in Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp two weeks 
before it was liberated, is an in- 
appropriate representative. 
Nearly half of the Jews who per- 
ished due to Nazi policy were 
shot to death in Eastern Eu- 
rope. Two -thirds of victims 
came from the Yiddish -speak- 
ing Jewish civilisation of Inland 
and Russia. About one tenth of 
these died of starvation, disease 
or 01-treatment in the ghettos. 

By contrast, Anne Frank 
was bom in Germany in 1929 
and grew up mainly in wnlian^ 
where her family moved to es- 
cape persecution. Forced mi- 
gration was difficult even for a 
bright adaptable child, but 
Anne surmounted the chal- 
lenges. She was not touched 


again by Nazi malevolence until 
summer 1941, a year after the 
Germans overran Holland. 
Nazi policy had tightened 
around the Dutch Jews and 
the refugees. 

Like other Jews, Anne was 
forced out of her state school 
When the Nazis began sum- 
moning Jews for “labour in 
the East”, her father took his 
family into hiding; he had gar- 
nered enough information to 
make him fear the worst 
Thanks to a team of courageous 

helpers, the family endured 

until August 1944, when they 
were betrayed Anne, herssstec 
father and mother were on the 
last train to Auschwitz from the 
Westerbork tr ansi t camp. 

Having survived several 
months in Auscbwitz-Birke- 
nau, Anne - already weakened 
by hunger and hard labour - 
died in Belsen from typhus. 
Separated from her parents, 
' she had watched helplessly 


as her older sister expired 
Anne's physical extinction 
alone, in agony amid squalor 
and neglect, was typical and 
seems inexorable, but in other 
ways her experience was 
anomalous. Her iconic status 
calls for explanation but these 
two books, which richly docu- 
ment her life and death, depend 
too ipuch on the myth of Anne 
Frank to deconstruct it 
Otto Frank was a cos- 
mopolitan, Liberal Jew. He 
never denied his Jewishness, 
but downplayed it After he re- 
turned from Auschwitz, the 
sole r emnan t of his family, he 
was surprised to discover from 
Anne’s diary that in her last 
year she had become preoccu- 
pied with the suffering and 
mission of the Jews. This was 
one of the themes which he 
blurred in the process of edit- 
ing it for publication and which 
he was content to see further 
diluted in successive editions 
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and above all, in the 1955 
Broadway stage version that 
truly Launched the diary. Read- 
ing early versions of the diary 
or seeing the film of the play, it 
is ea^y to miss the role of anti- 
Semitism in the persecution 
and the specific animus which 
the Nazis had for those who on- 
bodied Judaism. 

Anne Frank has become 
symbolic of the victims of 


racism, but not all racism is the 
same. Eacb strand has its own 
etiology which needs to be un- 
derstood for racism to be 
fought. Anne's fate offers only 
a partial py plan^t inn for the cat- 
astrophe that befell the Jews 
and aside from banal general- 
isations, scarcely ill umina tes 
other varieties of racial or re- 
ligious oppression. 

If Anne was de-Judaised 


what cfid she represent? She be- 
came the suffering child, the 
lamb of god whose death might 
redeem mankind in line with 
her own longing for a better 
world. She was also a very real 
child, an adolescent tormented 
by puberty, sibling rivalry and 
generational conflict. 

Because her diary ended 
before the scabies of Auschwitz 
and the fecal swamp of Belsen, 
it was possible for teenagers 
around the world to identify just 
with her confinement (“Go to 
your room’ 7 ), her anger and her 
self-doubt Ftear of die unseen 
enemy and the abstract doom 
that awaited her prefigured 
the nuclear angst that plagued 
the children of the Cold War. It 
may not have been accidental 
to the appeal of the diary that 
Anne recorded a fear of bomb- 
ing and the ominous sight of 
war planes overhead. 

Adolescents today are more 
interested in sex and more 


afraid of Aids than the bomb. 
Fbr this reason, Anne Frank 
has been repackaged as “styl- 
ish" “vain” and “sexy”, to quote 
Carol Arm Lee. Fbr Melissa 
Muller she is “headstrong 
..mercurial ...demanding... pos- 
sessive", as well as sexually cu- 
rious; the very model of a 
modern teen. Both writers de- 
pict Anne as a proto-feminist, 
determined to forge an inde- 
pendent life as a writer. 

Perhaps. Or maybe, had she 
had survived, she would like so 
many others have settled dawn 
with another survivor and had 
children to make up for the 
murdered thousands. Maybe 
she would have regarded a sin- 
gle-minded career as a be- 
trayal of the need to 
reconstitute family, the kernel 
of Jewish life. We will never 
know, and for this reason Anne 
wOi remain the object of endless 
projections and fantasies. 

We do know about ber very 


ordinary life until 1942, her as- 
tonishing flowering while con- 
cealed, and her brutal end. lb 
their great credit, in telling 
Anne's story Lee and Muller 
contribute to educating anoth- 
er generation about one aspect 
of the Holocaust Muller is 
surer on the historical context, 
but Lee gives more, often dis- 
tressing detail. 

Whatever their limitations, 
we must be grateful for the in- 
creasingly accurate and honest 

portrait they have produced, as 

against what Cynthia Ozick 
condemned as “the bowd- 
lerised, distorted, transmuted, 
traduced, reduced, infantilised. 
Americ anis ed, homogenised, 
sentimentalised, falsified, 
kitschified” versions of her life 
that once prevailed. 


David Cesarani' s recent biog- 
raphy of Arthur Koestler. The 
Homeless Mind’, is published 
by Heinemann 


Snob, liar, layabout - and a great writer. Sarai Wheeler detests the man but still loves the books 


Was he a genuine article? 


T his is the first full biog- 
raphy of a hugely influ- 
ential modern writer, 
now published in 27 lan- 
guages, who famously 
blurred the boundaries 
between fiction and non-fiction. As a 
writer, and as a human being, Bruce 
Chatwin was a maverick. One of his 
lovers, Miranda Rothschild, said that 
“He's out to seduce everybody, it 
doesn’t matter if you are male, female, 
an ocelot or a tea cosy”. 

Chatwin presents a particular chal- 
lenge to the biographer as he worked 
ferociously hard to create a mythical 
persona only distantly related to him- 
self. Under the circumstances, 
Nicholas Shakespeare has done a 
splendid job. An accomplished writer 
himself, he tells a gripping story -like 
his subject 

Adroitly manipulating the threads 
of Cha twin’s life - “the uncanny good 
luck, the speedy in-aratout, the afl-sug- 
gestive fragment the speculative the- 
ory, the fascination with provenance 
and toe origin of thnigs”-Shaheqpeare 
describes books “cooking” in the 
writer’s head, and eoqjures sentences 
like this one to portray Chatwitfs 
prep schoot “After the wan the shortr 
age of well-trained teachers explained 
the presence of some characters who 
would have found a comfortable billet 
in Evelyn Waugh’s Uanaba.” 

The texi rattles along, its emotional 
highs and lows magnified by.the au- 
thor's eye for the dramatic moment 
One chapter opens; “A little after 
9.30pm on 15 October 1958, Sotheby’s 
new chairman Peter Wilson raised his 
gavel to auction seven Impressionist 
masterpieces. He bad staked his ca- 
reer on this moment..”. 

Often, though, I caught the whiff of 
the laundiy list in these 550 pages of 
text There are too many interpolat- 
ed comments from the garrulous cast 
of walk-on parts who knew Chatwin, 
as if Shakespeare were determined to 
move as far as possible from his sub- 
ject's elliptical, pared-down prose. 

He is similar ly heavy-handed with 
the background material: 1 was deeply 
uninterested in the brothers of 
Chatwin’s prep school headmaster. I 
think this would hare been a more suc- 
cessful book if, after the years of dili- 
gent research, Shakespeare had 
distilled the material down and down 
and down until Bruce Chatirin were 
half its present length. 

Born in 1940 in a suburb of Sheffield 
to a middle-dass family, his father “a 
wise old sailor and a sound lawyer” , 
Charles Bruce Chatwin “was a typi- 
cal war baby, coddled by an anxious 
mother, fussed over by a team of el- 
derly, mostly female, relatives fbr 
whom he was the hope of the tribe.” 
After public school, he became a 
bright star at Sotheby’s, enrolled late 
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Bruce Chatwin: laying a trail of myth to lead admirers up the garden path 


at university to read archaeology and 
flunked out, became another star at 
The Sunday Times , abandoned that 
too and then wrote some very, very 
goodbooks. 

Chatwin was an uneasy bisexual, 
married once (“to stop myself going 
mad”). He had no children although 
he wanted to, and went to absurd 
lengths to conceal the fact that be had 
Aids. He never settled anywhere and 
had unusual habits, like sitting on the 
toilet and defecating with the door 
open, no matter who might already be 
in the bathroom. At the end of his life, 
he converted to Greek Orthodoxy. 

What an unattractive creature 
Bruce Chatwin was! We learn that he 
“never tolerated being teased”, that he 
liked posh people, that he never 
washed up in 23 years of marriage and 
that once, when he and his wife arrived 
at a restaurant with Sunday Times 
cronies to dtecover there wasn't a table 
big enough for them, Chatwin told his 
wife to dear offi (She did.) 

His lover Jasper Conran said, 
“Probably there was no one Bruce 
loved more than himself." He was hor- 
ribly affected. At Sotheby’s, he Hked 
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to go around pronouncing this and that 
to be a fake. Many of bis colleagues 
■thought Bruce Chatwin himself was 
a bit of a fake; and Anthony Powell 
wrote in his diary that **I always feel 
there was something a bit phoney 
about Chatwin”. 

He worked fantastically hard at the 
myth- making , desperate to make him- 
self fascinating. The individual details 
are trivial. Who cares if he told peo- 
ple that his dad had to sell a Stradi- 
varius to pay the school fees? But they 
add up to a foiled person. As Shake- 
speare's chapters unfurled. 1 was so 
repelled fry this handsome man that 


I began, irrationally, to wonder if the 
books can really be that good after all 

So I re-read his first travel book. In 
Patagonia, weDt straight on to the 
novel Utz, and reassured myself. He 
was a great writer, and his stories put 
a torch to the imagination. His prose 
is cold; knuckle-bard. "In the complete 
works of Bruce Chatwin.” comments 
Salman Rushdie, “there is not a lov- 
ing fuck.” Yet tbe warm person whom 
Rushdie perceived behind this sepul- 
chral prose does not leap from Shake- 
speare's pages. Chatwin charmed 
many people, but it is difficult to con- 
vey charm on a page. Words are too 
coarse a medium. 

Did the biographer succumb to 
the myth? He opens the very first 
chapter with the Chatwin quotation: 
“He was all things". Wfell so are we all. 
in our way. Shakespeare regurgitates 
some pretty unpalatable comments. 
Professor Zampini. for example, who 
knew Chatwin when he was in Patag- 
onia, says that the writer was “in the 
tradition of Drake, Cavendish. Darwin. 
Bridges. Fbr a long time the only way 
to be universal was to be English.” 
Manifest bollocks. 


“He was a Rupert Brooke," says 
James Ivory. I don't think so. But, at 
other moments. Chatwin springs to life 
like a mosaic splashed with water. 

Shakespeare does not recoil from 
the personal failures, and he tries to 
decipher the man behind the masks. 
He thinks that Chatwin’s ambiva- 
lence about his sexuality and his fear 
of Aids were bound up in the same en- 
ergies which drove him to travel and 
to write: “a case, perhaps, of a defi- 
ciency on one side of the balance pro- 
ducing tiie fruit of the other”. (Others 
have called Chatwin a moral cowartU 

It is so difficult to have any sense 
of another person's inner life, but in 
this vastly enjoyable book Shake- 
speare successfully shines the beams 
of his torch onto a psychic landscape 
peopled by the fearful monsters that 
Chatwin kept mostly at bay by con- 
tinually moving and reinventing him- 
self. His brother Hugh reckons that 
about 60 per cent of the content of the 
books is true. “It was the story that 
counted,” he told Shakespeare. 


Sara Wheeler is the author of 'Terra 
Incfjgnita t Vintage > 


From chariots 
of wire to 
Starship Kurt 


Liz Jensen says that weird fiction 


should stay within a human orbit 


ALL SPACE is jism! We are liv- 
ing on an outwardly expanding 
explosion, the Great Pan- 
Galactic Spunk Explosion, the 
Wave Crest of my Sexual Emis- 
sions. Praise be to me!” Thus 
Japs Eye Fbntanelle, aka Zizo 
Yasuzawa, aka the Creator of 
the Universe, aka a dozen other 
aliases, hero of Bo Ebwleris The 
Astrological Diary of God. 

Fbwier's first novel. Scepti- 
cism Inc, took a shopping trol- 
ley as its inanimate hero, 
queuing up at the checkout be- 
hind Tibor Fischer’s Etruscan 
vase (The Collector Collector). 
Now, chariots of wire behind 
him, Fowler’s second foray to 
the outer limits of the human 
imagination charts the zodiac- 
infested life and times of a 
Japanese ex-kamikaze pilot 
who has been put on trial for the 
killing of Time. As befits a 
writer under the double influ- 
ence of Star TVek and Kurt fan- 
negut Fowler’s mission seems 
clear: to seek out new fictional 
worlds, and to boldly go where 
no storyteller has gone before. 

What a wacky guy Japs Eye 
Fbntanelle the Thrice Great 
One is. He has a hole in his 
head, thanks to a collision with 
a giant golden phallus. He has 
no testicles (accidental castra- 
tion by astrolabe). He also suf- 
fers from a verbal tic which 
forces him to switch bafflingly 
between first and third-person 
narration, as in “God has often 
wondered about that myself”. 

God’s story follows the 
chronology of a life spanning 
birth to the present day via the 
Second Worid War; in which he 
recalls his discovery of Astrol- 
ogy. his realisation that he is the 
deity, and the ups and downs of 
his celestial tackle. As a world 
class masturbator with a world- 
class ego. Zodiac Man is con- 
vinced he is spawning galaxies 
from his ejaculate. He woos the 
glamorous “paraspermologist" 
who investigates the star-span- 
gled spunkorama which is the 
product of his orgasms. 

Then, woe of woes, Japs 
loses his Celestial Balls. Mean- 
while the UN has labelled him, 
in his role as God, as Public 
Enemy Number One. So he's 
put on trial ... You get the gist. 



The Astrological 
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Although Fowler makes a 
brave attempt to pull it all to- 
gether at the end, it's too little, 
too late; the star ship has long 
since spiralled off on its own re- 
lentless and strangely mirthless 
exercise in kookiness, sucked 
into the black hole called Ward. 
Weird can be good. Weird can 
be funny. But weird for weird’s 
sake is adisroal thing to behold, 
and in The Astrological Diary 
of God, we behold it at length. 
As any star-fleet captain can tell 
you, inter-galactic explorers 
run risks. The greatest being 
tbe loss of the very thing that 
sent them hurtling through 
space: their humanity. 

Like Vbnnegut, Fbwler has a 
dexterity with the running gag 
(“Virgo women are vegetarians, 
and are turned on by hotel 
rooms and boxer shorts. Their 
lucky soup is tomato'’) and a 
penchant for facts and figures. 
But he has neither the heart 
the soul the storytelling genius 
nor the sheer anger of\fonnegut 
— only tbe technical mastery of 
the devoted mimic. 

If Bo Fowler were a bad 
writer with no talent none of 
this would matter But he is 
eleven and he can also be funny. 
Importantly, he has ideas, too. 
Perhaps when be has the 
courage and confidence to cast 
off bis Kurt Vonnegut outfit the 
true Bo Fowler will reveal him- 
self. Then. I suspect we vriU see 
something interesting and ex- 
citing emerge. 

In the meantime, girls, we 
must content ourselves with the 
photograpb of his genitalia on 
page 135. 

Warp factor tea 


“IT WAS a bright cold day in 
April, and the docks were 
striking thirteen.” April has 
opened warmer this year 
than in Nineteen Eighty- 
Four, but that evergreen 
dystopia stfll sounds -50 
years after its publication - 
as hot as today’s headlines. 
A Nalo spokesman damns 
Serb attempts to erase the 
written records of Kosovar 
Albanians as ‘‘Orwellian”; 
and we know exactly what 
he means. Equally, sceptics 
could save the epithet for a 
long-distance media war 
waged by “Ail's trip One” 
against a dimly-grasped 

corner of “Eurasia".' 

Strange to recall the time 
when critics thought that 
the passing of 1984-— and 
then of the Cold War - might 
draw the sting from 
Orwell’s masterpiece, In the 
event, the novel shed its 


A WEEK IN 
BOOKS 



BOYD TONKIN 

' British writers love 
their Wonderlands 


geopolitical birthmarks to 
emerge as a timeless 
admonition, not a footnote 
to an age. (Meanwhile, the 
“Foroosec”, which mass- 
produces cheap smut for 
the proles, now calls itself 
“Channel 5”.) To mark its 
50th anniversary. Seeker & 


Warburg has issued a lavish 
new edition (£201 tricked out 
with trendy typography and 
brooding illustrations - 
Nineteen Eighty-Four as a 
consumer fetish, the sort of 
bizarre notion that Honest 
George might blame on 
sandal-shod vegetarians. 

Yet a book that withstood 
both Stalinist fury and free- 
market fatuity (when the US 
Book of the Month Club 
tried to cut out Orwell’s 
theoretical sections) can 
survive our designer cult 
And so can the loose but 
lively genre, of prophetic or 
satirical fantasy to which it 
belongs. Utopian, dystopian, 
or any station in between - 
mutant worlds now bloom 
more fiercely than ever in 
the wild garden of fiction. 
Look at the new novels 
discussed on this pair of 
pages: Peter Ackroyd spies 


on London from a vantage- 
point two millennia away: 
Doris Lessing inspects love 
and hate through the prism 
of the next Ice Age; Bo 
Fowler plumbs cosmic 
mysteries via an immortal 
kamikaze... Remember, too, 
that Salman Rushdie's The 
Ground Beneath Her Feet 
takes place not in our world 
but in a parallel universe: a 
looking-glass zone where 
British, troops fight the 
“Indochina" war. crooked 
“Colonel" Presley exploits 
sexy Jesse Parker, and Lee 
Harvey Oswald's rifle jams. 

So beware the next critic 
who pretends that British 
fiction flows serenely down 
a naturalistic stream. 
GuHiuer's Travels boasts as 
strong a claim to found a 
Great Tradition as Tom 
Jones. And that tradition, of 
free-style fable and bold. 


speculative satire, has 
never failed to thrive. This 
week, Penguin releases an 
off-the-wall parable called 
FlaUand. It slyly sends up 
class-bound, misogynist 
Britain as a - literally - two- 
dimensional society where 
the low-status “Irregular" 
shapes aspire to join the 
“Circular" elite. In the final 
days of 1999, these poor 
flattened figures dream of 
the Third Dimension and a 
“millennial revelation”. 

A drug-assisted fantasy 
from some ultra-hip young 
newcomer? Not quite. 
Flatland. an inspired 
rediscovery, appears in the 
Penguin Classics list • 15.99). 
Edwin A Abbott, the head of 
City of London School, first 
published it in - 1884. 
Perhaps those Active clucks 
have been striking 13 for 
longer than we thought. 


INSPIRATIONS 


novelist Helen Zahavi 


The music 
For vears I’ve been 


listening to Edith Pia£ 
especially “Je ne regrette 
rico". It always lifts my 
spirits, even though it's 
not true in my case. I 
regret everything. 



given a book of Van Gogh. 
I have never forgotten the 
Cafe Terrace at Night. I 
wanted to sit in that pool 
of soft light; so I moved to 
Paris. Then I discovered 
he painted it in Arles. 


The place 

1 spent several years in 
Brighton, which inspired 
Dirty Weekend. 

It has those three 
essentials for an 
interesting life: Regency 
architecture, a listed pier, 
a thriving underworld. It's 
cultured, vibrant, seedy, 
romantic. 


The film 

The Godfather U is the 
movie I find most hypnotic 
and disturbing. T knew a 
man who shared the 
methods and guile of A1 
Pacino’s character Every 
time I watch, I feel a 
shiver of recognition. 


Hie play 

Joshua School's Ghetto, 
for its emotion and 
spectacle, and because 
that night I rekindled a 
broken friendship. We 
happened to take adjacent 
seats, and all was 
forgiven. 


The artwork 

When I was seven I was 


‘Donna and the Fatman 1 
is published by Anchor 
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All sweetness and light in 

the new "Brief Encounter’ 

Michael Arditti strikes a sceptical note amid the tugged heartstrings of a lush romance 


They’ve been 
framed in 
cartoon land 

Nicolette Jones laugh s at and learns 
from a comic strip of small-town life 



An Equal Music 

by Vikram Seth 


Phoenix House. £ 15.99 . 382pp 


VIKRAM SETH'S A Suitable Boy was 
both praised and condemned for its 
old- fashioned narrative, style and con- 
cerns. The novel’s ambition lay pri- 
marily in its scope: a vast panorama 
of life on the Indian subcontinent. It 
has enjqyed international success 
with readers who find reassurance in 
Seth’s firm authorial grip on such a 
wide-ranging story. 

An Equal Music will meet with an 
equal measure of bouquets and brick- 
bats. It would take a for harder heart 
than mine not to respond to the 
doomed love rtf its principal characters, 
but it would take a for less critical mind 
not to decry the totally unchallenging 
nature of Seth's universe, in which 
there are no complex ideas or motives, 
and no malevolent forces. Character 
is fete and that character is essentially 
benign. With its lush romance in 
glam orous settings, this is a novel for 
those who loved the movie of The Eng- 
lish Patient rather than the book. 

Therein lies the problem: An Equal 
Music has Hollywood written all over 
it Michael a sensitive young violinist 
(one of the Fiennes brothers?) meets 
Julia, a beautiful half- Austrian pianist 
(Juliette Binoche?), in Vienna while 
studying under crusty Swedish genius 
Carl Kail (Max von Sydow?). Ignoring 
Carl’s instruction that he pursue a solo 
careen he forms a trio with Julia and 
her friend, Maria. But he loses both 
lover and trio when, under pressure 
from Carl and an unexplained finger 
injury, he flees Vienna without a word 
to Julia, with whom he subsequently 
loses touch. 

Ten years on, Michael now 37. is 
second violinist in the up-and-coming 
Maggiore quartet, a part-time teacher 
engaged in a desultory affeir with Vir- 
ginie, one of his students, and a mem- 
ber of the Water Serpents, a group of 
hardy eccentrics who swim all year 
round in the Serpentine. His settled 
existence is shattered when he catch- 
es sight of Julia on a bus in Oxford 
Street Although he foils to make con- 
tact then, she visits him backstage 



B anishing all discord from his four-part invention: Vikram Seth UPPA 


after a concert at the Wigmore Hall, 
and their romance is gradually rekin- 
dled. Her circumstances, however; 
have changed. She has a husband, a 
child and, as later becomes dear; a se- 
vere loss of hearing. When playing with 
other musicians, she is dependent 
Evelyn Glennie-like, on the vibrations 
of the bass. 

The rest of the novel charts the 
progress of Michael and Julia’s affeir 
in London, Vienna and Venice: its ef- 
fect on Julia's domestic life, in par- 
ticular on her husband James, who 
may be growing suspicious. and on 
Michael’s professional life and his 
role within the quartet (itself “an odd 
quadripartite marriage"). 

Julia betrays James, but Michael 
also betrays his colleagues by saying 
nothing of Julia’s deafness when she 


joins thf»m as aren rnpani^t Tn the end, 

one of the marriages is sustained, 
while the other ( at least temporari- 
ly) breaks down. 

Although a third of the length of A 
Suitable Boy , An Equal Music is a 
leisurely read, containing many pas- 
sages, for instance the account of the 
Water Serpents, which add to the tex- 
ture rather than to the meaning of the 
book. The dialogue, particularly the 
bickering within tiie quartet, is beau- 
tifully caught, and the descriptive 
writing, whether of a Carpaodo paint- 
ing in the Scuola <£ San Giorgio or a 
sponsored walk between Blackpool 
and Rochdale, is extremely accom- 
plished. The prose, however, while al- 
ways fluent, is never arresting. 

Several sections are devoted to 
the technicalities of music-making. 


Seth declares in an afterword that 
“Music is dearer to me even than 
speech" and it is clear that be knows 
bis quartets. One example, in which 
he analyses toe second violin, must 
stand for many: “Its role is different, 
not lesser more interesting, because 
more versatile. Sometimes, like the 
viola, it is at the textual heart of the 
quartet; at others it sings with a lyri- 
cism equal to that of the first violin but 

in a darker and mnrp diffic ult r egister " 

And yet, unlike Proust with the 
Vmteuil sonata, or Ian McEwan in 
Amsterdam, Seth fails in the more 
exacting task of conveying music’s ef- 
fect Reviewers were provided with 
tapes featuring extracts from key 
pieces -a privilege not accorded to the 
general reader. 

Both toe strength and the weakness 


of the novel lie in its decency. Seth es- 
chews all that is dark and dangerous. 
Julia deals with her deafness by 
counting her blessings and insisting 
it fosters originality. Michael breaks up 
with Virginie cleanly, on the phone; 
what she may feel is muffled, as she 
immediately disappears from view. His 
visit to a prostitute is decorous: his loss 
of his violin is averted; his breakdowns 
are momentary. Even his one outburst 
of violence is contained and quickly 
forgiven. As Julia returns to her 
husband and son and itfiehael to his 
violin, the true nature of the novel 
becomes dean 

This is a Brief Encounter for the 
Nineties, albeit with Bach and Schu- 
bert substituted for Rachmaninov, 
and played by the protagonists rather 
than simply heard on the soundtrack. 


RIVERBANK, NEW Jersey, 
the setting of this novel is a 
nowheresville with one claim 
to feme. It is the home of The 
Family Funnies, a weekly car- 
toon of cute episodes from 
domestic life penned by local 
resident Carl Mix. Every vean 
in celebration, the town has a 
Rinny Eest, which the mayor 
launches fey shedding his suit 
and jumping into the river. 

Neither the domestic life on 
which the cartoons are based, 
nor the festivities, have been 
very funny for Carl Mix's real 
family Fbur of his five children 
hate him; only the youngest 
missed some of the tyrannies 
that alienated the others. His 
wife, driven to it by constant 
portrayals as stupid in the 
strips, drank and precipitated 
senility: now in a home, she in- 
termittently recognises her 
children. The strip sanitises 
their experiences, implidtly 
criticising them for the way 
they fell short of their cartoon 
counterparts, and condemning 
ail but one to the burden of 
whimsical alter egos. The 
third child. Pierce, is subject 
to toe even greater indignity 
of never appearing in the car- 
toons at all He is rejected by 
Ins father; and suffers from 
schizophrenia. 

When Cari dies, only toe 
youngest weeps at his fiiner- 
aL But Carl's will changes 
toe life of his fourth child, 
Tim, the protagonist of the 
novel. His father's legacy 
causes him to abandon his 
“career” as an artist who 

makes mstallaHnns that are 

facsimiles of the garbage on 
the streets, and come round to 
thinkin g that bringing the 
stuff indoors does not stop it 
from being garbage. He leaves 
his home and girlfriend. He 
learns a new craft, finds a 
new relationship, and goes 
some way to bridging the gaps 
in his famil y 

Slowly, his loathed father's 
posthumous authority saves 
his life. And slowly Tim learns 
some modicum of gru dging re- 
spect for the man's talent, if 
not his nature. 

All this is written with a 
spare. Carveresque clarity, in 
which the prose strikes no 
poses and the humour, sub- 



The Funnies 

by J Robert Lennon 

Granta. £9.99. 301 pp % 


tlety and depth reside in the 
accumulation of carefully ob- 
served detail Of. for instance. 
Tim's frightful elder brother 
Bbbby who works in waste dis- 
posal and whose compulsion 
to tidy up makes him pretend 
to toe rest of toe ferm]y that his 
father asked to be cremated. 
Of the sinister Carl Mix fen 
Ken Dorn, who lurks like 
Humbert Humbert’s Quilty 
on the edge of the action, 
threatening to be Tim’s neme- 
sis. Of Carl's frail widow Dot, 
remembering her husband in 
flashes of pain. Of Brad, Carl’s 
friend, an unfulfilled, reclusive 
genius and the mentor who 
guides Tim into his new future. 
Of Tim’s Uncle Mai who dyes 
his hair but cannot disguise 
his own loneliness. And of the 
variously vacant or venal bu- 
reaucrats that run Cari ‘s 
publishing house and his 
hometown. 

Added together, the details 
make for a poignant, wry 
novel with Laugh-out-loud mo- 
ments; a tale of romance, hurt 
hope and disillusion, building 
to an unexpected denouement 
of revelation. It is infused with 
Carl's presence, though he is 
dead before the story begins, 
and with a wonderful sense of 
place: the small-minded small 
towns of New Jersey. 

The strength of Cari Mix’s 
cartoons is that they are not 
exaggerated caricatures, but 
reductions, distillations of the 
essence of characters sum- 
marised in telling strokes. 
Lennon's novel is like this, 
with all the lines right What 
spoils Mix’s work is the bland- 
ness and falsehood of the do- 
mesticity it portrays. Lennon's 
portrait of domesticity is the 
opposite: stinging, unsenti- 
mental and true. 


Spoken word 

By Christina Hardyment 



The 

Gormenghast 

Trilogy 

Read by Michael 
Williams 
Penguin. 16hrs 
total. £1 7.99. 
£11.99. £8.99 


MERVYN PEAKE'S exhilaratingiy rich 
prose lends itself superbly to spoken 
word. Penguin's release of the third part 
of his Gormenghast trilogy is an 
appropriate moment to celebrate Michael 
William's outstanding achievement in 
recreating the legendary world of 
crumbling carvings and mysterious 
shadows. Williams shifts accent and 
delivery to present the endless parade of 
gothic caricatures of human types with 
remarkable versatility. In Titus Groan. 
the scene of the stagnant world of the 
mighty House of Groan is set In 
Gormenghast, the catalysts who will 
subvert it - Titus, Fbchsia and Steerpike 
- come to the fore. Finally, in Titus Alone, 
our vulnerable but liberated hero sets out 
to try to survive without the ermine 
shroud of Groan. 



Dead Souls 

Read by BUI 

Paterson 

Orion, 

3hrs 20 mins. 
£8.99 


ALMOST SHOCKINGLY modem in 
comparison, Ian Rankin's terse, vivid 
writing makes for equally compulsive 
listening, in a very different way. Dead 
Souls finds Detective Inspector Rebus on 
his usual Edinburgh patch, and now with 
quite a few pieces of emotional baggage 
clattering behind him. Most engrossing is 
the reappearance of his first Same, 
pleading for him to find her lost son and 
making him waver in his commitment to 
his over-busy doctor partner. Will she 
distract him from his real quarry, a 
sadistic psychopath? Bill Paterson is the 
perfect reader for this very Scottish, very 
modem thriller: All of Penguin’s 
Rankin releases to date make for 
totally absorbing listening and will leave 
you happily resigned to the Easter 
traffic jams. 
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Paperbacks 

by Emma hagestadt and Christopher Hirst 





Midnight In 
Sicily 

by Peter Robb, 
Harvill. £6.99. 
323pp 


WHERE BUT Sicily could inspire a 
book so rich in culture, gastronomy 
and wholesale murder? Resulting 
from this Aussie writer’s 15-year stay 
in southern Italy, this impressionistic 
masterpiece is replete with chilling 
frissons, such as Robb's brush with a 
top Mafiosc in the bloody village of 
Corieone. But Sicily also produced 
Lampedusa, incomparable author of 
The Leopard. Robb writes 
wonderfully about the island's 
intensely flavoured cuisine - though 
he is incorrect to say that a sauce 
was made from the “cruciform lines 
of golden eggs” of the sea-urchin. It 
is toe creature’s ovaries. 



HA/iflLTO^ 

TlH-.Nlmn H store 

■ irf* I'nnt.-V’"' 



The Short 
History of a 
Prince 

by Jane Hamilton. 
Black Swan. £6.99, 
A32pp 


JANE HAMILTON'S shrewd, Anne 
lyierish portraits of American family 
life are usually tinged by tragedy. In 
this, her third novel, we meet Walter 
McCloud, a self-absorbed teenager 
whose obsession with dance - he's a 
not very good ballet dancer - and his 
developing sexuality make him 
oblivious to the feet that his older 
brother is dying from cancer Toe- 
curling descriptions of Walter’s most 
painful pubescent moments (his 
starring role in a small town 
production of the The Nutcracker , 
and being caught in flagrante by the 
parents) offset the book’s more 
mawkish tendencies. 


Heading 

South, 

Looking 

North 

by Ariel Dorfman, 
Sceptre. £7.99. 

282pp 


PASSIONATE AND cerebral this 
electrifying autobiography is 
reminiscent of the literature which 
emerged from toe Resistance. Tbra 
between America and Chile in his 
youth, Dorfman plumped for a 
career as a writer in Spanish - only 
to find his own land brutalised by 
Pinochet. An associate of Allende, he 
escaped death by a hair’s breadth. 
But only when his wife was (briefly) 
snatched by Pinochet’s agents did 
Dorfman realise “the irreversible 
reality of the evil that had visited us”. 
America provided a haven to write 
this uplifting study of identify, but 
Chile feeds his creative wellsprings. 



Breakfast on 
Pluto 

by Patrick McCabe. 
Picador. £6.99, 
199pp 


VIEWED THROUGH toe kohl-rimmed 
eyes of a transvestite prostitute, life 
in Seventies Northern Ireland is 
even bleaker that you might 
suppose. Related in an explosion of 
exclamative camp (“Oh bomber!”) 
and ironic back-handers, "Pussy" 
Braden describes his progress from 
small-town freak to West End 
prostitute. While his schoolmates 
plot to blow up Eortnum and Mason, 
Pussy plies an even more dangerous 
trade. As frenetic and funny a read 
as McCabe's best-known novels. 

The Butcher’s Boy and The Dead 
School. Shortlisted for last year's 
Booker Prize. 



The Spirit 
Wrestlers 

by Philip Marsden. 
Flamingo. £6.99, 
250pp 


A MODERN Marco Polo, Philip 
Marsden has returned from the 
fringes of Russia with an enthralling 
account of the exotic sects who 
survived persecutions from Peter 
the Great to the Soviet era. On the 
steppes, he meets the Doukhobors or 
spirit-wrestlers, and the Molokans or 
milk-drinkers ('As newborn babes,” 
said St Peter, “desire the sincere 
milk of the word") . In the Caucasus, 
he encounters longevity (the secret 
is pomegranates, walnuts, and 
regular sex). In Armenia, he finds 
the Yezidis, who worship a fallen 
angel. But Marsden admits that 
Russia’s greatest religion is alcohoL 



Red ‘tails in 
Love 

by Marie Winn. 

Bloomsbury. £7.99. 

Sllpp 

INSCRUTABLE DOORMEN, 

an *I hokey sentimentality 
-Wau Street Journal writer Marie 
Winn s “true life" account of how a 

rar f L . re ? ta ^ ed hawk sorted nesting 
on the top-floor balcony of a Fifth 
Avenue apartment block has all the 
ingredients of the perfect New York 

rvfTl ^ a nerd *sh band of 

Central Park twitchers, who also 

trained their binoculars on Woody 

SoopX! Prevta ' s lov^nist, 

toe hawk went about his business 

® success *°n of females 
only to go back to “First Love”: a 
mature female with a big fluffy chest 
The avian version of Sex in the City. 





Elizabeth 
the Queen 

by Alison Weir. 
Pimlico. £8.99. 
532pp 




WHEN BRITAIN’S greatest monarcl 
took the throne, England was rent 1 
religion and massively in debt Whj 
she died, 45 years later, the country 
was unified and one of the greatest 
powers in Europe. Steely in her 
resolve - she was not averse to use 
of torture - E li za beth promoted hei 
image as the Virgin Queen wed to 
the nation, yet secured toe loyalty c 
courtiers by calculated flirting. 
Weir’s riveting narrative is assisted 
by the language of the era and toe 
Elizabethan love of intrigue. Her 
final pages are enlivened by Essex*! 
felled coup, prompted by the loss of 
bis sweet wine monopoly. 



In Praise of 

Lies 

by Patricia Meio. 
Bloomsbury. 
£10.99. 
187pp 

JOSE GUBER writes po' 
“ vm g- pinching his star 
works of Dostoyevsky, ( 
and Poe. But when her 
fells in love with Meliss 
on snake venom and se 
finds himself living a lu. 
[us own invention. An e 
tonpie-in-cheek thrillei 

Melos story of how toe 

perfect murder is as ref 
its exotic setting (the yi 
joints of downtown Sao 
Ilf P^fessfenaHydepre: 

toe lugubrious Jose Gul 
pointed swipes at the w 
publishing en re 
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Dreams of the perfect garden 

Easter weekend is the ideal time to visit one of the gardens open for charity, and to glean ideas for your own plot. By Anna Pavord 



Age cannot wither her... the garden at Clifton Hampden has benefited from be ing owned by the same family for 20 years 


John Laiorence 


Y ellow as the daffodils waving 
in our garden, the new dir* 
ectoiy listing gardens of 
England and Wales open 
for chanty is now stashed 
away in what is still quaintly 
called the glove compartment of my car 
Sticky-sweet compartment Anrient-OS- 
map compartment Guflty-parking-ticket 
compartment But gloves? Never 
■I like to know it is there. Three-and-a- 
baif thousand different dreams are packed 
in this little paperback; three-and-a-half 
thousand interpretations of an ideal, pri- 
vate world. Just reading it, stuck in a traf- 
fic jam, keeps the blood pressure down. 
“Thousands offritillflries" at The Coppice, 
Reigate, Surrey (open 14 April, 2pm-5pm, 
admission £2), “crown imperials, Victorian 
hyacinths and old primroses” at Nether- 
hall Manor Soham, Cambs (open tomor- 
row 2pm-5pm, admission £Z), “old oak wood 
with primroses and bluebells among giant 
boulders” (Higher Knowle, Lostleigh, 
Devon, open Easter Sunday and Monday, 
2pm-6pm, admission £250). 

On a visit my antennae are wobbling like 
some crazed ant’s. What do I learn from 
| the approach to the garden? What wQd 
f trees and shrubs are growing? This gives 
some indication of the kind of soil to be 
found. Is the site sheltered or exposed? If 
exposed, how have the garden owners 
coped with it? Is this a garden where plants 
rule? Plantsmanship is a wonderful mad- 
ness, but the best gardens always offer 
more than just a collection of plants. 

Increasingly rare is a sense of time- 
lessness in a garden. We live in a restless, 
fidgety age. To spend eight years in the 
same house is thought to be extraor din ary. 
To have spent a lifetime there, unimagin- 
able. But gardens benefit from owners who 
stay rooted in them. They take the long 
view. They plant trees. They understand 
that gardening is a process, not a product 
So it was a treat to amble through the 
churchyard of St Michael and All Angels, 
perched high on a rise above the river 
Thames at Clifton Hampden in Oxford- 
shire, and let myself into the garden of the 
Manor House. Christopher Gibbs, an ant- 
iques dealer; who has owned the {dace for 
the last 20 years, grew up here. He re- 
members his mother “always standing on 
her head in the borders. My father end- 
lessly engaged with bonfires. We children 
splitting snowdrops. Me cutting brandies 
of shrubs to decorate the house. My father 
• consequently exploding with rage...” 
w The house, started in the 1840s. has the 
same fine, high position above the river as 
the church. The land drops steeply away 
to the south in a series of narrow terraces, 
finishing in a long, meandering walk along 
the river bank. From the vantage point of 
the big lawn on the west side of the house. 


you lookout over river meadows to distant 
steeples. From the river hank. 40ft below, 
the view is veiled fay skeins of willow and 
the knobby dark fruit of alder; han g in g 
alongside the season’s fresh catkins 
A lot of fresh things have happened in 
this garden since Mr Gibbs returned to live 
here. But, understanding the spirit of 
the place so well he has melted his new 


additions seamlessly into the old. A local 
blacksmith made the wide iron frames for 
the new lime tunnel which marches along 
beside the old herbaceous borders. Pools 
of blue scillas backed by white grape hy- 
acinths lap across the path. Behind is lily 
of the valley. These are quiet effects, but 
magi c all the same. 

At the other end of the borders is a huge 


pergola, built of larch. Most structures of 
this kind are flat-topped, but this one is bro- 
ken up by big, pointed towers. The effect 
is •wonderfully eclectic, though I wouldn't 
lik/i to be the person who wobbles on a lad- 
dor tying in the roses up there. 

“Oh, well it's all very well for him,” you 
may mutter, with acres lapping out around 
tifte Clifton Hampden house. But however 


small your own garden may be, there are 
always lessons to learn from the way 
other people do things. The lesson here is 
that you can scarcely ever think too big. 
Most of us think too small and the small- 
er the garden, the bigger and bolder you 
need to be to avoid fussiness, spottiness. 

As you might expect from a man whose 
business is antiques, the garden is well- 


dressed with statues, busts and a stone 
fountain in a green room hedged with yew. 
Was it a temptation to keep pieces for him- 
self rather than sell them? “Only the 
things that no one else would want,” 
replied Mr Gibbs pragmatically. “The 
knee-capped Roman soldier, the headless 
Juno.” Juno lies in the middle of the 
kitchen garden, couched on snowdrops. 

This is a garden to roam through qui- 
etly. Look out for the magnificent muiti- 
stemmed phihyrea leaning out over the 
river below the lawn. Admire the cedar of 
Lebanon grown from a seed brought back 
from the East by a great-uncle. Transport 
yourself to the tropics with the bromeliads 
in the greenhouse. 

Though this is gardening on a scale that 
is now unusual it is still a type of garden- 
ing that we understand: flower borders, 
vegetable garden, terraces to sit out on. 
Gardens made in the early 18th century, 
more than 100 years before theGibbs came 
to Clifton Hampden, are more difficult to 
unpick. They may be unchanged, as is the 
garden around Shotover House at Wheat- 
ley, Oxfordshire, but we have changed so 
much, we cannot read them in the old way. 

Partly, it is a matter of allusion. A 
landowner of the 18th century understood 
the culture of classical Greece and Rome 
almost as weD as he did his own. The Grand 
Tour was an essentia) preamble to laying 
out an estate. Claude Lorrain's paintings 
provided the models for idealised land- 
scapes made from the three classical el- 
ements of water, wood and stone. 

So it is not surprising that when James 
lyrell who had fought with the Duke of 
Marlborough at Blenheim, started a new 
house and garden at Shotover in 1715. he 
should have looked to ancient Greece for 
inspiration. When he died three years 
later, his son carried on the work 

From the east front of the house you look 
down over gently sloping ground to a long 
canal with a Gothic temple at its end, per- 
fectly reflected in the water. As you stand 
in the entrance porch on the west front, 
your eye is drawn on up the slope to a mag- 
nificent great obelisk. topped with a spiked 
balL Walk to the obelisk, and you find the 
same straight vista running down a slope 
the other side to an eight-sided pond. 

Think of this as an idealised landscape, 
rather than a garden. There is plenty to ad- 
mire. especially trees: a weeping beech half 
masking the obelisk, ancient oaks with 
stomachs fatter than Buddha's, elegant 
sweet chestnuts, long avenues of limes. Fbr 
the moment forget flowers. Think Arcadia. 

The Manor House, Clifton Hampden, Ox- 
fordshire is open tomorrow only. 2.30pm- 
5.30pm, admission £2. Shotover House, 
Wheatley, Oxfordshire is also open to- 
morrow. 2pm-6pm, admission £1.50 


Other Gardens to Visit at Easter 


ESSEX 

Glen Chantry, Wickham Bishops: 
unusual perennials, limestone rock 
garden, foliage borders. Tomorrow, 
2pm-5pm, admission £150. 

Lower Dairy House, Nayland: 
spring bulbs, blossom, natural stream, 
waterside plantings. Tomorrow and 
Monday, 2pm-6pm, admission £2. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Severs ton Castle* near Tetbury: 
moat, kitchen garden and orchid-filled 


greenhouses. Today. 2pm-6pra and 
tomorrow, llam-6pm. admission £1.50. 
Clnderdine Cottage, Dymock, near 
Newent: hellebores, pulmonarias. 
Today and tomorrow. 12pm-5pm. 
admission £1.50. 

HAMPSHIRE 

Bramdean House, Bramdean: six- 
acre garden with matching herbaceous 
borders, spring bulbs. Today and 
tomorrow. 2pm-5pm, admission £2.50. 

Fairfield House. Hambleden: 


Informal layout with fine trees and 
•srildflower meadow. The garden is open 
t oday only, 2pm-6pm, admission £2. 
(HEREFORDSHIRE 
Newcote, Moccas: exotic trees, 
water garden, new formal garden with 
fountain. Open today, 2pm-6pm. 
admission £1.50 
LONDON 

The Chelsea Physic Garden: the 

second oldest botanic garden in the 
country, four secret acres tucked away 


off Royal Hospital Road. Chelsea. 
Tbmorrow. 2pm-6pm, admission £4. 

1 5 Lawrence Street, SW3: 12 
different camellias and spring bulbs in 
a small town garden. Tbmorrow, 2pm- 
6pm, admission £1. 

SUSSEX 

Five Oaks Cottage, West Burton: 
uncommon plants, organic vegetable 
plot and plantings to attract wildlife. 
Today and tomorrow. 2pm- 5pm, 
admission £1.50 
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WEEKEND 

WORK 



anna Pavord 


NEW SPEARS of hosta 
foliage will need protecting 
against slugs. Polyanthus 
flowers are also getting 
chewed. Between slugs and 
sparrows they have a hard 
time. Black cotton stretched 
between twigs foxes birds, 
but is a fiddly bore to set up. 

PLANT SWEET peas if you 
did not do so in autumn or 
winter. Set three seeds in a 
four-inch pot, if you want to 
do it the fazy way- At 



planting-out time, you can 
just tip out the pot and plant 
the seedlings as they are, 
together 

THIN OTJT flowering shoots 
of mophead and lacecap 
hydrangeas, cutting a few of 
the scraggier stems out at 
ground leveL This makes 
them produce, larger 
floweriieads. 

FRESHLY PLANTED 
evergreens may need a 
temporary screen around 
them to prevent the foliage 
from drying out and 
browning. Some evergreens 
recover better than others. 
Yfew can look very sick and 
still recoven Cypress is not 
so forgiving. 

WELL-SPROUTED earty 
potatoes can be planted 
where the ground is not too 
soggy. I am still waiting for 
my onion bed to dry out 
sufficiently for planting." 
Planting is three weeks 
behind last season. Broad 
beans, parsnips and peas 
are all still waiting for the 
right conditions. 


In Flanders fields 
the poppies grew . . . 

Wild flowers may be a farmer’s nightmare but they are a gardener's 
dream, because they’ll grow almost anywhere. By Ursula Buchan 


ONE OF the most visible 
consequences of super- 
efficient arable farming in this 
country is the wholesale 
decline of native annual corn- 
field “weeds”. 

Those of us who do not 
have to try to make a living out 
of farming, wring our hands at 
the widespread disappear- 
ance of some of -the most 
colourful of all our native 
plants, such as the corn 
cockle, .corn marigold, corn- 
flower and field poppy. 

They are victims, as we 
see it of the use of selective 
herbicides, which leave cer- 
eals unharmed but kill broad- 
leaved weeds that gxow in 
the same conditions. 

Indigene by, before sci- 
entists developed such dev- 
astatingly effective means of 
controlling weeds, there was 
as much wringing of hands 
about, the way these weeds 
adulterated crops and re- 
duced yield. 

John Clare, the 19th-cen- 
tury rural poet referred to the 
yellow com marigold and the 
blue cornflower as “troubling 
the cornfields with their de- 
stroying beauty”. The truth is 
.that these plants, having 
evolved, in our climate and 
soils, are first-rate colonis- 
ers, when given a chance. 

the seed of one of the 
prettiest, the com cockle, will 
remain viable for only one 
season, it is true, but that of 
the common field poppy (a 
flower that thrives best in dis- 
turbed ground) can survive 
inert in the ground fora cent- 
ury or more. 

The enduring memory of 
Flanders for the soldiers of the 
First Wald War was the blood- 
red field poppy, which 
bloomed profligately in the 
fields once they bad been 
blown apart by shefls. 



Poppy seeds can survive in the ground for more than a century Brian Harris 


Farmers cannot go bad: to 
19th-century agriculture, how- 
ever attractive it may seem at 
this distance in time, but gar- 
deners can do their bit to pro- 
mote the colourful annual wild 
flowers of the fields, and the 
bees, butterflies and other in- 
sects that feed on them. 

Cornfield annuals do not 
need a deep, rich soil; far 
from it They are best grown 
in a light soil in full sun. 

Any odd place will do fora 
mixture of annual cornfield 
flowers: a narrow, difficult 
border; with rubbiy sofl. under 
a south-faring window, or a 
shallow container that does 
not suit bedding plants well or 
an expanse of gravel that 
seems to nurture herb robert 
and sow thistle well enough. 

It may even be fun to try 
tickling a few of these seeds 


into the earthy spaces be- 
tween paving stones. 

To crccite the greatest im- 
pact, 1 wo uld choose a piece of 
fallow ground (perhaps an 
area you wish to plant up per- 
manently in the autumn, or a 
sparsely planted part of an es- 
tablished border) which you 
can dear of weeds, rake over 
neatly and sow thickly with 
any or ;iH of the following: corn 
cockle (red and purple); com 
marigold (deep butter-yellow, 
long- J asting) : cornflower 
(deeip blue); chamomile 
(scented, white and yellow); 
scentless mayweed (white 
and 3/eHow) : scarlet pimpernel; 
and! common fumitory 
(mauve). After that, simply 
rake over the soil lightly at 
right angles to the first raking. 

This mini-cornfield, without 
the com, will look fine the first 


summer (for these are annu- 
als that must not tarry i, but 
the flowers will self-seed 
generously too, so you need do 
little more than thin out 
seedlings, and remove real 
weeds, in later years. 

Many seedsmen sell wild- 
flower seed mixtures by mail 
order, or you can find them on 
the shelves of garden cen- 
tres. Unwins make the busi- 
ness even simpler by putting 
their “English Wildflower Mix- 
ture” in a brightly coloured 
seed shaker (£3.99), similar to 
the kind that holds sea salt. 

The 10 grams of seed is 
mixed with 50 grams of horti- 
cultural vermicuiite to ensure 
more even distribution when 
the seed is scattered The 
"farmers’ nightmare’’ can 
become the gardener’s pleas- 
ant dream. 
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CUTTINGS 

NEWS FROM THE GARDENERS’ WORLD 


H1PPEASTRUMS (WHICH I 
still call amaryllis) were 
wildly popular with our 
children when they were 
small. The flowers are vast, 
sometimes lOin across, 
held on massively thick 
stalks up to 3ft high. The 
bulbs are like footballs. The 
growth, for impatient 
gardeners, is satisfyingly 
rapid. I still love them, 
though I can’t always get 
the bulbs to flower again 
after their gargantuan 
initial explosions. 

Kew celebrates these 
tropical-looking beasts with 
a festival this month, 
lasting until 30 April. There 
is a big display of the 


flowers in the Princess of 
Wales conservatory and 
other examples to be found 
in the Temperate House 
and the Alpine House. The 
artist Sue Mason is 
showing paintings of the 
genus and Veronica Read, 
who holds the National 
Collection of hippeastrums 
will be lecturing about 
them at Kew on 7 and 20 
April <2pra>. The admission 
fee for the lecture is £4. Fbr 
further information about 
the festival, call Kew on 
0181-332 5622. 

THE CLEVELAND branch 
of the Alpine Garden 
Society is holding a show 


today O2pm-4.30pm) at the 
Ian Ramsey Church of 
England School North Site. 
Green's Lane. Fairfield, 
Stockton-on-Tbes. 

Primulas, cyclamen, 
fritillaries and other dwarf 
treasures will be on show. 
Meanwhile, the south-west 
section of the AGS is also 
holding its show today 
(!2noon-4.l5pm) at the 
Great Hall Dartington 
Hall, Dartington, Devon. 
Look out for saxifrages, 
sempervivums. hardy 
ferns, baby narcissus and 
miniature gardens planted 
in containers scarcely 
bigger than a tea plate. 

ANNA PAVORD 



THE INDEPENDENT 


CYLINDER MOWER 
SHARPENERS 

From £850 plus postage & packing 

Resharpen 
y.mr mower 
without 
costly shop 

regrinding. 

Simply fix 
sharpener to 
the bottom 

plate - every 

cylinder 

mower has one. Switch onpower or push by hand, and the 
Aluminium Oxide abrasive regrinds keen new edges on the 
blades, at the correct cutting angle. The tough metal 
construction takes refill abrasives, so you can keep your 
muwer in top condition for around £2 a season. ‘A real 
breakthrough’ says Practical Gardening. ' A must for 
cylinder mowers' Garden News. So give your blades a keen 
edge ready for the first cut of spring! 

Available as 12" tut £8.50 plus ,99p p&p) or 14" (at £8.99 
plus , u 9p p&p). Comes with } replaceable abrasives. Spare 
abrasives are available in both 12”and 14”. A pack of2 
spare abrasives costs just £1 .99 plus 99p p&p. 
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A giant leap from farming 


Country 

Matters 



Duff 

Hart- Davis 


O n Friday, a posse of 
neighbours will as- 
semble at Fforest 
Farm, near the 
Powys village of 
Hundred House, for 
an auction of this year's grass beep. 
The owner; George Barstow, will let 
almost all his 430 acres of grazing 
to the highest bidders, who will 
then have the right to run their 
sheep and cattle on his fields until 
the autumn. His only responsibilities 
will be to keep the fences in order 
and to maintain the grass by occa- 
sional topping and re-fertilising. 

On paper, the arrangement 
sounds like money for jam; but in fact 
it is a last resort, a product of the 
pressures that have been gradually 
grinding hill farmers down, and 
represents a traumatic shift away 
from tradition. After trying long 
and ban! to keep afloat by normal 
methods, George has finally decid- 
ed to give Up far ming animals and 

concentrate on farming people. 

His parents bought the farm in 
1947. and over the years did a 
tremendous amount to improve it, 
draining fields, putting in roads and 
planting trees primarily for shelter. 
Yet the land will never be apything 
but high, cold and wet; it rises from 
700ft to more than 14M0ft the annual 
rainfall ismore than 40in, and the sofi 
is poor and thin. 

When George and his wife Katie 
took over in 1978. they inherited a 
fine herd of pedigree Welsh Black 
cattle and a medium-sized flock of 
North Country Cheviot sheep. The 
farm was then employing three 
people, and. to make any sort of a liv- 
ing for themselves, the couple had 
to increase output This they did by 
putting Blue-Fhoed Leicester rams 
on to their North Country Cheviot 
ewes, which yielded more prolific 
ewes known as “mules'’, capable of 
producing large lambs. 

Fora while things went welL As 
George puts it, they “farmed quite 
hard” and built theirflock up to 1,400 
ewes. Yet throughout the Eighties 
labour costs kept rising, while real 
Income fell George himself was 
working like a slave, and never 
knew whether he was going to make 
enough profit to keep on his paid 
help from one year to the next 
Then in 1989, with the farm over- 
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Jumping off the Gwars, the gliding dub Paramania make foil use of George Batstovris land 



draft creeping up and up, he decid- 
ed to branch out into a new venture, 
a caravan park and camp site - so 
he sold all the cattle and more than 
two-thirds of the sheep. The pro- 
ceeds paid off the overdraft and en- 
abled him to Start a fflin 

Luckily he had an ideal field, 
dose to the main road but hidden 
from it by a rise in the land, and with 
a view of the surrounding hills In 
creating the site he did much of the 
work himself, but even so the cost 
was such that he had to take out a 
new loan from the bank. 

Business was slow at first; and 
while it was picking up, he built his 
sheep flock back to 1500 head. But 
his problems increased when the 
Government changed its system of 
support, from intervention pay- 
ments - which virtually guaranteed 
a price for good, heavy Iambs - 
to headage payments, which are 


subsidies on every female animal. 
The aim was to help farmers stay on 
the land, and keep the whole system 
going but the obvious reaction of the 
recipients was to increase the num- 
ber of sheep on their ground. 

Even with a substantial subsidy, 
Fforest Farm was still barely paying 
its way; but George and Katie, un- 
like many landowners, found that 
thqy positively eqjqyed entertaining 
tbe public cm their property- and sa 
when the Builth and District Cycling 
Club asked about the possibility of 
holding races for mountain-bike 
riders on their land, they welcomed 
the overture. 

For bikers, the attraction is the 
steepness of the terrain. The moun- 
tain behind the caravan site rises 
500ft at an angle of at least one in 
two, probably one-in- one in places. 
Down this precipitous face anarrow 
course now twists and turns through 


the wood; an official of the chib de- 
scribes toe route as “awesome”, and 
so popular has it become that it is 
used as one of the sites for the Nat- 
ional Points series. Last year more 
than BOD competitors came and 
camped for the event 

It was the terrain that gave 
George yet another idea. He saw that 
toe fields on top of toe steep bank, 
known collectively as the Gwars, 
would make an ideal launch-point for 
paragliders, and two years ago he 
took over Paramania, a locally based 
gliding-school. 

Still, he was working allnut on the 
form and making only just enough 
to pay the wages of a single man. 
Was it worth toe struggle? He and 
Katie decided not Last year they 
came to the conclusion that they 
should sell all their sheep. Hardly 
had thqy taken the decision when the 
market collapsed, mainly because of 


scares that sheep, like cattle, could 
cany BSE. “At one stage," George 
says, “animals were going not for £1 
a head, but 40 to toe pound - if you 
didn't have to pay someone to take 
them away.” 

He kept his nerve and went 
through with the sale, and in the 
event it turned out pretty well, be- 
cause his 1,400 ewes looked so good. 
AB the same, he recalls, it was “a 
heart-wrenching day because you 
can't farm animals without liking 
them, and I was quite proud of the 
whole bunch". 

Now, with no stock, he has in ef- 
fect become a park keeper running 
an enter tainment bu s in ess Does he 
mind? Not too much. It is an im- 
mense relief not to have to worry 
about fluctuations in the market and 
in EC policy. His land is tidy, and all 
summer toe fields will still be grazed 
fcy sheep. He is proud of toe way that 


Rob Stratton 


the environment has been enhanced 
during his family’s ownership of it 

The paragliding school is now re- 
located at Fferest Farm, where for 
£400 odd, and in stunning sur- 
roundu 3 gs,you can turn yourself into 
a solo pilot after only 10 days’ train- 
ing from a professional instructor. A 
more thrilling arena could hanfly be 
imagined, for friendly farmers in the 
hills around have granted toe com- 
pany access to launch-areas facing 
every point of the compass. 

It remains to be seen whether or 
not George’s new businesses will 
make him a living. But, whatever 
happens, he is glad that people in 
search of recreation in the country- 
side are enjoying themselves on 
his property. 

Paramania is at Fforest Farm, 
Hundred House, Builth Wells, 
Powys, LDl 5RT < 01982 5 70444) 


nature 

NOTES 

every DAY now the sky 
above our valley 

intermittently comes afore 

with the strident “ark ark 
of mandarin duck scudding 
away to nesting sites high 
up the river. One peculiarity 
of toe species is that the 
ducks nest in holes in trees, 
and have feet prehensile 
enough for them to perch on 
branches. At this time of 
year they also aligfat on 
chimneypots, like jackdaws, 
as if assessing the 
possibility of nesting down 
in the flues. 

The male mandarin is an 
exceedingly handsome 
fellow, with orange patches 



on his cheeks, bright white 
above toe eye, a crest of 
feathers protruding from 
toe back of his head, and 
two further tufts rising like 
little fins on either side of 
his rump- The species was 
first brought to this country 
from the Far East early in 
the 18th century, and its 
high colouring made it a 
favourite for ornamental 
lakes and ponds. 

Oddly enough, although 
mandarins are declining in 
their original home, almost 
to the point of being 
endangered, they are 
flourishing here, and toe 
British population is now 
thought to number more 
than 7,000. Most live south 
of the Thames, in counties 
like Sussex. Surrey and 
Hampshire, but there is also 
a colony at toe Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust at 
Slimbridge, on the Severn, 
and it is birds from there 
which come up-river to 
breed along the streams in 
the deep valleys of the 
Cotswold escarpment 

Duff hart-davis 
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CONSERVATORIES 
at affordable prices 


-» Wood or UPVc 

->Free Planning 
-»Fam8y owned Company 
-*No gimmicks, just low Prices 
-* Our own fitters & bUlders 
-*Rji Ten Yfear Guarantee 
PHONE NOW FOR QUOTE 
S. L. CONSERVATORIES 


53D800 073 5747 



The strongest • The lightest • The Best 


Total gardening enjoyment comas free with these no-hassle work horses, 

buflt with uncompromising excellence In both design and materials: 

■ Indestructible, yet lightweight hopper - wiU never rust, buckle or break. 

* hot-efip galvanised, 30mm tubular steel chassis - robust and superbly 
balanced. 

* large, heavy-duty tyres, complete with roller bearings - smooth, 
effortless rotting, 

* aU fittings fri stainless steel - 
nothing will rust or deteriorate 
with One. ■ 

Range of five in three sizes. Request 

literature from; 


BOULDER BARROWS 

PQ Box 40, ttaktag, Svrey 6822 7YB 
(81483) 727 888 -Fte (81483) 727 8M 



CLOCK TOWERS AND WEATHERVANES 


For information on our 
roof turrets, clock 
towers and copper 
weathervanes call now 
for a brochure 
and price list from: 



Good Directions Ltd 

01489 577828 
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SPECIAL OFFER 
SAVE £££££ S 



CradU dta 3S’» I3*x 12* 

hanging basket cradle 

1 All steel super quality 

• Especially designed with tha growbag in mind 
1 Superb displays easily achieved with this stylish 
capacious and practical planter 
1 Complete with all brackets, fixings, etc., (as dears 
1 Money back guarantee 

-2™* PR,CE £29-99 (Incl. carr.) OR 
E19.99 each (incl. carr.) when you order 
™°ormoreWRP originally £38.90 each 


ORDER LINE 01462 734006 (24HRS) 


WEB ® S ! Jd - 5, Fen End Ind. Est, Fen i 
Stotfold^SG5 4BA. Fax: 01462 733445. 
Free Brochure available - 


CONSERVATORIES 
gt aff ordable prices 


-> Wood of UPVc 
-»Free Plannkig 
^family owned Company 
;► No gimmicks. Just low Prices 
■♦Our own f| tters & builders 
FuB Ten Year Guarantee 
mONE NOW FOR FREE iuOJE 

S^j-CONSERVAroRlES 


^0800 073 5741 
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Unexpected joys of recy cling 


‘Old tat’ is now 
cutting-edge 
design - at 
London’s ICA. 
By Annabel 
Freyberg 


HANGING ALONGSIDE the work Of 
each designer at the ICA's Stealing 
Beauty exhibition is a completed 
questionnaire on their influences. 
The answers are predictably jokes 
dever-dever and occasionally bath- 
etic: “Who/what has inspired you?'* 
elicits responses including “Madon- 
na", “Morecambe and Wise", 
“chaos", “animals" and “tutors". 
Every so often an answer really hits 
home: Fht (Fashion, Architecture, 
Taste) claim that their worst design 
memory was “a panic attack en- 
duced [sic] fy good taste in the 
kitchenware department of the 
Conran store". 

Tasteful artefacts are not what 
this show is about instead, common 
materials - clothes, bottles, swear- 
words - are wittily appropriated 
and inventively recycled to create a 
raw and temporary urban aesthetic. 
This is an old game that designers 
like to play but it is one that seems 
to work afresh- and weH- with each 
new generation. 

Surprising perhaps, many jokes 
and improvisations tried out here 
transcend their conception to be- 
come desirable - and even, dare 1 
say it tasteful - consumer objects. 
Mercifully, the ZCA understands the 
base desires provoked by such para- 
phernalia, and their shop is bristling 
with affordable versions of the 
articles on show. Even the sponsors, 
Perrier-Joufit champagne, have 
entered into thespirit with a smart 
glass champagne bucket designed 
by Azumi (yours for £40). 

The 16 young exhibitors are ex- 
citingly disparate. They include 
clothes designers, whose work 
ranges from 6876’s classic raincoats 
to Ann-Sofie Back’s alarming con- 
fections of second-hand fake satin, 
denim, felt pen and lace; almost con- 
ventional furniture-makers such as 
Mfohari Mar riott, with hfet handsome 
plywood pieces, and Azumi, whose 
chairs are made in the same way as 
shopping trolleys; and the extra- 
ordinary Light Surgeons, visual DJs 
who mix old and new film to create 
fast-paced light shows in collabora- 
tion with musicians and artists. 

The ICA’s main gallery is divided 
into a series of allotment-like strips, 
each devoted to the work of one ex- 
hibitor, the strips continue, beyond 
a wall pierced by a series of port- 
holes, into the corridor Most offer- 




ings are easily contained within 
their spaces, although Fat’s forest 
of silver birches, to which lights and 
6 th er diversions are attached, 
seems to extend beyond the ceiling 
thanks to a reflecting strip. 

The sanitary-ware manufacturers 
Armitage Shanks - not best known 
for their contribution to art - have 
excelled themselves, not only col- 
laborating on jaunty floral ceramic 
benches for a rundown street in 
Stake-an-Hent, but also donating the 
white urinal panels that make up the 
ICA’s new bar- their name is cheer- 
fully and cheekily visible. 

And very smart it looks, too. The 
bar; redesigned try 24/7, is literally at 
the centre of the show, between the 
main and the upstairs galleries; it 
houses imdyed. transparent ver- 
sions of Robin Day’s classic 
Polyprop chair (available in other 
colours from Habitat for £35 each) 
and deliriously sliced and laminated 
plywood tables and banisters. Huge 
posters by British Creative Decay, 
ironically depicting anti-fly-posting 
devices, line the staircase of the 
building to great effect 
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The ICA gallery divided into allotment-like strips, main picture; Georg BaJdele's ‘Caveman’ 
lights, left; glasses by Tord Boontje, centre; a Light Surgeons installation, right Tom Craig 


Some pieces, though whimsic- 
ally displayed, are ultimately prac- 
tical, such as El Ultimo Grito’s 
prizewinning plastic h a ngin g mag- 
azine and hat-racks iGood Morning 
Miss Moneypenny U costs £7.50 in 
the shop -and there’s a prize for the 
visitor who can throw a bowler hat 
on to an arm of it from the greatest 
distance). Other works concentrate 
on conceit rather than function: 
Michael Anastassiades 1 , Antony 


Dunne’s and Fiona Raby's almost- 
fumiture mocks the British pre- 
occupation with gardening, in such 
beautifully made structures as a 
seat to be shared with flowers; 
CucitrriberSamhrich, a table for con- 
taining growing, straightening and 
displaying cucumbers: and a grass- 
coated hump for lovers' tiffs. Most of 
the work, however, hovers more 
uncertainly between the decorative, 
the functional and the conceptual. 


Probably the best-known pieces 
are Tord Boontje’s decisively sliced 
and sand-blasted bottles: his wall of 
cut and assembled green glass is a 
glorious spectacle. He has also con- 
tributed a range of furniture made 
of objects found in skips, including 
a “rough-and-ready chair" consist- 
ing of wood. Army blanket and 
metallic tape - if you feel tempted 
to make your own, just pull a sheet 
of instructions off the wall. 


But possibly the most intriguing 
designs in Stealing Beauty are 
Georg Baldele’s glowing Caveman 
lights, stalagmite growths of coiled 
paper powered by a 35-watt bulb. 
Even more improbable is his two- 
tone floor; a rusty red that wears thin 
over five years to reveal a singing 
blue surface beneath. 

Indeed the whole show is engag- 
ing and playful, working a kind of 
magic on implausible materials. The 
beauty comes from the reinvention 
of familiar, inexpensive things, raw 
ingredients which even the show’s 
curator Claire CatteralL calls “es- 
sentially, just a load of old tat". 

Stealing Beauty: British Design 
Now runs from 3 April to 23 May, 
12noon-730pm daily at the Institute 
of Contemporary Arts, The MaR, 
London SWl 5 AH (0171-930 3647); 
admission: ICA members freelday 
membership £ 1 50 Mcm-Fri, £250 Sat 
& Suru catalogue £10. ThereimU.be 
a oneday conference an contem- 
porary design (speakers to include 
Professor Theodore Zeldin) on Sat 
10 April, 10am -6pm 


Design 


lines 


MOBILES ABE traditionally 
sculptures suspended in 
midair that move with the 
wind. Not so the architect-, 
artist- and engineerdesigned 
models to be found gyrating 
on the walls and floor as well 
as the ceiling of the Riba 
Architecture Gallery. They 

include the ground-based 
Wiggly Worm (rather a large 
one) by Daniel Chadwick, 
Flight by Diana Edmunds 
(illustrated below), and Peter 
Fluck’s and Tony Myatf s wall- 
mounted Chaotic 
Constructions ;, combining 
sculpture, music and 
computer technology. A 
□umber are for sale. 

Mo6iIes<g RZB/4 is at 66 
Portland Place, London WIN 
4DS tm 24 April (0171 307 3641 ) 



POTS GALORE in London this 
spring as two esteemed 
British ceramicists and one 
Danish potter exhibit their 
work. Martin Smith’s 
controlled geometric forms 
with metallic interiors can be 
found at the Barrett Marsden 
Gallery, while visitors to the 
Crafts Council Shop at the 
V&A will be treated to a small 
display of porcelain and 
earthenware figures by Mo 
Jupp. Lis Ehrenreich's pots - 
in their first UK showing - are 
at Galerie Besson, the smart 
West End ceramics showcase. 
Barrett Marsden Gallery, 1 7- 
18 Great Sutton Street, 
London ECl (0171-336 6396). 
until 17 April Crafts Council 
Shop at the V&A. London 
SW7, until 25 April; Galerie 
Besson, IS Royal Arcade, 28 
Old Bond Street, London Wl 
(0171-191 2706), until 23 April 

FOR MORE folksy figurative 
pottery, check out the 19th- 
century animals, politicians 
and other Staffordshire 
delights at Christie's South 
Kensington on 8 ApriL Lovers 
of Art-Nouveau and Art-Deco 
ceramics, glass and 
metalware are catered for too, 
with a sale the following day. 
Christie's South Kensington. 
85 Old B ramp ton Road. 
London SW7 (0171-581 7611) 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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BIKES! 



When you’re tired of 
pedalling just switch 
on the 

SINCLAIR zm U 
and take 
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Hills disappear. 
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Fbr Sales 


HUNDREDS 
OF FLEXIBLE 

ABRASIVE NYLON 
STRIPPING FINGERS 

mmwm 
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MOULDING ra«g.n « pjty 
SHAPE SAVE EU5 2 hx £19.95 inc. p&p. *low» nrt— » « 

Se nd cha ouWRQ'fi payable to Juflbote. 

MASTER CARO/VJSA orders 24 ms on l^S 

01S3G 720*130 T2HOUA DESPATCH. 

Mil— Mgr JUSTOOLS (Dept HN13), 
iimr.r.ne 88 Station Road, Burton Lattmor, HSF 
MORTHANTS 10115 5JW 

i JinitaW. UX RHdTM.No2K&3SI 
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THE Ervric Print Society’s new catalogue is 3 private 
pleasure. More people (39,000 so far) buy ii than talk 
about it. However, if our buyers arc discreet, our cata- 
logue is shamelessly nor. 

The limited edition prints of Suzanne Ballivm illus- 
trations for Initiation Amovrruse are as erotically explicit 
as the lovely young bride in them, is at the outset, r.ati<e. 
They are also accompanied by a first English translation 
of the novella. 

Trevor Watson's first collection of black and while 
photographs, Girls Behaving Badly, takes one view ol the 
erode world. China Hamilton’s taxes a Rear View. 

Our immodest catalogue (104 pages, 12* illustra- 
tions} is a modest £5-99 inc pfiep. And with it wc'U send 
you a free copy of Britain's fastest- growing 
monthly magazine, THE Erotic REVIEW. 

(Please note for over 18s only.) 


House & Home 


House & Home 


Fora 


FREE copy 


catalogue of 
Chrysanthemums 


Geraniums. 
Fuchsias, Pinks 


pano plants 

PHONE: 01386 833022 

or write to: 

WOOLMANS, DEPT IN 
FREEPOST SWC22S2 
EVESHAM, WRI1 5 ZD 



CLOCK TOWERS AND WEATHERVANES 


For information on our 
roof turrets, clock 
towers and copper 
wcaihervanes call new 
for a brochure 
and price list from: 


Good Directions Ltd 

01489 577828 


especially 

for 


Parker Knoll 
Minty* Ercol 
Cintique 
G*Plan 


owners 


TAILORED 

COVERS 

These are WOT 
stretch covers 
but perfectly 
fitting tailored 
covers, cut 
precisely to the 
size and shape 
of each model 


I am interested in Tailored Covers [ j Re- upholstery LI &*■**"«) 


Make/model no. of my turrmure- 


(Kb*-) 


bjn-Plaii, 


Send to Lynpkan Ltd, Dec' 906 43 Imperial Way, Croydon CR9 4LP 



jS)0800 317 004 


Scrawltac Direct, FREEPOST. Yeovil. Somerset BA22 8BF 



We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs be Lag made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose yonr Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, Monkwell, 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! 
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We wilt beat any other price of a comparable quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Rayford Street, Mare SL, 
Hackney, London ES 3SE (Nr W'eli SD 
Tel: 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 


To advertise 

in this 
section 
please 
call Ay a I 
Haye 
on 01 71 
293 




Unusual Gifts 


GENUINE 
BIRTHDAY I 

NEWSPAPERS 


SPECIAL OFFER 
SAVE £££££ S 





BaOtdm3S m x12 m x12 

HANGING BASKET CRADLE 

All steel super quality 

Especially designed with the growbag In mind 
Superb displays easily achieved with this sty fish, 
capacious and practical planter 
Complete with all brackets, fixings, etc., (as diagram} 
Money beck guarantee 

OFFER PRICE £29.99 (inch can.) OR 
£19.99 each (incl. carr.) when you order 
two or more! RRP originally £38.90 each 


ORDER LINE 01462 734006 (24 HRS) 


WEBBS lid. Unit 5, Fen End Ind. Est, Fen End, 
StOtlOld. SG5 4BA. Fax: 01462 733445. 
Free Brochure available 


an brpcu jidrires and 
from IM2-I999. Saadi}' 
Newspapers from 1915. 
Ready ftr presemmna. 
San* day dispatch. 
REMEMBER WHEN 
US BngUoe Krai 
Sddh CmytlH. CTC 6EU 


10181-763 6363! 

0 » call FREE 0500 520 000 


cybercat 

Internet 

Online Shopping 
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SHOPPING 



THE WEEKEND^ 

The TH-r^ent 3 April 


gridlockJyShaunThUlips 


A tour of the CD players, navigation systems and even TVs you’ll wish you had when stuck in th e Easter^ 

Hard to keep your eyes on the road 


T here's Valentine's 
Day, Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day. 
Why isn’t there an 
annual holiday when 
we all get our elbows 
greased with Turtle 
Wax and pay homage to the most 
overlooked member of the family: the 
motor-in-law? 

Is it because Halford's isn’t as 
media savvy as Cadbury’s? Or is it 
because, deep down, we ail recognise 
that there is a universal truth: 
modem cars are rubbish? 

Now Max Power readers can 
blow cash on Oz Polaris alley wheels 
and designer gear knobs until the 
cows come home, but they might as 
well hang fluffy dice from their 
chrome-plated rear-view mirrors 
for all the good it will do them. 

No amount of cosmetic surgery 
can disguise the fact that beneath the 
trimmings they are in possession of 
the automobile equivalent of bull 
mastiffs: fierce, plug-ugly, little 
monsters with large growls but no 
balls. Fiat Puntos, Honda Civics, 
Citroen AXs, and their ilk don’t 
deserve an occasional car-wash, let 
alone a perennial treat 
You, however do. It’s something 
of a paradox that people who would 
happily spend more than a grand 
installing a decent hi-fi in their 
homes vvitl spend more time listen- 
ing to music on the cheap stereo that 
came fitted-as-standard with their 
can To ensure that an out-of-tune 
DJ's whine doesn't spur you into an 
act of road rage with a wheel brace, 
perhaps it’s time you considered 
installing the following hardware: 

THE KENWOOD MIXER 

Name: Kenwood In-Car Navigation 
System and CD Receiver 
Price: £2,500 
Stockists: 01923 816 444 
Description: If you didn't know 
that it was there, then you wouldn't 
notice it, because the brains of 
Kenwood's navigational system - a 
2kg silver box of tricks called the 
KNA-V10G - is housed in the car boot 
This machine uses a global-posi- 
tioning system to pinpoint exactly 
where your car is located and guides 
you to any other address you wish. 

The FM tuner unit is also tucked 
away at the bade, while the user 


interface (the VZ907, main picture) 
is a secretive, pop-up, 5 .8-inch wide 
colour screen (with CD player) 
located in an unmarked panel in the 
dashboard. An on-screen virtual 
keyboard allows you to punch in a 
specific destination, or you can use 
various databases to search for 
garages and car parks. Simply select 
whether you want the most direct or 
the speediest route and it will map 
it out for you. guiding you both on- 
screen and verbally. 

Spaiding more than two grand on 
an electronic road map mi gh t seem 
like something of a luxury, but the 
navigational function is just the tip 
of the proverbial iceberg in terms of 
this gizmo's potential The screen 
also acts as a control panel far the 
unit’s built-in CD player; and yon can 
install a video and TV tuner in your 
vehicle, and both watch and operate 
it via this screen. 

Suitable for: Anyone who couldn’t 
find a beer bottle in a brewery 
unaided. 

Style: ***** 

Anything else worth recom- 
mending? 

Kenwood do a number of additional 
bolt-on units, including a six-disc 
Mini Disc Autochanger (KMD-CBO, 
£600), a 10-CD Autochanger (C907. 
£300) and a Digital Audio Broadcast 
Recover (KTC959, £1,000). 

TV QUICK 

Name: Clarion VRX8470R 
Price: £1,300 
Stockists: 01793 870 400 
Description: Like Kenwood’s 
system, this is an ever-pulsating 
brain that can be expan dal with all 
sorts of extra accessories. Instead of 
using a navigational system as its 
centrepoint. Clarion’s VRX8470R 
revolves around a TV/radio and a 
4x30watt amplification unit The 
dashboard interface (above) looks 
like a straightforward AM/FM radio 
tuner but at the touch of a button it 
pops out to reveal a five-inch LCD 



screen and TV tuner (which stores 
up to 12 pre-set channels) . 
Suitable for: TV-addicted reps. 

Style: **** 

Anything else worth recom- 
mending? 

If you’re one of those people who 
never seem to be able to spot either 
low walls or bollards when reversing, 
then the Clarion Reversing Aid 
Camera (CC850E, £350) is a vital 
accessary At the flick of a switch, you 
can see what’s behind you through 
the dashboard screen. 


SIX APPEAL 

Name: Nakamichi MB-75 
Price: £700 

Stockists: 0181-863 9117 (from July) 
Description: Multi-disc CD 



machines are bulky affairs usually 
housed in a car boot Invariably, this 
inaccessibility results in you playing 
the same CDs for months. 
Nakamichi has now managed to 
cram a six-disc CD changer and 
radio recover into a standard-sized, 
in-dash machine (above). What’s 
more, the audio quality is magnifi- 
cent, the styling superb (you can 
chose amb er or green illumination) 
and the machine has several other 
neat benefits, mcludinga removable 
front panel (to deter theft), anti-roll 
suspension, palm-sized remote, soft 
eject system and magnetic disc 
damp in g . No, that's not a bulky 
yellow cage that a warden attaches 
to your stereo while you nip into the 
newsagent, but the way in which a 
CD Is held in position, cutting out the 
vibrations that occur in units which 
use conventional spring systems. 
Suitable For: anyone who gets 
bored with CDs after track three. 
Style: ***** 

Anything else worth recom- 
mending? 

If you would prefer a CD, radio and 
MiniDisc all in one self-contained 
unit, then your best bet is probably 
JVC's KD-MX3000RB (0181-208 7654, 
£550). Its neat gimmick is Cruise, a 
system by which the volume 


increases the faster you drive. 

AMPLIFICATION AND 
SPEAKERS 

Name: Phoenix Gold QX2100 
amplifiers and JL Audio 10W0-8 10- 
inch subwoofers 

Price: £160 and £115 each, respec- 
tively 

Stockists: 0181-863 9117 
Description: Boring but essential 
parts for your block-rocking beats. 



Both amplifiers and speakers are 
available in a mind-numbing lange 
of sizes and strengths. The silver 
powder-polished QX2100s (above) 
are capable of handling most drivers' 
audio requirements; the 10W0-8 
speakers look unremarkable but 
boast VRC technology, a system 
which apparently locks the critical 
joint between the spider, cone and 
voice coiL None the wiser? Don’t 
worry, you only have to listen to them, 
not talk about them. 

Suitable For: people with ears on 
the sides of their heads. 

Style: **** 

Anything else worth recom- 
mending? 

If you want something more 
flamboyant, though, invest in Sound- 
stream’s Da Vinci, a seven-channel 
amp (0181-863 9117, £2,700, above). 
With the sort of taste that would 
appeal to the Sultan of Brunei the 
Da Vinci is a humungous, 24-carat 
gold-plated box with a cut-out of 
Leonardo’s Proportions of the 
Human Figure, tastefully backlit by 
a scarlet light Nice 



Shaun Phillips is deputy editor of 
'ZM magazine 



In-Car Navigation System and CD Receiver, £2,500, Kenwood (01923 816 444) 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: PERSONAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Recently featured on 

(S I Iv I l S) TtoXcoeuzC 
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Club Sirius the Introduction Agency for the 
intelligent, articulate and well educated. 
10,000 members nation-wide must be right! 
Choose from our entire database before you 
decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holidays. 
Call for a Free Information Pack on 

0800 542 3000 

3:30cm -10:30pm 7 days a week or write to 
FREEPOST 305 London EC IB ISY\ 

Visit our Website http://www.clubsirius.com 


Chat Lines 



NORTHERN LIGHTS 

ill. dynamic, s4m, profession- 
al woman, wort® tad. pfctya hard, 
seeks son Jar mate, 40s-50s. Into clas- 
sical music, ftnsse, baas, travel and 
fun. Glasgow or anywhere. TT602S 
MADRUMBARca-ONA 
Creative, attractive. eUm tamale, articu- 
late. with effervescent personalty, 
seeks cultured, NTS. snrtt mala. 50-65. 
for hofiday In May. possfcte retattarv 

stiP. St Atoans. *T5884 

SUCCESStONAL SINGLE 


LOOKJNG FOR MR RIGHT 
Female. 25. ST, sfan. blonde. Mie 
eyas, very attactrve. loves piiis. din. 
music, seal® a young mate. 19-30. 
looks unimportant toy area TTS7<3 
LOOKING FOR YOU 
Fair-hared, petite, attractive female, 
yowd 41. successful career. Skes the- 
mra, tons, travel, seeks attractive, sin- 
cere man. 35-«5. GSOH. Central 

London. ^8040 

AMERICAN WANTED— 

...50. lor Elkn. bferste. profession^, 
wflfi two grown sons and fyeen card, 
who toves the arts, sne* and sea and 
adventists rti toe mind, body end soiti. 

g6Q38 

MAN WITH QUALITIES? 
Unconvertional Continents brunette, 
lato 406. taC. sfim. N/S. Intefiectualferts 
Iraaie s teftrufesskm. enjoys outdoors. 

fcs tat paduate. professional malt*. 
45-55. ernotionetiy Iterate. Ivefy rood. 


SUCCESStONAL SINGLE SWte tati ^aduKe^rrtasaorw . 

tt you're an unattached mole. 30s. 4555. emotionetiy Iterate. Ivety i 

attractive, creative end rnfeilgert. into stmtiar intirasts. BoriwQwrVldn 
music, ctabs. conversation, travel, the- V5636 


•ng. 


must, dubs. 

an. I would fee to hear from you. 

T?5778 

HAPPY ORTTiaST 
Attractive, sftn. fumy, u ncon v en ti o na l 
female. 34. huresting. WeBgsnL cre- 
-*•-9. educated, loves reatting. Jaugh- 
tha aits, cou ntrysid e a nd rat es, 
stayng at home, seeking a 
compatible mate, meter 55. TT5910 
DBJCtOUS BRUNETTE 
W»i poise and smouldering looks, fe 
seeking «me very tsbrtiows. tafl. charis- 
matic and suceessfel man. 35-45, to 

work her Be out wfth g5846 

ANYBODY UP NORTH? 

Warm, cuddy, fwety woman. 42. 5\ 
blonde, blue eyes. WeSgent teas 
music, toad, axjntjysxte, travel mt 
cydes. seeking an HeOgeni. witty, 
sansave man. to coax out the 
wjjwi CumtrtaA-J Lancs, J 
PERFECTLY PARADOXICAL 
Partner sought by tNs fumy, serious. 


NOT MUCH TO ASK 
TNI, attractive, sfim white lemate. 43. 
see**® a talL attractive black mate. 
30-40, lor nervine TLG "05837 
QlOmOHAL WEAPON 
Tender Latin fema le war rior, 30, 
duties dial it ting, cairto opponent 
male gladiator. 30,. tor a genUne, 
amicafcie dux I 
P5859 


. LondortSouth East 


ATTRACTIVE ANTELUGENT 
Genuine, warm. sfim. «. professional. 
Wbrnm, blonde female. 30. N/S, seeks 
simler mate. &. athletic buM. hopeful- 
ly tearing lo love, haapras s ana a 
car ini tied relaOortshto. Herts or Bucks 
mad, ■n-sa&t 


area preferred. 


SEEKING FUN AND FWENDSMP 
TaB and afim, proleswonal woman. 
rrtid-30s. independent. Dvefy. cmeflva. 
seeking a confident and stvteh man. 
tor fun days/ nights out Irieralsftip. 




amthton based. -gg039 


DEEPLY CYNICAL 
Sfim. 57*. brown-eyed brunette, 
GSOH. attractive, atitietic. 2s, enjoys 
theatre, music outdoor pirsute and 
kaep-to. seeks solvent male. 25-40, 
with stinOar interests, who can restore 
her tafth In men. Hansahire. TT6Q34 
CREATIVE AND STYLISH 
Ate active. sSm, canng. independent 
brunette, -57. toreign rational, protes- 
sionaL enjoys opera, classical music, 
travel seela mature, vrel-ertocatsd. 
sincere, protestor®) male. 48- S3, tor 
triendshc and hopektikr tore. PS934 
UNCOVER THE MYSTERY 
Bright, asvaceous. vtvadous, ntisetrle- 
vents, euBty, dark-r^ed flatten lady. 


ALL WO MAN 

Female. 4a tunny and feisty, In Wales. 

sL ratable and ctere, man 


W5867 


ONE MAN AND MS DOG 
Wan uolh dog soutfs by reesnOy bere- 
aved labrador owner. 45*. N/S. w9t 
1 brain and looks. London/ M25 


a) male, lor longterm rel a tionship 

traxi 

VET 

Or at least er*na)4ovtng. p rofessional 
mate, sought by HymoiSh-baeed. trfto- 
gual gmdirw. SO>. wWr GSOH. fend 
ot tiavef, Bm. Heranre. swtnnrsng. 

watte, horse rirtng P5835 

LCN30N LADY- 

..SO. wftti various interests, inducing 
cinema, music, revel, eating and 
drtrtidng. getting out at London often! 
Coda rtioAoerrl man with stintar Imer- 
ests. -ssaa 

SUSSEX WOMAN 
Graduate lady: very yoimg 55. 5B*. 
s&n. BL attractive. Into jazz, al the 
arts, travel, wahs. cycknn, swlm i ri in g. 
seeks BR. sorted mate, amftar age and 
interests, tor t lc i Ush lp. tf5B30 
SURREY BASED 

Big. joly. attractive wo man graduate. 
5t. looks yowtger. seeks male com- 
panion. tor conversation. Rms, feeare. 
art. music, g ar dening. D1Y. counvy- 
a«te. warm hea rt. c oM feet YP5691 _ 


COCK-EYED A OPTIMSHC 
Inteteger*. stim and (retry lemate. In 
earty 4 0s. into spattual growth, b ook- 
Stops, county safe, atiemoon tea 
and champagne, Beeks Mnd. mteft- 
gent sensitive male. 44 -6a who also 
enjoys dnema. titeatie and muac. tor 
Wendshfa and romance. Welsh nia cft- 

ea C5759 

tr COULD BE YOU 
SSm and aflracthe woman. Si. Joanna 
Lumtoy type, ereoys good company, 
has an active Efestyte. seeks solvent 
attractive, outgoing, tan male. Looking 
farwaid to tearing from you. IT 596 1 
NEW FOREST GRADUATE 
Atrectivs. tom. blonde, artistic female. 
5'4". enjoys arts, theatre eattog out 
fere music, seeks ton- loving, easygo- 

GENUINE LADY 

Christian female. 25. 5*3*. aiixrn/btoe- 
N/S. enjoys eamg out and having fun, 
seeks oecort Christian guy. 25-30. 

N.S. tor hiendshipYelatiorcSvp, 

Laaintouon area. 1Y5890 

CAUGHT UP IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
TaL sfen. professional female. 35, 


mate, to explore the (peal 
outdoors and add some spice to Ha. 

WZB37 

HELP -NORTH WEST 
1V» attractive, happy, totefepent South 
Cumbria females. 34/45. seek wo amv 
lar daiK stim/raedtom-tiuit men, under 
45. 5 B‘-k «5?tB 


VMCE 

Please cal again - 1 could nol get your 
numder and ntwU fire to get in toutfr. 
Lie's dflkaJI in a csD box. tt 5900 



GENUINE HALE 

Stogie write male. 44. professoral, 
considerate and honest tots rooter, 
m*iy intarests: countrysale. walking 
and danong. seeks genutoe lady, tor 
friendshto. London area. TTXG7 
BRBTOUSOimt WEST 
Anractive. kind. NellgenL loyal male, 
aged 41. non-smoker. Is seektog a 
simlar female, tor outings, converse 
lion, friendship and love. P6050 
PLEASE REPLY 
TML dark and handsome, seti- 
employad bustoessman, aged 40, 
saektog a happy, realgar*, beaitiitul 
^ttfend, aged 24-32. London. 

ANYTHfeKTS POSSIBLE 
Professional, tal male, egad 39. N/S. 
considered goocHooWng. GSOH. new 
to area, enjoys music, country walks, 
ftsatre, saRng. K«v-H- seeks sincere, 
rfmmiah femate, 30-40. tot fin and 
Mendsrito Somerset area. BP5941 
LOOK NO FURTHER 
Kind, caring, shy. totefegerti pentteman. 
enjoys all the usual tolngs to He, seeks 
fnenay female, tor friendship, outings 

and comply. 05882 

ARTISTIC TAUREAN 
Slim male. 44. STT, arts postgr aduate, 
enjoys stogng. line arts, adttcln, 
pub;, red wine, seeks ton femafe. bom 
year ot dog/liger. or between 35451 E 
Lordorvn Essex based preferably. 

TT5902 

CREATIVE MIND 
Sporty mate. 40s, Into arts, tiwatre. 
porting, and waneterinB around (he 
globe, red wine and laughter, seeks 
adventurous female, to share toe less 

trodden path- *^602 4 

UNATTACHED MALE 
EryQys sports, fitness, travel, desires 
curvaceous, ur pretenfious lemate. 20- 
50. WS. ErSnbwqh based ^6026 
29- YEAR-OLD MALE 
eft. drn. btoefdark. attractive, enjoys 
revel, music, cfeam a. eating Imam 
photography, sports, see ks attactive 
rsnole. *3r friendship- possibly more. 
Agesraca unimpartanL Bristol baoed 

bte can travel TT5942 

FATVER FIGURE 

WfeB old owl Bachelor. 50. gerrite but 
Aan-haaned tetighf. seewnga young 
lady, who needs an otow lather figure. 
Nol rich, but ell ol me wE honour end 

prefect vou- Souto 1T5S82 

REGENERATED EX-NEW MAN 
Boyish, 60. slim, tal. felr. bid back, 
wants to redtecover excftemenl of (St- 
ference wflh a fetrtrifne earnav 55-65. 
genua, buxom and curvy, darii/dark. 
Cetfic/Lalto. good looks, N/S. London 

TT5979 

ARAB WOMAN SOUGHT 
Arab mate. 34, paduafe. honesL gen- 
uine. kind, taring, into poetry. Stef 
acre, saektog a fete honest woman, 
lor genuine friendship, leading to a 

testing r eUBmish io fegg 

CALL ME 

Ex-ba*pa*er. 20. 5-10 - , weJ*uA. 
radtoaL shy. sergflh rB^ho nea enjoys 
pubs, swimming, raadtog. good con- 
ven safion . seeks attraetivo mixed 
racwtsack female, stouter inter asts. 27- 

34, trsaca 

OXFORD 

Decent ctoap, 35, bl. own teeth and 
home, seeks ynu7 TI 5943 


KMGHTL. 

,_wBh tarnished armour seeks damsel 
with Brasso Mend's area. S^fi53 
SINATRA LOVER 

Witty. rnteDgent dark, mascuine. pro- 
fessoral mate, aged 33. loves music. 
country side. Sms. spo rts, see ks ri«n. 
attractive, cultured but caring lady, 
without children, who's toctependem. 
tor a lasting relaaonstwp. ttS985 
CALL ME 

Black male. 32. 5' 11‘. medium bud. 
black/brown, enjoys kBep-ftl cinema, 
long wafcs. eating out and tnends. 
se«s lady. 25-35. sfanrmedum bold. 
to share iwresto with. V5889 
IF UFE IS A JOURNEY— 

...then I'm taokrei tor a co-ttover. 
Reacfingbased male, too dose to 40 
tor comfort, seeks female, to share 

rite's twists and toms. TT6042 

AMERICAN MALE 
Professional. genUne. axe. serious 
and fumy mate, 33. seeks wonderM 
femafe Inend, tor timer, pubbtog and 
explortng. posstoly tar romanoe 

1TE035 

SIMPLE GlfY 

Asian mate. SOsomething. S tal. 
rfivonred. sporty, aophfeteated. simpte 
and spattual. seeks lemale. with posi- 
tive outlook on He. lor toendship and 

ton. London area. TTS838 

SOUL MATE SEARCH 
AttractNe arertfed, 30s. 5 ■9', dark hair, 
green-blue eyes, efimmWi buU, N/S. 
outgoing, ^xntaneous. romantic, 
loves sports, cydng. waika. toe arts. 
axhfUttons. travel atd socralslng. 
seeking a creative lemate. vrixt'e on a 
S»mter wavetength. tar posstale seri- 
ous ratetionshjpL Twickenham ( 

by area, TTSeS? 

UFE COMMITMENT 

Architect 33. tal. blond. N/S. art lover, 

seeks prof e s si o na l IncfeiVPafcfatani 

woman, with a stocere interest in the 

arte- '^5696 

FRIENDLY A RESERVED 
Reserved, netperienced. mld-40a 
mate. Ores travel, sodafoing. seeks 
rimfiar. sincere, tady. nw-303 B 50. lor 
tnendsfep. poeatoty more. Easr/North 
London or Essaj. area. g59t6 
BLOSSOMING FUTURE 
TaU, slm gentleman. 56. WS, Sees (he 
normal firings m He, seeking sfcrn lady. 
N/S. who requires romance, sinoarty 
and Undnesa. wifir wining and dining. 

Mgs gea TTbtoa 

TALU DARK GRADUATE 
Warm, caring mate, wfcte totarass arts, 
toeetie. cinema, prAy-dubs. ww Ung. 
countryside, mountains, foreign travel 
seeks tafi. sfim. profession^. rt eU ge r q 
woman. 34-46. sinter Interests, raafl 

have VGSOH 7T5974 

STUNNINGJ 

rteffgerrL caring and attractive mate, 
25. sensiOvB. with stamina, seeks 
stinting blonde, IB-35, tor tin. Mend- 
ship and enjoying the good Be. 

"BSO*7 


WILL YOU BE MINE? 
vary jo 
tiAi 

»ns.l 

large bum lor titandstitip, possMy 

mors. gS915 

HANDSOME AMD GEMUME 
Cfly professional. G. with file. GSOH. 
vaned Interests, seeks attractive, sfim. 
coring female, for friendshipr nena nce. 
You won ! be rfis o opotreed. lt58Sg 
SUCCESSFUL LAWYER 

j 35. seeks irtsteauaJ 
, any nafionafify/raa. tor reb- 

Bonshta. ■g-5393 

FM WATTING 

. .lor someone to make two fives com- 
ptete. yours and mne. Me. 41. 6", dark 
and na n d s ome. N/S. warm, wtny and 
ovofiabto, very creative. Mo sts. the- 
atre. dnema. music. You? Remember 
I'm wahtog. U5931 


tJte ftlio+uz 
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INSTANT CONHICTIDHS 24 HKS 

0891708057 
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Live 1-2-1 with US girls! 

0991 900 918 


P USA AND UK! 

CEwwito itettiUttinteWn 
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TAROT 2000 

0991 959 534 


Chat Lines 



FRE GAY GHAT! 


CALL AT STANDARD BT NATIONAL RATES! 


707 400 731 


p^BrwSaqe London WC1N 3XX. 0C707 cMW coat orty fiprinki cheap 
rate. Boftwn neetr. When re aterfl a aare r^» refig gj eacura. 


Chat Lines 



ARE YOU THE ONE? 

Q you are an outgoing, complex per- 
son who enfoys new chaltenges and 
wants the best out of Ita. please call. 

Must be posa-vo TT5P83 

DERBCS TIE NAME 
Kind. honeaL trustworthy, funny, chival- 
rous. good -looking male for so Urey 
say). 40s. 6\ sfcn bufld, HI, bfeweyes, 
educafod. Passions: horse! 


CARPE DB4 

Had a bad day. month or year 
Considerate, proactive guv. 50s. seeks 
female soul mote, under 50 South 
Wales basal WSKJt 


wtidHe. aaBng. ddng. tfwetre. music 
and ravel, te seeking a tamale cem- 
onnion. ^5855 



COLOURS 
YbunqTooWng student councto, aged 
34. 53*. aesmosn caring, (hougMA 
humorous, enjoys Okra, yoga rauxtag 


j InttepenttenL 
mg lemate. ta enjoy fito wtih. 

Newcastle area. g6046 

Are YOU OUT THERE? 

Gercte doctor, aged 60. Sfi*. south 


music. USBUSU. .ravel. 
OIY. peopta and vfrtage care, seeks 
femafe traduate. N/S. TTSgTS 
MAKE MY TELEPHONE RING 
Charming, funny, romantic, sotverti. 
aportaneous. soteent successful 
mala, 34, wfih zest tar fte. Passions: 
music. Bating, sh o pping, seeking chal- 
fenging fereafe, 2535. humoiv ess* 
tal. ton guaranteed. OrlcrrVBerks/ 

~ ' i preferably. ITS 856 


LIKE MMDS? 

James, late 40a. but could be 10 y*ars 
younpar, somefime actor, now in toe 
exhfafion business, enjoys theatre 
travel, tennis and cydng. British her- 
itage and architecture seeking tvrahi. 
attractive, younger man. taie Ate-jo. 

dmiar interests. ~H:S037 

WELSH MALE ~ 

Unpretentaus mate, aped 26, ST. 
straight-acting, brown hair, blue eyes 
Wo me dnema. travel, good food, rn- 
rva sa. ee irt ryskfe. seeking a chunky 
Welshman, aged 20-35. Ort-xd. 
Manchester or anywhere ®$977 


LUST FOR UFE 

Mate. 36. SIT, btondrWua. stacere. 
sfighfiy mad. tote anything that's km. 
seeks wicked woman. 20-30. wfth 
good bane structure, to shower wtth 

attection. Manchester. TT5839 

HAPPY BUNNY 

Warm-hearted, trtandiy. adventurous 
mate, 45. &. N/S. tees sports, swtin- 
rrting. keeping ft. general aodaising. 
secM triandy female, warm, caring, 
single mums ospeoallv w e l c ome, tar 
feendshfeireianonshlp -g5905 
JAMES HERE 

Tal. attractive, gentie vegetarian, tale 
50s. 5'1 O’. N/S. seeks Single, refined, 
teiaiiached female. 40-65. tar long- 
term caring MendsNp and more. 



FUN, FRIENDSHIP. PARADISE 
Genukte, btsaaial mate, early 3 q*. 

rtoftbrown hah. brown eves, erejys 

vreaswig the news, good moyief. eat- 

tofl DfJt s seeking carp/es or s notes, 
any size vwy stamv or very ptoh® 
tor good ton turves g SOtJ 
ALPHA BETA CTJRI CULUlf 

dares. 

gkk awess. humour uteas. 
jOPAtondn^s. love, lust and kteraiure. 
sweet musta. News-Never Land, coen 
Vo*, retro**, sttoms- 
ove sren. truth, underground. vNup. 
toarc, wot. vtraonjnary. you, :<*si ire 
He How ~bou> vou? •S-5SI7 


_ crluty MT HC IN’ DEPEN’ DENT - 

vr*. ^ c « c i 

b a k -w X- V \ 


Oub Rentarous to fte exdfing «ajr to And b palnw 
or frisod using Bie tetephonel Widte yotfrea 
nsmberorfi guest you can use ttie naif testifies 
designed to befoyoo net someone new! 
•ifertelWmlBaKAtf«tetS8rHDnpitrtp«pte ■ 
tf tffireteqgegrays • Oti at earn Bahaa asefimt 
KvTteMtttao ftstc toawwEwjteE 
» arBBto flfettB anfcB »«t* w fis rtm p*^ * 
H»L *(<M»jwrfirortaBMganfcaaviTO 

v aH*t*5aAlttice£Baa tofUetup msasron 
brWteBSf cktoreOT -Mawcaiflaad»a«usft 
ksnntia&tutinto 

-Call Club Rendezvous NOW • 

09064770701 

eritiniMMrBrew4tewri«eHwiia> a w3 
fwiwri oww iwA eee is MHinniasmiwr»JSt M 
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Independent advice for the independent traveller: 

FROM THE ONLY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER TRAVEL SECTION THAT REFUSES FREE TRIPS 



Reinhard Eisele 


Life is so relaxed in the Maldives, a series of tropical islands perched at the end of jettys, that yon can spend an entire morning just thinking about going for a swim 

100 degrees of solitude 

Despite the honeymooners, the Maldives is a great place for enjoying some tranquillity. By Maggie OTarrell 
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j he precise moment 
I when 1 was struck fay 
the weirdness of the 
situation was when I 
saw the man ahead of 
me on the jetty carry- 
ing, hoisted up on his shouideq my 
suitcase He was walking about 10 
paces in front, and 1 was following, 
carrying only my sunglasses. I’ve 
lugged a rucksack across the Ear 
East and most of Europe, and I pride 
myself on being a hardened travrilec 
Td never before in my life travelled 
with a suitcase. It usually lives 
under my bed, coming out only to 
hold my posh dotbes when I move 
house But now someone was carry- 
ing it for me. Up a jetty. Towards a 
tropical island resort 
The rain, wind and frost of a re- 
lentless British winter bad been 
getting me and my boyfriend down; 
in February we saw a cut-price air 
fare to the Maldives, and rather reck- 
lessly booked two weeks there, 
thinking only of an escape to 3Q°C- 
plus temperatures. It was after- 
wards that we got worried. Would we 
be bored? Was the resort going to be 
a nightmare? What do people do all 
day on a tropical island? 

In the ensuing weeks, I discov- 
ered that everybody’s heard of the 
Maldives but no one knows quite 
where they are. They are an inde- 
pendent Islamic republic of 1492 




N D_LA L 

Madrasi 


'-i&f.X, 

^BLANDS™' 

: -.'is ISLANDS 

1 SiVi -SRI 

rufenfushi ' LANKA 

.. . lie ' • ; • - • 

'- IN D t AN ~ ‘ ? 
. OCEAN 

...... . 

300miles 


coral islands in the middle of the In- 
dian Ocean, south west of Sri Lanka, 
inhabited by about 250,000 people. 
TwKityyearsa^tiKMfllcfiviangov- 
emment came up with a master plan 
for sustainable, environment- 
friendly tourism, citing what they 
termed “the Robinson Crusoe fee- 
tor” as the islands’ main attraction. 


Tourists were to be limited to a small 
number of islands and resorts were 
to be traffic-free, with buildin gs that 
weren't taller than the vegetation 
and could provide all the necessary 
catering and infrastructure so that 
waste disposal and feel consumption 
could be regulated and controlled. 
This gave rise to more pre-holiday 
cynicism; just how solitary can you 
feel when you're sharing your island 
with 500 other Robinsons? 

When I arrived at Meerufenfushi 
- the island at the end of the jetty - 
the weirdness intensified. A man in 
a Hawaiian shirt handed us lurid 
drinks adorned with cherries and, as 
I discovered throughout my two 
weeks there, similarly dressed men 
appeared wherever you looked - 
serving food, answering phones, 
talking to guests, tilling the soil, 
making up rooms, and -weirdest of 
all - r akin g the sand. I didn’t, 
however; see a single Maldivian 
woman. When I asked our waiter 
where they ah were, he looked con- 
fused for a moment, then said: “On 
another island.” 

Meeru is one of the larger island 
resorts in the North Male AtoIL It’s 
roughly a mile square, rimmed by 
white sand beaches and an almost 
waveless turquoise sea. Rows of 
rooms are shaded by jungle 
vegetation, all of them self- 
contained, with air-conditioning, a 


veranda and - that quintessentiaily 
Maldivian domestic feature - a 
private, alfresco shower-room. Fbr 
an island that plays host to so many 
guests, its most noticeable feature 
is the silence. There are so many 
trees, so many shaded inlets and so 
many mini-beaches that it is 
perfectly possible to pretend you’re 
alone for a day - as long as you're 
prepared to discount the free-for-all 
mass buffet meal times. 

Boredom was something I 
needn't have worried about. What I 
hadn't accounted for in my 
pre-resort holiday nerves was the 
acclimatisation that takes place 
after a day or two - both to the 
oven-like temperatures and to the 
pace of life. It’s like living in slow 
motion. I am not known for being 
equable or relaxed, but I soon found 
I could spend a whole morning just 
thinking about going for a swim. 

My workaholic boyfriend and I be- 
came accustomed to 10- or 1 1-hour 
sleeps; I would spend hours gazing 
at trapezoids of light swinging 
across the bottom of the pool, wan- 
dering through the shallow's looking 
for baby sharks and crabs, reading 
in one of the cafes, or floating aim- 
lessly on my back in the sea. 

One night we sat on a beach for 
ages as Hammer Horror forks of 
lightning cracked open the horizon 
and lurid green phosphorescence 


glinted brightly, like cats’ eyes, on the 
shore of the sea. 

The one thing the “Robinson 
Crusoe" idea doesn't do justice to is 
the suhaqua world of these islands. 
We put on masks and snorkels on our 
second day, for want of anything bet- 
ter to da and then practically refused 
to resurface until our return plane 
was threatening to leave the runway. 
Imagine a tropical aquarium, full of 
clear, warm water and coloured 
fish: magnify it in size to infinity, and 
then imagine yourself swimming 
through it If, like us. you decide that 
snorkelling just isn't enough, you can 
do a scuba-diving course and go 
down further to swim among thou- 
sands of angel fish and herds of dol- 
phins, sharks (the white reef tip kind 
- small and friendly), turtles and 
giant clams. 

As the environment minister, 
John Prescott, recently showed, 
though the coral here is dead and 
lies wearing the grey colour of old 
socks. A Russian geologist told me 
over dinner one night that all may 
not be lost. As we saw. the fish 
haven't deserted it, and he explained 
that the warmer temperatures oF El 
Nino that destroyed the coral’s 
living core may just act like a forest 
fire - a natural disaster that will 
allow regeneration to take place in 
its wake. In places, there are signs 
that the vibrant colours of living coral 


are beginning to return each yean 
along with the latest batch of 
holiday-makers. 

The Maldives may not be a place' 
for single people - the veritable 
plague of honeymooners here lie on 
sun loungers, build sandcastles to- 
gether or spend their days snogging 
in the pool - but if you fancy a bit of 
couple-based solitude and more 
than a touch of “The Big Blue” fee- 
ton get yourself down to a travel 
agent A word of warning though - 
when you're snorkelling, make sure 
you have plenty of sunblock on your 
bum. I foiled to do this and was left 
with a perfect, burnt crescent on 
each buttock, rendering me unable 
to sit down for two days. 

Maggie OTbrreB paid £430 jbr a spe- 
cial-offer return flight from London 
to Male' with Emirates (0171-808 
0808). Current fares cost £645 from 
London Gatukck through Dnata 
Travel (05 00 777310k 

Full-board accommodation of 
the Meeru Island Resort (00 960 
440082) cost US $100 per nightjar 
two people and the motor boat to the 
island (about 40km firm the airport) 
costs VS $80. A $40 introductory dive 
class takes one rrwrnmg arid allows 
you to dive to 12m with an in- 
structor A full PADl open-water div- 
ing course on Meeru starts at 
around US $450 per person 


Something 
to Declare 


NEWS FROM THE 

TRAVEL WORLD 

Bargain of the week: 

Rome, the week after next 
Easter during Rome’s 
Jubilee Holy Year in 2000, 
will resemble having the 
World Cup come to 
Canterbury. As with all the 
best events, if 11 be murder 
trying to get a ticket. During 
1 999*8 Holy Week, Pope 
John Paul n has been 
limbering up to his 
schedule-busting busiest in 
preparation for next year. 
And Rome is busy getting 
dressed up and made-up for 
its mille nnium party. A fair 
□umber of the city’s 
buildings and monuments 
are cloaked in scaffolding, 
including the entire fegade 
of St Peter's Basilica, which 
is due for completion at 
year’s end. Unfortunately, at 
the same time as the wraps 
come off; hotel prices are 
likely to rise. So a pre- 
millennium Rome might be 
lighter on your toga pouch. 
And, if you travel the week 
after next, you'll find some 
bargains. 

Cultural Heritage Week 
runs from 12 to 19 April 
During this time, all Rome's 
municipal and state 
galleries and museums are 
free. Many stay open late 
into the evening. There’s 
even the long-awaited Gian 
Lorenzo Bernini biographic 
exhibition at Palazzo delle 
Bsposizioni, he was the 
sculptor of some of the 
gorgeous fountains just 
cleaned up today. 

James him. 

A likely story: the Last 
Supper is closed for Easter. 
Unlike fy, but sadly true. 
Milan's greatest artistic 
attribute resides in the 
Vindano Refectory adjacent 
to Santa Maria delle Grazie 
church, in the west of the 
city. Leonardo da Vinci's 
celebrated mural of the 
moment when Jesus 
announced his imminent 
betrayal to the assembled 
Apostles is undergoing 
restoration yet again (it was 
last tidied up in 1995). 

For clues about the likely 
reopening, contact the 
Italian State Tburist Office, 
l Princes St, London WIR 
SAY (0171-108 1254). But be 
prepared for a long wait 

Trouble spots in Sicily 

“Travellers to eastern Sicily 
are warned that there has 
been considerable seismic 
activity in the vicinity of 
Mount Etna recently. It is 
prohibited for anyone to 
climb to the summit of Etna 
unless accompanied by an 
accredited guide. Guides 
can be hired from dawn to 
dusk at Etna Sud and Etna 
Nord ski stations on the 
mountain itself During the 
current period of activity 
guides are not authorised to 
take people beyond the 
3,000m level" - 

Foreign Office advice for 
travellers to Italy 



AIR MILES aren’t worth the 
paper they're printed on. I 
can say that with some 
confidence, because the 
small print of the vouchers 
says “cash value O.OOip per 
mile”. So the 50-mile 
coupon issued by British 
Airways is worth just on e- 
20th of a penny, and you 
can’t get a quality piece of 
watermarked paper for that 
sort of money these days. 

The notional cash value 
is, of course, just a legal 
convenience designed to 
nullify any attempt to daim 
money from the BA offshoot 
that runs the frequent-flyer 
programme. The effective 
value of each air mfle varies 
wildly, depending oh which 
route you choose to redeem 
them - anything between a 
quarter of a penny per air 
mile, if you are reckless 
enough to use them for a 
trip to Australia, to more. 



SIMON CALDER 

The currency of air 
miles is about to 
become debased 


than 50 pence each if you 
choose tiie right short-haul 
flight But anyone who 
collects air miles should 
know that the currency has 
effectively been debased. 

The culprit, as I reported 
in the news pages 
yesterday, is the “passenger 
service charge” that, from 
next Friday will be added to 
the price of air miles tickets 


- even though it is in no 
sense a new tax. The 
airlines are simply chargin g 
us twice for something we 
already pay for once. 

Callers to Air Miles this 
week are being given the 
impression that Air Miles is 
merely acting as a tax 
collector: “Itis a 
government charge that we 
have to pass on," I was told 
by one reservations agent; 
“Our hands are completely 
tied." Another said, “It's not 
us charging it, it’s actually 
the airports, hence we’ve 
had to add it to the tickets.” 

Neither the Government, 
nor individual airports, 
have increased their fees to 
airlines, but Air Miles staff 
are pretending they have. 
The company’s group 
marketing manag er, Judith 
Thorne, said staff would be 
re-briefed to make dear the 
nature of the charge. 


However the profit- 
boosting move is described, 
though, the consequences 
for people who have been 
diligently saving frequent- 
flyer points are dismaL Five 
years ago you simply 
swapped air miles for 
flights with no cash 
changing bands. Then 
Kenneth Clarke introduced 
air passenger duty - a real 
tax - which means you pay 
£10 for each “free" flight 
within Europe. 

The new move means 
that an air miles flight from 
A to B will now cost a total 
of £27.80, when A is 
Aberdeen and B is Belfast. 
That seems a lot to pay for 
a "free” flight lasting about 
an hour. It also serves to 
make the company's slogan 
look rather silly: "When you 
collect air miles, leisure 
time becomes free time in 
more ways than one.” 



For more sprfrig break destinations and ow short breaks 
magazine simply complete you- dstafc betow and 
post 3 to ua at New Directions, (Marketing) 
RaS Bxope, 179 PiccacSSy; London W1V OBA. 


THE ITALIAN LAKES & VENICE 

based on the lovely Hotel Britannia Excelsior, Lake Como, 
or for a supplement of £25 per night the renowned Grand Hotel Menaggio 

7 nights from £355 

including half bwani 


A ll things conspire to moke our visit l«> 
the Malian Lakes a delight especially fur 
lovers of great scenery, villas, gardens, 
good food, wine and serenity of lakeside 
scenes themselves. The Jramatic setting of 
these lakes in the southern Alps is 
complemented by their different character 
and unique beauty. It is hardly surprising that 
the British have inng held a special affection 
for the area and there will he opportunities 
enough to explore and he rewarded at 
every turn. 

Flights are from Heathtuw to Venice every 
Sunday morning using a scheduled seat 
configured aircraft. \\V have chosen as our 
base two splendid hotel*: the If -star Hotel 
Britannia Excelsior is located close to the 
famous Villa Carlotta ai Cadenahhia and all 
152 rooms have cnsuite facilities. The 
superior 4-star Grand Hotel Menaggio located 
right un the lake arid huill in classical style. 
There is a large swimming pool, fine 
restaurant and many majestic rooms and its 
56 beautifully appointed rooms all have 
ensuite facilities. 

On Day I you may parlicipale in an 



.April II. 18.25,055 

May 2. 9 . 16. 23. 30 £395 - June 6. 13. 20, 27 £395 
July 4. 11. 1& 25 £44H - .Aug 1.8. 15. 22. 29X105 
Sept 5. 12. 19.26X115 - Oct 3. 10 XU 6 
Oct 17.24X355 

Single supplement £160. Lake View £39. 

Extra week £230 twin -<£390 in a single. 
“Optional tour of Venice £25. 

Upgrade to Grand Hotel Menaggio; 

£175 in a twin. £305 rna single. Lake View £79. 
Extra vwvk £390 twin-£520 ina single. 

Price includes: all IranspQrtalinn. 7 mflhl* accommodation 
on hall board, service m l"Cal flunks. UK departure tax. Not 
indented: insurance, overseas airport lax. Venice lour, 
lipping. Our Current Conditions rw Bunking inn rrqut*li 
shall apply lo all revrvaliun*. 


0171-616 1000 


optional morning visit to Venice including 
Si Mark s Square, the Doge's Palace, the 
Bridge of Sighs and Rialto Bridge and a 
cruise mi the Grand Canal. 

DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

IW Sunday* - per pa'twi in a twin haldid rw>m 
l>w une iwvk ai the H**wl Britannia Excelsior 



VOY AGE b JULES VERNE _ 

21 Dorset Squat-?. londonMWl COG 

Tra'el PnwOiir Lhf. iBT-'im.i *Ti-i 

fJUr nAcp. m open lu»fd«rhi»» reen-xIuB hrm ftiro 
luftfxo <.tOubvs i. Ham "bra in 5pm al [hr ..rM/vii xnd Bank 
MiAlar prrttnxl wBnr oilier l» Umar* bum i»5pm 


pteftM uie BLOCK CAPTMLS) 
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Address: - 


Postcode: 
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Travel from London to: 

* 


Paris £79 
Bordeaux £119 
Amsterdam £79 

Please quote ref 022 
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How not to get the hump in Egypt 

The way to get around in Cairo is to toot your car horn, or failing that to hiss loudly. Aliso n Emmett offers a city survival gu x — 



Climb op to the top of Cairo’s mosques to escape the crowds and, smog permitting, to pick oat the pyramids at Giza 


Julia Waterloio 


T he most important 
thing to remember 
when you're going to 
Egypt isn't to pack 
your sunscreen - 
although you'd be fool’ 
ish not to -but to remember to leave 
behind the attitude that made you 
so stressed that you needed a holi- 
day in the first place. 

Chill by 10 degrees as soon as you 
check in your luggage. Chant a 
mantra of tolerance, no matter how 
slow the people In front of you are 
moving, or who got served their G&T 
before you did. This will ready your 
brain for dealing with the sensoiy 
onslaught of arriving in Cairo. It may 
also stop you from hyperve ntilating 
when your taxi driver from the air- 
port uses either the hazard lights, 
the right indicator or the horn in- 
stead of the headlights, gives the 
wheel to another driver half-way to 
your hotel, and seems to take no 
notice of road markings, traffic 
lights, or any part whatsoever of the 
Highway Code. 

The huge neon advertisements 
that loom out of the smog choking 
the Cairo night sty could make you 
think you've landed in the opening 
scenes of Blade Runner; that at any 
moment a geisha will appear 
advertising life in the Off-World 
Colonies. Below the lights a stream 
of traffic pours along expressways 
that hover two storeys or more 
above ground Cars dodge around 
people who are sweeping the dust 
around with brooms, and children 
who are playing “tig”; traffic, pedes- 
trians and donkeys have equal rights 
to Egyptian road space, sharing 
the Tarmac -or dirt- with a mutual 
respect that makes a pleasing con- 
trast to the average British rush- 
hour commute. 

Other traffic conventions are 
harder to get used to. The main rule 
seems to be that if you’ve got a horn. 


use it to warn anyone who may be 
interested in your presence. If you 
are on foot or travelling by donkey, 
make instead a loud hissing sound 
- this is also used to show appreci- 
ation of the human form. So if you 
get hissed at, either move before you 
get squished, or blush/scowl/grin. 
Probably best to move first. 

Less easy to read are the signals 
you pick up from the people you 
meet If someone tries to get you up 
on their camel it's not hard to work 


out that they’ll want some bak- 
sheesh in return. The tricky bit is dis- 
tinguishing between the many 
people in the street who simply 
want to talk to you and practise their 
English, and those who want to talk 
to you and sell you something. 
Either way. stay relaxed; even if you 
don’t buy anything, youH be given 
mint tea and friendly banter. 

Not that this should deter anyone 
from having a good mooch around 
Khan al Khalili - the so-called 


“tourist bazaar”. Enter it at the 
wrong point and “tourist bazaar” 
seems a curious name as you 
squeeze past mountains of M&S sec- 
onds circa 1972, and enough enor- 
mous white Y- fronts to equip an 
army of giants. Keep on wandering 
and you'll find a glittering selection 
of sbeesha pipes, glass lanterns, 
gold, papyrus... Just be prepared to 
leap out of the way when someone 
carrying half a bakery on his head 
hisses at you. 


South of Khan al Khalili is the 
“Egyptian bazaar”, a dark warren of 
narrow streets. There are several 
mosques in this area and, if you're 
suitably dressed and pluck up the 
courage to ask, it's possible to escape 
the crowds. Your reward is looking 
down straight into the market Raise 
your gaze and on the southern hori- 
zon you'll find the Citadel enclosure. 
Look west and, if the smog hasn't 
settled, you'll be able to pick out the 
pyramids at Giza. 


Another way to escape the press 
of Cairo's 18 milli on inhabitants is to 
visit the Egyptian Museum. It's con- 
tents are liable to bring on a series 
of curious physical jerks: thudding 
contact of jaw on collar bone at the 
sight of Tutankhamun’s treasure, 
and a cringing, shoulders -up, chin- 
jutting grimace of embarrassment 
as the guides repeat that such-and- 
such an artefact “is now kept in the 
British Museum”. 

Wandering through these musty 


corridors, you can dramatically in- 
crease both what you understand 
about the monuments you see and 
what you’ll remember about them 
when you come back: read the cul- 
ture bit of your guide book, and fill 
in the family trees for the ancient 


stead when, having devoted a couple 
of hours to the contents of the 
tombs, you go to chedk out some an- 
cient ide as on where to keep your 

sarcophagus. First up are the pyra- 
mids at Giza. These are about 4,700 
years old, but forget learning about 
Egyptian history, as there’s a more 
modern mission in store: the search 
for the Perfect Camera Angle. And 
it’s easy. Close your eyes, point your 
camera and take a st unnin g photo- 
graph of either the pyramids oi; just 
down the hill the Sphinx. 

What is impossible, however for 
even the most sophisticated photo- 
grapher to capture is the sheer vis- 
ceral thrill of your first sight of the 
pyramids. Shut out of your mind the 
inevitable hawkers and lines of 
coaches, close your ears to the 
American tourists - and Liz Taylor 
and Richard Burton in Cleopatra 
will come to life to front of you. If you 
venture inside, don’t 1 be too disap- 
pointed by the dark simplicity of the 
crouched entrance. There are 
enough unexplained corridors lead- 
ing off to right and left to conjure up 
stories of secret passages and stair- 
ways to Orion. 

The tour that took me round all 
these places was run by a company 
called Imaginative Traveller - “for 
people without the imagination to 
travel by themselves" someone 
joked before I set off. In the end I’m 
very glad that I didn’t have to think 
about booking rooms and organis- 
ing transport- instead, my imagina- 
tion was left free to roam across 
Egypt’s extraordinary landscapes. 
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If you're planning to travel abroad a 
couple of times a year, American Express 
annual travel insurance can provide an 
uncompromising level of cover and could 
cost you less than arranging 'single trip' 
cover each time you travel. 


Example Prices** 


Annual 


Single Trip 


Individual Cover 

Europe 

Worldwide 


£ 51 . 99 * 

£ 99.00 


(tip to 17 days) 

£26.65 

£ 49.65 


Family Cover 

Europe 

Worldwide 


£ 91 . 05 * 

£ 145.00 


(up lo I7daysl 

£66.55 

£ 124.15 


Call now quoting INH11 

0800 700 737 

Available to non-Cardmembers 
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Welcome to the promised land 

Whether you’re after shops, beaches, beauty treatments or desert treks, Tel Aviv has it all. By Gina Rozner 



Enjoy the ‘cosmetic benefits’ of Dead Sea mud JDTP 


IF YOU’RE going to Israel it's 
no bad t hin g to make Tel Aviv 
your base. The young city - 90 
years old - is a fascinating 
combination of sophisticated 
metropolis and developing 
country with an effervescent 
nightlife and streets - Dizen- 
goff Ben Yehuda and Aflenby - 
that are a shopper’s delight 
Tiny antique and craft shops 
are crammed between elegant 
establishments seflfog fin* coats 
or diamonds, and there are 
myriad cafes sprawling across 
the pavements. Avoid the spar- 
tan ones, and opt instead for the 
more luxurious east-European 
numbers, where you can feast 
on cakes that would have put 
19th-century Vienna to shame. 
If shopping isn't your bag, Ttel 
Aviv is stiff with museums and 
galleries. And, if you're a 
seaside person, the beaches are 
pretty, if not beautiful and far 
from crowded. 

I rarely found the local peo- 
ple anything other than helpful 
and friendly. It’s almost im- 
possible to go into a cafe with- 
out somebody talking to you, 
and a request for directions at 


the local shop can easily result 
to a heavy debate involving all 
its customers. The poor 
economy and recent influx of 
immigrants means that your 
taxi driver is quite likely to be 
an unemployed psychologist 
with the ability to speak six 
languages. This makes for 
interesting cab rides, and can 
be a comfort if you find yourself 
to need of therapy. 

Israel is a small country, 
and the joy of Ttel Aviv is its dose 
proximity to, well everywhere. 
The port of Jaffa is a couple of 
miles south of the city centre, 
a brisk 45-minute walk along 
the beach. This is one of the 
oldest cities to the world, and 
also one of the most beautiful. 
Destroyed by Napoleon, it was 
rebuilt at the beginning of the 
19th century and ruled by the 
Ottomans until 1948. Today the 
centre has been restored and 
is awash with shops, galleries 
and studios selling jewellery, 
pottery, and paintings. Bars 
and restaurants are plentiful 
too, but with its tiny stone 
streets, it's extremely pretty 
and the high numbers of 


visiting tourists mean that food 
here is expensive. In the actu- 
al port, where fish restaurants 
abound, although admittedly 
to much plainer surroundings, 


you can get an enormous fish 
supper for 60 shekels f£lO). 

Fbod in Israel is good and 
cosmopolitan. It's by no means 
all gefilte fish and meatballs. 


The Israelis give new me aning 
to the word salad. No limp 
lettuce and tasteless tomatoes 
here, but fresh, succulent 
chunks of vegetables dressed to 
oil made from olives which 
may well have been crushed 
between the thighs of virgins. 

A two-hour drive from Tel 
Aviv via the outskirts of 
Jerusalem takes you into the 
Judean Desert and the 
northern tip of the Dead Sea. 
The sheer awe-inspiring beauty 
of the desert is enough to make 
you weep. The mountains 
towered above us to our right, 
a thousand shades of cream 
and gold, while on our left 
glistening white salt rocks 
stood proudly out of the brilliant 
blue of the Dead Sea. 

This is the lowest point on 
the face of the earth and it's 
famed for its health-giving 
properties; the air here contains 
10 per cent more oxygen than 
the air over the Mediterranean. 

The sea has a salt content 
nearly 10 times that of your 
average ocean and it’s 
crammed to the gills with 
minerals. Natural hot sulphur 


springs are said to lower blood 
pressure, and the mineral-rich 
thick black mud that occurs on 
the shoreline has therapeutic 
properties as well as, and i 
quote, “cosmetic benefits So 
we drove down to the Ein Gedi 
Spa to a quest for better health 
and greater beauty. 

We emerged, some hours 
later; having soaked in the sul- 
phur pools i wonderfully relax- 
ing once you get over the 
smell); covered ourselves from 
head to foot in black mud; and 
undergone the ministrations 
of Danni, the resident masseur, 
a man with the bulk, sensitivi- 
ty and touch of Mike Tyson. 

Best of all we floated in the 
sea, and yes, it really is possible 
to read a newspaper lying on 
your back to this waterlogged 
salt cellar. 

This is the non-daustro- 
phobic version of a flotation 
tank, and it was a truly 
extraordinary experience. But 
next time I go to Israel and 
mere will be a next time, Tm 
determined to give up on the 
shopping, and trek through 
that desert instead. 



the essence of a perfect holiday 


F a Bow in the footsteps of Columbus and 
discover the rich diversity of Grenada 
the Spice Island. Explore the lush 
tropical forests and wildlife of Grand 
Bang National Park, die pretty 
harbour capital of St. Georges or 
the more leisurely pursuits offered 
by beaches like Grande Anse, a 
dazzling cwo-mile stretch of white sand 
For the more adventurous, share the 
subterranean treasures concealed HflVESond 



amid the reefs and wrecks beneath the dear 
warm Caribbean waters. From just £429 
for 7 days you too can experience the 
aromatic delights of the enchanting 
Spice Island 


;ia 


For reservations and more information calk 
0161 222 7813 quoting ret MGR0304 or 
0111 748 5056 for a brochure. 
e-rnaJtbroch1rres@ta7es-jarvis.com 
or contact your travel agent 

GRENADA 

A World of Experience ~ 



Egypt: Alison 
Emmett paid £549 
for a 15-night trip 
to Egypt with 
Imaginative 
Traveller 10181-742 8612). 
The price included BA 
scheduled flights from 
London to Cairo, internal 
travel accommodation, 
admission to most sites, 
and meals. 

The Egyptian State 
Tourist Office in the UK is 
on the Third Floor of 
Egyptian House, 70 


Fact file 


Piccadilly London WlV 
9DD. The brochure-and- 
information line is now a 
premium-rate number: 0891 
600 299, costing GO pence 
per minute. 

British citizens require a 
visa, issued by the Visa 
Section of the Egyptian 
Consulate-General at 2 
Lowndes Street, London 
SWlX 9ET (0171-235 9777). 
You need a passport and a 
photograph; since the Luxor 
attack in 1997, the £15 visa 
fare has been waived. 
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or 

Cape 
7bwn for 
an extra £40 


U 01420-88724 0171497 0515 „ (a 01420-88380 • 0171-287 5559^^ 

# Round the World 


£01420-80828 / 0171-287 5S58 )SS 


flying with 



Including 


IRA/ 


iii, Oi & New Zealand 1975 


with a # f.l Travelling 01 April 

mo APor.E Ainunes jg? AlR ZEAi.ANL) AnscmAl^tkalia 3Q T\|Qyembef 1999 

Includes: Example Routing: 

UNLIMITED FREE STOPOVERS in Ih* Fit E: St end South FGCific inz ! 'jd:n~: London-S/ncfnporc-Sydnuy- 
SINGAPORE, EANGKOK, HONG KONG, Fiji, ftaiVi/l ins' i05 Angles - Bo, nor ilyyhr.lclEournc- 
ffiJ/rV/TCCS ChvitSS SVii’uhli ' Christehueeh-VMUngtQn-AuckUnd 

2 FREE doxz-rt; flights WITHIN AUSTRALIA \Fiji-Hoivoi;-Los An^L-Ns-Lonaor, 

2 FREE domestic fiiohn WITHIN NEW ZEALAND o. ... . .. d ... .. 




TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 

from 

only 


USA CAR IflRE 

from 1 


HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

Far East Anstrafia^ USA from 


conditions apply — ask for details 

1 fares ara from and Include pre-paid fares and UK Ito s n g r Service Charge where applicable. All fares and often are subject to avaiablfity. restrictions, conditions and totally paid taxes may aha apply. 


ALTON: 12 High Street, Alton. 
Hampshire GUM 1BN Fax:01420-82133 
LONDON; 52 Regent Street, London. 
W1R 6DX Fax: 01 71-287 4522 
LONDON; 373-375 The Strand. 

London WC2R OJF Fax: 0171-497 2923 


SM9rata5po 
Sun Baum 5m 
CMnam 10 m to tfal 


FLY AWAY forthe MILLENNIUM 


| 


NEW YORK & BOSTON 

with Tod Quality Airlines 

Deoort O' Nov - ‘6 Doc 99 

from £244 

Deocrt 17-3’ Dec 99 

from £409 

Ir/cDde; F-^EE sicjn^socirvj 
v cue tie: v.-orr.n over S50 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS - AUSTRALIAN VISAS 


Return prices with other airlines 
including prepaid aiipcxf lares from: 

Penh £476 Now Ywt 

5ydney £478 Bonon 

AucUand £463 Ariada 


Bangkok 
Hong Kong 

Singapore 


0870 7500 140 

Mon-Fri 9om-9pm, Sal ^onvJ.SOprri, Sun 10om-4.30pm 


WE GO FURTHER TO 
FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


Dubcn 

DelhJ 


£349 Ovaiga 
£367 Otondo 
£3S6 las Angokn 
£319 San Ftancoco 
£239 Vancouver 


£158 

£158 

£174 

£225 

£189 

£199 

£199 

£230 


£310 Round The World £688 


fnem are m^ad * dxvgo/iMIrtilffi Coh ore i«mU 
TJ» TWcm Ctt* C- tm> W A&unxn HOUXtA 


To advertise in this section please call 

NICKY MACLEANon 0171 293 2336 



I Adventure travel aisd flights at Affordable prices I 


— CURRENT BEST BUYS — Special offer ( 

«w ™ NEW 


I (bmp nduk 
jl pi-pod tuel 

Onr KIN OfW KIN 

SYDNEY rm.,7445 «WC KMk..F24?_/l » K7BURC OH.J2M reCMe eun 

CABWS B*U £299-^175 CAPE IOWN__£3J2_.£jjg At ALAND 

RERIH. XI I }_£420 SAIGON 089—070 MEXICO CITY £198,^127 ufith & 

AUCKIAND — XII S_ 7449 CAIRO X152.-XI99 BO MMNfWO £25}„n<J5 ‘ % . 

INNA 22IS..XIIS BEJING. ttS6_XJM HAVANA, £2J4_fJ49 AIR NEW ZEALAND 


MAMAS naO.X41! DUBAI £21J_£2M OUTO 

MIHHAMHJ.. mi. .cm I0KH). «51.X12A LMA— 


— X257 £569 711 

- f2S7-f4I0 . r # I / 

COtXWBO..... £270.../ 18 1 SEYCWUES...7J7I..X442 NEK YOWL flJ>.._fJ7? "■ C " 1 * KlWM 

BANCMHL nw .cm NAIROBI. .CU1-X2M IOS ANGELES _.fjl VX2 IS Degrading 

SINGAPORE L249..X14S HARARE X29S..XI89 MARRAKECH — £220 1 9ifa Ap^TOtli Jeat 

■AUSTRALIA MULTI-STOP— ■ ftdc* dtpradmr « ^ I 

Call Foa mw diTjub | 


LONDON - KALI -CAIRNS overland to SYDNEY 
BANGKOK - LONDON £S99 KTN 


Whether yvu nr holidaying or vbftJng home, evuU like >o go direct or with i aopowr. * 

Ptionum Trawt we otv ntun rfighii vu more detrinaikin. p all the right prim » mh you requnrnnenu. 

LONO HAUL 01 71 977 9122 IMNSMUNHCiOUl 9972694 

52 EARLS COURT ROAD. KENSINGTON, LONDON W8 6EJ _&!_ |y| 

OPEN: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM. SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 


UK Travel 


UK Travel 

UKTVavel 

UK Travel 



What will you do 
with your extra hour 

of daylight? 

Use it to get fit? Improve your social life? 
Or explore your local surroundings? 

With the Ramblers’ Association you can 

do all three. 


The Ramblers 



And you can be sure that our 
400 local groups, which cover 
every part of Britain, will use 
the extra daylight to full 
advantage - arranging even 
more walks and social events. 

Please fill in the coupon below, 
or to join using your credit card 
call 0171 339 895, quoting 
IND7. 


Working for walkers 


1-5 Wandsworth Road., London SW8 2XX. 
Tel: 0171 339 8500 Regi^e^ChariiyNo.306089 


Address 


Postcode 


Dole of birth 


Tick box for membership type required 

‘JZi Ordinary £18 ..I Reduced* £9 

H] Family/ioirrft £22.50 i..' Joint* reduced* £11.50 

t For two adults at sme addvu ' Under 18 /student*/ retired/disablsd/unwaged 


Donation £ _ 


enclose £ 


IND7 


. San Jose mm£399 

! AnMPKUBrtewnoiMiB,MM— __ i 
tn»SnS»JD5«g«ttiiniiDBj £58 1 

WtmASMtM 2KKBHMIIML 
nhn «nbi hga £m Ast Nn nan 

■ft to Unite non atom fe 
LtaWEAnMVBknlMfaa. £107/ 




Athens 

Australia 

SangkoK 

Boston 

Cairo 

Caracas 

Jolaurg 
UAJSan Fran 
New York 
Mexico 

Paris(EurosJar) 


Co iw £rtn 
S3 179 
367 569 

245 389 

152 197 

127 224 

239 409 

227 339 

139 259 

119 185 

179 336 

65 


Prague 81 145 

Rio 252 429 

Singapore 265 399 

Lnr East state! 8 you* Insame* 


0870 240 1010 

52 Grosvenor Gardens. London SW1 (opp Victoria •&) 


0161 273 172J 0117 020 2494 0131668 3303 

Plymoulh D-.ghion ^ 0 ,rmln,rn/n 

01752 664 4CD 01273 570 226 0121 414 1848 

USIT CAMPOS LTD ATOL 3349 


Travel as many times 

1.99 as * ouike 

a year 


£51 


With oar annual travel insurance, 
vou can take multiple trips 
’throughout the yeat 
To enrol, call quoting 
reference INA82. 

Lines are open 7 days. 


Insurance 

Services 


0800700737 

Awaflabte to non-Ca uln le m toers 

wiHiumotonoipimom/ut 


i Mty Inn nd CoaOUuB Indoihiy JrtA J 


ima ormbUrua reqaat Amerian Eqnre 5ava> Ean^c Lumkd k an ntoxnlon 
taMnAn oremifd ^ the AM Cade iT Pndks. Aaanaa Ebigu Saiim tinpi LiMid. 
O&r Ftarlfarel rt*»c fag Phre Lnfa SW If 5B1 ftprtmJ Hartw lEBUD 


Who lets you 
take as many 
holidays as 
you like... 


9 



CGU 


Direct 


lake out our low price 
annual travel insurance 
once, and you’re covered 
for the rest of the year, 
Tell your boss bye-bye. 

w 

0800 121 007 

Quote: ATPRS1TI 
Open 7 days a week. 



Azores 


AZORES Widest, most flexible 
range to this stunning archipet- 
ago. Whale watching. Sunvfl Dis- 
covery 0181 84? 4748 AJTO ATOL 
80S. 


Latin America 


5UNVTL DISCOVERY COSffl Rica. 
GuaiemaJa. Ecuador, lha Galapa- 
gos. Highly flexible Individual 
lours and fty-drhias. Jungle 
lodges, nature raservas. 0181 847 
4748 A1TQ ATOLB08 


Morocco 


MOROCCO 

westAfrica 


TEL: 
0 
1 
1 
8 
9 

7 

8 
0 
8 

2, 3, +5 +15 wk ADVENTURES o 


Info § nomadic.co.uk’ 


Skiing Holidays 


SKI AUSTRIA 
7 DAYS £99 

including COACH AND B&B 

IN TOP RESORT to days avail 

Call the COLOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0181*980*7244 



THE ASSOCIATION 

OF INDEPENDENT 

TOUR OPERATORS 


For a unique 
range of veal holidays 
that are fully-bonded ? 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 


1*4*0* 













22/TRAVEL 


the weekend REVIEW 

rw. Independent, 3 AP 1 ^ 199 ^ 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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TakeOff 


TakeOff 


TakeOff 


TakeOff 


Take Off 




TRAILFINDERS & 


42-50 EARL5 COURT ROW 

" 'lONGHAUL TRAVHj 


LONDON W8 6FT 

0171-938 336* 


1 94 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET 

IjONGHAUI. TRAVEL: 
FIRSTS. BUSINESS CLASS: 


LONDON W8 7RG 

0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 



PENANG 

RETURN FLIGHTS ON BRITISH AIRWAYS 
& 7 NIGHTS IN THE SHANGRI-LA 
A FIRST CLASS BEACH HOTEL 
FROM ONLY £459* PER PERSON 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


215 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET 

TRANSATLANTIC a EUROPEAN: 


LONDON WS 6BO 
0171-937 5400 


AUSTRALIA £29 • USA £34 - AFRICA £41 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £26 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PER DAY 

CALI NOW FOR OUR TAILORMADE WORLDWIDE OR NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 



;n rv/in snare 



FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAILFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 933 3366 
anytime 


-V7.24 THE priory gueensway 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 


BIRMINGHAM B4 685 
0121-23* 1234 


48 CORN STREET 

WORLDWIDE TRAVH4 


BRISTOL BS1 IHQ 

0117-929 9000 


254-264 SAUCHJEHAU STREET 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 
FIRST A BUSINESS CLASS: 


GLASGOW G2 3EH 

0141-353 2224 
0141-353 2400 


58 DEANSGATE 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL- 
FIRST A BUSINESS CLASS. 


MANCHESTER M3 2Ff 

0161-839 69*9 
01*1-839 3434 


7-9 RIDLEY PLACE 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 


NEWCASTLE NEI BJQ 

0191-2*1 2345 


LATA ABTA *9701 


Club Med 


Balearics 


Greece 


RESERVATIONS 0171 581 1161 


per veesF-, 
fie-P^' • 




MALLORCA - Truly Indtvtdual vitas 
with private pools In unspofU 
locations. plus a selection of 
cha rm in g country houses and 
flexible Wandartig hold hoMaya. 
Call Simply Spain 0181 99S 9323 
ABTA V1337 ATOL 1922 


City Breaks 


St;.* PLY TRAVEL’S 




agging love life? R.C-S'-'fTCCt it this summer at 
one of our ‘singles’ destinations in Corfu, Majorca, 
Tunisia, Italy. Sicily, Turks & Caicos or Mexico. And 
rest re-OcSSvtfeA’ everything 
from sports tuition to wine with 
meals is included in 
the price. 



EXCLUSIVE 

ITALY 


Cyprus 


Re-neu 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, village 
homos In unspoiled areas. Plus 
hits, flydrtvos, escorted tours. 
SUNVIL 01B1 B47 4748 AlOT 
ATOLB08. 


SorTtr uf die finest 
priiaj? rifts nil 
farmhouses 
throughoui lulv 
UnmaDed local 
krwniedoeof 
each property 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST ft 
Slovakia. Central persons, 

BROCHURE ORDER: 01455 852202 (QUOTE: 03ISAC17I) CONTACTYOURTRAVELAGENTORWWW.CLUBMED.COM hoteta 8 aptt. Czedhwa (01706) 
(ABTA N0.V66O8) (ATOL No. 1020). PRICE QUOTED PER ADULT PER WEEK COMMENCING 7 JUNE 1 999 AT CORFOU IPS OS. CORFU. 623689 


TUSCANY NOW 

T 0171 272 5469 

r oiTi 2 "2 <> 1 4 


France 


ITALY 

LAKE GARDA 

7 DAYS £99 


railr Conil 
Paris fwwtar £65 : Rom 
Dubfln £0 j Athens 
Amsterdam £74 1 Boston 


Cortot MY on tec MdM I Mu & qu4* Mint xtedtad Ik Ol 


£127 : San Francisco £199 
£165 I Data £319 

£164 i Bangkok £359 


Geneva £117 ■ New York £165 j Singapore £365 

Madrid £123 5 Los Angela £199 I Cairo £199 


Cape Town £329 

Mexico £349 

ModeJanen £399 

Sydney £473 

Auckland £569 


5^1 






10P 


\*!uziro COACH AND B&B 
I IN TOP RESORT : = 

I cj.'j thi- cclo'j^ ssocfix^; norir, 

0181 « 980*7244 


amazon.co.uk 


01242 240 3 70 1 


TlMfi MljW IlIBBTI Iwi 


PL'RCh,\$c r R3.V STA TRAVEL It. 


.jjj im 
VTJ Hokdoyi lid fONDl 


EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 626T0I6T83? 0668 (MancfcB) * 

ACCOMMODATION • INSURANCE • TOURS: 0171 361 SIM * EUROSTAR: 0171 361 6143 | 

nVaLKla**30Biir>UaMOCeqy<l:IU>d-»afaTRC4*B%:><SlMc>Vnn.Nm>* MMVyi ? 


VR. HoUm Lid fONDl 
O’elunl.m GtSO 3FB _ 
' www vtbkob co.uk 




eww.ililmel.CB.uk 


STA TRAVEL 





SuperSttes 


Portugal 


A •„* -'4 v • ■ ‘ :'1>. ••• » ■t'*'- *ri- V •> :V.f 

• . . . • V * ' 


v * <; . v . . . 


AMERICAN 

TRAVEL 


■ ■■ V" . * ■. i * ''' £; k f» -i^v 

: '• /. ■ v : 4t ... r , ... . •. ;• 


From I^don-Luton 


ei25 
£149 : 
£199 : 
£149 ; 
£125 
£159 
£169 


,’iiA 





a'iifeifri'S-;.. 


ImCTand 

fare! 5; 




NEW YORK 
: FLORIDA 
; CALIFORNIA 
; ATLANTA 
BOSTON 
I* CHICAGO 
HOUSTON 
; mi ORLEANS £159 I 

; PHOENIX £199 T 

SEATTLE 
WASHINGTON 
CANADA 
t MEXICO 
** CUBA 
: S. AMERICA 

HOTEL'CAR HIRE 
********** 
Telephone 

0171 722 0202 

MON-Frii 9.303m Jo 63 m 
SAT S.oOim (0 1pm 

Retsii Aqer.ts lor ATOL 


6ee ■ !■ j«k Inuw Lint 


i ^ *« 

VFBHoWoyibd.lCl-O] 



Top coastal sites. 
West Coast &MBd. 
Low Prices, 
more for a 

BROCHURE ON 

0845 070 2244 


Y 'i 


BOOK DIMCT 8 SAVE CIMM 

ln> bodgrt t Uw/Hb U q« 
Hoccto.VOji. Apa, rtonorx. 


£199 ;| 
£149 
£229 
£299 ^ 
£969 : 
£399 t 


Cote d’Azur 


• Holiday and Toure 

• Apartmeru rental 
■ SPECIAL Monaco 

Grand Pm 
Aball Travel Ltd 
httpV/wwwxoteaziuLcom 
Tefc 0131 4732398 


fil!as& .! 
Cottages j 

MdhywRh pods, p 
TK en route hotel, j 
Coast and country, j, 


Corsica 




CKr bnata * DomCnua 
CAR HHE FWOM fWpwfl 
hn kMuM fllfhtz hni 41 16 

Nn arm (%ha 
MUn-Opniui 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL . Country 
houses with pools In The Min ho 
& Costa Varda. 01B54 261431. 
AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 
THE AZOFES - Discover tally stuo- 
nlng scenery and natural beauty 
ta the nh» vtflearte Warwto rt the 
Azores Bcauerad omktai ths 
Atianttc. Call Simply Portugal 
0181 987 6161 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 
1922 

FLAT/ROOU5 to rant hi Lisbon. 
Portugal Centralty located. Beau- 
tiful view. Tot CM 865 281929 
FaJCO 1 065 275591. 


Russia 


GEORGIA The mast booutHul coun- 
try In the worid yet hi be dtacav- 
Bred. Broch 0171 431 5482 


l ali. 


i 


S^fCaar-M pactagnjm* 


£279 


Hotrti. VStzs 4 
Anttrtmettti. TaSareiidt 1 
S CoH H ofefm 
Cd bow far sbrodurc 

0800 7317352 


LOT ET GARONNE farndnuse. 
swimming pod. garden, views. 
Wbfl equipped. Sleeps 8 £675 
weekly W 0033 55 389 GB56 
COTE D'AZUR 8 PROVENCE 
Unique eoSecdon ot coastal vfBas 
& couiby houses wtta pods. Bal- 
four France 01 183 402620 
BRITTANY COAST . delightful 
stone cottage and four mod la 
homes, from Cl 20 p.w WS 01 743 
383 016 


Greece 



The Corsican (*l Specialist 


lordy vllai wtOi pootsscmaWc 
miaou, medieval vmage houses. 
Ca rehJy aeleaed h o irfL W ay 
rrtmtty pnonl xntac. 

01424 46004G 

30L wwwcantoa.ee I* 
mwemu 


FUT/DRIVE CORSICA. Direct RlfllltB 


INEXUS TRAVEL 



iOA 14n:s BE trS369 


IQ cu--?c 01273 626242 


■m't./Ac.' 


hGLOBAL FLIGHTS 


0870 606 4316 


BlrminghanvIWanchestariGaiwldi 
. TMor-made hofldeys to coastal 
and mountain opts. 8 hotels. For 
a brochure ring (01242)240310. 
(nt&:'/Hww. vfbhote.ca.uk) vFB 
HaBdayl Ud ATTO ATOL 1403. 




OV 1 


NVVitcb UNSPOILT 

GREEK ISLAND. 






rzmf 



SPAIN 


Tisrflrmtl tommy buna. ilBss 
& rpannen^ id rural tad .twaa] 
Spain. MoUnvu inri Fbnnpu 


if 





THE INDEPENDENT recommends 
Pure Crete. S.'c vfltage houses. 



AN DA LUCIA: Between Granada 
snd sea, rwnendc houses In dhw 
Groves. Pod. Peeoa for adults 
W: 01 564 782 321 
WATERMILL. Andsfeictan mta. sips 
4A3mm E21Sp« 01269 B7148T 
REAL SHUN . Stffl avatafahi tor Iota 
bookings: Lovely ofd house bi 
moorish quarter of VStonctan vil- 
lage. Root wnacn, views of 
MedHerrsnean. orange grains, 
unspoilt beaches. Ideal lor 
peaceful, quality time. Seeps two 
couples and (our children. Tel: 
0113 275 4709 

VINTAGE SPAIN . Country housos 
with pods In unspoilt n>eaa d 
Catalunya & Andaluda. 01954 
261431 ATOL Z787 AITO ABTA 
CATALUNYA - Discover the real 
Catalunya, tram the Pyrenees to 
tae vtorant dty d Barcelona, dte. 
c o v eri ng the hidden charms of 
the rug^d coasl and Mfiteriand 
In between. Private vtnas and 
hotaia to sub o» tasios combine 
to make the ported bespoke 1106- 
day. Call Simply Spain 0181 99S 
9323 ABTA V1337 ATOL 1922 
ANOALUCIA - From (he Costa da la 
Luz to Iho Costa Almeris and tho 
most charming white washed vtt- 
lages In between. Chaasa tram e 
wide range ol rare! vtnas and 
hotsbi, haUdays taSormade la 
your taale. Call Simply Spain 
0191 995 9323 ABTA V1337 ATOL 
1922 


To advertise in this section please 
call HELEN COWLES on 
0171 293 2326 . 


Special Interest Holidays 


Special Interest Holidays 


Hydro, logon. 

Skiattios. Skopelos. 

Alomsios 
[Usfnvtrcharmnr villas Jl 
W fii«n Ik>iur> jnu/f /nnrdfi 
¥ boteli, beMiihl halt hes d 
1 ijvcui alar si ram mill ihit 
| au aril Minaait Cw k Spraahr.. 

0181 995 9323 

4BTA VI)J7 ATOl HU 







years RamWera Hofidays have bean \SJ 
Liking and sightseeing holidays from the Xf 
throughout Europe and all over the world. jM 
hat put you in louch with the country, the/ V 
e lifestyle. Small escorted parties, easy/ '■ 1 
jgh ones and cross-country sklfng. S 
igiarmne has over 150 hofidays -^7 '• ‘ ' •••' 
rtrich one will you choose? ■ 

— r -rrTTT HI fiS 


' Now In its fourth year, Flambiers’ Oasis World is a \ 
selection ol holidays for the twenties to mid-thirties - . I 
Small, led groups to the four comers of Europe h 
including our own Lake District & the Cumberland VVay/.: 
V Morocco, South Africa and the USA. Hofidays that/i^ 
\ combine walking, sightseeing, relaxing 
: and having fiBi. &£r 




RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS - Dftiect B 

V; . *Box ^Wfehuyn Gai 

Tel: 01707 331133 - 01707333276 





Scdrtffe'fY---': 


iSTPt, jyr: cay 

& Morocco . 


The Middle Edit culture & B/eityle ho® to be 
V- 7 ' experienced to be believed. Life long memories will 
remain of this magical and wondrous region. 




\ - 




0&i?&$sSsr 


BRIDGEWATER'S IdyVIc Italy. 26 
yeore experience couniryslda lo 
coast The complete selection, 
private villas- farmhouses, cas- 
tles, apartments and hoMs. Tus- 
cany. Umbra. Lake Garda. Rome. 
ABTA 00219 Tel 0161 707 8795. 
HI p:// www.br Id gawatar- 
traveLco.uk 

APULIA/CALABRIA Sicily, AmaM. 
Sanfinta. Discover the wtxiderfta 
south, vmas, terms, apts, hotels. 
Long Travel 01694 722193 ATOL 
SARDINIA, direct no. riflss/apM, 

- litis, car hire, Itydrtve. Brochure 
Sarda&r 0171 2422455 Atol 2593 
SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Flexible fly- 
drives 10 Tuscany 8 Umbria. 
Character BB accam. Plus Sicily. 
Lakes, Cities. 0181 B47 4740 
AITO ATOLBOS 
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HR3K From: Iceland to Ecuador 
' -T,\v Nepal To New Zealand 

fTACl^ Bolivia to Slovakia 


TREK 


worldwide 


A unique selection of small group exploratory 
holidays from the UK’s leading 
adventure tour com p a n y 


• Wildlife Encounters 

• Rambles, Hikes & Ireks 

• Wilderness Experiences 

• Sail treks & Sea treks 

• Jungle Explorations 

• Cultural Touring 


For ow ^/Millennium brochure 

Te?: 275 75C0 

ELMcilf: FnghpKSIglcjbalncf.eo.ufc 
High Ptecn Ltd Globe C«irro, SboHirid SS 3AE 



SXU/EJ 
U P lo £ too 
'■; n WeciQci 

tc Africa a 
Australia, 

C,lli HOW for 

details 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Fhnfbls fly- 
drives north to south. Character 
BB Pouoadas. Manor houses. 
Plus Azores, Madeira. 0181 847 
4748 AITO ATOL808 


Over 200 tours in 96 countries. Torus from S days U 
4 weeks. Prices from under £400 to over £2000. 

Call 01252 760 100 ibr 

your free copy of our colour brochure 


Treks Escorted 
Climbs G ™j» 
Culture Tailonnad* 
Wildlife Hofidays 
Classic Nepal 

For ■ brochure Tab 


Art 


Eswrtwl 
Groups and 
bmpote hofidayi 

01817478315 

Right* only 

0181 747 3108 

JLA Mandwuvr 

0161 832 1441 


JOURNEY 

LATIN 


fijyioRWxUwidedNl.AUedMGUU ILQ 
•nwicxflaicmiik Fufiy beaded A/TWATOL 259S 


01773 873497 

wmB c teMto wpaJBtfaaHyBxao* 


LATIN wwnmge 

America 


vtnKniVH «mvu 
»•* Nln|||«nMnxhi«ihut i* 


Walking Holiday Specialists 

SHERPA 


For 27 years we hava offered a comprehensiva range 
of Himaiayan Expeditions, but our most important 
Osstlnatton Is Franca! Our most popular hoi May in 
1398 was to a lithe known Spanish Island. 

For de&fis of over 100 superb walkiig holidays 
worldwide to suit walkers of all abiities call: 

0181 577 7187 

www.arwrpa-vralWnQ-hoJkJaY8.co .uk 


Looking for a tour in lndia...beach and 
TgS- * diving, white water rafting, wildlife and 
'JL trekking In Borneo... mountain peaks 
'* k and hidden valleys in Pakistan... trek or 
leisure holiday in Nepal.. .B&B to 5 star hotels?? 
lYe can help!! 

NEI (UK) Ltd 01269 823355 

emaS: noiukiSmoTMlLcorn. wwwjwJukrnorialLcwrL TTA-T7965 
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MEMO 


| holidays in B-umr.a end Auslna I 
Free biochute horn- } 

I Bone Bicycle & Walking Tovis j 

AITO AICk 33*7 1 
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Chrerseas Travel 



Himalaya 


South East 


India 


China 


tarctlca 


■7-different dedicated colour 
brochures featuring the best 
adventure holidays available 
■from specialist tour operators 
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the new international student 
identity card 

© 


Us -.o so:- of 

r^r.uticn.il llmhts 


Over 233 'ra-.. c .| a 
leisure rel.-tts 
diseasntj 


C.il, -.!uSC!i - . :u o r-.t.-ty 
cord rerognwei 
v.-orld’.-.ico 


ler only lS 


r.d a -.-.hole lot .r 


FfiEC ir.seiraiisni: 
lidpl.no 


e ' ly5liabls ‘ local sludont 
travel sho ? O' students' union. 

I s tc for more Information c all 0 T 457 390930 


Unlimifed hop on-hop off coach 
around Europe from only £ 1 67 

Call 0171 950 1661 h, 

Summer 'QQ brochure 


Overseas Travel 


01373458956 24hrs 

Wessa t Home. 40 Station Rd, Westbunt Wiltshira BA13 3JN 

iafl: info@guerba.demon.co.uk 
www.guerba.co.uk 


RJU.Y BONDED/^) ATOL 2807 



SKYROS Tho Holistic Experiance. 
(n Qreoca 8 the Caribbean. 0171 
204 30Gb or w*nukyroa.canV 
HINDU KUSH A KARAKORAM Watt 
the mountUris of NJteUaun vrith 
hovel *ihar Jon fry Bvatoy Into 
Wnd Fronttare CH47B 572391 
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PBtOtang. Tet Q715 S3t 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

independent Newspapeis UK 
Ud regrets that although evgiy 
reaswiabk, precaubon Is taken, 
no responsibility can be 
tor Bights antidr 
accommodalion offered 

^mugti the» cokimns, or ^ 
toss anting therefrom. Readers 
advised to take dl 
necessary precautions before 
entering hno any travel 
ar rangements. 
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A park 

on the 
• wild side 


At Britain’s latest theme park, which 
opened yesterday, bugs run wild and 
motorists pay double. By Simon Calder 
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I n the Eighties, the cartoon 
character Roland Rat came to 

the aid of Hip, sinking .ship that 

was TV-AM. Now tourism 
chiefs in South Yorkshire 
hope that a rotting rat will en- 
hance the county’s appeal. 

The Doncaster area has not figured 
highly in my travel plans in the past 
It is chiefly notable for possessing one 
of the most dismal junctions for hitch- 
hiking in Britain (the A638/A1M inter- 
section, if you care), and for the 
handsome Conisbrough Castle. 

At about the time Roland Rat was 
gaining viewers and boosting earnings 
for Britain’s commercial breakfast 
television station, the 12th-century 
castle keep was presiding ova: the de- 
generation of a communily, and an in- 
dustry Denaby Main colliery which 
previously sprawled across the north 
bank of the river Don. was a casualty 
of the collapse of the coal industry in 
the Eighties. The whole economic 
raison d'etre of the community van- 
ished, thousands were thrown out of 
work, and the future looked as bleak 
as the broad valley scarred by years 
of exploitation. The then prime min- 
ister as I recall, mourned the passing 
of Roland Rat and TV-AM rather 
more than the death of Denaby Main 
and its neighbour Cadeby Colliery. 

Putting a cost on su<h degeneration 
is impossiUe. The cost regeneration, 
though, is dear £40m. lb buM the first 
of three phases of the Earth Centre, 

tfifl Mfllrninfarn P.nmmi<arinn paid half, 
with matching fimris from local au- 
thorities and industry Good Friday 
^ was an appropriate day to launch this 
Jptheme park the theme is the sins of 


man a gains t the planet, and the car 
park is miles away. Motorists take last 
place behind rail, bus and cycle trav- 
ellers; then, when they get to the tick- 
et office, they face the ignominy of 
paying nearly twice as much as those 
who arrive by more environmentally 
friendly means. The Earth Centre is 
largely shout muck, and it doesn’t 
muck about when professing its 
“green” credentials. 

So is the place so suffocatingly 
earnest that a visit is about as inter- 
esting as been berated all day long by 
Swampy? No; you realise fun is to be 
had as soon as you climb aboard the 
“Octos” -despite the Latin root of the 
name, this is a bizarre seoenrperson 
bicycle, where riders sit on saddles 
that ring a central chassis. The pedal 
power is pooled to steer a (wobbly) 
course whereby one person gets to 
steer and face forward, while every- 
one else has the unsettling experience 
of moving in a different direction to the 
one being pedalled. The Earth Centre 
certainly moved for me. 

So for; no one has commandeered 
the Octos to explore the rest of the site 
- probably just as well, given the 
gradient at which the 400 acres of 
landscaped slag lean into the Don 
valley. “Site” is the right expression at 
the moment, since the scarred earth 
bearing the Earth Centre has the look 
of being several seasons short of a 
harvest The most notable sproutings 
at present are non-organic: bright 
and hwsnr e snilphm Rri trumpets along 
the Japanese-inspired Rokkaku Trail 

Sir Walter Scott Mice described this 
part of Yorkshire as “the most strik- 
ing and beautiful landscape in all of 



Pod-u-like: there are all kinds of weird things to do at the Earth Centre 


Simon Vine 


RngfaraT , which suggests he didn’t, get 
around much. The Earth Centre is an 
attempt at some natural healing after 
centuries of full-on exploitation. 

Inside the space-age modules that 
dot the once-scorched earth, you dis- 
cover an inq)ired series of exhibits de- 
tailing man's relation with the planet 
and cautioning future generations 
about the high stakes for which the 
people of the 21st century will play. An 
international squad of designers has 
been brought in to proride dramatic, 
thought-provoking exhibits about the 
grievous bodily harm wrought on 
Earth by, for example, the fossil fuels 
that once conferred a degree of afflu- 
ence upon Conisbrough. 

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust - 
which brings us back to that rotting 
raLThe bugs have largely taken over 
the microcosm of planet Earth found 
at DN12 4EA They reign supreme on 
the cadaver of the unfortunate rodent 
(let’s call him Roland;, who is busily 


decomposing in the Nature Works 
cabin. Here, a former miner; Steve 
Bedford Clark has concocted a giant 
version of a biology experiment of the 
kind you'd never be allowed to conduct 
at school. In the creepy-crawly room, 
he says, the aim is to create a DIY food 
chain: “There's a huge great tube that 
contains lovely green algae. Nod to 
that's a cone with some smaller in- 
vertebrates. and then we’ve got pond 
boxes of varying sizes. Get a jamjar, 
go to the taps that are attached, and 
bufld your own freshwater food chain." 
It’s bug-eat-bug in here. And after all 
that the brew is released back to the 
wild, or at least into the pond outside. 

If you prefer to eat and drink from 
a more conventional catering outlet 
you're in luck The caterer at the Earth 
Centre is Yorkshire's celebrated 
restaurateur, Michael GilL His cafe is 
named eatorganicta earth centre, and, 
besides “healthy food which sustains 
you and the planet without ill-effect". 


it offers the most politically correct 
range of coffee I have ever seen, in- 
cluding New Guinea Organic. 

Refreshed spiritually as well as 
physically, you are ready to visit the 
cathedral-sized limestone shell op- 
posite for the most dramatic feature 
in the entire place. The Planet Earth 
Experience uses a cathedral-sized 
area to combines sound, light and de- 
tritus from man’s rampage through the 
planet Imaginative; inspired; enough? 

To become a successful tourist at- 
traction these days, the Earth Centre 
will need to compete hard to justify the 
huge investment; not just with places 
like Alton Towers, but with the Mead- 
owhall shopping centre and even poor 
old Doncaster Rovers PC. Its chief ex- 
ecutive. Jonathan Smales, believes it 
can. "It's a pretty sexy day out at the 
Earth Centre pleasure with purpose." 

The Earth Centre (01709 512000) opens 
10am-6pm ; £4.95 1 £8 35 for car users ) 


Getting to grips 
With the Planet 


SOME of the most 
prominent Millennium 
Projects are concerned 
with understanding the 
Earth, and the Universe. 
Each one in this selection 
is given a parallel from the 
world of television to help 
you get a better idea of 
what they’re on about: if 
the Earth Centre, left, 
were a TV programme, it 
would be The Good Life. 
You get the picture. 

National Space Science 

Centre: Tins space 

odyssey in Leicester 
opens in February 2001. 
“The design of the 

h iding grill main* 

imaginative use of an 
imaginative site and will 
include a tower which will 
house real rockets.” One 
of the components is 
imaginatively called the 
Millennium Dome. If it 
were a TV programme, 
the NSSC would be Star 
Trek. More details: 0116- 
285 6734, nssc.starle.ac 

International Centre 
for life: Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne becomes home to “a 
totally new way of looking 
at life” in April 2000, 
incorporating a motion 
simulator, virtual reality 
and live theatre. If it were 
a TV programme, it would 
be Blake’s 7. Contact 
0191-261 6006 or wwwJife- 
secretco.uk 

The National Discovery 
Centre: “The concept is 
built around the rapid 
growth in IX broadcasting 
and multimedia, linked 
with public discovery.” 

The centrepiece of this 
Liverpool attraction is a 
Space Time Machine, 
intended to educate and 
entertain on the history of 
time. If it keeps to time, 
the place will open in 
December 2001. If it were 
a TV programme, it would 
be Doctor Who. More 
details: 0151-709 6271. 


The Eden Project: “A 

world-class landmark 
project that will 
demonstrate and explore 
the relationship between 
plants and humans” and, 
from April 2000, will 
handily occupy a worked- 
out clay-pit near St 
Austell, Cornwall. Four 
distinct environments - 
desert rainforest, 
Mediterranean and 
temperate - will feature 
appropriate fauna. If it 
were a TV programme, it 
would be Gardeners’ 
World. Call 01726 222 900, 
or www.edenproject.com 

Discovery Centre: “The 
Midlands’ project to 
celebrate the year 2001 
and beyond”, assuming it 
opens on schedule in 
autumn of that year. In 
Birmingham. Nicholas 
Grimshaw is designing a 
flagship building for the 
manufacturing heart of 
the country. Science and 
technology combine with 
the region's industrial 
heritage; £50m is being 
spent in rejuvenating the 
dismal Digbeth area, to be 
known henceforth as 
Millennium Point (which 
you may have thought was 
in Greenwich). If it were a 
TV programme, it would 
be Ibmorrow’s World 
(which just happens to be 
one of the exhibits). Call 
0121-303 2983. 

Dynamic Earth: Opening 
on 3 July 1999 opposite the 
new Scottish Parliament 
in Edinburgh. It promises 
“90 minutes of thrillin g 
entertainment with 
cutting-edge scientific 
thinkin g Visitors will 
experience the thrill of 
travelling back in time and 
feeling the ‘Restless 
Earth’ volcano erupting 
beneath their feet”. If it 
were a TV programme, it 
would be The Restless 
Earth. Call 0131-550 7800, 
www.dynamicearth.co.uk 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: UK & EIRE 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Cotswolds 
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★ Located in the glorious Cotswolds, 4 Luxury ★ 

★ Cottages inc. Grade H Listed 1700 Farmhouse 

if in Stroud Valley. Cottages sleep 2-8, open ail if 
i~ year for 2, 3, 5 and 7 days breaks. + 

? 5 acre complex including indoor and outdoor 
T children’s play area, plus large well kept lawns , 

★ and gardens. T 

★ Famil y pub within a few minutes walk, which " 

★ serves excellent food, plus endless country ★ 

★ walks from the ferm. All lirien provided- One of ★ 

if the many comments in our visitors book reads: if 
i- ‘We've travelled all the way from Sydney, if 
• Australia, just to stay at FoUey Park Farm in 
" r, we imagined a country 

l be, and so much more.'” 
v, Australia. March 199S 
lure please call 


. Stroud. It was < 

7 retreat in England 

★ J&V From T 

★ For a free colour 1 
if 0117 947 7700 or fax us on 
if 0117 904 9998. 


Alternative! 


itivehr 

Park 


write to: 
Farm, 


x Folley iu& lauB, 

J 283 Speedwell Road, Bristol BSS 7SY 

★★★★ ★★★★★★★★ ★★★★★★★★★★ 
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COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 
TAGES 1 999 U colour farodxra- 
PHOTO nowU 01756 702212 
GREAT VALUE quaBty 
Over 1 SO In CotmaMs 08700 

72SCHC32A 


Activity Holidays 



SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS, not- 
ify holidays with fuB backups 
W/ends of tongwv Broefc 01448 
721556 _ 

ACTIVITIES FamBto, Couples, Sav 
glee 6 Groups. 150 things in do, 
MBtanium Doms ft Breaks. Acorn 
ArtMtos 01 432 630063 


Devon & Cornwall 


ECLIPSE CAMPING 

at Rime Farm 
$L foes Bay Cornwall 
greattocalkWlfwpnces 

Td 01736 757090 


UOVEUT PROPERTES Coastal and 
ratal Tat 015*8 560964 

miwdauanconnadlcsuauk 
CORNWALL a DEVON 300 Go t- 
Oigoa throu^nuL 01752 20071 1. 


Devon & Cornwall 


NANSIDWELL 

COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL 


ha Conch Ganfeo ty tte Sea 

Nine acres of troptal gvdere 
overtook some of the most 
beautiful coastal scenefy. 

A true eounny house hoteHn 
the ok) traftm 
"Good Food Guide’ County 
Rest of the Year "96. Hetfecd 
Oysters, Cornish Crab and local 

seafcod fresh daiy. We aim to 
SHveasmucfiotSjnicsnd 
local food es posabte. 

EASTER -3 XIS M8Fr£28S 
5 GOtF COURSES WTHW 15 MIS 
B 01321 250340 R 259440 


Eggesford 

Couniiv Hotel 


Mid Devon Mecca Tor Sahara, 
Sea Hum and Brown - 
Hunt F alling . 

7 mfes snstaMe os the Rkc Taw. 
Resident GhUBc 
Special Breaks Available. 


FOWEY/POLftUARL Channfang 
wanrafdg cotisgsa. Superb 
views. Corerad treating. Dtophtes 
. waBabta Pals welcome. 01579 
344687 

QUALITY DEVON COTTAGES Free 
1999 tufl colour brochure. Phone 
newB W7567K2W 
WONDERFUL CORNISH COT- 
TAGS. 1 90S bast ever U colour 
brochure. 0175B 702201 
A FINE SBECTION Bl CoUagaa M 
both coasts of Cornwal end on 
Scflfe Cornish Thu* tonal Cot- 
tagsB. 01208 821666. 7 day par- 
soadaentoSBBtSpm 
ST AGNES, n. Coast, com bam. 
sip «B, ad yc OT B72 553466 


Devon & Cornwall 


BODNBN MOOR seventeenth cen- 
tury cottages. Peace & quiet in 
A.OA.N.B. 20 mins North Corn- 
wall Coast. 7W 01206 B51500 
ROSELAND PENINSULA.Imnae- 
ulatecottaQac In qu i nt ■ wwIrt evB- 
iage on South Coast of ComwalL 
Sips up to 6. Avafl ad yeat From 
£180pkSC Tal 01 872 580848 


CLASSIC COTTAGES. 400 salsa 
Coastal & Country corteges In ths 
West Country lor the discerning. 
wwwxfassic.co.uk Brochure let 
01328 666666 

GREAT VALUE quaAty cottages. 
Over 400 hi Cornwall 08700725 
72SCHK32A 


East Anglia 


Sui'folk lli-rit;it'f» 


Come wd enter Ac — bfcnee tor oriy agaric IGtbCatiij 

MwMwfBarrapdfcfcbl0il>lfcMBbi6a|MN 

ifurieaulin vainlhwn giisili^rtatVgUrosAaBdNiiifcrog. 

annilaad* wuBcfWtoodbrtJp: paofd&ihe idol bme a apkn 
ias erwdicaraed SnBbfc. 

•Whs Ccearyni: ncmifaoSei' 

20 Bn*, ft— *» m- DBAB 

SreOALORBL stay 5 rights and only par Cor 4 £280pp 
W39441|90JbrArecha*gflad^riAerdaMfli 


Step Into Spring 

16c Inn. Creative Cuisine, 
Stylish En suite rooms. 
B8 from £22.50 based on 
2 people sharing per night 
Easter Breaks available. 
SIX BELLS at BardweU 
Nr. Burv Sl Edmunds 

Tel: 01359 250820 


NORFOLK/8UFFOUC* best Cot- 
tages. Free 160 (wge 1999 cotow 
brochure. 017S6 702205 


Dorset 


SUPERB DORSET COTTAGES . 
Free 1696 fuo colour brochure. 
Phone now! ! 01 75G 702204 
Dorsal Coastal Cottage*. OW. 
easy, much loved. Short breaks 
horn £120. Tefc (01305)852988 


[ Holidays Afloat UK | 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY: Surrey/ 
Hems. Lu» boat*. (01256) 
7D3861. 

BRITAIN'S BEST Srit Drive narrow- 
boat holidays. Widest choree 9 
bases. Beginners vary welcome. 
01605 610097 


Ireland 


Motoring Holidays To Ireland 



SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 288 
select indMduri cewagra tn 
superb loc a tora. Disc fares. 
AJTO. Co tour Brochure. 01823 
68106a wwauhamrockcot- 
tagescojA 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 
Cheea front over 200 deUghtful 
cottages. Touring, boning and 
horse drawn c a ravans. For jtour 
free brochure oaM 01502 560688 
(241**) 

Co. SBgo: C TO ret ea ch Lodge -trirfi 
Hotel of the » beeudU 
rural landscape - vrooderU lood 
- walk lour - golf - flah -sonply 
switch off. Ph. (0035371) 65TS5 
FM 65455 


BEAHA PEN04SULA 19 SW Ire- 
land’s hidden a ee eu rB. A 
*cetoted ctnege* Is oor tnlqua 
hoHdey Idee. Cycflna^awaJtting 
activity option*. Bre. 00353 648 
3106 ( wwwLk e nro e/ ojonVcnVi ) 


HILL WALK AH day. Return to U«- 
ury In Casta) House Hold, end 
gardens. Connemara. Co. Oaf- 
way. Tefc (0035395) 31001. Fax 
31007. tor free brochure 


Isle of Wight 


APRIL SPECIAL 
3 nights from £89 

Bed, tudiiiu i eremnj naal 
Lar^c waboet had. reifTainmmt, 
ndoar pool^ruzn. bum 

■FREE CAR FERRY* 
&mdrT*gtLun Hwd 
Wi iwi Surinun. hie fit bfhi 

Tel: 01983 406655 
3 nights May from £89 
May Day Holiday £99 


Scotland 


SOMETHING COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT FOR 1999 

Learn to work with metal. Decorative or practical, 
whatever your idea, our Scottish Highland metal-cntii 
holidays will make it a reality. No previous skill 
required. Traditional crofthouse and large studio set in 

14 acres with superb ^ca views. Get away from it all. 

Expert, patient tuition, a warm wekune. stunning 
scenery and hearty food await you. Weekly courses 
include accommodation and all meals. 

For a truly inspired holid3> please call 
DUNBEATH ARTWORKS 
on 01 5o3 7314.S& 



CATflf/.VC 

Scotland 


^CONSULT THt EXPEPTS' I 
Over 2.fW self-catering 
prtipenies in all areas 
from luxury houses to 
crtift cottage 
Wme or pti- «ir 
- (or hn^-huit 

? • Fxoteiil Sr 
Famtwijti EHJ U? 

WONDERFUL SCOTTISH COT- 
TAGES 1986 colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 01756 70Z213 
GREAT VALUE quality collage* 
Over 555 In Scotland 06700 725 
725 CHS32A 


The Lake District 


FREE - The offldaJ Guide to Cum- 
bria ■ The Lake DtstiKa 
www.cumbrlB-lhe-lake- 
dlSncLcauh 0960 133056 
LAKES & EDEN VALLEY Eicrilent 
selection ol S/C homes. Free 
brochure - Clark Scott- Haroen 
01768688689 

CHARMING COTTAGE Brarth- 
watte vtiiage. Keswick. Garden, 
porting, *to* 6. No smoker* 'pet*. 
ToLlax 01 7£87 72171 


Sussex 


EASTBOURNE 
SEAFRONT 
The Oban Hotel 

SraMI.0ffEB-3i.knl 
£105 do R/B/D. 


Iic’^tiS.foas&ss 

A/VRAC2&at 

Tk Soffit C«a. 


LOVELY COTTAGE n/r Amndri. 
Sips 2. Swunmng pooL Own gar- 
den. 01243 551238. 


FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
best value cottages in Devon 
(01271)376322 


Self Catering I'K 


I 

" SUMMER M* 
BROCHURE OUT HOW* 
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Wales 


ATTRACTIVE sc properties 
throughout North Wale*. 01492 
562492 or www.northwalosnon 
daycana 9 es.c 0 .uk 
BRECON BEACONS Lovely sriec- 
non ol ow 200 catering col- 
leges In this unspoilt Nalronal 
PatiL 01974 S7S446 
IDYLLIC N. Wales Cottages 19 99 
coloui brochure. Phone nowl! 
01756 702206 

PEMBROKESHIRE Awaits winning 
selection ol quality, sensibly 
priced cottages. 01239 681297 
Coast A Country Cottages 
BEAUTIFUL Quality Properties 
around magnifkam Welsh Coast. 
Log Fires Unen provided Pets 
welcome free. Cal for our colour 
brochure. Quafty Cottages 013*6 
837 671 

LITTLEHAVEN Well- equipped vil- 
lage house. Sips G 100 yard* 
beach. Telephone G.H. Shore. 
01432 352121 (day). 01432 
271511 (ever 


Over the last 12 months readers of 
The Independent ana Independent on Sunday 
took ovor 2. 1 million holidays and spent over 
1.2 billion on holidays, representing nearly 
5 % of the UK's total expenditure on holidays 
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IDYLLIC . Ciutei Country Estate nr 
Hexham Lodges sip 2/6. Book 
now lor Spring Break*. A Sum- 
mer week* 01434 673270 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


YORKSHIRE DALES. Moon. 

Peak 6 Lake District Over 200 
sen carving cottages. Illustrated 
brochure. Holiday Cottages Yorir- 
stae. Water Si. Sklplon BD23 
1PB (01756) 700672 
YORKSHIRE DALES Welcome Cot- 
tages Free 1999 lull colour 
brochure 01756 7022D9 
YORK. Any 3 nights * A la Carte ■ 
break £114 Heworth Court HoteL 
Car Park. 01904 425156 


UK Travel 
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HAY HOTEL 

CHURCH ST 
HAY-ON-WE 
HEREFORD HR3 5QD 
Tel No. 01497 821188 

The T-.iutl nf B»hiL> 
i |jy-on-W>c ncstics in 
ihf unspoilt Bcacorb 
Njiiinul Purb. 

Fiir- l uKine 

WinkT Sav« from 2nd Nov. 
2 nishL> L'BicB from £%pp. 



$ngfahf$ountry 

pottages 

in, i ,'w Mnui , iriuirr-. » nil 
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, tier >i.4iu hru'im 
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V.nir widest choice of 
family 

hifidav; in Bricsllk 
hn- hn.thurr. 

Phone lUSOI <i02 SOI 
Quote H14H5 

HOSEASON5 



UK 6 EMERALD COTTAGES . A 
super selection ol lovely cottages 
m me bos' locations across the 
UK & Ireland Fen li ce coto ut 
biocnure pnone Dl 756 702225. 

ALL INSPECTED Recommended 
Dream Cottages Throughout the 
UK' Tel 087«i 71B 718 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


Doncaster 



Something For Everyone! 

Families enjoy our museums and art galleries. 

C us worth Hall also has a very good tea shop! 

For de tails of places to visit and where to stay contact: 
Lindsey McAvoy on 01302 737929 
Internet: Lindsey McAvoy@doncaster.gov.LfK 


Doncaster As It Should Be Seen 



UK Travel 



LAKE HOTEL 

KIUARNEY CO. KERRY 

56th South of Ireland Open Bridge Congress 
SaL 8th May to Sun. 1 6th May 
"Bridge in the Most Beautiful Location in Ireland " 

9 nts D/B/B IR£369.00 p.p.s. standard 
7 nts D/B/B IRI299.00 p.p.s standard 
9 nts D/B/B in luxurious Suite with 
Lake View Balcony. Jacuzzi @ IR£535.00 p.p.s. 

7 nts D/B/B in luxurious Suite (S> IRI43S.00 p.p.s. 

"THE BEST CONGRESS IN IRELAND " 

Phone: 00 353 64 31035 Fax: 00 353 64 31902 
Email: lakehotel/(S»/rineLie Websile:htip://homepage.tineLie/-Lakehotel 


To advertise in this section please call Sandy Boyer 
on 0171 293 2233. 
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Love, Haiti and the £200 lunch 


SL? 



V .* 


Poor but expensive 


B y night, Port-au- 
Prince presents a 
forbidding face to 
arriving visitors, a 
kind of South Armagh 
with palm trees. Blue- 
helmeted UN soldiers guard airport 
compounds and fires bum in the 
shanty towns that line the road 
from the Dominican Republic. As I 
stepped out of the air-conditioned 
bus into the fetid heat of downtown, 
I was grateful for the advice of my 
fellow passengers. “Go to Petion- 
Vflie," they said, “find a hotel come 
back in the morning." 

PGtion-Ville is the classy part of 
town. A pleasant suburb of Port-au- 
Prince. though once a separate 
entity, it straddles a ridge more 
than L, 000ft above sea-leveL Finding 
a taxi to take me up the 10-mile road 
was easy. Persuading the driver to 
stick to the agreed price was far 
more problematic. 

This was my first experience of 
one of Haiti's many paradoxes. It is 
an appealingly schizophrenic place 
- the western hemisphere's poorest 
nation, where you can spend £200 on 
a meal; a fertile paradise, with 
catastrophic deforestation; a tribal 
African culture flourishing under 
Caribbean skies. 

Despite being so vividly poor, 
Port-au-Prince is not cheap. Haiti is 
the nearest place to the USA where 
junior CIA men and well-meaning 
missionaries can practise their 
skills. The presence of so many UN 
and aid workers on expense 
accounts consequently means that 
a short taxi ride costs the equivalent 
of one month’s wages lor the 

o rdinar y Hai tian 

In the morning, the view was 
stunning. Port-au-Prince lies at the 
head of a broad bay, surrounded by 
mountains. From P6tion-Ville, the 
whole panorama lies spread out 
before you. I was itching to explore. 
Careful not to make the same 
expensive mistake twice, 1 joined the 
throng of people waiting for a tap- 
tap, the ubiquitous local transport 
These brightly painted pickup trucks 
cany as many passengers as can be 
crammed in the bade Sixteen of us 
got out at the market the street that 
by night had looked grim and 
forbidding was now transformed 
into a maelstrom of colour and 
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Avoid the ridiculously high taxi flares in Port-au-Prince fay joining the throng waiting for a tap-tap, the ubiquitous local transport 
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noise. Pounding music blared from 
giant loudspeakers. Thousands of 
frenzied stall holders hawked every- 
thing from pineapples to single- 
cupped bras. 

The crush was thickest near the 
old Iron Market. Topped with 
minaret-style towers and elegant 
even in decay, this rusting hall is a 
surprising haven from the chaos 
outside. Shafts of dusty sunlight 
penetrate the cool dark interior; 
revealing mounds of spices, speci- 
men jars full of pickles and a caged 
gallery of condemned chickens. 

A little way from the market I 
found the Cathedral of the Trinity. A 
solitary organist thundered with 
great agility in the empty space. Vast 
murals decorated the walls around 
the altar luscious biblical scenes 
mingled with native symbols and 
market places, all in vibrant colours 
and dynamic brush strokes. 

I ate lunch in a small restaurant 
tucked in a dusty courtyard, the food 
reflecting Haiti’s turbulent past 


This is African cooking with a 
distinctly French flavour. The only 
nation founded as a result of slave 
rebellion, Haiti declared indepen- 
dence from France in 1804. A 
century of tivfl strife was followed 
by American invasion and 
occupation. Several despots followed 
the US withdrawal until “Papa Doc" 
Duvalier was elected President in 
1957. The Duvaliers, father and son, 
wielded power through the brutal 
Tbntons Macoute militia until “Baby 
Doc" fled for France in 1986. 

Since the fall of the Duvaliers, 
Haiti has seen a succession of 
military dictatorships, disputed 
elections, coups and bloodshed on 
a horrifying scale. The situation at 
the moment, though far from ideal 
is at least one of uneasy calm. 
Travel restrictions imposed in the 
early 1990s are now lifted and the au- 
thorities are encouraging tourism. 

One of the beneficiaries of more 
peaceful times is the Hotel OfoSson, 
the grande dame of Port-au-Prince 


hotels. Graham Greene set The 
Comedians here, and there is still 
some of the old magic about the 
place. However; as I drank cocktails 
on the veranda I noticed how self- 
consciously eccentric all the trap- 
pings feeL The kitsch trinkets that 
cover the walls were dated even 
when Greene stayed here. 

The Oloffson, and other large 
gingerbread- style houses on the 
hills around Port-au-Prince, are a 
throwback to the distant days of com- 
parative prosperity in Haiti, but the 
stinking filth of the shanty towns is 
a reminder that for most Haitians, 
today's reality is very different 

The contrast is greatest by the 
Catholic cathedraL This great twin- 
spired Battenburg cake dominates 
the skyline, but around its walls, 
rotting garbage lies many feet deep, 
and smoke from burning litter drifts 
lazily over the manicured gardens. 

1 was ready at the bus station in 
good time for the 7am ■'Gloria 
Superbus” to Cap Haitien. At 


UL30pm we trundled slowly out of 
the bus station, as the driver gave 
one last melancholic, but ear- 
shattering blast on the horn. 

The road passed through the 
worst of the slums, past voodoo 
shrines and out onto the coastal 
plain. The landscape here is dry, 
barren scrubland, ravaged by 
deforestation. The beaches beside 
the road are long, white and blind- 
ing - and completely empty. North 
of the scrofulous town of Saint- 
Marc, the road deteriorates into a 
rutted track where small tornadoes 
whip up dust. At length, the road im- 
proved, turned inland and began 
climbing. Haiti is the most moun- 
tainous country in the Caribbean, 
and as the temperature freshened, 
it became obvious why this country 
was once the most desirable colony 
in the Americas. 

Huge tree ferns overhang the 
road as it climbs, hairpin after hair- 
pin, ever higher past villages where 
tiny thatch-roofed houses huddled 


around bucolic rough-stone church- 
es. At foe summit, the view opens to 
a vast panorama of foe northern 
coast serried ranges of green hills 
stretching off towards foe dark blue 
waters of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Five hours from Port-au-Prince, 
the bus pulled to a halt in Cap Hai- 
tien. The second city of Haiti, it feels 
immediately friendlier than the 
capitaL The tiled roofs and arcades 
lend a Spanish air to the streets, but 
roadside boudieries des chevaUnes 
and boulangeries are a reminder 
that 200 years ago. this was the last 
town in French hands. In a state 
founded through slave rebellion, it 
is ironic that foe best-known, most 
spectacular destination was built by 
forced labour for a black king. 
Citadelle La Fferrfere is a massive 
cliff-top fortress, erected between 
1804 and 1817 for Henri Christophe, 
one of the revolutionary leaders. 

The way to the citadel passes 
through foe palace of Sans-Soud, 
built to rival Versailles, but these 
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days long ruined. The path climbed 
steeply through lush forests of 
bananas, oranges and guava. Tiny 
hummingbirds flitted through the 
shadows and I was followed by 
charming, wide-grinning children. 
They cannot speak English, but the 
one word they do know, “Dollar”, 
they chant 

Finally the castle appeared, A 
gaunt, stark and utterly unassailable. 
From foe ramparts. I could see 
deep into the Haitian central 
plateau. Cannon batteries guarded 
the view towards Cap Haitien and 
the coast In the distance lay a 
deep, protected anchorage, but the 
shelter is deceptive. In this bay, on 
Christmas Day, 1492, the Santa 
Maria, Columbus’s flagship, sank in 
a storm. Columbus may not have 
found the way to Asia he sought but 
within a year he was back. Far all its 
foibles and contradictions, Haiti is 
a beautiful and intriguing country, 
and Columbus knew a good thing 
when he saw it 


HOP ON, HOP OFF 

BUS YOUR WAY AROUND THE WORLD 


Hop on hop oFF Africa 

What began as long overland 
journeys from London to Cape 
Tbwn across foe heart of Africa 
taking several months have 
shrunk into shorter journeys of 
five or six weeks through the 
cream of popular Africa, taking 
in the eastern reaches of great 
game-viewing, stunning African 
vistas and a rapidly changing 
African countryside. But a 
disadvantage of overland travel 
remains the combination of time 
and the huge distances travelled. 
Schedules have to be maintained 
whilst keeping up the interest, 
with majority rule prevailing 
among the paying customers. 
Desires change and nowadays 
many overlanders want more 
say in their own schedule. 

I have often felt confined by 
conventional overland truck 
travel when there is no chance 
for another day or two at a 
particular location. Returning to 
a place for a second visit, you 
often lose foe impact of foe first. 

A solution could be “hop-on, 
hop-off" travel through southern 
and eastern Africa - combining 
the overland experiences at a 
pace suited to individual tastes. 

A company called Truck About 
(0171-536 93161 has just begun 
SUCb a Service, mimicking 
similar operations elsewhere. 
The company’s Angela Mullen 
says, “People Like independence, 
but also want foe security of 
being in an established group.” 

The principle is the same as 
used when city sightseeing 
across foe world, but transposed 
to Africa TTucks operate to a 
fixed schedule. Passengers get 
on and off at will with a fresh 
truck passing every couple of 
days. The two crew on board 
each vehicle take care of all the 
border formalities - a godsend 
for the inexperienced traveller - 
and wOl guide you through the 
processes should you wish to 
sample travelling beyond foe 
reach of the passes on your own. 
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Hop off the bus to climb Mount Kilimanjaro 


Dave Hi 11 


You buy a colour-coded pass: 
the cheapest option is the £99 
blue pass, starting in Nairobi 
valid for four weeks and covering 
Kenya and Tanzania only. It 
would ideally suit those who 
have limited time and budget 
and want the most out of foe 
wildlife reserves and still have 
time to climb Kilimanjaro and 
visit Zanzibar. At the other end 
of the price spectrum, a nine- 
week red version, also 
commencing in Nairobi and valid 
for Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi 
Zambia, Zimbabwe and 
Botswana, costs £485. Given foe 
uncertainties of travel in East 
Africa, tragically illustrated by 
last week's crash on the Nairobi- 
Mombasa railway, there is a lot 
to be said for foe security of this 
means of transport But for 
Botswana and Zimbabwe 
(covered, along with Zambia, in 
a “green pass"), you would need 
to compare prices and flexibility 
with the generally reliable local 
transport system. 

Hop on hop oFF worldwide 

Britain and Ireland 

The bus service formerly known 

as Slow Coach has become the 


Stray Travel Network. You can 
travel around Britain, Scotland 
Wales and Ireland in any 
mixture of combinations, but in 
one direction only. Separate 
departures from London on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. A Scotland-only pass 
cost £75 and takes a minimum of 
three days. The full monty costs 
£320 and includes foe forty link 
to Ireland. Passes are valid for a 
year. Call 0171-373 7737 or visit 
www.straytravel.com 
MacBackpackers in 
Edinburgh offers a hop-on, hop- 
off circuit of Scotland beginning 
in Edinburgh and going to 
Inverness, Kyle of Lochalsh (for 
Isle of Skye) and Fbrt William, 
and back to Edinburgh. There’s 
no time limit For your £55, buses 
depart on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday all foe year 
round. Accommodation is 
usually in hostels. Call 0131-558 
9900 or visit wwwmacback 

packers.com 

Europe 

Busabout Europe offers 
unlimited bop-on, bop-off coach 
passes allowing travel 
throughout much of Europe. 


Passes last for from two weeks 
to six months with a variety of 
routes offering access to more 
than 60 cities and towns 
throughout Europe. There are 
connecting links to additional 
destinations including Ibiza, the 
Greek islands, Morocco, Turkey 
and Scandinavia Departures are 
every two days on most circuits. 
A 15-day pass costs £249, and an 
unlimited pass £895. Call 0171- 
950 1661, or www.busabout.com 

Turkey 

Fez Travel offers hop on hop off 
in Turkey between 27 April and 
26 Octobec with timed options of 
either 12 days, two months, or 
from your first journey until the 
end of the season on 26 October. 
Prices begin at £89 for a 12-day 
pass, but an all-season pass 
costs onfy £30 more. Call 01710- 
706 1539. e-mail foztravel@fez 
traveLcom, or visit www. 
feztravel.com. 

Australia and New Zealand 
The people b ehin d Oz and Kiwi 
Experience claim to have 
developed the idea first, when 
they began the hop-on hop-off 
experience in New Zealand back 
in 1989. The twin companies now 
offer a variety of passes and 
packages, ranging from 
travellers buying single sectors 
ifrorn £60 in Australia) to a year 
of unlimited stops (in one 
direction of travel only) for £480. 


Departures from major cities 
are almost daily. They follow set 
routes, making foe best of foe 
scenic, cultural and natural 
attractions these countries have 
to offer. In Australia, only the 
east coast and the centre are 
covered, but foe North and 
South Islands of New Zealand 
have reasonably thorough 
networks. 

A single sector in NZ is below 
£30, while £220 buys foe whole 
country, starting anywhere and 
returning to foe same place. 
Single sector “One passes" must 
be brought outside either 
country. Website: www.ozex. 
com.au. 

Southern Africa 
Ba z Bus covers southern Africa, 
from Victoria Fhils on foe 
Zrmbabwe-Zambia border to 
Cape Tbwn in South Africa 
passing through Mozambique 
and Swaziland. Departures are 
almost daily. Costs range from 
£130 one way from Victoria Falls 
to Cape Town, down to £85 from 
Cape Tbwn to Durban. 

Website: www.bazbus.com 

US 

The Us Bus offers flexipasses 
with fixed departure and drop-off 
points. Accommodation is 
usually in hostels. Where these 
aren't available, they use a 
variety of inexpensive motels, 
private hostelries and cabins. 

The shorter East Coast Explorer 
route from Boston to New York 
via Cape Cod costs £59. For £259 
you can go coast to coast Us 
Bus can be reached on 01892 
532060, or e-mailed at 
TheUsbuscn attnet or 
amadukfyattmail.com 

All these companies are also 
bookable through STA Travel 
tom-361 6161). Adventure 
Travel Centre (01 71-370 4555) f 
Backpackers (0171-706 1539) and 
Global Connect {0271-371 6300) 
Geoffrey Roy 
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with shady baobab trees. Don’t stay 
too long though, because a little fur- 
ther north, alongside Kikambala 


Journey to the source 
No 9: Sisal 

Once a highly respected - and ujw uurui, alongside Kikambala 
sought-after - raw material in the beach, you’ll come to foe Vipingo 
West, sisal these days has been rel- Sisal Estates (00 254 12 532 204) with 
egated to producing such frivolous fields and fields of spiky green sisal 
items as bags, baskets and fashion- plants. 

able flooring. As soon as nylon was The property includes sisal fac- 
invented, its days as foe substance tones, housing for foe workers and 
behind sturdy sacking and rope mango and cashew plantations 
were numbered, not least be- ^ From the road, you can 

se e foe leaves being cut 
* hand. Tours are 
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ing (iteelf highly labour-in- 
tensive) - and man-made ; 
fibres are inevitably ; 
cheaper to produce. 

In Kenya, however, 
sisal has always re- 
mained important. The .; 
crop can cope with unre- ? 
liable water supplies and ■ 
infertile soil and is a ver- 
satile resource for local 
people, as well as pro- 
tiding a useful supply of baskets, 
bags and mats for visiting tourists. 



sometimes possible, 
by prior arrange- 
ment 

On the way back 
to Mombasa, just 
outside Mamba is 
foe Bombolulu Craft 
Centre <0025411471 
704) where, for 320 
shillings (£3.20), you 
can do a tour of the 

workshops. 

The centre is open 


s- viaiuiig murals, secs nere at Dricpc 

If you want to see sisal production rnately 960 shUW , S? 
at its source, fly to Mombasa and In the UK,TlSJfhn^ ■ ‘ , 
journey out to Jumba la Mtwana, a basket from 
national monument 13km beyond foe mail order) costs -? 8 45 ? 884 for 
coastal dty. The site, once a slave- in Kenya a£d «« & “ buy 115 
trading settlement was recently friends back home to your 
excavated and is now run by foe You’ll make enr«',«v. 

National Museums of Kenya. Ac- for the toSSdJKS ffiS&F* 
cording to the Footprint Guide to Place <0i7i-43 i ™Holiday 
East 4/rtca (£14.99), a small ent- board acwmmSou aXI^' 
ranee fee buys you visiting rights to Beach Hotel in iwn«!v, 1 plaza 
Uuoe mosques, a number of tombs leavtog Gattok on^,^ £419 ' 

return wo, ^ru - and 


and eight houses, as well as a wan- return next vear 
der through one of Kenya’s prettiest 
locations, close 
r~r~- to a beach 
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them on, crease-free 
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tom 
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TRAVEL 48 HOURS/25 



48 hours ... in Barcelona 

Want to party like it’s 1899? In his city guide to the Catalan capital, David Sandhu commends absinthe and antiques 
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A walk in the park 

The most important blades of grass in 
Catalonia undoubtedly lie within the 
confines of the Camp Non Stadium 0 
Barcelona Football Qub. one of the 
world’s biggest dubs (1 30.000 
members), celebrates Its centenary this 
-year: And celebrate Is the word If 
Barcelona, as expected, clinch the 
Spanish championship in June. Matches 
usually take place on Sunday 
afternoons. (the next home match Is 4 
April against Real Oviedo). They provide 
an excuse for gratuitous displays of 
fancy dress and Catalan nationalistic 
pride, although die-hard fans bemoan 
the lack of Catalans among the squad. 

If you're can't make a five match, 
there's always the museum. Have your' 
.picture taken next to the replica 1992 
European Cup. watch vintage footage 
of former glories and. best of all. 
behold the Camp Nou Itself. Catalonia's 
field of dreams. 


Beam Down 

The no-frills options are on Debonair 
(0541 500300) from Luton and 
Gatwkk, and easyJet (0870 600 0000) 
from Luton. Expect to pay £100 or less 
for mid-week departures or for 
bookings made a long way in advance, 
but fares can rise sharply For peak 
weekend departures and for short- 
notice bookings. The witivrfrtlls 
scheduled air Ones are British Airways 
(0345 2221 1 1 ) and Iberia ‘(0171 -830 
001 1) from Gatwick and Heathrow. 
Trains run from Barcelona airport to 
the Plata Catalunya every half-hour, 
taking 25 minutes and costing around 
£2 each way. 


Why go non? 

The Med is warming up quite nicely and. since the air-fares war is 
going to take place over Spain this summer, with a bit of planning you 
shouldn't need to pay much more chan £1 00 return to fly there - 
rather less than you would have paid 15 years ago. The Spanish 
football season is beginning to reach Its climax with local heroes FC 
Barcelona looking good for the championship. 




Sunday morning, go Co church 

Probably the most famous - and controversial - 
work-in-progress on earth is the Temple ExpJatori 
de la Sagrada Famllla (jy, Gaudi's unfinished 
symphony to his enduring Catholic faith. It remains 
under construction 73 years after Gaudi's death. 
One of the best views Is from the Placa Gaud! 0 
at the back of the building but there are no bad 
views of a structure that combines detail with 
breathtaking scale. Open every day and visited by 
millions, it's one of Europe's must-see buildings 
and. after a pilgrimage, you’ll be grateful the 
anarchists didn't blow it up. as threatened, during 
the Spanish Civil War. 
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The Camp Nou Stadium celebrates its centenary this year 


Icing on the cake 

During working hours, take the lift to the 21st floor of 
the Banco Atlantlco building © (Avenue Diagonal 
407] and make your way to the public toilets. From 
this unlikely location, savour your last fix of this 
addictive city, with or without spending a peseta. 


Valencia 


0.5 miles 


La Sagrada Familia is one of Europe's must-see buildings 


Gran Via Cores catalanes 


I .. ..k : yggi£r ■ J 


An aperitif 

Do you want to party like Its 1 899? 
Barcelona is one of the few places 
where bars still sell absinthe, the 70- 
per-cent-proof green alcohol 
containing wormwood. Recently, 
however, the scourge of 19th-century 
Parisian poets has enjoyed something 
of a revival and has been Imported by 
some adventurous British bar owners. 
If you're feeling particularly 
Bohemian, it's worth stopping off at 
Bar Marsella (D on Carrer Sant Pau 
for a shot of locally brewed absenta. 
But do go easy. 


Get your bearings 

Barcelona is an easy city to navigate, especially on 
foot. The airport bus drops you conveniently at 
Placa Catalunya Q- the beating heart of the city. 
Ignore the huge Marks fir Spencer store: Instead, 
remind yourself you're in Catalonia with a walk 
down Barcelona's main drag. La Rambla 0, the 
pedestrianised boulevard that bisects the old town 
and runs down to the port. A mile in length, it can 
feel longer depending on your fondness for caged 
birds and mime artists. 


Conseil de Cent 


Take a hike 

Losing yourself in the Barri Go tic Q is the quickest way of 
immersing yourself in the sounds and smells of this living, 
breathing industrial port. Avoid fellow tourists with a quick 
dash down a dark alley, but whichever route you take, you'll 
eventually emerge into one of the area’s little squares framed 
by cafes and bars. You'll soon realise, without the need For 
plaques or guidebooks, that the Barri Gotic boasts one of the 
highest concentrations of medieval buildings in Europe. 
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Las Rambla is Barcelona's main boulevard 




Lunch on Che run 

Is there anything more satisfying than alfresco 
patatas bravas (fat chips in hot pepper sauce) 
washed down with a swift Estrella lager? The 
everyday snack is sold at virtually every cafe and 
capas bar. but it's worth remembering chat tapas 
are not part of Catalonia's culinary tradition - the 
city's tapas bars are more a response to visitors' 
expectations than residents’ needs. 


Window shopping 

The Barri Gotic. as you might expect, is a rich 
source of antiques. Small, idosyncratic and 
eccentric shops peddle bric-a-brac of varying 
quality around Calle de la Palfa 0. 




saw- 


Demure dinner 

Madrid-Barcelona 0 [Arago 282} was formerly a 
station cafe when the railway line ran through here. 
Fifty years later, you would hardly guess its prosaic 
origins. A stylish refurbishment has btoughi a crowd 
of trendy(ish) young locals for a mixture of Catalan 
and modem Med dishes. Prices are reasonable 
(about £10 per head including wine) and portions are 
healthy, but arrive after l upm or. as elsewhere in the 
city, you'll be starved of atmosphere If it's seafood 
you're aFter - and the baccala (Atlantic salt cod) is 
not to be missed - a stroll along Port Well 0. 
particularly the Palau de Mar 0 . at the eastern 
end of the port offers a range of fishy suppers. 
(However, eadng at this time is considerably moie 
expensive than the lunchtime set menus.) 


Cultural afternoon 

Picasso or Gaudi? Tough choice. If you can resist the comprehensive collection of Pablo's early 
paintings, drawings and sketches at the Museu Picasso 0(1 5-1 9 Calle Momcada 15-19, 00 
34 93 319 6310). you won't be disappointed by the aesthetic rewards on the trail of Antonio 
Gaudi. the local architect whose visionary work was once described by Salvador Dali as 'a 
tactile erogenous zone which bristles like a sea urchin*. Marvel at the form, function and 
flights of fancy of his last two secular projects, the Casa Batllo 0 (built 1904-6) and La 
Pedrera 0 (1906-10), two buildings that straddle the Passeig de Gracia in the graceful 
Ebcample district 0 . the commercial hub of the city. Casa Batllo is pure Hansel and Gretel. 
its facade and rooF invoking a battle between St George and the dragon but before you've 
time to rationalise It all. you reach La Pedrera where you're squeezed into a tiny lift and 
whisked up to Salon Gaudi. seven Floors up. Up the spiral staircase, grotesque sentinel 
chimneys stand guard over the warped beauty of an undulating roofscape: it's as if you've 
landed on Planet Gaudi. And, if the alien environment fails to overwhelm your senses, then the 
panoramic view of Barcelona will. 


Check in 

Barcelona is popular with visitors throughout the 
year and booking accommodation is always a good 
idea. The flash Hotel Arts © (Carrer de Marina 19- 
21. 00 34 93 318 1900) is for chose with sufficient 
cash (about £1 85 per night) to afford the location in 
the 1992 Olympic Village, the rooftop pool and the 
unrivalled sea/city views. Hotel Granvia © (Gran 
Via de les Corts Catalanes. 00 34 93 41 2 1 1 1 5) is a 
more traditional hotel, dating back to 1935. that 
offers three-scar service and a great position just off 
the Passeig de Gracia ©. for about E90. Hostal 
Orleans © { Avda Marques de i'Argentera 1 3. 00 34 
93 319 7382] offers dimfy-llr, clean, safe rooms for 
a relative bargain E20 per night. 
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Global Agenda 


NewYork 

According to curator Richard 
Martin, the theme of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s 
Our New CtoOtes: Acquisitions 
of tiie 29908 exhibition, is “the 
best-of-the-best fashion as we 
have acquired it over the past. . 
decade”. It revives a tradition of 
the Met's Costume Institute 
from the 1930s and 1940s by 
giving the museum a chance to 
display' items that have been 
recently added to its collection. 
Sponsored by New York’s 
fashi on temple. Barneys - 
which will be mounting* 
window display based on the . 
exhibition r- the show is built 
around motifs such as 
“American Heroes”, featuring - 
designers Geoffrey Beene, 

Calvin Klein and Giorgio <fi 
Sanf Angelo. Those’ looking for 
inspiration on how to where a 
white dress (one of this season’s 
must-haves) should start in the 
fifth gallery which is entirely 
devoted to the subject 

examples range from I860 
through Victorian , times to the - 
present day. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
1M fifth Avenue, New York; 
USA Ml 212 535 7710) from 6 
April-22 August, suggested 
donation p.0. 

Holland 

TheNational Museums’ 



Weekend, organised by the 
Dutch Museum Pass 
Foundation, is proving a 
popular incentive to hot foot it 
across the North Sea. Now in its 
19th yeai; the goal is to 
encourage those who would 
never usually set foot in a 
museum to come in and see 
what they’ve been missing. 
More than 550 museums will be 
taking part in the event this 
year and at least two thirds will 
be waiving entrance fires for the 
weekend, the remainder 
offering a discount 
Various venues (00 31 20 670 
1111) 10-11 April 

Sheffield 

Although best known for cutlery 
(pictured), the designer David 
Mellor is also responsible for 
design concepts behind 
everyday street furniture as 
pillar beams and traffic fights. 


The Real David Mellor. Master 
Metalworker, a major 
retrospective at Sheffield's 
Mappin Art Gallery, seeks to 
reveal why, in a profession 
noted for the ephemeral nature 
of its “stars”, Mellor has 
attained a lasting appeal. One 
reason for his success is his 
functional approach to design, 
which has not only produced 
such modern classics as his 
1953 “Pride” range of cutlery 
but also the award-winning 
Round Building in Hathersage 
near Sheffield. 

Mappin Art Gallery, 101 
Norfidk Street, Sheffield <0114 
203 9416) from today until 20 
June, closed Mon and Tue,free 

Finland 

A reindeer isn't just for the 
Christmas run. Competitive 
Finns have been attaching 
sleighs to their native mammals 
all through the winter in order 
to be up to speed for this 
weekend’s big event The 
Reindeer Kingship Cup is the 
highlight of a racing 
programme that is nowin its 
48th yean If you join the 
spectators in Inari, make sure 
you taiw some loose cash so 
that you can place a bet 
Inari, Finland (Finnish Tburist 
Board: 0171-839 4048) today and 
tomorrow 

SHARON GETHINGS 


24-hour Room Service: Weisses Kreliz, Innsbruck 


* THE IDEA that Mozart 

g slept at the Weisses Kreuz 

hotel - in the days when 
(I y dormitories were more 

common than private 
rooms - was one of many 
a PP®ding factors (even 
though the comp . ser’s 
|p 1 lodging is now the owner's 
office). But I was horrified, 
at first to find myself entering the hotel 
through what seemed like the servants' quar- 
ters. In fact the front door takes you into the 
area where the horses used to be kept - trav- 
elling in the 15th century, when the Weisses 
Kreuz first started receiving visitors, was a 
very different business - and the reception is 
on the second floor. 

Once you are inside, it is difficult not to be 
taken with the easy charm of the Weisses 
Kreuz. It was built around a central court- 
yard and, although that has now gone, the in- 
ternal window's have been preserved. A 
fountain spouts away next to the reception 
desk. The restaurant is a series of stube, 
smallish. Tyrolean-style rooms, each with a 
wooden bench running around the walls, and 
groups of carved wooden chairs. 

The location is ideal: Herzog-Friedrieh- 
strasse is a continuation of the main Maria- 
Theresien-Strasse in the heart of the old city, 
just down the road from the famous Golden 
Roof and round the comer from the Hofourg 
and the other main sights. The Hungerburg 
cable-car, which takes you into the moun- 
tains. is a 20-minute walk away, 

LOCATION, LOCATION, 

LOCATION 

Gasthof-hotel Weisses Kreuz, Herzog- 
Friedrichstrasse 31. A-6020 Innsbruck- 



Altstadt 00 43 512 59479; e-mail hoteLweiss- 
es.kreuziiVeunet.at 

Transport: the hotel is on the edge of the 
pedestrianised centre of Innsbruck, and 
walking distance from all the main sights: in 
fact you can see most of the them from your 
room, if it faces the right way. The hotel has 
its own garage, but otherwise buses and taxis 
can stop at a visitors' assembly point at the 
end of the street. 

Time from airport: 10 minutes: the airport 
is two miles from the city centre. 

Time from station: five minutes by cab. 10 
minutes on foot 

ARE YOU LYING 
COMFORTABLY? 

Beds: Standard-size doubles or singles, 
made up with large Austrian duvets and two 
pillows for each person. When I asked for an 
extra blanket, 1 was offered a choice of wool 
or feather, and a second duvet arrived within 
minutes. Since the building is an ancient one 


that has been modernised, the rooms vary in 
size; the best is No 403, which, apart from 
being large and comfortably furnished, has a 
bay window with a stunning view up and 
down the street, with snow-capped moun- 
tains as backdrop in both directions. 
Freebies: soap and shampoo; this is not the 
place to come if you want to replenish your 
supply of cosmetics. 

Temperature: the radiators in the bedroom 
and bathroom could be switched on or off 
Bathroom: some rooms only have a shower, 
others have a bath with shower attachment 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
Television: NBC is the only English-lan- 
guage station. There is a large selection of 
programmes from all over Europe, but noth- 
ing from the UK 

Radio: in every room, although I couldn’t 
malm mine work, so it was difficult to tell 
what range of stations might be available. 
Phone/fax/lnternet: there is a phone in 
every room. Fhx and Internet are available 
only at reception. 

Newspapers: a selection of local papers and 
Austrian dailies is available in the dining- 
room at breakfast time. When I asked for 
something in English, I was told that nothing 
could be delivered before 9am. 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

Double rooms range between 1.060AS (£53) 
and 1.300AS in tbe low season, with prices in 
the high season only slightly higher. This in- 
cludes tax. service, and a substantial buffet 
breakfast A space in the private garage costs 
100AS a day. 

I'm not paying that: book for three nights 
or more, and you get a 10 per cent discount. 

Cathy packe , 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PERSONAL 


the weekend review 

Ti, e Independent, 4 April 1999 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Voice 


¥THE INDEPENDENT 




09065 547 142 


to respond to any ad. Calls cost 
the normal BT premium rate of 
£1 per minute at all times 




PERFECTLY 
PARADOXICAL 
Partner sought by this funny, 
serious, happy, sad woman. 
40+ . Someone who shares 
her understanding of the 
need to become sB that we 
truly are. Brighton based. . 

gggag 

DEEPLY CYNICAL 
SSm, 5V, brown-eyed 
brunette. GSOH, attractive, 
athletic, 29. enjoys theatre, 
music, outdoor pursuits and 
keep-fit, seeks solvent male. 
25-40, with similar interests, 
who can restore her faith In 
men. Hampshire. gg034 
UNCOVER THE MYSTERY 
Bright curvaceous, viva- 
cious. mischievous, sultry, 
dark-eyed Italian lady, 30s, 
seeks tad, handsome, pro- 
fessianaJ male, tor long-term 

relationship. 1X6041 

LOOKING FOR YOU 
Fair-haired, petite. attractive 
female, young 41 . successful 
career, likes means, films, 
travel, seeks attractive, sin- 
cere man, 35-45. GSOH. 
Central London. gWD 
AMERICAN WANTED.. 

...50, lor slim, blonde, profes- 
sional, with two grown sons 
and green card, who loves 
the arts, snow and sea and 
adventures of the mind, body 

and soul. IT 6036 

NORTHERN LIGHTS 
Successful, dynamic, slim, 

B rolessional woman, works 
3rd, plays hard, seeks simi- 
lar male. 40s-50s. into classi- 
cal music, fitness, ideas, 
travel and tun. Glasgow or 

anywhere. g6025 

MADRID/BARCELONA 
Creative, attractive, slim 
female, articulate, with eMer- 
vescent personality, seeks 
cultured, N/S. s&n male, 50- 
65, lor holday In May, passi- 
ble relationship. St Albans. 

1X5884 

EMOTIONAL WEAPON 
Tender Latin female warrior, 
30, desires charming, caring 
opponent male gladiator, 

30+ . tor a genuine, amicable 
duo. London/South East 

■C 5859 

ATTRACTIVE 
A INTELLIGENT 
Genuine, warm, slim, lit, pro- 
fessional. vibrant, blonde 
female. 30. N/S. seeks simi- 
lar male, 6. athletic build, 
hopefully leading to love, 
happiness and a committed 
relationship. Herts or Bucks 


SEEKING FUN 
AND FRIENDSHIP 
Tal and slim, professional 
woman, mid-30s. Indepen- 
dent. Ivety. creative, seeking 
a confident and stylish man, 
lor fun days/nights out. 
friendship, leading to 
romance. Newcastle area. 

«B049 

ALL WOMAN 

Female, 40, funny and feisty, 
in Wales, seeks honest, refi- 
able and clever man. 1X5857 
COCK-EYED & OPTIMISTIC 
lntefflgent, slim and pretty 
female, in early 40s, into 
spiritual growth, bookshops, 
country walks, afternoon tea 
and champagne, seeks kind, 
lnteifigent. sensitive male. 
44-60, who also enjoys cine- 
ma, theatre and musto, for 
friendship and romance. 
Welsh marches. PS759 
IT COULD BE YOU 
Slim and attractive woman, 
55, Joanna Lumfey type, 
enjoys good company, has 
an active fitestyfe, soda sol- 
vent, attractive, outgoing, tail 
male. Looking forward to 
hearing from you. 1XS9B1 
NEW FOREST GRADUATE 
Attractive, slim, blonde, artis- 
tic female. 5'4’, enjoys arts, 
theatre, eating out. live 
music, seeks fun-loving, 
easygoing, inteHigem. profes- 
sional mate, 36-45. g5933 
CREATIVE AND STYLISH 
Attractive, slim, caring, inde- 
pendent brunette. 47, foreign 
national, professional, enjoys 
opera, classical musk;, travel 
seeks mature, weft-educated, 
sincere, professional male. 
48-55, for friendship and 
hopefully love. TT5934 

Gall NOW! 

To respond to any 
Voice Personate 1 ad can 

99065 541 142 

Cals ndfl per mute a Atom 

GENUINE LADY 

Christian female. 25. 5‘3". 
auburn/bJue. N/S, enjoys eat- 
ing out and having fen. 
seeks decent Christian guy. 
25-30, N/S, tor friendship/ 
relationship. Leamington 
area. t?589D 


CAUGHT UP 
IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
Taft. sOm. professional 
■ female, 35, seeks soul mate, 
to explore the great outdoors 
and add some spies to fife. 

IX 5897 

MAN WITH QUALITIES? 
Unconventional Continental 
brunette, late 40s. tall, slim, 
N/S, infelfectual/ans Inter- 
ests/profession. enjoys out- 
doors, seeks tail graduate, 
professional mate, 45-55, 
emotionally Iterate, lively 
mind, simfar interests. 
Berte/Oxon/Ldn. tT5636 
SURREY BASED 
Big, jolly, attractive woman 
graduate, 51 . looks younger, 
seeks male companion, for 
conversation. Urns, theatre, 
art, music, gardening, DIY. 
countryside. Warm heart 

cold feet 1? 5891 

ONE MAN AND HIS DOG 
Man wtth dog sought by 
reoentty bereaved labrador 
owner, 45+ . N/S, with good 
brato and looks. London/ 

M25. ggaoi 

VET 

Or at least animal-toving, 
professional male, sought by 
Plymouth-based, triferaual 
graduate. 50+. with GSOH, 
land of travel, ffim. literature, 
swimming, wafts, horse rid- 

Ing TT5635 

LONDON LADY- 
...50, with various interests, 
including cinema, music, 
travel, eating and drtiking, 
getting out of London oftenl 
Seeks Jntefllgenl man wtth 
similar interests. 1X5909 
SUSSEX WOMAN 
Graduate lady, very young 
55. 58'. slim, fit attractive, 
into jaw, all the arts, travel, 
walls, cycling, swimming, 
seeks tail, sorted male, simi- 
lar age and interests, tor 

friendship. '35836 

LOOKING FOR MR RIGHT 
Female, 25, 5T, slim, 

Monde, blue eyes, very 
attractive, loves pubs, efubs. 
music, seeks a young male, 
19-30, looks unimportant. 

Any area. 1X57tg 

SUCCESSIONAL SINGLE 
If you're an unattached mala, 
30s, attractive, creative and 
inteligent, into music, dubs, 
conversation, travel, theatre. 

I would like to hear from you. 

05778 

HAPPY OPTIMIST 
Attractive, slim, fenny, 
unconventional female, 34, 
interesting. Intetflgent. cre- 
ative, educated, loves read- 
ing. Laughing, the arts, coun- 
tryside and dtles, travel, 
slaying at home, seeking a 
compatible male, under 55. 

05910 

DELICIOUS BRUNETTE 
With poise and smouldering 
looks, is seeking one very 
fabulous, tafl, charismatic 
and successful man, 35-45, 
to work her Itte out with. 

05848 

ANYBODY UP NORTH? 
Warm, cuddly, fivdy woman. 
42, 5'. blonde, blue eyes, 
inteffigenL likes music, food, 
countryside, travel, motorcy- 
cles, seeking an intelligent 
witty, sensitive man, to coax 
out the goddess within. 
Cimbria'N Lancs. 05850 
NOT MUCK TO ASK 
Tal, attractive, slim white 
female, 43, seeking a tall, 
attractive black male. 30-40. 
far genuine TLC. 05837 
HELP -NORTH WEST 
Two attractive, happy, intelli- 
gent South Cumbria females, 
34/45, seek two similar dark, 
slinVme<fium-buflt men. 
under 45, 5*8*+. 05705 
VINCE 

Please call again • I corid 
not gat your number and 
would Due to get in touch. 
Life's dfficutt m a can box. 

05900 

SHARE 

SPECIAL MOMENTS 
Cuddly, warm, attractive, 
intelligent female. 46, needs 
to rave and receive lots of 
TLC, seeks affectionate, 
confident male, with a good 
sense of fen and adventure. 
Mid Wales preferably but can 

travel. 05689 

LIFE IS GOOD... 

It can gel betted Enjoy 
weekends In Spam, winters 
in Jamaica/Florida. Rt these 
into your busy schedule? 
Attractive, professional, tarty- 
something. ebony female, 
looks 30. seeks confident . 
professional white male, 40- 
45. well travelled, strong, 
spiritual values, to share the 

better times. 05768 

EMPTY ROOMS 
Intelligent, blonde single 
mum. 40, 5*6*. slim bidd, 
graduate, enjoys science fic- 
tion. rock music, offbeat 
humour, politics, animals, 
home life, seeking a deep- 
thinking. intelligent male, 35- 
45, tor a fusion at minds. 
South Wales or anywhere. 
05766 


GLOBALLY-WINDED 
Postgrad, universal woman, 
seeks renaissance man. 

Weft, at least, stylish, setf- 
emptoyad. green-eyed 
gamine type, 54. with keen 
sense of purpose, seeks cre- 
ative. communicative, emo- 
tionally-evolved. energetic 
friend/fellow adventurer. 

05750 

MCURABLE ROMANTIC 
Caring, inteftgent and attrac- 
tive female. mkMOs. N/S. 

Into spiritual growth, envoys 
drama, languages, theatre, 
music, bookshops, country 
gardens and afternoon tea, 
seeks kind, inteilgem, sensi- 
tive male, 44-57, lor friend- 
ship and romance. Hereford. 
Worcester or Gtoucs area. 

1X5759 

SEEKING SIR GALAHAD 
Wonderful man wanted - 
rich, bright, SOH, that sort of 
tiring, for rttieer enjoyment 

IT 57 60 

VIVID, VIBRANT. 
VIVACIOUS 

Bubbfy, blue-eyed blonde. 

52, fan attractive, takes 
vide In appearance. 

Ruben esque figure, GSOH. 
lovely nature, seeks sincere, 
solvent gentleman, 50+. 
Hertfordshire area. 175591 
WANTED: TWO KNIGHTS 
Two female graduates, 30- 
something. sum. attractive. 
3otvant, waiting to be res- 
cued by two friendly, gallant 
knights in shining armour. 

P5751 

EXCITING AUSSIE 
Affectionate, professional 
lady, easygoing. GSOH, 
enjoys Me, Rres sports, win- 
ing/dining, seeks profession- 
al, athletic English/ 

Caribbean male, mid- 30s, 
similar Interests. NW 

London. ‘B‘5749 

JUST FOR YOU 
Attractive and warm female, 
43, enjoys wafts. theatre, 
wine and adventure, seeks 
interesting, optimistic male. It 
you think this Is you, leave a 
message. West Midlands. 

•a -5691 

SITUATION VACANT 
Gorgeous, dynamic, sfim. 
fun. intelligent writerAecturer, 
late 413s, needs attractive, 
N/S. man. 40-50ish. who's 
strong, successful, intelli- 
gent. considerate, reliable 
and stylish, to fill the gap in 

her Me. 1T5753 

TOMUOROW 
MAY NEVER COME 
Continental, petite, slim, fem- 
inine. Independent female, 
50s, brown/brown, enjoys 
everything with panache, 
cooking, nature, sun, sand, 
seeks honest male, emotion- 
al. cuddly, for friendship. 

1X5739 

SINGLE PARENT 
Good-looking female. 27. 
divorcing, seeks fun-loving 
mala, tor fen nights out cosy 
nights in. London area. 
•0%738 
VEHY 

ATTRACTIVE BLONDE 
WorkahoGc female graduate, 
tiita the arts, walking, social- 
ising and much mare, seeks 
sfim. attractive, professional 
man, 38-52. to share times 
with. Bucks/London area. 

STS 5 B 9 

ATTRACTIVE BLONDE 
Attractive, slim, fit, blonde 
graduate, early 40s. enjoys 
most tilings In Me. fives life 
to the fell, seeks good-look- 
ing male soul mate. Cardiff 

based. C5754 

LONDON LADY 
Attractive, slim, divorced 
female, 50, fives in west 
London, seeks mate. 45-60. 
wttfi rimtar interests. 1X5702 
KIND MAN WANTED 
Lady, 32. 5TT, slim, intelli- 
gent, N/S, sensttive/caring. 
seeks tiiteffigem, honest 
successful, unpretentious 
white gentleman. 35-40, 

Slf. N/S, who Bees country- 
side, walks, pubs, theatre, 
eating in/ouL tar happiness. 
maybe refatiotwhip. if 5761 
VIVAC10US1 

Northern, professional lady, 
well educated, wicked SOH. 
realties tail sfim gent S’S't. 
N/S. to share a relationship 
with, which will expand mind, 
body and soul. East Anglia. 
1X5/63 ^Mh. 



UNATTACHED MALE 
Enjoys sports, fitness, travel, 
desires curvaceous, unpre- 
tentious female. 20-50. N/S. 
Edinburgh based. 1X5026 
CREATIVE MIND 
Sporty male, 40s. few arts, 
theatre, painting, and wan- 
dering around the globe, red 
wine and laughter, seeks 
adventurous female, to share 
the less Hodden path. 

1X6024 


GENUINE MALE 
Single while male. 44, pro- 
fessional, considerate and 
honest, lots to otter, many 
Interests: countryside, walk- 
ing and dancing, seeks gen- 
uine Lady, far Friendship. 

London area 1X6027 

OXFORD 

Decent chap, 35. tafi. own 
teeth and home, seeks you? 

1X5943 

IF LIFE IS A JOURNEY.. 
...then I'm looking lor a co- 
driver. Reading-based male, 
too dose to 40 for comfort, 
seeks female, to share Ida's 
twists and turns. IT 6042 


THREE COLOURS 
Young-looking student coun- 
dlkrr. aged 34, 63". easygo- 
ing. caring, thoughtful, 
humorous, enjoys fitins. 
yoga, relaxing with triends 
seeking Independent, caring 
female, to enjoy life wtth. 
Newcastle area. g6048 
ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Gentle doctor, aged 60. 56'. 
south London, enjoys read- 
ing, classical music, tradi- 
tional jazz, theatre, travel. 
DIY. people and vintage 
cars, seeks female graduate. 
N/S 1X5975 


REGENERATED 
EX-NEW MAN 

Boyteri. 60, slim. tall. fair, lata 
back, wants to rediscover 
eicrtement of difference wtth 
a feminme woman. 55-65. 
gernte. buiom and curvy, 
dark. dark. Celtic/Latin, good 
looks N/S London. 1X5979 
ARAB WOMAN SOUGHT 
A tab male. 34. graduate, 
honest, genuine, hind, loving, 
mio an. poetry, literature, 
seeking a kind, honest 
woman, for genuine friend- 
ship tearing io a lasting 
relation shp 1X5842 


Slsi 




create 


29-YEAR-OLD MALE 
Bit. slim, btue/dark. attrac- 
tive. enjoys travel, music, 
cinema eating in/ouL pho- 
tography. sports, seeks 
attractive female, tor friend- 
ship. possibly more 
Age race unimportant Bristol 
b ased but can travel 1X5942 
CALL ME 

Black male. 32. 5'H*. medi- 
um build, btectebrown. 
enjoys keep-fit. cinema, long 
walks, eating out and friends, 
seeks lady. 25-35. sfirrv'mecfi- 
um buHd. to snare interests 
with. 1X5889 

&TPI Group 1 999 ] 


Set your sights an the personals. 

If you'd like to be seeing someone special, call the personals - the best 
way to rediscover the look of love. It's fast, easy, convenient and 
completely FREE to place your ad. 

Simply call the freephone number below to place your FREE ad. and soon 
you'll be focusing all your attention on the one you love! 

\ P* ace your FREE Voitis?P erennahf ad on free phone 

IH 0800 216 351 

Sfgg Voice Personals 0 - because you Know it makes sense 

Vbka Fomr/i' Option toch awl in Th« tufc p q ite ir on jcaado} md o' Ike t rt opaKfc m on Sunday 


The advertnei c Strongly encouraged to recent a voce ijeamg prior B [nMcanon 
B you respond to an aflvermef who has nd reccsded a wee greeting. teu *4 sti have it» oppivtunflr to leave a message. 


79 PUB YBVB FBH ID: 

Cel Freephone BMt 218 B1 and leava your 30 word Voice 
Personate 1 advertisement aid heaJfoe. Then youl receive a voice 
mal box number and PIN lumber with instructions on recording 
your personal voce greeting and hfenrg to your respons e s. Both 
the advert and cNI to place the advertisement are tree, however 
advertisers oe bted at the normal BT premuni rate of 60p per 
minute at aft times far 0891 cals tor message retrieval. Please 
contact Other service pnvklen to delate of thier dtarges. 


T9 BEPDF TO AH AD: 

Circle the ads that interest you text call 88685 SB 1C and 
follow the simple instructions to hear the advertiser's greeting 
message or to hear greetings from people who match your 
search criteria. You can leave messages far those who 
interest you - it's simple, test and easy! 

HE SU&BLL We ouggasl that the Bret meeting ataayc be Md In 
a pubfte place and that you do not weal ywirfuU name, address or 
tome phone number wiffl you are comfortable doing bo. 


AMERICAN MALE 
Professional. genuine, cute, 
serious and fenny male, 33. 
seeks wonderful female 
friend, for dinner, pubbing 
and exploring, possibly tor 

romance. 1X6035 

BLOSSOMING FUTURE 
Tall, sGm gentle man. 56. N/S, 
likes the normal things in life, 
seeking slim lady. N/S, who 
requires romance, sincerity 
and kindness, with wining 
and dining. M25 area. 

1X6038 

TALL, DARK GRADUATE 
Warm, caring male, wide 
interests arts, theatre, cine- 
ma, pubs. dubs, walking, 
countryside, mountains, for- 
eign travel, seeks tafi. sfim. 
professional. InteHigem 
woman. 34-46, similar Inter- 
ests, must have VGSOH. 

1X5974 

STUNNING! 

InfelfigenL caring and attrac- 
tive mate. 25. sensitive, with 
stamina, seeks stunning 
blonde, 18-35. tor fun. friend- 
ship and enjoying the good 

IHb. 1X6047 

ARE YOU THE ONE? 

If you are an outgoing, com- 
plex person, who enjoys new 
challenges and wants the 
best out of Itte. please caft. 


DEREK’S THE NAME 
Kind, honest, trustworthy, 
fenny, chivalrous, good-look- 
ing male (or so they say). 
40s, 6', sfim build, fit, blue 
eyes, educated. Passions: 
horses, riding, wfleflife. sail- 
ing, sking. theatre, music 
and travel, is seeking a 
female comoan ion. 1X5555 


MAKE MY 
TELEPHONE RING 

Charming, fenny, romantic, 
solvent, spontaneous, sol- 
vent. successful male. 34. 
with zest tor fife. Passions: 
musto. eating, shopping, 
seeking challenging female. 
25-35. humour essential, tun 
guaranteed. Oxlord/Berks/ 
Bucks area preferably. 

1X5656 

WILL YOU BE MINE? 

Very jolty man. early 30s. 

5 IT. well-built, enjoys going 
out. eating out films, seeking 
a buxom/cudcfiy female, 
large build, tor Friendship. 


HANDSOME 
AND GENUINE 
City profe s s io nal, 6', with fife, 
GSOH, varied interests, 
seeks attractive, slim, caring 
female, for friendship/ 
romance. You won't be (fis- 

aopofated. 1X5852 

KNIGHT— 

...with tarnished armour 
seeks damsel wtth Brasso. 

Merxfip area. 1X5853 

SINATRA LOVER 
Witty, intelligent, dark, mas- 
cufinejxolessional mate, 
aged 33, loves music, coun- 
tryside. films, sports, seeks 
slim, attractive, cultured but 
caring lady, without children, 
who's independent for a 


FATHER FIGURE 
Wise old owl bachelor, 50. 
gentle but lion-hearted 
knight seeking a young lady. 
who needs an older lamer 
figure. Not rich, but all ol me 
will honour and protect you 
South. 1T5982 


BRISTOL/SOUTH WEST 
Attractive, kind, inteffigent. 
loyal male, aged 41. non- 
smoker. is seeking a similar 
female, far outings, conver- 
sation. friendship and love 

1X6050 

PLEASE REPLY 
Tall, dark and handsome, 
sett-employed businessman, 
aged 40. seeking a happy, 
intelligent beautiful girlfriend. 
aged 24-32 London g59B4 
ANYTHING’S POSSIBLE 
Professional, tafl male, aged 
39. N/S, considered good- 
looking, GSOH, new to area, 
enjoys music, country walks, 
theatre, sailing, keep-fit 
seeks Sincere, sfimmtsh 
female, 30-40. tor tun and 
Friendship. Somerset area. 

1X5941 

LOOK NO FURTHER 
Kind, canng, shy. mtaUigent 
gentleman, enjoys all the 
usual things in We. seeks 
friendly female, tor friend- 
ship. outings and company. 


ARTISTIC TAUREAN 
Slim male. 44. 6'2", arts 
postgraduate, enjoys singing, 
line arts, architecture, pubs, 
red wine, seeks fun female, 
bom year of dog/tiger, or 
between 35-45! E London/n 
Essex based preferably. 

1X5902 

CALL ME 

Ex-backpacker. 29. 5'1D\ 
wefi-built, radical, shy. sensi- 
tive. honest enjoys pubs, 
swimming, reading, good 
conversation, seeks attrac- 
tive mixed race/black female, 
similar interests. 27-34. 
1X5802 


SUCCESSFUL LAWYER 
Young-looking 35. seeks 
intellectual female, any 
nationatity/race. for relation- 
ship. 1X5893 

Any Queries? 

N you mould have any questions 
about any aspects of our 

Vcnct- Personals' service, please 
cai FREE on 0800 216 351 

I'M WAITING 

... tor someone to make two 
lives complete, yours and 
mine. Me, 4t, 6', dark and 
handsome. N/S. warm, witty 
and ava Sable, very creative, 
into arts, theatre, ctoema. 
rrwsic. You? Remember I'm 

waiting. 1X5931 

LUST FOR LIFE 
Male, 36. 5T0”. blond/blue, 
sincere, slightly mad. Into 
anything that's fen, seeks 
wicked woman. £0-30, with 
good bone structure, to 
shower with affection. 

Manchester. 1X5839 

HAPPY BUNNY 
Warm-hearted, trierxfly. 
adventurous male. 45. 6'. 

N/S. fikes sports, swimming, 
keeping til, general sotiafis- 
ing, seeks tnendly female, 
warm, canng. single mums 
especially welcome, tor 
friendship/relationship. 

1X5905 

JAMES HERE 
Tall, attractive, gentle vege- 
tarian, late 50s, 5T0". N/S. 
seeks single, refined, unat- 
tached female, 40-65, tor 
fang-lerm. canng friendship 
and more XT 5851 


Club Rendezvous is the exciting way to find a partner or friend using 
the telephone! Whether you're a member or a guest you can use the 
many features designed to help you meet someone new! 

• l *eit the Members lounge and meet interesting, fun people of different age 
groups. • Cfufi staff ensure tfraf with each visit you'll be introduced first to the 
newest members. • Our PrvfHe matching sysfem helps find the right people for 
ym. • Update vour Personal message profile at any time. • Check the Club 
Notice-board to pfctf up messages and tor the latest dub news. 

• NEW! CM i Rendezvous Fbaaiooet Lounges throughout toe UK! 

Call Club Rendezvous NOW on: 




770 701 


Cafis cost the normal BT premium rate o< HJp pet minute et aft times. . 
Saw* Provider Tnte-PutoflaWng UK Ltd, 32-38 SaSran WB. London EC1N 6SX 


SIMPLE GUY _ 

Asian mate. 30-something, 6 
ra/l, divorced, sporty, sophis- 
ticated. simple and spiritual, 
seeks female, with positive 
outfook on fife, tor friendship 
and tun. London area. 

1X5838 

SOUL MATE SEARCH 
Attractive arcfetecL 30s. 59 r . 
dark hair, green- blue eyes, 
sfimmish build. N/S. outgo- 
ing. spontaneous, romantic, 
loves sports, cycling, walks, 
the arts, exhibitions, travel 
and socialising, seeking a 
creative lemafe. who's on a 
similar wavelength, far possi- 
ble serious relationship. 
Twickenham or nearby area. 

1X5833 

LIFE COMMITMENT 
Architect 33. tan. blond. N/S. 
art lover, seeks professional 
Indian/Pakistanl woman, with 
a sincere Interest in the arts. 

1X5898 

FRIENDLY & RESERVED 
Reserved. Inexperienced, 
mkMOs male, tikes travel, 
socialising, seeks similar, 
sincere, lady. mtd-30s to 50. 
far friendship, possfaly more. 
East/Nonh London or Essex 

area. C5816 

CARPE DIEM 
Had a bad day, month or 
year. Considerate, proactive 
guy. 50s. seeks ferrate soul 
mate, under 50. South Wales 

based. 1X5801 

TALI, 

ATTRACTIVE GRADUATE 
Male. 51 . warm and sensi- 
tive, with GSOH. varied inter- 
ests. Including the arte, trav- 
el theatre, ctoema, pubs, 
music, wafts, seeking a tall, 
attractive, intalligent 
thoughtful, professional 
woman, 34-46. with similar 
interests and a GSOH. 

1X5831 

OLDER LADY 
Warm, caring, attractive, faff, 
slim, independent. Intelligent 
male. 30, seeks an attrac- 
tive. older lady, tor friendship 
and affection. London. 

1X5705 

SERENDIPITY 
Tall, charmmg. fight-haired, 
clever, sftm single dad. 
young 46. stylish, romantic, 
attractive, solvent profes- 
sional, is seeking a compati- 
ble woman, 36-42. to enjoy 
fife, laughter and companion- 
ship. Richmond. Joanne - JiH 
□ando took-a/ike - can back 

with number. 1X5775 

SIMPLY SPECIAL 
Black professional male, 51. 
loves music, country life, 
music is seeking a cultured 
lady. 40-55, any nationality, 
tor friendship and more. 

1X5777 

CARRYING ON 
Male, 50. loves fife, musto. 
good food, travel and the 
arte, seeks lady, tor together- 
ness and a whole lot mare. 
1X5695 

ROMANTIC MALE... 

...43. 5'H*. attractive, wtth a 
good physique, emotionally 
open, sfacere. sensitive. 

Iftes art home life, country- 
side. seeking a Eke-minded, 
attractive, slim female, for 
one-to-one. M62 corridor or 

elsewhere. g5B49 

COCKNEY GUY 
Cheeky, happy guy, 43, with 
okay looks, fair hair, stocky 
buftd. not fat honest reliable 
and very down-lo-earth, 
seeks slim, affectionate lady, 
age/nationaiity open, lor ton 
times, leading to a lasting 
relationship 1X5832 
FRESH START! 

Good-looking, professional 
mate. 31, 5'10\ seeking 
skinny/big build, bubbly 
female, any age or colour 
Very large women are also 
most welcome it you leave a 
message I promise I will gel 

back to you. g5770 

IS THIS YOU? 

Sfim and attractive. Indepen- 
dent yet feminine, intelligent 
female. 28-39, N/S, medium 
height sparkling blue eyes, 
lair/dark hair? If so, this tall, 
athletic. Intelligent Brighton- 
based mate, 39. is waiting 

for your caU , a , 5706 

BRISTOL/SOUTH WEST 
Attractive, kind, faiefiigent 
and loyal mate, 41, non- 
smoker. seeking a similar 
lemafe, tor outings, conver- 
sation. friendship and love. 

IT 5704 

DAMAGE REPAIR 
REQUIRED 

Following direct hit by bimbo. 
Male. 42. 61". South Wales 
based, seeks intelligent, sin- 

g e-mtnded female. 36-43. 
r friendship and who 

knows'’ IX 5694 

FUTURE, 

LOVE, ROMANCE? 

Tafl. attractive Englishman. 
earty 30s. writer, ts seeking a 
sensitive, educated and 
uncompficated black female, 
tor one-to-one relationship. 
1X5643 


WANTED: 

HEDONISTIC WOMAN- 

...with horses, 25-40. to take 
this tall. dark, profesaonaf 
mate, 36. to his first hunt 

trial and beyond and have 
tote of ton whfledotogjt 
Buckirahamshlre. «584o 


CREATIVE BLACK MALE- 
35 5TT. hedonistic, in 
kearch ot an understamsnp 
female friend. 20+ . for lasting 
friendship and retetionsfep. 
Must like gigs and hanging 
out Leicester/Midlands area. 

1X5845 

CARRYING ON 
Male. 30. loves fife, music, 
good food, travel and the 
artsT seeks lady, tor t ogethe r- 
ness and a whole lot more. 
1X5695 


lood. ran ess. cour 

Don’t Forget! -sarSB 


Place your own Voice 

Personals* ad FREE on 

0800 216 351 

ITS TIME 

lnrelBgem. caring male , 31. 
good looks end SOH. keen 
on travel, walking, fitness, 
musto. cookery and stimulat- 
ing company, seeking to 
meet genuine female. 26434. 
for fun, friendship and 

romance 1T5515 

CREATIVE 
& SPORTY 
Male. 42. 5'8". self- 
employed, likes arts, theatre, 
panting, travel, red wine, 
laughter, seeks adventurous 
female, to share the less 

trodden paths. 1X5748 

DAY TRIPPER 
Attractive, profession ai male, 
37. tafl. dark hair, blue eyes, 
varied interests: cycling, hill- 
waftlng. holidays and music, 
seeks fen-loving female, to 
share magical, mystery 

tours. 1X5690 

WAVING 
OR DROWNING 
Solvent sociable, average- 
looking male. 44. sfim. fit 
seeks attractive, interesting, 
lively woman, to re-estabfish 
his future. WBts based. 

1X5757 

ALONE IN BELFAST 
Shy, fell Belfast male. 19, 
brown hair, bfee eyes, likes 
cinema, rearing, quiet nights 
in or out seeks friendly, car- 
ing lemafe. N/S. for friend- 
ship, maybe leading to more. 

1X5703 

SOMERSET 

SOULMATE 

Tafl, sftm, attractive, genuine, 
honest professional gentle- 
man, fives in Somerset, 
enjoys good food and wine, 
travel, laughter, conversa- 
tion. outdoor activities, seeks 
similar, classy, inteOgent. 
sfimmish lady. 40ish. tor life, 
love and lots ot laughter. 

1XS593 

LOOKING FOR LOVE 
Tan, weW-huft architect. 40. 
own business, who tends to 
work too hard, seeks intelli- 
gent well-travelled, well-edu- 
cated female, early 30s, who 
wants to settle down arid 

start a family. 1X5696 

CARE TO INDULGE 
Ex-backpacker, 29. 5T0’, 
wefl-buflt latfcal. shy, sensi- 
tive. honest, enjoys pub 
nights, swimming, reading, 
social reafism fBms. good 
conversation, seeks mixed 
race/black female with simi- 
lar Inter ests, aged 27-34. 

1X5773 

WARM AND KIND 
London-based mala, aged 
35. into cinema, theatre, Irish 
culture, seeks similar female. 

1X5752 

VERY ATTRACTIVE 
Mate. 45. STT, creative, 
GSOH. seeks sfim. irrteffl- 
gent attractive female, for 
dose friendship. West 

ttofteh/na 715583 

LATERAL-THINKING 

GRADUATE 

In his 40s. Cambridgeshire 
based, seeking an intelligent 
attractive, affectionate and 
spontaneous gtrf. who has 
the tong-term in mind. 

1X5592 

LIFE'S WHAT 
YOU MAKE IT 
Handsome, witty male. 32. 
into cinema, theatre and the 
aits, seeks an attractive, 
challenging, sporty woman. 
22-32, for shared life experi- 
ence. 1X5762 
SHARE 

SUNSHINE AND RAIN 
Male, aged 50. stocky build, 
decent-tooking. brown 
hair/eyes, likes animate, 
wildlife, seeks genuine, hon- 
est lady, up to 52. slim/medt- 
um build. 1X5701 

PROFESSIONAL 
GENTLEMAN 
Gent. 44, sinqie. no ties, 
seeks attractive female. 35- 
50. to enjoy fife, theatre, eat- 
ing out and general socialis- 
ing, in the South West area. 
■35699 


LIKE MMDS? 

James, fete 40s. but could 
be 10 years younger, some- 
time actor, now in the exhtoi- 
tfan business, enjoys theatre, 
travel, tennis and eyefing, 
British heritage and arctvte o- 
ture. seeking bright attrac- 
tive, younger man, fete 20s- 
30. mmflar Interests. g6037 
WELSH MALE 
Unpretentious mate, aged 
28, 5*8*, straight-acting, 
brown hair, blue eyes, into 
the cinema, travel, good 
food, fitness, countryskte. 
seeking a chunky Welshman, 
aged 20-35. Oxford, 
Manchester or anywhere. 

TP5977 . 

NOBLE SAVAGE 
Gay mate, 40, 5*1 O’, brown 
hafrfeyes, medium build, . 
enjoys outdoors, arts, works 
out seeks similar man, but 
not the same, tor possible 

LL. teiCODA 


1 - 2-1 

Gay man, early 60s. tall, fit 
active, graduate profession- 
al, non-scene, N/S, seeks 
younger man. 25-40, far tun. 
frtencbhip, holidays together, 
maybe more. Hampsnaa/ 

an ywhere. 1X5882 

ITALIAN GUY 
Romantic, 26, 57\ medium 
build, sociable, with a 
GSOH, postgraduate, profes- 
sional. enjoys a laugh, seeks 
an inteHigem, sincere, non- 
scene male, 25-35, 
Mediterranean or Northern 
European-tooking. for a com- 
mitted, one-to-one reiatlon- 

gjjg. London. 1X5834 

MATURE GAY MAN 
Romantic male, likes art and 
music, seeks similar male 
friend, any age. tor fun and 
friendship. Gtoucs. ZT5633 
FRIENDLY AND GENUINE 
Slim gay male. 32. 56?. 
brown hair/ eyes, many inter- 
ests. theatre, cinema eating 
out, current affairs, seeks 
simitar, tor friendship, possi- 
ble relationship- North West 

area. *85881 

WARM AND INTELLIGENT 
Witty, articulate, professional 
guy. non-scene. 38, into 
walking, swimming, theatre, 
art. seeks similar. 3040. 

Lancashire. 1X5B7g 

SINCERE GUY 
Attractive. 38, 5'l(r. 
sfim/rnuscular, professional, 
enjoys gym, travel, swim- 
ming, art, theatre, going out. 
romantic evenings m, seek- 
ing a guy, 2540, far fun 
times and a loving relalion- 
ship. Devon area. 1X5840 
SINCERE CHAP 
Gay chap, 27, cordial, 
thoughtful, intelligent, quiet, 
varied interests, non-scene, 
seeks portly, professional 
chap, 45-60, for romance, 
life together. Ldn/Cauntry. 

1X5637 

ZOO DIRECTOR 
Male, 43, warm and fun-lov- 
ing, absent-minded, wraka- 
hofic, needs organising by a 
strong, sensitive, posabiy 
tail, hopefully handsome and 
intefligent male, aged 18-50. 
1X5764 



alternative^ C? 1 

LIFESTY.lt 


FINDING ENJOYMENT 
Intelligent, independent lady, 
age unimportant, would 
enjoy being with farther-edu- 
cated. Intelligent, attractive, 
tall, sentimental politics mas- 
ter Student aged 34, 6'4". 

1X5858 

FUN. FRIENDSHIP, 
PARADISE 

Genuine, bisexual male, 
early 30s, 59', strong build, 
very good-looking, dark 
brown hair, brown eyes, 
enjoys watching the news, 
good movies, eating out. is 
seeking couples or singles, 
any size, very skinny or very 
plump, for good fun times. 

1X6044 

ALPHA BETA CURI CULUH 
Aural, bums and hips, 
Chekhov, dares, first-takes, 
girlishness, humour, ideas, 
faint kindness, love, lust and 
filerafare. sweet musto, 
Never-Never Land, open 
minds, passion, quiet 
respect submissive siren, 
truth, underground, volup- 
tuous. want, rtraorifinary, 
you. zest tor life. How 'bout 

you? 1X5917 

SWEET DREAMS 
Attractive and assertive 
male. 35. seeking an intelli- 
gent submissive female. 18- 
35. tor tun. friendship and 
true romance grata 
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Independent Hearts 


Independent Hearts 


(SIR 


k u ,hr0 


Recently featured on 

'HaictotaC 
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Club Sirius the Introduction Agency for the 
intelligent, articulate and well educated. 
10,000 members nation-wide must be right! 
Choose from our entire database before you 
decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holidays. 
Call for a Free Information Pack on 

0800 542 3000 

8:30am -10:30pm 7 days a week or write to 
FREEPOST 305 London EC1B I SY. 

Visit our Website http://www. cl ubsirius.com 


finding a 
partner for life 


Personal 


COULD YOU GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE? 

We are a young professional couple longing Fora 
child. The only way that we can have a baby is 
through egg donation. 

If you are a woman under 36 and would like to 
help us, please call nurse Jane on 0171 224 0707 
quoting reference number 11046. 

All reasonable expenses covered. Thank you. 


Chat Lines 


NOW ACROSS 
GREATER LONDON. 

Make a Dace is always your !ccal voice mail dating 
system. To meet someone living near you. call 

0660 615 615 now. 

Why wait; 



07002 DATELINE 

OgiZI.eSAhfagftiiMUnxaWB'iXI- 




08961 Ht 681 


male order 

NEW ' 

Gay guys s/r 
made to -r 
measure‘ 3 '. 
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EXPERT 24 HOUR READINGS 

WORLDS BEST 
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Clubland 

Small price. BIG result: 
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Dates For Non & Her 


Citv Dating 
0660-00.7Q.12 (SOMnin) 


London Dating 
0660-00.70-22 iSrkvmifo 


Women Call fire// 

0800-0.96.80.80 *0^* 


L3CPO Ben 24673 Lcntoi E29XJ 


Chat- Lines 


j/te. Pluu-up, Ca JA 

.^70 60 

WOMEN 



ON LINE 

IHSTAHT COHHUmONS Z4HRS 

0891 70 80 57 


ONLY 25P PER MIN 

BUSIEST & BEST 

im— 



Waiting 




life 


To advertise in this secti^T" 
please call 0171 293 2347 
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THE WEEKEND REVIEW 
The Independent 3 April 1999 
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MODERN MANNERS: YOUR CUT-OUT-AND -KEEP GUIDE TO SURVIVING THE MINEFIELD 



JtDear Serena, 

4 Do yon have any advice for me at this 
solemn time? 

William, Washington DC 

Nothing much, William dear; except for 
one of my dear; wise old granny’s 
adages. Playfully wagging her finger; 
she used to say; “Serena, dear; it always 
pays to know how to pronounce a 
country before you bomb it” 

Dear Serena, 

As usual, my husband insists on 
taking us all down to see his family in 
Cardiff over the weekend, so what 
with the motorways, we wGJ be 
spending at least 12 hours locked up. 
in the car with a nine-year-old and an 
eight-year-old. Have you any games 
we might play to pass the time? 

Mary, London 

Of course. I know how difficult it is to 
$thiw sticks for the young in confined 
* spaces, having recently spent a couple 
of hours on the train with a group of 
programme-developers when ah the 


loos were locked. Fortunately, there are 
plenty of games to hand now that all 
suburban pubs have been turned into 
Harvesters, which afford no runs at all 
for pub cricket, the main alternative is 
to play Pampas’, a game that involves 
every individual shouting out the word 
and pointing when they pass a patch of 
Pampas grass. A responsible adult - 
possibly yourself - should keep score. 
Combined with Dish!, this can produce 
hours of fun. Alternatives include 
Gallagher, where people compete to 
come up with the most imaginative 
interpretation of words that consist of a 
lead letter and end letter linked by a 
row of asterisks (this is known in some 
families as Tabloid). Or you could try 
Rock Star; Politician or Businessman, a 
more sophisticated version of Animal, 
'Vegetable or Mineral; you'll be 
surprised by how much the little dears 
wQl have already picked up about 
current affairs. Try also “Brightman”, in 
which contestants take it in turns to 
sing Lloyd Webber songs in the mann er 
of a scalded cat “Draughts" involves 
opening the window at high speed and 


seeing how many bits of 
paper fly out; in bank 
holiday traffic you 
will have little 
opportunity to play 
this more than once 
or twice for five 
minutes at a time. Or 
play Monopoly, in which 
contestants take it in turns 
to start with the line “I hate 
[insert name of Global 
corporation, eg Microsoft, or 
business figure, eg Bill Gates] 
because...” and compete to 
come up with the most 
extreme libeL If all else 
fails, prime your husband, 
on a given signal, to say 
“Darling, what did you 
do with those Boyzone 
Easter eggs?” to which 
you can reply “They’re 
somewhere in the 
luggage in the boot”. A 
riotous game of 
Scrabble should 
quickly break out 




Dear Serena, 

Ticket sales to my stately 
home have plummeted 
this year. Can you 
suggest any methods by 
which 1 could boost 
them? 

Charlie, North ants 


Yes. Tty giving the money to 
charity this time. 

Dear Serena, 

I can’t decide: should I have my 
belly-button pierced or not? 

Tbra, Lymington 

Not, Tara. The ’habit's already 
old-hat enough to have 
made it into fast-food 
advertising; and think 
how embarrassed you'll 
be this time next year 
to look like an All Saint 


Dear Serena, 

On the subject of stag 
nights, I would dearly 


love to have one, but my fiancee, a 
lecturer in gender politics, is 
strenuously objecting to the idea. 
What do yon suggest? 

Dan, Islington 

Your fiancee's job is interfering with her 
home life, some thing to which women 
have objected loudly about men for 
generations. While I agree that large 
groups of baying men are at best a 
nuisance and at worst threatening to 
women, it is also better that men get to 
exercise the lycanthropic side of their 
personalities under controlled 
circumstances in places designed to 
cope with them, than that the same 
traits come bursting out unexpectedly 
at home. Tell your fiancee that you 
believe in honesty in. relationships, and 
that you would rather have a stag night 
with her knowledge than conduct it in 
secret She may not like it but if she 
expects to live life in liberty, she should 
be prepared to offer liberty to her 
partner. And besides, I suspect that 
your fiancCe may not be as rigid in her 
values as you think; marriage being 


traditionally regarded by the gender 
lobbies as a means of subordination of 
women (which is also why the Iron 
Johns are so fervently in favour of it), 
she's already slipped quite drastically 
by opting for the old rings-and-flowers 
option in the first place. 

Dear Serena, 

Any quick-fire tests to see if I'm fit to 
handle the lawnmower after an 
afternoon down the pub? 

Bruce, Milton Keynes 

If you can say “Seven slit sheets slit by 
slippery Sam the professional sheet- 
slitter” seven times in rapid succession, 
you're probably OK. A quicker version is 
u Asif ’s office", though no one has been 
known to do this one more than four 
times without hesitation, however sober 

Knotty problems with the world today? 
Write to Dear Serena, The 
Independent, 18 th Floor, l Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 
SDL, where they will be dealt with with 
the customary sympathy. 
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ARIES 

IT'S NOT fair that your astrology should be 
underperforming during your birth sign. But the 
engine isn't r unning smoothly at afi. Misfiring 
cylinders are causing a nuisance - noise and 
pollution don’t make you popular. You think 
you’re doing one thing but you're actually up to 
something very different, whether or not you 
want it to be so. Your lovers may be turning into 
Mends but only because you won’t blow their 
coals. You can easily keep passion alive. 


TAURUS 

YOUR EROTIC ambitions are overtaken bya new 
abilifyto conjure 14 ) the demons - nudity desire, 
perverse experimentation - in the most 
respectable people. You approach your victims 
from an. unexpected angle which allows you to 
conquer their most impregnable positions (their 
guns are all faring the wrong way). Your 
intuitions are accurate and your seductive 
powers unprecedented If anfyyou had practice 
you’d know where to put your hands. 


GEMINI 


MERCURY CELEBRATES its return fo normality 

by chumming up to Jupiter twice, and going 
sextilewithAfaaus.TS)urwedcwfilbea satisfying 
mix of sweet music, celestial high-mindedness 
andfilthybehaviourlt’saltimbaudthing.alust 
for experience, a passion to transcend your nor- 
mal boundaries Gf in any way your boundaries 
can tesafo to be normal) and turn the trash of 
life into art Or at least into money. SiDy poetic 
abilities will surface (suppress them). 


Cancer 

THE CRUELLEST month is living up to its 
reputation with desire stirring and the pain of 
new shooto pushing through. Ybu can train these 
things after they’ve grown, but you can only stop 
them growing altogether by yet more pain 
(bleach, weedkiller; poison). Remember; the new 
shoots are coming off old rootstock. You think 
you need a holiday, but you have to take your- 
self with you so what’s the point? Desire and pain 
are a double helix, but essential to life. 



POPPY FOLLY 


YOUR STARS: IT COULD HAPPEN 


B uddha was bom this week. In this secular 
age he is mostly known for being The One 
Who Makes Brando Look Not-Fbt. And 
this is harder than it sounds, for in 
Brando's last role (in The Island of Dr 
Moreau) he played the island. 

There is a certain amount of poetry in this sign, 
but none of it very useful, now that coupling doesn’t 
require rhyming couplets. Look, we have Algernon 
Swinburne, that most E ng lish of Pre-Raphaelite 
writers (“Smack me. spank me, oolooloo!/Whip my 
big bare bottom with your savage b amb oo!"), we 
have William Wordsworth (“And on the path there 
was a puddle six foot wide by three feet long and up 
to four inches deep.") 

And finally, Arian Richard n. who uttered that 
plangent anachronism: "For God’s sake let us sit 
upon the ground and tell sad stories of the death of 
kings/ Or then again, let's get burgers, I’ll have mine 
without those awful gherkins.” 



Leo 


NORMALLY YOU are as predictable as a game 
of tick-tack-toe, but out of nowhere comes an abil- 
ity to astonish (you are as surprised as anyone). 
Your mind crackles with ideas - this may ad- 
versely affect vour hair and will certainly annoy 
your spouse. The money-making ideas are par- 
ticulariy irritating. But you'll be better in bed than 
usual and this may cause suspicion. An oppor- 
tunity for making more money than you deserve 
is clearly a mistake, no wonder you jump at it. 



Virgo 


YOUR natural sense of superiority will be 
enlivened in the nicest possible way. Even 
when you nag, your voice wiQ be as music to your 
victims' ears. Teachers and politicians will find 
unimaginable popularity, and recognition will be 
welcome (except in massage parlours'. Travel 
is a good idea, especially for those seeking ever- 
higher education. If you establish a philosoph- 
ical position which indudes the bedposts you will 
bring pleasure and happiness to your partner. 



Several Americans were born this week: Kitty 
Kelley, who failed to sleep with the only properly 
heterosexual member of the royal family, and Gerald 
Fbrd's wife Betty, who couldn't walk and drink rum at 
the same time. 

Several other pointless foreigners feature: Helmut 
Kohl, who reunited Germany (it really didn't need it). 
Harold Edgerton, who invented the strobe (but 
why?), and Colin Powell, whose inventiveness was 
totally exhausted by finding a new way of 
pronouncing Colin. 

However there is also Anthony Fokfcer, the Dutch- 
bora American aeroplane manufacturer whose 
nomenclature has delighted generations of dirty- 
minded schoolboys. 

We can close with one-shot David Frost and Ravi 
Shankar - both the source of a single addition to our 
cultural heritage. Frost was called “the Bubonic 
Plagiarist” by Jonathan Miller, and Ravi Shankar is 
Australian rhyming slang for a sitar player. 




LIBRA 



SO YOUR slapper tendency may be getting out 
of hand again, with Uranus giving you ideas (you 
don’t need ideas, you need follow-through). \bu 
persistently confuse friendship with love, and 
this causes you to jump the tracks and go off the 
rails. Your social instincts are enflamed, you'll 
want to sleep with everyone, and so sweetly does 
Mercury interface with Venus that your wishes 
have every chance of being fulfilled. Are you 
really sure this is what you want? 


SCORPIO 

THERE’S A drag-anchor that keeps pulling you 
back strain as you will you cannot make the 
progress that needs to be made. Others over- 
take you. or take your air But only very few will 
get away completely: your disability will not last 
forever, and when you manage to cut free you 
will move with a frightening speed. In the 
meantime, you need excitement, you need 
exercise. Fire a fool. Make someone get naked. 
Write a sonnet. Dream on. 


¥ 




SAGITTARIUS 

YOUR MIND broadens so much that you mi gh t 
not see the point of things. However, this will not 
stop you discoursing freely. Your verbal abilities 
will be so strong that those dose to you wfll long 
to stop your mouth, and this may lead to some 
unusual encounters with very hungry partners. 
After a minor slump in the middle of the week, 
the cycle will start again, but this time with added 
rinse. Your unfortunate body may just become 
the object of comedy. 


Capricorn 

HONESTLY pm doing my best but there’s no 
ignoring facts. Your rulin g planet is square with 
Neptune and your pit opens up. All mann er of 
darkness, desire and death wish is released into 
the world and takes you in its coils. This isn't 
unfamiliar or unpleasant, funnily enough - at 
least you feel you’re on your own ground. 
Drugs may present a danger (you're well stoked 
up already). Beware dabbling in psychic exer- 
cises: your astral body is already bulimic. 


Aquarius 

YOU FEEL you’re getting away with murder; 
slaughter even, and with these planets, it’s no 
wonder. Your ruler Uranus is agitating up 
against Venus, and then goes sextile with the 
Sun. Not only do you have the firotteur’s ability 
to meet new people you have an almost fascist 
ability to make them do what you want You'll 
be needing that, because the ideas you now want 
to put into practice with your partner are 
illegal in many states of America. 


Pisces 


NOW YOUR unconscious turns in its sleep and 
releases a flock of black thoughts. You’re 
tempted to succumb to the morbid fears that 
wake you up before dawn. Your ruling planet is 
square with Saturn and your susceptibility to 
mental illness is monstrously enhanced. Keep 
a grip on your bedpost Your carers suggest 
you're suffering from an inferiority complex 
(they don’t see that it's not a neurotic condition 
but a sober appraisal of the facts). 
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Classic Cartoons 

Martin plimmer on 
Captain Bruce Bairnsfather 
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Modern Topography: ‘Well, you see, here’s the 
church and there's the post-office’ 


WHILE ENDURING First World 
War bombs. Captain Bruce 
Bairnsfather possessed hand 
and resolve steady enough to 
send cartoons home to 
Bystander magazine 
These “Fragments from 
France” are. darky ironic; but 
not bitten Bairnsfather drew 
bombs like fat, levitating ^ 
lipsticks, pausing in midair 

just long enough for their 
victims to utter a punch-line, 
an act of grace not normally 
associated with munitions. . 
There was nothing else 
cosmetic about them. Unlike ■ 


today’s missiles, designed to 
take out black spots, tearing 
beauty to flourish, they blasted 
everything. 

Bairnsfather was criticised 
in Parliament for depicting 
British soldiers as grumpy, sad 
and cynical, but his work was 
eventually credited as a 
morale-booster. 

"The war has become the 
normal business of every 
man’s life" wrote a Bystander 
editor, introducing a 1916 
Bairnsfather collection. “He 
has little to laug h at But still 
he laughs.” 


WE USED to be visited by an 
amiable fellow called George. 
“Here I am in the Inner 
Sanctoriumi” he would proclaim 
malaprop isti caily on entering 
our fiat Later; in the course of a 
political diatribe, he would 
thump the table and intone: “I 
stand by what I say, right or 
wrong!” Being a problem-solver 
and logical thinker; I would fall 
about lau ghing at this self- 
contradiction and his inability to 
see how ludicrous it was. 

But the same sort of self- 
contra dietary illogic lies at the 
heart of Nato’s Kosovan cock-up. 
Its repeated and avowed aim has 
been to protect the Albanian 
Kosovars by reducing 
Milosevic's ability to pursue 
pthnir Hpansing . Blit bombing, 
as predicted, has produced the 
opposite. Support for Milosevic 
has soared among moderate 
Serbs. Ethnic cleansing has 
accelerated, atrocities worsened 
and the huge efflux of refugees 
risks destabilising the region. 
Nato, like a GP with no idea what 
is wrong with the patient, 
prescribes more of the same 
medicine. 

It is, of course, un-PC to say 
this. Alex Salmond was savaged 
by Clare Short for saying what 
afi people of sense spotted from 
the outset He must be the toast 
of Belgrade, sniped Robin Cook 
No, Robin. If there’s a toast of 
Belgrade, it is Nate's naivety. 

Nato Supreme Commander 
General Wesley Clark himself 
asserts that you can’t stop 
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paramilitary operations from the 
air. So how does this square with 
protecting the Albanian 
Kosovars? Illogical Captain, 1 
mean General Dottier still is the 
polarised rhetoric. You are for us 
or against us. Not so. Can’t I be 
for you but against your policy? 
Bombing is the only alternative 
to doing nothing, says Blair. 
That’s only because Clinton 
rules out ground troops in a just 
cause, presumably thanks to all 
those bad American experiences 
of intervention in unjust causes. 
Blame Milosevic, not Nato, says 
the Government. As if Milosevic 
being the root of this evil frees 
Nato from the responsibility of 
choosing a rational policy. 

The upshot of all this binaiy 
illogic, this “black or while" 
thinking, this either/orishness is . 
a humanitarian disaster. 


Baroness Waraock remarked 
that no civilised government 
could have foreseen the scale of 
the refugee crisis. Short on 
plans, short on imagination. 

Even dottier is Short on why 
preparation for the refugees 
lagged so far behind 
preparations fbr bombing. To 
prepare in advance, she 
explained, would have been 
complicity. As a logical thinker, 
you could fall about laughing at 
the ludicrousness of all this self- 
contradiction if its consequences 
weren't so tragic. 

Oh, and Happy Easter. 

Answer lo last week's puzzle 
Colour the cubelets alternately 
black and white as shown. There 
are 14 black and 13 white. So 
you must start and end at a 
corner or face centre. 

POINTS TO PONDER 
1 A fly alights at one corner of a 
sugar cube measuring lein X 
lem X lem and proceeds to 
walk, confining herself to the 
edges. How far can she walk 
without retracing any segment 
of her path? Prove it! 

2. A couple have four children. If 
boys and girls are equally 
probable, are there more likely 
to be three girls and a boy or 
two girls and two boys? 

3. Rearrange the letters of 
TYPE A PHRASE to make an 
apposite message. 

Comments to: 

indy a 1 puzzlemaster.co.uk 


Backgammon 


CHRIS BRAY 



I RECENTLY had this position 
at the Double Fives. After my 
opponents had fanned 
(parlance for failing to enter 
from the bar), I doubled. All 
three opponents, fearing the 
loss of a gammon, passed, and 
we went on to the next game. 

Let’s analyse the position. 
There are three main variants: 

• I have 20 rolls that make my 
three-point and, if white fans 
again, I have definitely lost ray 
market as white will pass. 

• If I make the three-point 
and white enters, what then? I 
still have to escape two men 
from behind white’s four-point 
prime and at the same time 
contain the white man on my 
one-point. Fm still the 
favourite to win the game but 
not a big favourite. 


• I have 16 rolls that fail to 
make my three-point If that 
happens I could be in big 
trouble very quickly, especially 
if white hits my blot 
In all variations I must still 
extract those back from white’s 
home board. One mistimed set 
of double threes or fours and I 
could self-destruct 
All in all there are not 
enough threats and too much 
could quickly go wrong to justify 
doubling this position. Should I 
have waited to make my three- 
point before doubling? 

Absolutely not! I thought all 
three opponents would drop 
and I was right. Knowing your 
opponents is a vital element in 
backgammon, perhaps more 
important than calculating 
percentages. 
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BBC1 BBC2 ITVLWT Channel 4 Channel 5 


7.50 BSatch of the Day (83T1549). M5 
News; Weather (3456891). 9J0 
Football Mifflonairss (9212278). 10.00 
A Joyful Eastertide (29370023) 

11.40 CountryFBe (9484617). 12.10 
News (95Z7T00) 1245 Streets Apart 
(3297549). 1.00 EastEnders 
Omnibus (94314278). 

2.40 Sunday Grandstand. Sue Barker 
Introduces Eve coverage of the Davis 
Cup tennis and highlights of the 
second semi-final, Wasps vs 
Gloucester, in rugby unionh Tetley 
Bitter Cup. Tennis: Great Britain vs 
USA, the singles matches conclude 
today. Commentary by John Barrett, 
Mark Cox. Chris Bailey, Peter Fleming 
and David Mercer. Rugby union: brief 
highlights of Wasps vs Gloucester 
. from Loftus Road. Commentary by 
ftigef Starmer- Smith (S) (56490617). 


745 Postman Pat (6523810). GOT 
Fbilow that Bunny (4678433). &45 
Monster Easter (605549) 945 inch- 
rtgh Private Eye (S) (7318487) 9.40 
No Sweat (8968433) 1005 Fkn: 
Balanced Particle Freeway (39148742). 
tUO The Man Who Jumped to 
Earth (2091013) 12J20 Top Gear Take 
2 (S) (9512278) 12.30 Golf -the 
Masters (22706T7) L2S Sunday 
Grandstand (S) (93875636) 1OT 
Rugby Union @0669) 2X0 Davis 
Cup Tennis (7198384) 2L40 FSm: 
Mustang Country (1460346) 3455 
Seven Canticles of St Rands 
(7407013) G50 Animal Zone 
(3530742) 5X0 Watch Out Spring 
(6749079) 

5.35 The Natwal World. The second 
of two documentary films looking at 
the wldTHe of Iran (S) (T) (802013) 


645 In tha Foo tsteps of Bruce 

CfHrtwfn. In the conduefirtg part of 
two programmes marking the 10th 
anniversary of writer Bruce Chatwin’s 
death, his biographer, frfichoias 
Shakespeare, continues fas journey 
through Chatwtoto life (S) (146094) 


GOO GMTV (84425452) 7.50 Diggit 
(83601810) 9J25 Hey Arnold! 
(7238297) 950 Power Rangers in 
Spare (8975723). 10.20 Oggy and 
the Cockroaches (7524100) 10.30 
Easter Glory (65407) 1)30 The 
Rock That Doesn't Roll (8988) 124)0 
Who Is This Jesus? (67810). 12.30 
Crosstab (92094) 1.00 News; 
Weather (38453655) 1.10 Voyage to 
Antarctica (2506181) 24)0 
Generations (35201520) 2.10 Fashion 
Tribute: Vivienne Westwood 
(51838452) 2OT Murder, She Wrote 
(S) (7837013). 330 Film: Journey to 
the Centre of the Earth (S) (169592) 

5J20 Big Screen (T) (2539891) 


550 London Weekend Tonight (T) 

@89487) 

645 ITV News] Weather (T) (616365). 

6.30 Michael Barrymore's My Kind 
of Music. Mchael Barrymore hosts 
the entertainment show in which 
competitors get the chance to 
perform - as wed as show off their 
musical knowledge (S) (T) (92907) 


6.30 The Clangers (9920384). 6.40 
Bagpuss (7535162). 74)0 Sesame 
Street (81549). 7.30 Bug Alert! 
(8293013) 7.55 Insektors (8534926) 
8.15 Saved by the Befl - the New 
O ass (4673988) 8.40 City Guys 
(9407655) 9.10 Cat dog (8648029) 
9.45 Planet Pop (7707*87) 10.00 
The Waltons (99568) ILOO Hoflyoaks 
(1749568) 12.10 Dawson’s Creek 
(13504331. 140 Doors to Manual 
(2578029) 1.45 Football ItaBa 
(9708907) 2X5 The Magical Making 
of -Merfin' (6570758) 3 .20 Hampton 
Court Palace (6135839) 


4J0 MUfif On Moonlight Bay (Roy 
Del Ruth 1951 US) Musical comedy 
starring Doris Day and Gordon 


74)0 Dappledown Farm 

7J30 Mfikshakef (2847487) 7.35 
Wimzieb House (4198100) S4X> From 
Jesus to Christ (2022623) 9-00 
Slickin' Around (8991384) 9-30 
NBkbar (6683443) 104)0 Mrror, 
Mirror (4263452) t LOO USA High 
(1100433) TL30 Singed Out 
(1101162) 12X0 My Story (48597365) 
12425 tnskfe Out Special (48590452) 
12.55 Anything's Posstole 
(68185029) 140 5 News (2K62915) 
1.20 Frostrup on Sunday (3TJ04094) 
U50 Movie Chart Show (36084549) 
2420 Exclusive (6726297) 340 
Family Affairs Omnibus (82764641) 
5J25 5 News and Sport (59398100) 

5.30 Elephant Kingdom (6Z7B384) 


UO KH;[ill>j=i Merlin. New, two-part 
drama starring Sam NeiL Isabella 
Rossefini, Miranda Richardson and 
Helena Bonham Carter. See Drama of 
the Day, below (T) (91049162) 


64)0 Legends; Harrison Ford. 

Documentary charting the career of 
the reclusive Hollywood fftm star: 
Martin Sheen, Anne Heche and the. 
cSrector Philip Noyce are happy to . 
help out, wh9e Ford can be seen 
later thus evening in Blade Runner - 
(6007907) 


7425 Songs of Praise. John Netties, 
and Kevin Whatefy join Pam Rhodes 
and the Coventry Chorale in tefing 
the Easter story (S) (T) (375711) 


7.25 Steptoe and Son. Harold plans a 
sking holiday (R) (892623) 


740 Coronation Street. Leanne 

makes a decision about the baby (S) 
(T) (891) 


8-00 KmUJlW-B Tiger: the Wildlife 
Special. Documentary tolTowfng a 
tigress and her three cubs as they 
struggle to survive ii Kan ha National 
Park in India. See Nature Programme 
of the Day, below (S) (1) (817926) 

84J0 News; Weather (T) (467988) 


94)5 


CHOICE 


Forrest Gump 

(Robert Zemeckis 1994 US) Tom 
Hanks' simple man experiences three 
decades of American history. See 


Him of the Day, below (S) (T) 
(60355029) 


tl-20 Harbour Lights (S) (T) (356146) 
124)5 The Sky at Night (5553376) 

12^5 The River Rat (Tom 

Rickman 1984 US) Tommy Lee 
Jones returns after serving 13 years 
in jail for a murder he didn't commit, 
and bonds with Us daughter (Then 
Weather) (S) (1641037) To 2am. 


BdOO Lindbergh. Stacy Keach narrates 
this documentary about the 
controversial fife of pre-war aviation 
legend Charies Umfoergh - a national 
hero, but also a right-wing bigot who 
flirted with Nazism (S) (8617) 

9.00 Red Dwarf VBL Pete the Sparrow 
is turned into a tyrannosaurus rex (S) 
01(3297) 


9.30 If I Ruled the World. Guests are 
Andy Hamilton and John Sergeant 
(R) (S) (7) (65704) 


104)0 1 3 Ill'll JFK (Oflver Stone 1991 
US) Oliver Slones powerful and 
controversial recreation of the 1963 
Kennedy assassination in Dallas and 
its aftermath, focusing on the 
Invest i gations of New Orleans District 
Attorney Jm Garrison (played by 
Kevin Costner) Itfe that multiple 
gunman theory again, with Gary 
Oldman as Lee Harvey Oswald, Sissy 
Spacek and Joe Pesd (853617) 


1X0 Outer Limits (R) (3018292) 


24M) BBC Learning Zone; Exam 
Revision: GCSE Brtesize Revision: 
Science 2 - Biology (T) (64872). 
4.00 Languages: Esparia Viva 9 & 
10 (22018) To 5am. 


84K) Nancherrow. 1/2. First of a 
luscious two-part adaptation of 
Rosamunde Plcherfe sequel to 
Coming Home, and with a stetar 
cast that includes Joanna Lumley, 
Patrick Macnee, Susan Hampshire 
and Robert Hardy. The story opens 
in the hungry postwar years, when 
the eponymous Cornish seat is 
inherited by the family's headstrong 
daughter. Now read on... (Sj (7) 
(2487) 


104)0 South Bank Show SpeciaL 

Legendary country stoger Dolly 
Parton goes back to her childhood 
home in Tennessee, where she tells 
Metvyn Bragg about her upbringing, 
and her subsequent career (S) (T) 
(8094) 


114)0 ITV Nows; Weather (T) (858810) 

tM5 iandi'M Straight Talk (Barnet 
Kalman 1992 US) Enjoyable 
romantic comedy starring Dolly 
Parton and James Woods (264723) 


12X5 ■JIW HeN Hath No Fury 

(Thomas J Wright 1990 US) Thriller 
starring Barbara Eden and Loretta 
Swit (S) (T) (711292) To 240am. 


84)0 Viking Saga. Continuing this 
documentary about the poor, 
misunderstood Vikings (not head- 
bashers at all, but cultured and 
civilised) examining evidence that the 
modem state of Russia was, in fact, 
founded by a VBang trite (T) (6013) 

94)0 Shanghai Vice. In the final part of 
Phil Agland's stunning series about 
the Shanghai police, the economy 
takes a down turn and a wealthy 
businessman^ son is kidnapped (S) 
(T) (3549) 


04)0 ldllfil Reservoir Dogs (Quentin 
Tarantino 1991 US) Tarantino's fresh 
and influential debut is a neatly 




meeting after a heist goes horribly 
wrong. With Harvey Keitel, Tim Roth 
and Michael Madsen (T) (764013) 


1L55 The 11 O'clock Show (6TI471) 


1ZL40 


BaHrii city on Fire (Ringo Lam 
1987 HK) Lam's deft and violent 


Hong Kong crime thriller which 
inspired Reservoir Dogs. With Chow 
Yun-Fiat (S) (552476) 


2L40 Ulifll Payroll (Sidney Hayers 
1962 US) And another crime drama 
(107037) To 430am. 


7.30 5 News and Sport (S) (T) 

(6253433) 


8.00 Hercules and the Lost 

Kingdom (Kirk Baltz 1394 US) 
Hercules, the mortal son of Zeus, 
journeys to a distant land that iff Wed 
with danger (T) (55095100) - 


94*0 


FILM 


Blade Runner - the 


Director's Cut (Ridley Scott 1992 
US) Poor previews prompted studio 
execs to 'revise" Scotti thoughtful,- 
seminal sci-fi movie, which has now; 


been restored to its original form. • 
Harrison Ford plays anLA cop in 
2019 sent to ktt a group of renegade 
replicants - geneti cally engineered . 
slaves - led by Rutger Hauer. The 
resulting carnage forces all those 
involved to question their humanity 
(34276075) 


H.50 The Comedy Network (6116161) 
12.20 Major League Baseball Live 
(S) (48593563) 4.40 You Again? 
(94651360) 5.05 Move On Up 
(5222M8S) 5430 Dragon's Tale 
(6063563) To 6am. 


NATURE PROGRAMME 
OF THE PAY 

TIGER - THE WGJDUFE SPECIAL (8pm 

BBC i right) The first of three outstanding 
films in a short season about the tigec 
The programmes aren't just concerned 
with capturing the creatures themselves, 
but also about putting their dwindling 
numbers in the context of their 
environment - and that of trappers and 
the mi ll i o n s of other dirt-poor humans who 
could find a use for their forest habitat 



Drama of 

THE DAY 


RKRLM (610pm C4, right) Sumptuous 
drama (showing in two parts, concluding 
tomorrow) based on the various legends 
about the wizard of the Dark Ages. Sam 
Nefll plays the grown-up Merlin, and he's 
joined by Isabella Rossellini, Miranda 
Richardson, Helena Bonham Carter; 
Rutger Hauer and Sir John Gielgud, who 
utters two lines before being beheaded. 
The tea-time slot is about right 




FORREST GIMP (905pm BBC! right) 

Capraesque without that director’s 
ambiguity, this is a film for everyone - and 
it sure cleaned up at the box office (and at 
the Oscars). Tom Hanks's warm-hearted 
simpleton makes his way through three 
decades of America’s recent history, with 
eleven Zetig-like inserts placing him 
with JFK, Neil Armstrong and so on. The 
message is vague. Ignorance is bliss? 



ITV/Regions 


Anglia 

AS CWT I 


As OUT except: t2XO Angfia 

and Gkxfa (SaSl^OOjugs ^iny 

- AJf-American Hero(2723)3.30 
Murder, She Wrote (7482704)4^5 
Fitorr Spies Lice Us (17503723) 
^ J g^NewsP09l^li5S 
FSm: Hel Hath No ftnrCMM 
2435 Jerry Springer (*662230) 
3J2D QUD@vb»cin 0468018) 44)5 
Cybernet (23038719) 4L3G 
Soutotrex (WMJ^7)4««f^ 

Coronation Street (12211) 

Central 

As LWT except: 12-30 Ufaina 
(76163655) 12OT NhwhIi 

' 1235 Central News 

24K) Wbrid of Wonder 

^ 245 Murder, She Wrote 

(8023094) 340 Fftm: The Caine 
Mutiny (77098810) GOT Anfrnal 
SOS (2538162) G55 LHelne 
(T7T704) 64)0 Central News 
(811810) 440 Jobfinder (7330940) 
HTV Wales 

As LWT except: 124)0 Who Is 
This Jesus? (5586641) 12425 
Waterfront (3887618). 124i5 HTV 
News (11888568) 2X0 Murder, S he 
wrote (1366704) 2X0 Fflm: The 
Trouble with Harry (69502538) 

4v40 "rite Front RCW (7821320) 

540 Soccer Sunday (232013) 640 
HTV News and Weather (432452) 
12455 - 54M) As Angfia. 

HTV West 

As HTV Wales except: 12X5 
Life and Soul (3887618) 2X0 Hope 
and Gloria (9948) 2OT Fast Care 
034988) 3430 Fftri: Carry On Jack 
(491487) 540 Getaways (5794592) 
5410 West Match Plus (232013) 
Meridian 

As LWT except; 12X0 7 Days 
(3605520) 12450 Meridian News 
(76149075)24)0 Getaways (99481 
2X0 Murder, She Wrote (7838742). 
3X5 Cartoon (5031297) 3OT Fkn: 
That Dam Cafl (T7865094) 5^5 
Meridian Tonight (583988) 12OT - 
54)0 As Anglia. 5.00 Freescreen 
( 12211 ) 

Westcountry 

As LWT except: 10X0 

Westcountry Update (3676100) 
10450 Wtestcoiirtry Fayre 
(8909433) 114)0 Easter Glory 
(3487) 12410 Westcountry 
Weekend Match (92094) 2X0 
Power Game (9948) 2430 Murder, 
She Wrote (7838742) 325 
Cartoons (6050162) 340 FBm: The 
Caine Mutiny (69869100) GOO 
Westcountry Goals Extra 
6X5 Westcountry News ( 

1235 FBm: Hell Hate No ! 

(341582) 2^5 The Jerry Springer 
Show (4682230) 3420 Ctub@Vteion 
(1468018) 44)5 Cybernet 
(23038719) 4430 • 54K) As Angia. 

Yorkshire 

As LWT except: 12OT A Brush 
with Asltiay (92094) 24)0 Calendar 
News and Weateer (89336100) 

2X5 Generations (88361471) 220 
Fashion Tribute: VMerme Westwood 
(51825988) 2X0 FBm: Carry On 
Abroad (50231926) 4J30 
Coronation Street (88723) 5.30 
Calendar News (104891) 5-45 
Goals on Sunday (583988) 12.55 
Cybernet (2475056) 125 FBm: Raja 
Kj Aayegl Baaraat (65847209)44215 
jobfinder (9154563) 

Tyne Tees 

As Yorkshire except: 12X0 

Uewsweak (92094) 2X0 North 
Zast News (89338100) SOT North 
East News and Sport (104891) 

!L45 Cafe Sport (583988) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 12X0 

Gogs (74211297) 1240 Rownd a 
Ftownd: Omribws (89991605) ■ 
12X0 Ffei (13009297) 12X5 Gol 
S7834704) 140 Takabout Welsh 
(98879891) 24)0 Flemtio 
. 235 Brcwkskte 

... 44)0 Escape to River 

ttage (99533907) 4410 Pam R 
w? (99522891) 5X0 Newyddon 
173907) 54)5 Oedfa) Pasg 
499617) 5-35 Pobol y Cwm 
568467) 7JO Botwm 4 
523520) 84M) Dechrau Canu 
terau Canmol (41900988) 830 
(ris Oteorts (89112433) 94)5 TaJr 
waer (54122549) 104)5 
eytitSon (79796384) 10.20 
m (98479568) 12420 Biography 
ing Arthu’ (86194766). 12^5 


Radio 1 

(97j6-998MHz FM ) 

6.30 Kevte Grecring. 
104)0 Mark Gooderh 
Radio 1 Request Show 
LOO Jamie Theakston. 
34)0 Top of the Pops. 
44X) The Official UK 
1bp4a 74)0 Ratio 11s 
Dance Anthems with 
Dave Pearce 104)0 
Trevor Nelson 12X0 
Cfive Warren. 54)0 - 
94H) Kevin Greening. 
Radio 2 
(88-902MHZ FM ) 

7.00 Don Madean. 94)5 
Steve Wrights Sunday 
Lovs Songs. tf4)0 
Parkinsons Sunday 
Supplement LOO 
Desmond Carrington. 
34K) Russel Davies. 
44K) Fred Astaire: Step 
by Step. 4L30 Sing 
Something Simple. 54)0 
Pam Ayres. 74H) Hugh 
Scully. 8L00 Easter 
Gkxy. 94H) Alan Keith 
104)0 Malcolm Laycock. 
TLOO The David Jacobs 
Cofiectioa 12X0 Mo 
Dutta. 34)0 - 44)0 Alex 
Lester. 

Radio 3 

(9&2 -92.4MHz FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

94H) Brian KayS Sunday 
Morning. 

1L00 Artist of the Week 
Encore. 

1215 Music Matters. 
LOO The RacSo 3 
Lunchtime Concert 
2415 Glorious Join 
4X0 100 Great Singera 
445 Centurions. 

4430 The Year. 

545 Sunday Feature: 
Settling the Score. 

6430 Private Passions. 
7J3Q Sunday Play: 
Fugitive Pieces. 

Anne MichaBlsb award- 
winning story of love, 
axfe. concealment and 
loss, and the damage 
inflicted by the Holocaust 
on the Ives of two 
survivors. With Timothy 
Ackroyd, John Hug, Dee 
Hart and Ray Singer. 
Adapted and drected by 

S r Eisgood. 

Chew Works. For 
many people, "Messiah - 
is one of the sounds of 


Christmas time, yet Han- 
del orlgkiafly composed 
It for performance duing 
Holy Week. Brian Kay 
introduces a recordng of 
a recent performance in 
By Cathedral of this 
most famous of 
oratorios. Linda Russel 
(soprano), Jean Rigby 
(mezzo) Thomas Randle 
(tenor) David Wison- 
Johnson (baritone) BBC 
Singers, Britten Snfo- 
nWrediolas Cleobury. 
tL30 BBC Symphony 
Orchestra. 

LOG - 6.00 Through 
the MghL 

Radio 4 

t!oo News Briefir^. 

64)5 Something 
Understood 
635 Sunrise Service 
5X7 WPather. 

7X0 News. 

74)5 Sunday Papers. 
740 Sunday. 

7.55 Rado 4 AppeaL 
BXO News. 

84)5 Sunday Papers. 
84)7 Easter Morning 
Service 
9.00 News: 

Broadcasting Hojsa 
945 Letter from 
America 

104K) The Archers 
1U5 Desert Island 
Discs 

12X0 News; Quote, 


Unquote. 

1230 Si 


Sentimental 


12X0 
LOO The Vtforid This 
Weekend. 

L30AI tee Rags 
2X0 News; Gardeners’ 
Question Time 
3X0 News; Classic 
Serial: Vffletta 
44)0 News; Bookclub. 
430 Adventures In 
Poetry. 

5X0 News, Face the 
Facta 

5.40 A Mathematician 
Reads the 
5X4 Shipping 
SJS7 weather. 

64)0 Six OCtoCk News 
845 Pick of the Week. 

7X0 News: The Archers 
715 The _ 

Snattteers Guests from 


around the world 
observe, parody and 
cissect topica! British 
stories from foreign 
perspectives Presented 
by David Aaronovitch. 
8X0 News: The Irish 
Play. By Michael Butt. 
Along forgotten English 
playwright cashes in on 
the vogue for Irish drama 
by resetting his old 
Essex plays in Kerry. 

With FredcSe Jones and 
Diie Keane. Director 
Peter Kavanagh. (R) 

8430 hfice WOrk. Afeon 
Mitehefl presents the 
series that helps you find 
new work opportunities 
and explores the issues 


that change and shape 
your working life. 

9X0 News; The i 


Game Hrnter. The i 
ing and Breaking of 
Ralph IshanT. A2 was a 
secret network set up in 
1919 to spy on British 
troops Ralph Isham's 
Incompetent spies 
helped create tee myth 
of potential Bolshevik 
rsvofajtion in the British 
Army. Isham ended up a 
bankrupt collector of 
nates written by the jour- 
nafist and saietMe of 
Samuel Johnson - 
BosweL Presented by 
JuSan Putkowski (R) 
SLOT Analysis. Mark 
Leonard, director of the 
Foreign Poficy Centre, 
asks rF Britain needs new 
potoes to be effective in 

the new global vtBage. 

104)0 News; 

The W e stminst er Hour. 
Andrew Rawnsley pre- 
sents the pofitical head- 
fines of the next week, 
Eve from We s tm ins ter. 
Inducing at 1045 Joining 
tee CUx Four pro- . 
grammes ecpkxing the 
experiences of Northern 


expenei 

Ireland 


MPs at Westmin- 
ster. 4: The Lords. 

ILOO News; A Good 
Read. Sarah LeFanu and 
guests, popular children's 
writer and iflustrafor 


Hughes, and 
i- winning poet Ken 
Smith, cfiscuss their 
favourite paperbacks. 
HOT Something 
Understood. On Easter 
Day, Mark Tufly explores 
the power and responsi- 
bly of those who bear 
witness. 

12X0 News 
1245 Experimental 
Feature: Market Forces 
From fresh fish to 
futures, from black pete 
to bonds - the rhythms 
of the market place from 
Lancashire to the City of 
London. 

12-30 The Late Story. 
Black VteHs By Liu Xin- 
Wu translated by Afice 
Chflds Mr Zhou is 
painting hts walls but the 
focal community is 
worried by the cotour. 
war they complain? Read 
by Pad Courtenay Hyu 
12-48 Shipping 
Forecast 

LOO As World Service. 
SOT World News 
5-35 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 InsnoreTwecast 
5415 Prayer for the Day. 
5*47 - 6X0 Farming 
Today. 

Radio 4 LW 


098kHz) 

12X0 


124)4 News 
Heacfines; Shipping 
Forecast 

Radio 5 Live 

(69a 909kHz MW ) 
64)0 Brief Lives 
GOT Andrew Ne4 
9X0 Sports Week. 
104)0 Sunday Service. 
124)0 Saknon in Crisis 
12430 Cars and Gets 
LOO Sunday Sport 
Tends: the final day of 
the Davis Cup tie 
between Great Britain 
and the USA 
Union: the 
Cup semi-final 
Wasps and Gloucester. 
Plus news of the rest of 
the days sport 
64)0 the Scottish 
Rentier Leagua 


84X) Ice HockeyS Super 
League Final. Commen- 
tary from the Nynex 
Arena in Manchester. 
9OT Brief Lives. 5 Livefc 
obituary column. 

104)0 Late Nkjht Currra 
With Sieve Lelevre. 

LOO Up All Night 
54)0 - 64)0 Morning 
Reports 

Classic FM 

(10Q0-1019MHZ FM I 
64K) Sarah Lucas 94)0 
kfick Bailey. 1L00 Jamie 
Crick. LOO David Meltor. 
34)0 Alan Mam 54)0 
John Brurmfog. 7.00 
Sally Peterson 94)0 
Hall of Fame Opera. 
ILOO Easter Sunday 
Celebration. 1.00 
Evening Concert 3.00 • 
GOO Mark Griffiths 
Virgin Radio 
(1215 Tl97-1260kHi MW 
1058MHz FM) 

GOO Pete and Geoff. 
104)0 Danny Baker. 

LOO Nick Abbot 44K) 
Mark Forrest G45 
London CaKng with Mark 
Forrest/ AM Richard Alen. 
TOT Richard Alen 
104)0 James Merritt 
LOO - GOO Steve 
Power. 

World 

Service Radio 

098kHz LW ) 

LOO The World Today. 
LOT My Century 24K> 
The Wbrid Today. 2OT 
Meridian (Feature) 3X0 
The World Today. 3OT 
Global Business 4X0 
The World Today. 4J20 
Sports Roundup. 4OT - 
7.00 The World Today 
(430-700) 

Talk Radio 

GOT My Favourite Year. 
7X0 Pali Ross and 
Helen Gibson 104)0 
Derek Dr aper and Peter 
Hitcnensi 1ZOO Sunday 
Sport 6X0 My 
Favourite Year. 7X0 
Best of tee Week. SOT 
James Whale 1X0 ■ 
64)0 Mike Dickin 


A 


L \L- -L — e 


i ic 




Sky Premier 

GOO The Land before 
Tune V: the Mysterious 
Island (1997) (7887346) 
745 Maoic m tee Water 
945 




1145 The Land 
before Tme V (1997) 

, 12X0 Buzz 
LOO Gargantua 

' (94810) 
Ut996) 
i The Lost 

(1997) (861 

9X0 

9OT Curtain 
(897029) t!45 
Hackera (1995) (534094) 
LOO The Last of the high 
Kings (1996) (219650). SL45 
- GOO The Color Purple 
(1935) (7047B394). 

Sky Movie Max 
GOO They Want Befieve 
Me* j1947)t64655)- GOO 

104)0 The 
Oub (1995 
Stories of { 

Vfomgn (1997) 

2X0 The Swarm (1978) 
(77723) 44)0 Babysitters 
Club (1995) ©839) GOO 
Stories of Couage - Tho 
Wbmen (1997) (60487) 

GOO Phenomenon 
10X0 The 

HAS The 
(23561278) 
i for Murder 
(1996) (462940) 325 The 
CnringChad [te96) 

(40B563) 5-00 - 74H) 

They Won't Botevo Me’ 
t»47) (65308) 

Sky Cinema 
ILOO Utile Shop of 





i The Joker Is WBd- 

(1957) (315087) 104M 

Under the Volcano (1984) 

(7S79617) 124)0 Dir 



Of Paris* (1938) . 

34)0 The Secret of the 


(27096151)5^5 Ctosa 

Film Four 

GOO Bffl and Tecfs Bogus 
1H737^2Q. 
j for Go 
. GOO Roxanne 
104)0 
Dogs (1991) 

) 1L50 City on 
i (1987) (5828094) L35 
The War I 

.3401 

. (1850940) 
4OT - GOO The Cosmic 
Man’ (1959) {2700679) 
Discovery Channel 
44)0 Wings (647617) 
GOO Flghtine (8180471) 
SOT Clastic Trucks 
(1008471) GOO Myths of 
Maltidnd: The Flood 

.74)0 Twisted 
:(6J77907l 7X0 
Creatures Fantastic 
(1085520) 8OT hfeloryS 
Mysteries (8083433) 94)0 
Croc MghL CrocodUe 
Hunter @003297) 104M 
Croc Mght: Ultimate Guide 
to Crocorfles (8006384) 
ILOO Croc ffighc The 
Barefoot Bushman 
(3319636) 12X0 Discover 
Magazine (8341582) LOO 
Jutiice Fles (5153834) 
24)0 Closa 
Sky One 
GOO Hour of Power 

74)0 Whai-a-Mess 
730 Sy 
GOO' 

G30Ta 


The Simpsons i 

9- 30 GerfleU f 

10- 00 Dream' 


GOO 



ILOO Westing 
L 12410 King Fu - 
‘Continues 
Superman 


. 3-00 

J Star Trek: 

— r- I (4563 6) 54m 

Star Trek: Voyager (& 

GOT The Simpsons 
GOT The Sirrpsons 
TOO King of tee FB 
7-30 3rd flock from L ._ 
Sun (4075) 84m Earth: 
RnalCcxnct 

The X Files . 

Marti Uncovered 
ILOO South Park 
TL30 Forever 
(93452) 12-30 




LOO 

3)24)0- 

(1008563) 

Sky Sports 1 

GOO VTOrid Wide Rugby 
. GOO Aerobics - Oz 
Stylo (73094) GOT 
Extreme Safing (72365) 
GOO Rght Mght (28520) 
ILOO (State on Sunday 
(513461 124)0 T ‘ 

Union Update (194871 LOT 
GBette World r 
(55556) 24)0 
■ v Roldan 

dwetser 

5OT Scottish 
I St Johnstone v 
.GOT 

-> ■ whim (69346) 

1 Scottish Foattefi 

£3742) 12X0 Budwelser 
Basketball f£ri698) 2OT 
Spanish Footbal (82940) 
GOT- 64)0 Scottish 
Footbal (97360) 

Sky Sports 2 
GOO Vra teraports World 
(8370704) TOO Aerobics - 
Oz Style (5977MJ7) TOT 

Warfd Sport (8422992) 
GOO Soccer Extra 

»LOO Sports 

FoTOGdff 

2X0 

Bitter Cup l. l-L 

The Snow Show (3404433) 
54X1 Gotf USA (4453920) 
GOO Cricket West Indes v 
AustraSa (6634568) 10OT 
Ford Golf USA (6X1 
LOTRutfjy Urion . 

(4109105). 2OT Ice I 

(6833785) 5OT - GOO 
The Snow Show (8818563) 

34» Cricket 
West Incfies v Australa 
(90CT9 988) 34m SaBna 
Jto6t2487) 5-30 Cricket 
'Mwttodles v Australa 
(29989704* 700 Ice Hock- 
. ) Final 

=--* UpdBtevSsfM^ 

(82641433) 124m Oosq. 
Euros port 
7OT Mad Masters 
Winter Games) 

84m Athletics 


10OT Tennis (18346) 
tLOT Swknming 

2W1) U05 Cydng 
. 4X0 Footbal 
1 Swimming 

GOT Mad Masters 
' Gammi (8487) 7X0 
Footbal (61723) 94W 
Tenriis (86902) MOT 

JJ18 

NASCAR (fi „ 
12 X 0 Writer Games 

(98018) 12OT Ctosa 
UK Gold 

74)0 Angels (3302346) 
7OTBUwb Seven 

GH5SKJ)8OTDrWho 
Omntous - the Seeds of 

Doom 25487704) HOT 
DaBae Omntous (37466687) 
UO Film: HoSday on tee 
51523100) 
Onrtibus 
G25 Askthe 
-*71) GOO 
.On Again. 
(58547926) 
7OT The Good Ufa 
£835346) GOT Porridge 
(9567162) G25 One ^ 

m tea Algarve (48189075) 
1L20 AufWledereehen, 

Pst (9585636) *G25 

LOO Fiuby Vtfax Meets_ 
Helen Wrran and Jufiarma 
— -L35 

74M 

(804ttM) 


34)0 

(40775810)! 
Famfly 043 


MarguSes 
Film: The Ghoul 

34 m 


Living 

GOO T gy and Crew 
(762 56723) G2S Johnson 
and Friends (59953094) 
*40 Thy Takar^*- 
G45 BabaJoos 
G50 Poka Dot 




l8OT 

— — *L35 

( 75537231 

g168471) K)JOO Animal 

psmskpg, o 

The Song of 

gagssfflC 

Wd ^^e ( gCT§§n L eJ0 


7X0 Rescue Stl 



5) 10-45 
tent Now 
ILOO S 
12X0 C 

TNT 

9X0 The HU* f®6: 
g9816346)1L30 1 
House’ (1930) (402! 
145 Never So Few 
129008018) 3OT V 
the Damned* (i960 

(30178292) 54)0 C 

Paramount 
Comedy Char 

74m Ouefess nzn 
Grace tteder Fire (4 
GOO Mad abouf >t 
GOT SpinC 
GOO Seer 
iV -GOTChee 
,1) 10X0 Che* 
152) 10OT Che 
~~ tUW Frasi 
■HOTWhc 

sSfifiSfSf 

Rose of Cairo ngs 5 
LOT Club ( 
24» Atno 
Perfect (77308) 22 
and Fibs (B9M3) 3. 
Morkand Wndy (57 

3OT Abbott & Cos 
(70495) 4X0 dost 
Granada Plus 
GOO Mstion: frnpc 
(6177100) 7OT Boc 

gsgra 

ps«807) 94)0 l!£ 
■npgMbfaNBIMOfi 
104m Behind the V 
Ropes (8499743) « 
Homes wth Style ft 
tJ-OO Sherlock Ho* 
(1019013) 124K) Jet 
“^Wfooster (S5SGC 
LOO Maogieand H 
LOTPIbb 

. GOO Pair 
) 3-00 Bch 
. 44)0 The 
H148W2). 
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RADIO 1 

(97&-9S8MHz FM ) 

ZOO Mark Goocfier. 1Q4)0 Chris 
Moyles. 100 Emma B. MO 
Radio Ife R *rf B Chart 5.00 
Judge Juies. ZOO Danny Ram- 
- Lovegroove Dance Party. 
Westwood - RacBo 1 Rap 
Show. i2M Radio 1 Reggae 
jftancehall Nila 24)0 Radio 1 Live 
c% London: the Essential Mix 
44)0 - 6430 Radio 1 Live in 
U^don: Annie Nightingale. 
RADIO 2 
(88-902 MHz FM ) 

6JOO Mo Dutta. 84)5 Brian 
Matthew 104)0 Steve Wrigftfc 
Saturday Show. 100 Mel and 
Sue's Comedy Breakdown 1410 
Heated Rollers. 24)0 Alan Free- 
man 3L30 Johnnie Walker. 54)0 
Songs of the Century with Raul 
GambacdnL 84)0 Joan Arma- 
traefrg in Concert 94)0 Sounds 
of the 70s. 104)0 Bob Harris. 

100 Lynn Parsons. 44)0 - ZOO 
Mo Dutta. 

RADIO 3 
(9(12-92.4 MHz FM ) 

64)0 On Air. 

94)0 CD Review. 

124)0 Private Passions. See Pick 
of the Day. 

100 Lunchtime Concert (R) 
*24)0 Listeners’ Choice. 

7100 Best of a 
54)0 Jazz Record Requests. 

6.00 Jazz Century. 

6410 Richard Stottzman (R) 

730 Opera on a The first UK 
broadcast of Carlisle Ffoydfe 
opera which recasts a story from 
the Apocrypha in Tennessee, The 
blameless Susannah is in trouble 
with the church eiders, but the 
only man who can vouch for her 
is a cleric who has put himself in 
a spot by attempting to sedjee 
her. With Renee Fleming, soprano 
(Susannah Polk), Jerry Hadtey, 
tenor (Sam Polki Samuel Ramey, 
bass (OTn Bfitch). Chorus and Or- 
chestra of the Metropolitan 
Opera/James Contort Act t 
845 New York Stories. Novelists, 
essayists and playwrights who . 
have moved to New York present 
portraits of the city. Caribbean- 
bom novelist Elizabeth Nunez 
compares the impact of the land- 
scape on her childhood home 
with the impact of the cityscape 
on her adopted one 


PICK OF THE Day 


THE ACTOR David Suchet, 
currently starring as Salieri in 

Amadeus, talks about his musical 
Private Passions (12noon R3> 
and chooses a piano concerto by 
the maligned composes 
The Independent’s Tom 
Sutcliffe and guests discuss The 
Ground Beneath Her Feet, the 
new novel-cum-media event by 
Salman Rushdie (right) along 
with the latest work by Robert 


Lepage, Geometry of Miracles 
in Saturday Review (7pm R4>. 

In A Price Worth Paying 
(9.55pm R3), the former Radio 
3 controller John Drummond 
attempts to explain why opera in 
this country is some thing to be 
proud of and worth paying for - 
pinpointing the first performance 
of Peter Grimes in June 1M5 as 
the start of a renaissance. 

DOMINIC CAVENDISH 



8.45 Susannah, Act 2 
9.55 A Price Worth 
A five- part series in whibh tormer 
Radio 3 controller John Drum- 
mond takes a critical look at the 
state of opera in Britain since 
1945. 1: ‘A Place for Opera’. 
Interviews with the Earl of Hare- 
wood and Sir John Tooley - both 
former administrators of Londonb 
two world-class opera houses - 
about the postwar formation and 
consolidation of the Royal Opera 
at Covent Garden, the revitalisa- 
tion of Saderfc Wells and its 
metamorphosis rito English 
National Opera, and the setting of 
standards at Glyndeboume. See 
Pick of the Day. 

1025 Stravinsky. Wind Octet 
London Srifontetta/Esa-Fekka 
Salonen. 

1045 Mixing It ‘Mixing It moves 
to its new, regular Saturday- night 
home, where regular hosts 
Mark Russell and Robert Sandafi 
present a unique mix of musical 
styles and influences This week, 
Django Bates gives an insight into 
ns own character and taste in 
music by selecting hacks that he 
has found inspiring over the 
years 

TL30 Jazz on a 

LOO - 6JOO Through toe Night 

RADIO 4 

(92j4~946MHz FM ) 

64)0 News Briefing. 

64)5 Sports Desk. 

640 Open Country. 

057 weather. 

7.00 Today. - 
94N) Home Truths 


10.00 News; Loose Ends 
1190 News; The Food 
Programme 

1120 From Our Own 
Correspondent 
124M) News; Money Box 
1220 The News Quiz. 

12435 Weather. 

LOO News 

145 Any Questions?. 

24)0 News; Any Answers? 0870 
010 0444.- 
220 Think. 

34)0 News; The Saturday Play: 
Rambards 

4w30 News; Weekend Woman's 
Hour. 

54)0 Saturday PM. 

520 Talking Pictures 
554 Shipping Forecast 
5457 Wfeather. 

6.00 Six OCIock News 
645 The Now Show. 

6j 45 Hearing with Hegley. (R) 
ZOO News; Saturday Review. 
See Pick of the Day. 

7.45 Friendship: Tne One Good 
Thfrig. Friendship is in the words 
of Cicero, the one good thing 
in the second of two pro- 

S ies, Sandy McCall-Smith 
tes how the tricky moral 


; y h 


dilemmas of friendship have 
engaged the minds of 
philosophers through toe ages 
84)0 News; The Archive Hour 
Redeeming Features 
Four programmes in which Piers 
Plowright visits the BBC sound 
archives to listen to radio feature 
highlights that have excited him. 

1 : Playtime’. Many people enjoy 
themselves 


94)0 News; Classic Serial: 

The Awakening. Kate Chopinfe 
tale of one womans pursuit of 
moral and sexual freedom in tum- 
of-the-century New Orleans is 
dramatised ty Jyl Bradley. Her 
summer affair may be over, but 
EdnaS ife will never be the sama 
Part 2. With Lorelei King. Briony 
Glassco and Matilda Ziegler. Di- 
rector Jonquil Panting 
104)0 News and Weather. 

1045 The Moral Maze 
Michael Buerk and regulars 
Janet Daley. David Starkey, lan 
Hargreaves and David Cook 
investigate the moral questions 
behind the weeks news 
1L00 News; Crossing Over. 

Robin Denselow talks to 
musicians who have fallen in love 
with music from another culture 
4: Belinda Sykes finds the true 
voice of a medieval troubadour in 
modem Morocco (R) 

1L30 Radio Poem. 

124)0 News 

12.25 Experimental Feature: 
Startales Our struggle to under- 
stand the cosmos 
1220 The Late Story: Inside the 
Whale By Fay Weldon, read by 
Giver Ford Davies 
1248 Shipping Forecast 
5.30 World News 
525 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 
5450 - 64)0 Bells on Sunday. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

12.00 - 124)4 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 


RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693, 909kHz MW) 

64H) Dirty Tackla 
620 Breakfast 
94)0 Chiles on Satuday. 
tLOO Sportscai 
124)0 The Treatment 
LOO Sport on 5. 

64)6 Six-O-Six 
84M) Move It The issues that 
matter to Britain’s transport users. 
820 Getting Buy without the 
Banks. A report on the problems 
caused when banks concentrate 
on premium services tor wealthier 
customers. (R) 

94)0 Global 

1020 Late Night Currie. With 

Steve Lefevra 

LOO Up All Night 

54H) - 6.00 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(1000- 1019MHz FM ) 

6.00 Sarah Lucas. 94)0 Paul 
GambacdnL tf.00 Henry Kelly. 
14)0 Susannah Simons. 34M) 
Mite Read. 54)0 Margaret 
Howard. 74)0 Simon Bates 94M) 
Opera Guide. 104)0 The Classic 
Quiz. 124)0 Midnight Music 
220 Evening Concert 44H) - 
64M) Sunday Start 
VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215, H97-1260kHz MW 
105i3MHz FM ) 

6.00 Pete and Geoff. 94)0 Har- 
riet Scott 124)0 Russ Wiliams 

2.00 Rock and Ron Football 
520 Wheels of SteeL 104)0 
Richard Alien 220 - 64H> 

James Merritt 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

LOO The World Today. 120 
Seeing Stars L45 Write On. 
24)0 The World Today. 220 
Music Review. 34)0 The World 
Today. 3.30 World Business 
Review. 3^45 Letter from Ameri- 
ca 420 The World Today. 420 
Sports Roundup 420 Agenda 
54)0 The World Today. 520 - 
620 Omnibus 
TALK RADIO 

620 OK to Talk. 820 Get Your 
Kit On with Bob Mills tl.00 Its 
Round and White - with Tom 
Watt 220 Saturday Soccer. 

525 505 with Gary Newborn 
and Tom Watt 720 Nancy 
Roberts 10.00 Dave Barrett 
2.00 • 620 Mike Dickin 


Satellite and Cable 
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SKY PREMIER 

GX)0 Stormchaser- Rawango of the 
Twister (1998) f»40Q. BJOO AB Dogs Go . 
to Heaven 0 (1996) (69067J. IOlOO Space 
Jam (1996) (60883). tMM PtetedtalhB^ ^ 
(©88) (42390). 2 jOO Stormchasar - . 
Revenge of the Twister (1998) (94864). 
4JX) Al Dogs Go to Heaven 1 (1996) 
(4574), &OO Space Jem (1996) (33951). 
730 p-.teviCM 9048). 8 jOQ Contact 
(1997) 009135). See Pfcfc Of tf» 

Day. 1030 Eraser (1996? (14363883) 
12^5 Outrage (1997) (2939162). t55 
The Palbearer (19965 (635758). 3 l35 - 
GM FSrting with Disaster (1996) 
(1988765^. 

SKY MOVIEMAX 

74X1 The Big Game (1995) 08680). 

9L00 FJpper (1996) (41681). 1U0 
Ktogdom of the Spiders (1977) (16357). 
•UOO The Big Game (1905) 02777). 

3.00 Six Pack (1982) (6777). 5JN> 
Kingdom of the Spiders (1977) (32512). 
7 jOO Ripper (1996) (79932) 9JK) 
Mktdcositios (097) (63408). 1030 The 
Addition (1907) (7577222}. tL55 Bmak- 
hg the waves (199Q (49502T16). Z35 
Dark Angel (1996) (6824443) 44»5 - 
SOO Fandango (1984) (913815). 

SKY CINEMA 

two The White Tbwer (fi50) (5841222). 
LOO Abandon Ship (1957) (£15338). 

Big Jim McLain (1952) (5272357). 

The Deep Six (058} (5880357). 

A Blueprint tor Muxler (1959 

(6473319) 8JQ0 Around the World in 80 
Days (1956) 03940845) 1045 The Left 
Hand of God (1955) (5952628) tL45 
Permission to KB (®75) CXW1135) 120 
Three Secrets (1950 (4922907) 3-00 The 
Directors (9286146) 4^>0 The White 
Tower (1950) (8363723) 3-35 Closa 
FILMFOUR 

SjOO B2 and Tecfe Excelent Adventure 
(1989) (42197375) 7^5 Groove Masters 
0382932) Z45 The Date (8302796) 

SOO It Coiid Happen To Ybu (1994) 
0738319) lOJDO The T^dng of PBtoam 
One Two Three (197>9 (7®®048) 1155 
The Trail (1965) (27892883) 230 Kids 
Are AMght (1978) 0226723) 350 - SJOO 
Bert (1996) (40^8723, 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

MO Flghtpath (1043845) MO -The 
Battle of the Bulge (8477951) &30 
Contusions of a Hitter \bufh (H92864) 
ZOO Discover Magazine 0103241) 8 j 00 
jSbcover Magazine 01B9SB1) ftOO Shoot 
PTTrB (810943®. IOjOO Fbrensic 
Detectives (8102512) H00 The Battle of 


PICK OF THE Day 


JODIE FOSTER (right), a Yale 
graduate, always impresses 
most in roles where her natural 
intelligence is allowed to shine 
through- She plays a scientist 
in Contact (8pm Sky Premier), 
a taut sci-fi thriller from Robert 
Zemeckis, which is receiving its 
satellite premiere tonight The 
director harnesses his mastery 
of special effects to this story of 
a woman obsessed with making 
contact with an alien race. 
When she does, she becomes 


convinced that she is being 
instructed how to travel to meet 
them. Matthew McConaughey 
and one Bill Clinton co-star. 

Rugby Union: Richmond vs 
Newcastle (2pm Sky Sports 2) 
features two clubs who have 
recently undergone financial 
restructuring, but that hasn’t 
stopped them progressing to the 
semi-final of the Tetley’s Bitter 
Cup. Expect a crunching clash 
between two powerful sides. 

James Hampton 



the BtJge (6206970) 1230 Confessions 
Of a hfiber'ttouto (6446094) tOO 
Weapons of War ( 8186162 ) 2.00 Close 

SKY ONE 

7.00 What-a-Mess (44488) 730 
Superhuman Samtrai Syber Squad 
(83135) &00 The Adventures of Stebad 
(46066) 9 lOO The Simpsons (46715) 

930 Garfield and Friends 04609) 104)0 
Xena: Warrior Princess (88319) 1UJ0 
Weald Wresting Federation Uws Wire 
(92883) 1200 World Wrestfrig 
Federation Shot Gun (47932*. LOO The 
New Adventures of Superman (56680) 
230 America^ Dumbest Criminals (1341) 
230 America^ Dumbest Criminals (3195) 
3jOO Grftyl (52390) 430 Star Trek: 
Deep Space fflne (71425) 530 Star Trek: 
\toyagar (1628) 630 Xena: Warrior 
Princess (43H6) 730 VIP (13899) 830 
Dattog He! (99319) 930 Film: Sky One 
Special Feature: Look Whofe Talking 
(1989) (20139951) 10.45 JAG (153845) 
1L45 Showbiz Weekly (944999) 1235 
Unsolved Mysteries (433574) 135 Fra 
(569096) 2d5 - 630 Long Ptey 


SKY SPORTS 1 

630 Hold the Back Page (51883) 

730 Sky Sports Centre (70067) 830 
Aerobics - Oz Style (32951) 530 Racing 
News (312220 930 Super League: Wigan 
vs St Helens (W222) 1030 Australian 
Rugby League: Mariy vs Souths (66406) 
1230 GBette Soccer Saturday (497562B) 
630 Bobby Charter* Footed 


Scrapbook (68203) 730 Spanish 
Football (948046) 1030 Saturday Fight 
Nght (27721) 1230 Spanish Football 
(37988) 230 Saturday Fight f4ght 
(90075) 430 - 630 Golf USA (56655) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

630 Rugby Union Update (8476932) 
730 Aerobics - Oz Style (6628195) 730 
Racing News (7173280 930 Soccer AM 
(5230777) 1230 AustraRan RUes 
Football (35X1241) 230 Rugby Union: 
Richmond vs Newcastle (2819970) See 
Pick of the Day. 430 ice Hockey 
(8148067) 1030 Ford Golf USA 
(4589406) 1230 Australan Rides 
Football (5188723) 230 Warfd Wide 
Rugby -'Super 12s Tournament (2279617) 
430 Ru£iv Union Update: Richmond vs 
Newcastle (2088182) 530 - 630 Irish 
Motor Sport (8841891) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1230 Wbridwide Rugby (62761241) 

230 Max Power (62759406) 3.00 
Octet :Wfest kwfies vs Austraia 
(90675116) 530 Irish Motorsport 
(678457T5) 530 Cricket West tnefies vs 
Australia (94665390) 1030 Rugby Union 
Update: Richmond vs Newcastle 
(484SU54) 1130 Rebel Sports (62W661) 
1230 Ctosa 
EUROSPORT 

730 YOZ Mag - Youth Only Zone (10965) 
930 Mad Masters Winter Games 
(26380) 930 Mountain Bfce (40970) 

930 Roger Skating (55357) 1030 


Strength (37845) 1130 Swimming 
(81859574) 140 Curing (33449951) 430 
Football (5222) 630 Swimnvng (9390) 
630 Mad Masters Winter Games (3970) 
7.00 Terre (965715) 930 Jet Skiing 
(21203) 1130 Snowboarding (4808b') 
1230 Mad Masters Winter Games 
(51907) 1230 Roller Skating (30926) 
130 Closa 
UK GOLD 

730 Angels (3408574) 730 Neighbours 
(79417883). 935 Dal as (51784390) 12 J 0 
EastEnders (71862715) 330 Trie B»l 
(40897086) 530 FUm: Thoroughly 
Modem Mile (1967) (32963425) 830 
What a Carry Ori (9948406) 835 
Specially Selected Canned Canon 
(9683154) 935 Thin Blue Line (6678222). 
1045 Red Dwarf VI (4844970) 10.55 
Monty Python^ Flymq Circus (3525319) 
1135 Live a Jongleurs (7166067) 12.10 
F3m: Fahrenheit 451 (1966) (3092297L 
240 Sight and Sound (2429471) 330 - 
730 Shopping 14786902) 

LIVING 

630 Tiny and Crew (76352951) 635 
Johnson and Friends (59050222) 6.40 
Try Tates (91048628) 6.45 Babatoos 
(91047999) 630 Pol*a Dot Shorts 
(91028864) 730 Practcal Parenting 
{M6406) 735 Alfred J Kwak (4904048) 
735 Try and Crew 98 11158241) 730 
CaJbu (1168796) 735 Bug Alert 
(8635390) 735 Practical Parentrg 
(4477048) 830 10 plus 2 (647BT13) 8.10 
Try and Crew 98 (8583319) S45 


Greedysaurus arid the Gang (7123406) 
835 My Zoo (8571574) 830 Try and 
Crew (8597067) 830 Practical Parenting 
(9824864) 930 Mrs Greenthumbs 
(3691715) 930 Can t Cook, Wont Cook 
12279999) 1030 Maury Ppvich 
(2779999) 1030 Living Room (7505390) 
11.40 Rolonda (2275661) 1230 ram: 
Doing Tme on Maple Drive (t99i) 
(22156661) 245 FDm: Pcmc at Hanging 
Rock (1975) (27086715) 435 Special Ba- 
bes (5215135) 530 Entertainment Nowl 
(85267406) 5.10 The Roseanne Show - 
Highlights (5165651 2) 5^40 Through the 
Keyhole (3865341) 640 Mic hael C ole 
(6726749) 730 Rescue 911 (7673116) 
730 Beyond Beief (n67t16) 830 Aly 
McBeal (1158131) ®30 Jerry Springer 
Double Bil (72207796) 1035 Entertar- 
ment Now! (7782715). 1130 Sex Life 
Down Under (31395741 1230 dose. 

TNT 

930 Blow-Up (1966) (36352785) tU5 
Port Blank R967) (35210574) 130 The 
Fearless Vampire Kiters (1967) (90583181) 
330 A Very Private Affair (1962) 
(04888013) 530 Closa 

PARAMOUNT 
COMEDY CHANNEL 

7JDO Clueless (9661) 730 Grace under 
Fire (2028) 830 Mad about Vbu (5609) 
830 Spr Crty (4T6) 930 Cheers 
(17241) 930 Cheers (68864). 1030 
Cheers (41609) 1030 Cheers (50357) 
1130 Frasier (29086) 1130 Whose Line 
Is II Anyway** (97864) 12.00 ram: 

Radio Days (1987) (12297) 130 Ckib 
Class 144839) 2.00 Almost Perfect 
(34433). 230 Tibs and Fits 153568) 

330 Mori and Mndy (26571). 330 
Abbott & Costellc (37520) 4.00 Close. 
GRANADA PLUS 

6.00 Hart to Hart (6280628) 730 Boot- 
ae and Snudge (T127086) 730 Thatfe My 
Boy (1106593) 830 Watching (1445864). 
830 No Stnngs (W44135i 930 The 
Avengers (99002*1) 1030 Persuaders 
(1102777). tLOO Man in a Suitcase 
(TTI5341) 12.00 Fiddlers Three (1448951 1 
12.30 Emmerdale (7026680). 330 Bo- 
nanza (4232135) 430 The High Chapar- 
ral (4344970) 530 Hawai Five-0 
(6213574) 630 The Persuaders 
(5681357) 730 The Avengers (7656933. 

8.00 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 
(7665680) 930 Frankie Howard Reveals 

(7652116) 1030 The FredtSe Starr Ex- 
perience (765520-3) «30 As Granada 
Men & Motors (9245135) 230 Close. 


I 




Regional television Variations 



1- " ■ 



BBC1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 except: 440 Final Score 
E386593) 530 Northern Ireland Results 
(T425947) 5L25 NewsSne (7977208) * 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 except 440 Afternoon 
Sportsoene (965h&ft SL25 Reportiig 
Scotland (7977208) 1035 Sportscana- 
Mateh of the Day (5298319) 1235 The 
Ufy Swage Show (8T77907) 

BBC1 WALES 
As BBC! except 440 Final Score 
^5241)4-55 W&tea on Satuday 
(238W8) 535 Wales Today (7S77208) 

ANGLIA . 

As UVT except 1230 Stepping the 
IWorid (45113) 135 Angfia News and 
Wlsather (ISB7S99) F1A European 
Drag Ratang Chantotondtips (629203) 
345 FUm: Charley and. the Angel SmaB 
town storeteeper Fired MacMuray b 
wtedtad overby helpW angei Harry 
Morgan. Sentiment* Disney whimsy with 
an attractive *30s artftig. WHh Kurt 
Russel (54768Q) 545 AngBa News arid 
Sport {581339) 155 FBm: The Deady 
Compsnfona Ex-Army sergeant Brian 
KeiA escorts a funeral procee^on 
though hostte Apache tenftory in Sam 


Peddnpahfe debut featirei a 
CharwterisBcaBy sardorfc Wtestem 
iama {915926) 335 Box Office 
America fM133Wa. 430 Vtorid FboteU? 
(89672108) 425 CD UK (7350075) 520 
frVNghtscreen (9869346) 

CENTRAL 

As LWT except 1230 Eastern Wx 
. 135 Central News end Weetitor 
.245 Early Bftlon (1485883) 
l The Secret KGB 14=0 Ftea Former 


reveal prevtousty inknown 

Jnckictog a tale of how nuclear war was 

ahtost sparked when a pair of MiG Jets 
tried to.shoct down a UFO and ware 
themselves blown out of the sk* And fflm 
smugged out of Russia provides 
evidence that the Soviets recovered 
something not of this earth. (8556796) 
425 TmeCop (7965357) 540 Central 
News, Weather and Goals Extra (7520131) 
1130 News; Waalher (946341) 445 
Jobfinder (8270100) 530 Spotfighi Asa 
(68810) 

HTV WALES 

As LWT exc e p ts 1230 Movies, 
Games and Videos (45113) 1-05 HTV 
News and Weather (1S1379S3) 245 Pirate 


TV (481845) 2AS Cartoon (5662203) 
235 Dinosaurs (2160086) 325 Airwolt 
(31TS45) 420 TimaCop (2492777) 545 
HTV News (58133S) 135 Fihn: The 
Deadly Companions (915926) 335 Box 
Office America (44133712) 430 World 
FOotbal (89672108) 425 CD UK 
(7350075) 520 Mghtscraen (9869346) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except 1230 

Bissed Out Series In which members of 
the pttofc get a chance to prove 
themselves In fhe metSa. h this edition, 
someone else b given the chance to co- 
host the show with Vanessa Bewley and 
Simon Knigrt. (45113) 245 Movies, 
Games and Videos (481845) 245 Pirate 
TV (480116) 345 Warner Brothers 
Cartoon {8178154) 5.15 HTV West New® 
and Sport (5813319) 

MERIDIAN 

As LWT except 1230 Pier Pressure 
'fhe pro^arrme tort presents the arts 
from a youthhd pcxni of view, with fasi- 
movtog, up-to-the-minute reports on top 
bands, everts and trends. (45113) 135 
Meriden News and Weather (15137999) 
F1A European Drag Racing 
Championships (629203) 345 FBm: 
Charley and tha Angel (547880) 545 


Meridian News and Weather (5813319) 
1.55 Fii-n: The Deadly Companions 
(915926) 325 Bo* Office Amenca 
(44133742) 430 WWW Footbay 
(89672108) 425 CD UK (7350075L 520 
rTVMghtscreen (9869346) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As LWT except 1220 Movies, 
Games and Videos (45T13) 135 
Wastcountry News (15137999) 245 Film. 
Thai Dam Cat 1 . A sknhy Siamese turns 
fetne federal investigator after a 
kidnapping n Disney comedy After an 


HmeCop. Sd-fi advenare senes 
about a cop who toes to prever.r criminals 
from usng lime travel to alter the past 
and change tne world. (24D1425J 540 
Westcountry News (75201311 1-55 Film: 
The Deadly Companions (915926) 335 
Bax Office America (441337421 430 
World FootbaB (89672108) 4.25 CD UK 
(7350075) 520 (TV Mghtscreen 
(9869348) 

YORKSHIRE 

As LWT except: 1230 Dinosaurs 
(45113) 135 Calendar News (15137999) 
540 Calendar News and weather 
(4622131) 545 SccrfcUne (58133191 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 135 North 
East News and Weather PS137999) 540 
North East News and Weather (4622131) 
5.15 Ful Time (5BW19) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 1230 Board 
Stupid (18049932) 135 Fdm: The BeBes 
ot St Trnans*. First of the four farces 
leaaring R.jnald Searfes celebrated 
pigteited savages. And. by some disiance, 
the best The purely English delgftts 
include Aiastair Son in drag. George Cole 
(as a spiv with sideburns) the hrntabls 
Joyce Grenfel) and a bevy of extremely 
grown-up- looking schoolgrls in bi3Ck 
stockings (65307883) 5.05 Newyddon 
141578406) 540 Y Clwb Ryqbi (37480048) 
7.45 Newyddion a Chwaraeon 
(68124777) 830 Gwahoddiad (4T006TI6). 
8.30 Dilyn Ddoe i4101895lt 930 Dan yr 
Wyneb I90958116) 9-30 Trie Coroner 
Doojtreniary senes about the work ot a 
coroner's office. eaves>3ropping on the 
daily routines ot this somewhat macabre 
institution. (21899777) 10.30 Top Ten. 
Ketih Cheqwin lines up the most anngyrig 
records of all tuna (50769574) 1235 Le 
Pent Packaqa French shon drama 
129212278) 530 Cfos& 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 
CHESS 

Jon Speelman 


ON WEDNESDAY I reported on the 
historic victory of 10-year-old Mur- 
ugan Thiruchelvam from New 
Malden against the grandmaster 
Jonathan Levitt in the third game 
of their rapidplay match last Sunday. 

Since learning chess at the age 
of three (!) Murugan has already 
racked up a fistful of world firsts in- 
cluding a draw with the formidable 
grandmaster Bogdan Lalic- last Oc- 
tober. well before his 10th birthday 
on 1 1 December and qualification for 
a national championship (the 
British, of course) this January. 

But for all his palms, the most im- 
portant thing is the quality of the 
young man’s play. After last Sun- 
day’s match, which, to recap, he took 
quite easily after defeating a tired 
opponent in the last two games. 
Levitt said, “his potential is similar 
to Luke McShane’s. I don’t know of 
any other 10-year-old like him." 
Murugan himself stated that “the re- 
sult made up for a loss against Nigel 
Short in the House of Commons- 
Next year I should like to try for 
Imre Hera of Hungary’s IM norm 
record at ll years seven months.” 

On Wednesday, I felt obliged to 
give Murugan’s win. But in fact that 
was scrappy, and a much more im- 
pressive achievement was his truly 
master-strength preparation and 
endgame play in the previous game. 

In a highly theoretical line of the 
French Tarraseh championed by 
Levitt Murugan “decided to follow 
McShane vs Levitt (played last 
year at the Four Nations Chess 
League* and see what happens”. 

Levitt was the first to vary on 
move 31, when he preferred the im- 
mediate 31 ...b5 to 31 ..Kbdl 32 Re2 
b5 which he played a gains t Luke to 
achieve a considerably easier draw. 

Although Black had structural 
compensation for White’s extra 


pawn, White retained an edge and 
35... a5?! may have been inaccurate 
- 1 prefer 35 ,.,Rd5 and if 36 Rh5 
Rxh5+ 37 gxh5 Kh6 38 g4 Kga. 

Still 45 ...Rb3! 46 Rxa4 Rc3 
should have drawn - the rook at- 
tacks the pawn from the side and 
can check the white king away if he 
approaches. 

But Murugan stumbled at the 
last 53 Ke5! Ra5+ 54 Kd6 Rxg5 55 
Kc6! (not 55 Rc8? Rg6+!) looks 
winning to me. eg 55 . . .RxgS 56 Ri>8 

Ra357Kb6Rb3+ 5SKc7Ra359Kb7 

Rb3+ 60Ka8Ra3 61 Rb6f$ (61 .. .ffi 
also loses) 62 Kb7 f4 63 a 7 £3 64 a8Q 
etc. 

White: Murugan Thiruchelvam 
Black: -Inna than Levitt 
French Tarraseh 


le4e$ 

29 Qxb7 Rxb7 

2d4d5 

30Rh2Rd3 

3 Nd2 c5 

31 Kg2b5 

4 exd5 Qxd5 

32 Re2 b4 

5 Ngf3 cxd4 

33cxb4 Rxb4 

6 Bc4 Qd6 

34 Rh4 Kg7 

7 0-0 Nc6 

35Kh3a5?! 

8 Nb3 Nf8 

36Rh5Rd5 

9 Nbxd4 Nxd4 

37 Rxd5 exd5 

10 Nxd4 a6 

38 Rd2 a4 

ll Rei Qc7 

39 a3 Rb5 

12 Bb3 Bd6 

40 g5 Kg6 

13Nf5Bxh2+ 

41 Kg4 Rc5 

14 KhlO-O 

42Rd4Rc2 

15 Nxg7 Rd8 

43 Rxd5 Rxb2 

16 Q£$ Kxg7 

44 Rd6+ Kg7 

17 Bh6+ Kg6 

45 Ra6 Ra2 

18 C3 Nh5 

46 Rxa4 Ral 

19 Bel Bf4 

47 Ra8 Ra2 

20 g4 Ng3 + 

48 a4 Ra3 

21 fxg3 Bxcl 

49a5Ra2 

22 Raxcl b6 

50 a6 Ra4+ 

23 Bc2+ Kg7 

51 KRRa5+ 

24 Be4 RbB 

52 Kf4 Ra4+ 

25 Rc2 Bb7 

53 Kf3 Ra3+ 

26 Rh2 Bxe4 

54 KfiRa2+ 

27 Qxe4 Qb7 

55 Rel Ra5 

28 Rxh7+ Kg8 

56 a7 


BRIDGE 

Alan Hiron 


TT WORKS, doesn’t it?” was 
South's comment after landing his 
slam on this deal. He was referring 
to the Principle of Restricted 
Choice but as was revealed by a 
closer analysis, be should have had 
no need to fall back on this. 

South opened One Heart and, 
with an awkward call North tem- 
porised with TWo Clubs. Matters did 
not improve when his partner 
jumped to Three Hearts (perhaps 
TVvo Spades was a good alternat- 
ive?) and North manufactured his 
next bid of Three Spades. There 
was a further unwelcome develop- 
ment when South raised to Four 
Spades, but North converted to 
Five Hearts and South bid the 
slam. 

West led v Q against Sue Hearts 
and, after winning with his ace. 
East switched to a trump. In prac- 
tice declarer simply drew trumps 
and turned his attention to the 
spades. The ace and queen saw 
West follow with the four and jack 
and now, on the third round of the 
suit, declarer finessed *9 suc- 
cessfully. The point, of course, was 
that if West had started with 
♦ J104, he could equally well have 
played the jack or the ten on the 
second round but. with 4 J4 alone, 
he would have had no choice. 


Game all; dealer South 


North 

♦AQ2 

Q 

07 64 3 
+6432 

West 

East 

♦ J4 

♦ 10873 

^743 

<?65 

OQJ 1095 2 •> A 8 

*J8 

♦ Q 109 75 


South 
+ K965 

109 8 2 

v K 
♦ AK 


Well, what would have been a 
better line of play? Try winning 
the trump in dummy and ruffing a 
diamond. Cross to the other high 
trump and ruff another diamond 
Now draw the last trump, cash 
* A K and, after entering dummy 
with 4 A ruff a dub. Do you see the 
point now? By this time West has 
been proved to have started with 
three hearts, six diamonds, and 
two clubs; he must therefore hold 
only two spades. After this, the 
finesse of 4 9 on the third round of 
the suit is a certainty - not just a 2 
to l on shot 


Concise Crossword 



No.3887 Saturday 3 April 


ACROSS 

l Golfer’s item (3) 

3 Stun (5) 

7 Gamebird (8) 

8 Test (4) 

9 Kinship (12) 

10 Of value (6) 

12 Shoe reinforcement (6) 
14 Agitator (12) 

18 Assist (4) 

19 Bother (8) 

20 Cardinal point (5.) 

21 Group (3) 


DOWN 

1 Garments (1-6) 

2 Electronic communica- 
tion (1-4) 

3 Fight (3-2) 

4 Supervise (7) 

5 Uniform colour (5) 

6 Metrical foot (6) 

11 Consternate (7) 

12 Bird (6) 

13 Fruit (7) 

15 Outlaw featured on 
Christmas cards? (5) 

16 Tiffin (5) 

17 Romantic poet (5> 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: l Cvnic, 4 Ewer <Sinecurei. 8 Crackle, 9 Brine, 10 Dole, 11 De- 
crease. 12 Vantage points, 15 Semester, 17 Asti, 20 Rumba, 21 Trapeze, 22 
Ache. 23 EvenLDOvVN: i Chasten. 2 Nike, 3 Creme de mentbe. 4 Embar- 
go, 5 Erica, 6 Add. 7 Recess. 12 Vestry. 13 Assuage. 14 Nascent 16 Mimic. 
18 Idea, 19 Care 








18 


A to 


t 



Wax an 
overioo: 
motor-i 
Is it 
media: 
because 
that tl 
moden 
Not 
blow (2 
and de 
cows O' 
well b 

chrom 

for all 
No. 

can dis 
triram 
the ai 
mas til 
monst 
balls. 
Citroe 
deser 
alone 
You 
ofapf 
happil 
instal 
home 
ingfco 
came 
can T 
DJsi 
act of 
perhc 
iastal 

THE 

Nam 

Syste 

Price 

Stocl 

Desc 

thati 

□otic 

Kerrv 
2kg! 
KNA 
This 
tioni 
whei 
you I 
Tl 
awai 




W Ilf II 

<: 3 g-£? 3.2 * 



! i % b-*§ 

UvT*tl*** 

cn 2 3 eo e~ § >>- as « 


o 

o 

s 

w 

3 

a 



ii ^ m 
m c < 

n 5 
2 tn 




CTtB o 
® ■=- =r 

ill 

“*S S- 


as x- _ 
3 ID O 

sr » 3 



§-=> „ _= 
o ® g 

m § Cn c- 3 
a»£Q o g © 

2|lF5 

if If 5 

_J O CO UJ CJ1 

— « CD "i 

I in 

® a. 



(0 

o 

o 


CO! 


ffl 2 S C CD > 

2. 2- *■» § > 
£ m° "S 2. c 

a> cd £ - 2a 

*< i = a. a. 5 T 
S E ® § S n 

“ c" a §T c 

SBrO-L 

gggJSI 

isifil 

Si.Ss.al 
«g>8 ^.gr- 
og 

3*521? 

i = a an Z 





Tire “"CD 
®^Q.on(D 

lllfliH? 

< o ff-a? ® ~® 

gig 1 

“Iff till 

:r D -'5. m 3" 3"^ =1 

O UP OB 

8§.lg£ja i f 

® a ^ ml S ra® 

PslfS5 H 

i5? i i|M 

■ ffl Q. £ 


S|3ff 

ells 

|Sil 

■ o3S 



u 



40 

la 

o 

w p-q a o ■* 

ill IP 

o QfD <D 

p03 q ~ o = 


J^S<< 

CJ §S|f? 

3 a i 300 3 



N 

o 

o 

®<SJ 

3-8 3 ® 
gs* a 
=?:£ 

2 o® S. 

SM=s 

o 


® s s a 

§. 3 er a 

m m Q) ^ 

3 “OS' 

,®3« 
3 3 ffl 3 

3|§^ 

a»|y 

3 =-to to 
. lb 


<D 




co - ^ 

|3a 

sf S 

ri 


o) 

la 

o 

«o 

i 09 

3 3 
a® 

Iz 

a a 

s S 

CD ~ 

i® 

Is 

a t 

•§? 

Of 

I? 

a M 

~ ® 

CQ I 
3 O. 

f«? 

3§ 



» 


u u; ^ - 

oio?S 
3 O Q. fi, - © 

|S|§.£ 

oc§§? 

S’ozli 

Q_ o CO -* m 


° gis , 2f[3j 

fulfil! 

CO k. ® “ b ^ 


03 

cd o^p 3 S “ | 


y “L . r» 
Tl 3 ** O jJO 

0 Efi.’S: 3. " 0» 

g 23 

-o 2 co» p 

|.S-|k|>iS 

® < CJ-O Q) 
W 3- O S O- a 

?s| t 3S 

S- I b^a 
^§c°|3 

01 ^ M 


3 u 
CJ1 


S 

0 

O 




W B ffl 3 © CD ^ O 

3 <S^“ 5.tu-3-st«o 
l-o S ® » -Sc 1 ! 

q W S' -a ® a- : 
as-g ® s S; 

I a® ® ig o § i 

fflffll! 
stil|l|: 

2 ® J 31 g 



01 

tn 


■n 

o 

a 

w 

3 

u 



Si’SpigglB 




S ^ O 3" m to m m « 

® mar, 

W ' MS 

o°-;?a|S3 

5 *t,b Sen- Sfi a 
■qs ®£9§cnCoS3“g 

s-cSiS^-sss-a 

RsSasiaaiBl 

u ^ . Tj-p S®"S £;■£! c 

segf |«sla^ 

Sa“ | |P 


1 iM-V* t> 


Jasper mbi BBC1 BBC2 ITV LWT Channel 4 Channel 5 











